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DANBURY PARISH COUNCIL 
A Quality Council 
 

ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE 
 
Minutes of the meeting of the held on Monday 3rd March 2014 at 8pm in the 
Committee Room, the Old School House, Main Road, Danbury 
 
Present:  Cllr Mrs A Chapman (Chairman), Cllr A Allen (Vice Chairman),  
Cllr S Berlyn (ex officio), Cllr P Howe, Cllr Mrs C Jacobs, Cllr J Thomson,  
Cllr Wood (ex officio) 
 
In attendance:  Mrs H Mayes, Assistant Clerk 
   One Member of the Public 
 

151  Apologies for Absence 
Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr Keeler 
 
152  Declarations of Interest 
All Members were reminded that they must disclose any pecuniary or non-pecuniary 
interests they knew they had in items of business on the meeting’s agenda and that 
they must do so at this point on the agenda or as soon as they became aware of the 
interest.  They were also obliged to notify the Monitoring Officer of the interest within 28 
days of the meeting, if they had not previously notified her about it.   
 
There were no declarations of interest.   
 
153  Public Questions  
A resident had attended as he was considering applying to be a Parish Councillor.  He 
did not wish to speak.   
 
154  Minutes of the Environment Committee 
RESOLVED:  that the minutes of the meeting held on 27th January 2014 be approved 
and signed as a correct record.   
 
155  Footpaths 
155.1  Diversion of Footpath 5 
There was still no response from Wilson Properties.  The Assistant Clerk would 
continue to chase Wilson Properties regarding the diversion of the footpath.  The 
planning application for the palace had been approved.   
155.2  Footpath Officer 
There were no updates from Cllr Howe.  Footpaths were still in a muddy condition after 
the long spell of poor weather.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.   
 
156  Bus Transportation 
156.1  Parish Transport Meetings 
The Review of the Local Bus Strategy meeting in February had been cancelled and a 
revised timetable sent.  The next meeting would now be held on Thursday 5th June 
2014 and would incorporate the Review of the Local Bus Strategy and the usual Parish 
Transport Meeting.  Cllr Thomson volunteered to attend the meeting.   
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156.2  Dengie Hundred Bus Users Group 
Caroline Lambert had sent a report on this meeting that was held on 12th February 
2014.  The Committee agreed that it would be useful if she would send a report 
following the next meeting as she had offered.   
RESOLVED:  that a) Cllr Thomson would attend the Parish Transport Meeting on 5th 
June 2014.   
b) the Assistant Clerk contacts Mrs Lambert to confirm the Committee would be 
interested in future reports.   
 
157  Highway Matters 
157.1  Request for yellow lines outside St Johns School  
There were no further updates.  Cllr Berlyn reported that unofficial no parking signs had 
been put up along Little Baddow Road.  The Assistant Clerk was requested to make 
ECC Highways aware of these signs.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.   
157.2  Footway in Hopping Jacks Lane  
There were no further updates.  The road was still in poor condition.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.   
157.3  Car parking posts at Eves Corner   
Two quotes had been obtained for removable/hinged posts at this location.  This 
additional money would either have to be requested from Resources for the forthcoming 
financial year or requested in November for the 2015/16 budget.  Members felt that 
prices quoted were too high.  Cllr Allen felt that it would be relatively easy to make up 
the posts as required and offered to investigate this further.   
RESOLVED:  that a)  the signs along Little Baddow Road were reported to ECC 
Highways,  
b)  Cllr Allen would investigate the items required to make up a suitable 
removable/hinged post for Eves Corner.   
157.4  Well Lane (additional car park) 
There were no further updates from ECC or Lambert Smith Hampton regarding this 
enquiry.  The planning application for the widening of the entrance had been approved.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.   
158.5  Road Closures -Mayes Lane/Penny Royal Road/Maldon District 
This work had started and Cllr Berlyn had visited the area.  After speaking with the 
supervisor, he confirmed that it would include repairs to the sunken carriageway, 
footway, digging out ditches, work to the culvert situated south of the junction with Copt 
and resurfacing the entrance to the car park.  The Mayes Lane car park would be 
accessible from the A414 during the work but would need to be closed for 2 days whilst 
work was carried out but would give the Parish Council notice of this.  A list of road 
closures in the Maldon District was also circulated.   
RESOLVED:  that the information in be noted.   
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158.6  Highways matters (reported items) 
The items below had been reported and updates requested.  Where a P3/ P4 defect has been raised, the issue in question did not 
meet the criteria for immediate repair.  Repairs would be undertaken in line with the on-going works programme. 
 
Location Issue Reported 

to 
Date first 
reported 

Reference 
No 

Outcome 

Footway at 
junction of 
Maldon Road and 
Hyde Lane 

Surface around postbox 
becomes muddy/slippery when 
wet.  Level is not sufficient for 
drainage.  Drains appear 
blocked.  

ECC   2235103 
2247252 - 
drains 

04/12/13 JT reported area has been cleaned but still an 
issue.22/10/13 drains now cleared and P3 low priority 
defect raised for dropped kerb to be raised to prevent 
pooling.  4/9/13 JT reported drains were still blocked. 
10/7/13 inspected and assessed. 4/7/13 Blocked drains 
reported 09/05/13 area has been inspected and assessed.  
Have requested ECC Highways if they can help again. 

Capons Lane Surface water drain blocked ECC 31/01/2013 2210577 22/10/13 Awaiting inspection by drainage engineer - to be 
chased by ECC.  21/2/13 due for inspection.  Copies of 
letters sent to Parish Council.  Reported to CCC in error so 
have reported direct to ECC.   

Hyde Lane (at top 
of Dilstons) 

Large pothole around a 
manhole cover 

ECC 08/05/2013 2235783 
22/10/13 P3 low priority defect raised.09/05/13 been 
inspected and assessed.  Reported by resident 

West Belvedere Road and pavement in poor 
condition 

ECC 08/07/2013 
12/12/13 

2247744 
2282313 

.  13/12/13 Does not meet investigatory levels for urgent 
repair - remains P4 low priority defect. 04/12/13 It was 
reported that some lengths of kerb are now loose and 
crumbling.  To be added to ECC report. 22/10/13 P4 low 
priority defect raised.  19/07/13 has been inspected and 
assessed.  reported by BS 

Elm Green Lane 2 potholes at entrance to 
Mildmays 

ECC 26/07/2013 2251821 22/10/13 P4 low priority defect raised.  2/8/13 has been 
inspected and assessed 

Runsell Green Street light not working ECC 06/09/2013 no ref 
given 
 
 

reported by AC 
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Location Issue Reported 
to 

Date first 
reported 

Reference 
No 

Outcome 

Well Lane Overhanging vegetation 
obscuring sightlines 

ECC 01/10/2013 2265542 27/01/14 defect has been raised, no date for works. 
10/10/13 inspected and assessed.  reported by resident.  

Butts Lane Pavement is crumbling and 
there is a 2 to 3 inch drop from 
the boundary of the drive to 
the pavement. 

ECC 02/04/2013 2227575 22/10/13 P4 low priority defect raised.  8/4/13 inspected 
and assessed.  letter from resident - reported to ECC.   

Butts Lane Faded white and yellow lines 
north end Butts Lane 

ECC 12/07/2013 2248944 12/11/13 inspected & assessed. Low priority defect raised.   
4/11/13 copy email from resident sent to parish council re 
report.   

Hopping Jacks 
Lane 

Street light not working (junc 
with W Belvedere) 

ECC 09/01/2014 no ref 
given 

03/03/14 PH reported light now working 

Hyde Lane    Pothole outside 19 Hyde Lane ECC 15/01/2014 2289551 21/01/14 inspected and assessed.  

Landisdale Uneven footpath outside 7,8 & 
9 

ECC 15/01/2014 2289623 21/01/14 inspected and assessed.  

Mill Lane Numerous potholes ECC 07/02/2014 2299629 12/02/14 site visit to be completed 

Mill Lane Flooding at junction with The 
Avenue 

ECC 07/02/2014 2299656 12/02/14 site visit to be completed 

Cherry Garden 
Lane 

Flooding occuring at various 
points 

ECC 07/02/2014 2299708 
2300171 

12/02/14 site visit to be completed 

Maldon Road Flooding at junction of Hyde 
Lane and Maldon Road 

ECC 07/02/2014 2299726 12/02/14 site visit to be completed 

Eves Corner Road sign for Lt Baddow is 
broken 

ECC 07/02/2014 2299731 13/02/14 has been inspected and assessed.  

The Assistant Clerk was requested to report the condition of West Belvedere again as the condition had deteriorated and also to 
report flooding at the end of Hyde Lane where it meets B1418 (close to Southwood Chase) 
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted and that the additional issues above were reported to ECC Highways for action.   
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159  Chelmsford Local Highways Panel (LHP) 
The minutes were circulated for the meeting held on 15th January 2014.  The next 
meeting had been held on 24th February 2014.  Cllrs Berlyn and Mrs Chapman also 
attended a LHP briefing and Cllr Mrs Chapman updated the meeting.  The main 
points were:   

 There were originally 700 LHP schemes and this had been reduced to double 
figures.   

 The LHP only deals with new schemes, not maintenance issues.  

 Delays had been caused by the LHP only meeting four times a year, a lack of 
ECC Design and Highways staff and approved schemes being carried forward 
to the next financial year for budgetary reasons.  The ECC Portfolio Holder 
had the final approval on all LHP schemes.   

 Parishes were not represented on the LHP as the numbers would be unwieldy 
and could become a lobby forum for individual parishes and their issues.   

 There was currently no programme for delivering updates on schemes to the 
parishes, but with pressure from the parishes this could looked at in the 
future.   

 The South Essex Parking Partnership would be making monthly reports 
available to parishes on the number of visits made for enforcement checks.   

 Footway/verge parking is a common issue.  If the area was both a public 
highway and had a TRO on it, the SEPP could enforce it.  If this did not apply 
it was a police issue.   

 Short term parking around schools etc. was also a known issue.  There was a 
team that visited but it was a difficult issue to enforce.   

RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.   
 
160  Local Highways Panel Requests 
Updates from the Highways Liaison Officer had been received and were circulated.  
Cllr Berlyn confirmed that he had been informed that the LHP would have only spent 
half of its budget this year but that the money would be carried forward.  There would 
be a higher budget for highways matters in the next financial year.   
 
160.1  Schemes currently submitted to the LHP 
160.1.1  St Johns School/Butts Lane Safety Issues:  Junction improvements (bell 
bollard) to prevent vehicles over running the verge have been agreed.  Cllr Howe 
reported that heavy lorries had made deep holes on edge of pavement and the 
Assistant Clerk was asked to report this to ECC Highways.   
160.1.2  Footway Mayes Lane, Penny Royal Road, Woodhill Road:  A feasibility 
study to look at provision of footway to link village had been agreed.  The study 
would be delivered in 2014/15 and confirmation was awaited from ECC of the 
confirmed delivery date.   
160.1.3  Uneven footway at Mayes Lane:  The Highways Liaison Officer had 
confirmed that this was not an improvement that could be considered under the LHP 
and was already reported to ECC as a maintenance issue.  There had been a 
different information had been received from different sections of ECC regarding the 
footway and it now appeared that the footway was to be repaired as part of the larger 
works currently being undertaken.  Cllr Berlyn would be checking on the work as it 
progressed.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted and the damage to the footway in Little 
Baddow Road was reported to ECC.   
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160.2  Schemes currently being undertaken by the LHP 
160.2.1  Runsell Green Reduction in Speed Limit:  The Assistant Clerk had found 
letters and a petition from local residents and had forwarded copies to ECC to show 
local support for the speed reduction.   
160.2.2  Installation of Bollards - Parking on Verge 87 Main Road:  An email had 
been received from the Highways Liaison Officer (HLO) asking for the Parish 
Councils comments on a verge planting scheme in place of bollards.  Members 
discussed the various options for this area and it was generally agreed that planting 
of shrubs and/or small trees would be preferable to bollards and would contribute to 
improving the appearance of the village.  Members were concerned that any planting 
scheme should be adequately protected to ensure it becomes established and does 
not get driven on.  The Assistant Clerk was requested to check who would pay for 
and maintain any planting.  It was agreed unanimously that the Committee would 
prefer a verge planting scheme at 87 Main Road as long as there was adequate 
protection.   
160.2.3  Casualty Reduction Scheme at Bicknacre Road/Gay Bowers Road:  
This scheme was to look at the bend on Bicknacre Road 150m north of j/w Gay 
Bowers Road. It involved a new bend warning sign with SLOW road marking, 
reflector posts on the verge, drainage system checks and skid resistance checks.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted and that the Highways Liaison Officer 
was advised that the verge planting was the preferred option at 87 Main Road 
providing adequate protection for plants was given.   
 
160.3  Potential Schemes for submission to the LHP 
160.3.1  Installation of posts on grass verges at Hoynors and Gay Bowers 
There were no other potential schemes suggested.  The Assistant Clerk would ask 
the HLO if Danbury could submit a further LHP scheme as the Mayes Lane footway 
was not suitable.   
RESOLVED:  that the Assistant Clerk to contact the HLO to see if a further scheme 
can be submitted.   
 
161  Bus Shelters 
Power to Bus Shelter outside nr Service Station (Chelmsford Side):  No further 
updates.  The Assistant Clerk continued to chase this up with ECC.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.   
 
162  Quarries 
162.1  St Clere’s Hall:  Nothing further to report 
162.2  Royal Oak Quarry:  The next meeting of the Royal Oak Quarry group would 
be on 12th March 2014 at 4pm at the Old Pavilion.  Cllrs Berlyn and Keeler would 
attend.  Cllr Berlyn confirmed that the quarry would be reopened.   
162.3  Sandon Quarry:  Nothing further to report.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.   
 
163  Danbury Country Park/Danbury Lakes Forum   
A new date had not yet been agreed but would be in the spring.  The Country Park 
had sent an update which was circulated.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.   
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164  Danbury Times 
Delivery of the Danbury Times was anticipated for the week commencing 24th March 
2014.  Five additional copies would be needed for Hopping Jacks Hall.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.   
 
165  Danbury Common/Cyclists 
No updates had been received.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.   
 
166  Living Landscapes  
Cllr Thomson confirmed that the Essex Wildlife Trust were considering forming a 
working group.  This would consist of members from Chelmsford City Council, 
Maldon District Council, Danbury Parish Council and Woodham Walter Parish 
Council to discuss living landscape projects.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.   
 
167  Hedging  
The hedging issues below had been reported to ECC and updates requested.   
 
Location Issue Reported 

to 
Date first 
reported 

Ref No Actions 

Acorns, Maldon 
Road (opp 
Tesco) 

Fence put 
up and 
damage 
caused to 
Highways 
hedge 

ECC 29/08/2013 2258604 27/01/14 still awaiting boundary 
check to come through. 22/10/13 
highway boundary search 
required.  May be residents 
responsibility to make good 
damaged caused.  13/09/13 has 
been assessed and further 
investigations carried out.   

RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.   
 
168  Information Board at St Johns Church 
There were no further updates from the CCC Museums Manager regarding repair 
work to the board.  The Assistant Clerk continued to chase this up.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.   
 
169  Big Garden Festival 
The application to request a review had been sent to CCC and other responsible 
authorities.  The closing date for representations was 14th March 2014 and then the 
hearing date would be set.  All residents who complained in writing to the Parish 
Council would be notified of the hearing.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.   
 
170  Eves Corner Pond – Terrapin 
The Conservation Volunteers were not able to identify the species of terrapin but felt 
that it did not pose a danger at its current small size and may assist in keeping the 
fish population down.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.   
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171  RCCE – 2014 Essex Village of the Year and Best Kept Village Competition  
Members were in agreement that more work was needed by the community to 
improve the village and discussed some different ways in which this could be 
achieved e.g. Britain in Bloom.  Members agreed unanimously that they did not wish 
to enter either of the RCCE Competitions this year.    
RESOLVED:  that the Parish Council would not enter the RCCE 2014 Essex Village 
of the Year or the Best Kept Village Competitions.   
 
172  Larger Local Councils Forum 
The Clerk and Chairman of the Council attended the forum on 13th February 2014 
and Cllr Bass was in attendance to speak about ECC budgets and in particular 
Highways.  Notes from the Clerk were circulated.  Members would be interested to 
see the map of reclassified roads and Cllr Berlyn confirmed that this had been 
requested.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.   
 
173  Parish Cleansing Days 
It was reported that the vegetation adjacent to the Sports Centre car park was 
overgrown.  This was privately owned and the Assistant Clerk would make enquiries 
to see if this could be cut back.   
 
Members agreed that the following issues should be requested for action on the 
Parish Cleansing Day and that the Groundsman should be consulted to see if there 
were any other areas of the village requiring attention.   

 Overgrown vegetation in Mill Lane 

 Litter and overgrown vegetation in Well Lane 

 Overgrown vegetation in the cut through between Jubilee Rise and Mill Lane 
(ECC do not have responsibility for this path) 

RESOLVED:  that a) the issues listed above are requested for the Parish Cleansing 
Day along with any other issues raised by the Groundsman.   
b) the owner of the hedge adjacent to the Sports Centre car park is contacted to 
request cutting back.   
 
174  London Southend Airport Information Session 
This session was attended by the Clerk, Cllr Berlyn and Cllr Keeler.  Notes from the 
session and also notes from the Clerk were circulated.    
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.   
 
175  Maldon District Development Plan – Public Meeting at Hatfield Peverel 
Cllr Thomson updated the meeting following his attendance at the public meeting 
held by Hatfield Peverel Parish Council on 26th February.  The meeting was well 
attended by over 150 people.  People were encouraged to make their objections 
known as it was important that Maldon District Council was aware of all the concerns 
from the different parishes.  Maldon was the largest town in Essex without a railway 
station.  One option would be to bus people from Maldon to Southminster to get the 
train, another option discussed was the provision of a bypass from Does Corner to 
the A12 at Witham.  Cllr Berlyn recalled that over 20 years ago meetings were held 
to discuss a bypass from Heybridge Approach across the countryside to join a new 
A12 junction.   This road would then become the A414 and the Danbury A414 could 
be downgraded to a B road to enable traffic calming measures to be put in.  
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Members discussed future issues which could impact on traffic in Danbury such as 
the new Medical Centre and the impact of traffic signals at Eves Corner.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.   
 
176  Matters for Report (for information only, including any Climate Change 
updates) 

 There were branches left at Eves Corner following tree work which need to be 
removed by the National Trust.   

 The A414 towards Chelmsford had some dead branches hanging into road 
which could be obstructive to drivers 

 Flooding was occurring at the bottom of Hyde Land (near to Southwood 
Chase) 

 The mini roundabout at Eves Corner (at junction with Little Baddow Road) 
was disintegrating.   

 
The Assistant Clerk would report these items to the appropriate authority for action.   
 
177  Dates of Meetings for 2014 
Monday 12th May, 30th June, 15th September and 1st December. 
 
There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.47pm.    

 

Cllr Mrs April Chapman  

Chairman 

 

 

………………………………..       …………………………… 
Signed          Date 


