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DANBURY PARISH COUNCIL 
A Quality Council 
 

ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE 
 
Minutes of the meeting of the held on Monday 30th June 2014 at 7.30pm in the 
Committee Room, the Old School House, Main Road, Danbury 
 
Present:  Cllr Mrs A Chapman (Chairman), Cllr A Allen (Vice Chairman),  
Cllr S Berlyn (ex officio), Cllr Howe, Cllr Mrs C Jacobs, Cllr A Keeler, Cllr Thomson,  
Cllr Wood (ex officio) 
 
In attendance:  Mrs H Mayes, Assistant Clerk 
 
1  Election of Chairman for 2014/2015 
Cllr Keeler proposed Cllr Mrs Chapman.  This was seconded by Cllr Mrs Jacobs.  No 
other nominations were received and Cllr Mrs Chapman was elected unopposed.   
RESOLVED:  that Cllr Mrs Chapman be elected Chairman of the Environment 
Committee for the municipal year 2014/2015. 
 
2  Election of Vice Chairman for 2014/2015 
Cllr Wood proposed Cllr Allen.  This was seconded by Cllr Howe.  No other 
nominations were received and Cllr Allen was elected unopposed.   
RESOLVED:  that Cllr Allen be elected Vice Chairman of the Environment 
Committee for the municipal year 2014/2015. 
 
3  Apologies for Absence 
There were no apologies for absence.   
 
4  Declarations of Interest 
All Members were reminded that they must disclose any pecuniary or non-pecuniary 
interests they knew they had in items of business on the meeting’s agenda and that 
they must do so at this point on the agenda or as soon as they became aware of the 
interest.  They were also obliged to notify the Monitoring Officer of the interest within 
28 days of the meeting, if they had not previously notified her about it.   
 
Cllrs Mrs Chapman and Allen declared a non-pecuniary interest in minute 9.1 
relating to Southview Road as they both lived nearby.   
 
5  Public Questions 
No members of the public were present.   
 
6  Minutes of the Environment Committee 
RESOLVED:  that the minutes of the meeting held on 12th May 2014 be approved 
and signed as a correct record.   
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7  Footpaths 
7.1  Diversion of Footpath 5 
An update from CCC had been received following enquiries from the Assistant Clerk 
and was circulated.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.   
7.2  Maintenance of Country-ways and other Public Rights of Way 
A response from ECC had been received and was circulated.     
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.   
7.3  Woodchip on Footpaths 
A response had been received from the PRoW Officer at ECC regarding the use of 
woodchip on the main village footpaths.  Members discussed if a trial should be 
undertaken.  It was suggested that footpath 17 from Southview Road towards the 
allotments (junction with footpath 16) would be a good area to conduct a trial.  Cllr 
Howe had investigated some costs and a large sack would cost between £35 and 
£55.  The Assistant Clerk was requested to check with the Clerk to see if money was 
available in the budget or if money would need to be requested from Resources.  Cllr 
Howe proposed that two large bags are purchased, if there was enough money in 
the budget, and that the Groundsman was requested to put this on footpath 17 
(Southview Road to the junction with footpath 16) as a trial.  This was seconded by 
Cllr Mrs Jacobs and agreed unanimously  
RESOLVED:  that two large bags of woodchip are purchased, if there was enough 
money in the budget and that the Groundsman is requested to put this on footpath 
17 (Southview Road to junction with footpath 16) as a trial.   
7.4  Footpath Officer Report 
Cllr Howe reported that the footpaths that he has walked had been in reasonable 
condition.  He felt that the footpaths in Danbury were good compared to other areas 
he has walked in.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.   
 
8  Bus Transportation 
8.1  Parish Transport Meetings 
The most recent meeting was held on Thursday 5th June 2014 and was attended by 
Cllr Thomson.  Cllr Thomson confirmed the review of the bus strategy was 
discussed.  There had been 3300 responses which showed that 85% of people felt 
the bus services were satisfactory.  Cllr Thomson also reported that the 31X bus will 
now start running half hourly as every bus would go to Burnham as well as Maldon.  
Further consultation on the draft strategy was due to take place.   
 
Cllr Berlyn reported that the cost for transport for 16 to 19 year olds attending 
education was to go up in September from £500 to £900.  Members felt that this was 
a high increase which did not appear to be justified in terms of additional services.  It 
was also felt that people should be encouraged to use buses rather than cars.  
Members requested that a letter be sent to ECC outlining the concerns of the Parish 
Council and that this should be copied to County Cllr John Spence.   
RESOLVED:  that a letter be sent to ECC and County Cllr John Spence outlining the 
concerns of the Parish Council about the increased costs of bus travel for 16 to 19 
year olds attending further education.   
 
 
 



 

3 
 

8.2  Tender Round 2014 
An email had been received from ECC regarding their annual tender round.  
Danbury did not appear to be affected.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.   
 
9  Highway Matters 
9.1  Parking in Southview Terrace 
The Police had visited the area and made comments.  The resident who made the 
original complaint had already had a request for yellow lines declined by the SEPP 
and ECC as it did not meet congestion and safety criteria and no personal injury 
accidents had been recorded.  Any extension to the lines would need to be funded 
by the Parish Council costing in the region of £1500.  Members did not feel that the 
response from the police was satisfactory.  It was suggested that Cllrs Mrs Chapman 
and Cllr Allen could meet with the Police at this location to discuss the specific 
issues.  Cllr Chapman agreed to draft a letter of response requesting a meeting.  The 
Assistant Clerk was requested to contact the SEPP to request details of occasions 
when the Parking Enforcement Wardens had attended the village, the locations they 
had visited and how many penalties had been issued.   
RESOLVED:  that Cllr Mrs Chapman drafts a response and the Assistant Clerk 
contacts the SEPP for details of parking enforcement within the village.   
9.2  Tesco Garage, Maldon Road 
This issue had been reported to ECC and the Casualty Reduction Unit.  No further 
updates.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.   
9.3  Request for yellow lines outside St Johns School  
The request was currently being considered for a decision by the Lead Officer and 
Lead Councillor for Chelmsford.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.   
9.4  Car parking posts at Eves Corner   
The Groundsman would be able to fit the removable post at Eves Corner and 
additional fixed posts had been ordered.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.   
9.5  Well Lane (additional car park) 
A response had been received from Lambert Smith and Hampton.  Members agreed 
unanimously that they did not wish to pursue the creation of an additional car parking 
on land at Danbury Outdoors.   
RESOLVED:  that the investigation into the provision of an additional car parking 
area at Danbury Outdoors is not pursued with ECC.   
9.6  Changes to Speed Limit at North Hill, Little Baddow 
The Clerk at Little Baddow confirmed that the speed limit on this stretch of road had 
been decreased to 40mph from derestricted.  This had happened about a year ago 
and was now confirmed by the order circulated at the last meeting.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.   
9.7  Reduction of Speed Limit on Woodhill Road 
An email had been received from a resident regarding the need for a 30mph speed 
limit along Woodhill Road.  The PCSO was not aware of any police speed checks 
being carried out in this location recently.  Community Speedwatch had locations on 
Woodhill Road and Well Lane and had noted drivers exceeding the speed limit.  Well 
Lane was covered by Speedwatch most months if volunteers were available.  Since 
the group was started last May approximately 300 people had been recorded 
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exceeding the speed limit in Danbury (in a variety of locations).  A request had been 
sent to the police to ask if these areas could be used for checks in the future.   
 
Members had experience some issues with HGV’s and speeding along Woodhill 
Road.  Some Members felt it would be difficult for motorists to travel above 30mph in 
some parts of Woodhill Road due to the bends in the road.  Although the current 
speed limit was too high, it was felt that 30mph would probably be too slow for this 
road.  The resident who had made the original complaint was intending to request 
information from the police regarding speeding and send this to the Parish Council 
and County Cllr John Spence.  This had not yet been received and Cllr Mrs 
Chapman would contact the resident again to see how this was progressing.  This 
item would be put on the next agenda for further discussion.  The Assistant Clerk 
was requested to contact the Speedwatch team and see if more detailed information 
was available on how many motorists had been caught in each location, the speeds 
that they were doing and the direction they were travelling in at the time.   
RESOLVED:  that 
a)  Cllr Mrs Chapman contacts the resident who had raised the original request to 
see if any information had been obtained.   
b)  The Assistant Clerk contacts the Speedwatch group for more detailed 
information.   
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9.8  Highways matters (reported items) 
The items below had been reported and updates requested.  Where a P3/ P4 defect had been raised, the issue in question did not meet 
the criteria for immediate repair.  Repairs would be undertaken in line with the on-going works programme. 
 
Location Issue Reported 

to 
Date first 
reported 

Reference 
No 

Outcome 

Footway at junction 
of Maldon Road 
and Hyde Lane 

surface around postbox 
becomes muddy/slippery 
when wet.  Level is not 
sufficient for drainage.  
Drains appear blocked.  

ECC   2235103 
2247252 - 
drains 

04/12/13 JT reported area has been cleaned but still an 
issue.22/10/13 drains now cleared and P3 low priority 
defect raised for dropped kerb to be raised to prevent 
pooling.  4/9/13 JT reported drains were still blocked. 
10/7/13 inspected and assessed. 4/7/13 Blocked drains 
reported 09/05/13 area has been inspected and assessed.  
Have requested ECC Highways if they can help again. 

Capons Lane Surface water drain blocked ECC 31/01/2013 2210577 22/10/13 Awaiting inspection by drainage engineer - to be 
chased by ECC.  21/2/13 due for inspection.  Copies of 
letters sent to Parish Council.  Reported to CCC in error so 
have reported direct to ECC.   

Hyde Lane (at top 
of Dilstons) 

Large pothole around a 
manhole cover 

ECC 08/05/2013 2235783 
22/10/13 P3 low priority defect raised.09/05/13 been 
inspected and assessed.  Reported by resident 

West Belvedere Road and pavement in poor 
condition 

ECC 08/07/2013 
12/12/13 

2247744 
2282313 
2310465 

30/06/14 Members reported that large sections of kerb 
were missing and road and footway still in poor condition.  
11/03/14 inspected & assessed.  06/03/14 reported again 
as further deterioration. 13/12/13 Does not meet 
investigatory levels for urgent repair - remains P4 low 
priority defect. 04/12/13 It was reported that some lengths 
of kerb are now loose and crumbling. 22/10/13 P4 low 
priority defect raised.  19/07/13 has been inspected & 
assessed.   

Hopping Jacks 
Lane 

Footway in poor condition ECC 31/06/13 2330469 30/6/14 It was reported that this kerb may be improved 
during the works to Hopping Jacks Hall as a new dropped 
kerb is to be put in.  Inspected and Assessed. This was 
originally requested as an LHP issue but this was not 
agreed and was put on ECC capital list for future 
consideration in July 2013.  .   
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Location Issue Reported 
to 

Date first 
reported 

Reference 
No 

Outcome 

Elm Green Lane 2 potholes at entrance to 
Mildmays 

ECC 26/07/2013 2251821 
2330489 

30/5/14 Inspected and assessed. 27/05/14 reported again 
as holes have worsened 22/10/13 P4 low priority defect 
raised.  2/8/13 has been inspected and assessed 

Runsell Green Street light not working ECC 06/09/2013 no ref 
given 
 

9/5/14 chased with street lighting.  reported by AC 

Well Lane Overhanging vegetation 
obscuring sightlines 

ECC 01/10/2013 2265542 This has also been requested for work during CCC's 
Parish Cleansing Day on 07/08/14.  27/01/14 defect has 
been raised, no date for works. 10/10/13 inspected and 
assessed.  reported by resident.  

Butts Lane Pavement is crumbling and 
there is a 2 to 3 inch drop 
from the boundary of the 
drive to the pavement. 

ECC 02/04/2013 2227575 22/10/13 P4 low priority defect raised.  8/4/13 inspected 
and assessed.  letter from resident - reported to ECC.   

Butts Lane Faded white and yellow lines 
north end Butts Lane 

ECC 12/07/2013 2248944 12/11/13 inspected & assessed. Low priority defect raised.   
4/11/13 copy email from resident sent to parish council re 
report.   

Landisdale Uneven footpath outside 7,8 
& 9 

ECC 15/01/2014 2289623 9/5/14 low priority defect raised.  29/04/14 & 21/01/14 
inspected and assessed.  

Mill Lane Numerous potholes ECC 07/02/2014 2299629 9/5/14 low priority defect raised - will be monitored during 
routine checks. 26/02/14 inspected and assessed.  
12/02/14 site visit to be completed 
 

Mill Lane Flooding at junction with The 
Avenue 

ECC 07/02/2014 2299656 9/5/14 passed to drainage engineers to programme work 
in to clear.  29/04/14 & 26/2/14 inspected and assessed.  
12/02/14 site visit to be completed 

Maldon Road Flooding at junction of Hyde 
Lane and Maldon Road 

ECC 07/02/2014 2299726 9/5/14 passed to drainage engineers to programme work 
in to clear.  29/04/14 & 26/02/14 inspected and assessed.  
12/02/14 site visit to be completed 
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Location Issue Reported 
to 

Date first 
reported 

Reference 
No 

Outcome 

White Elm Road 
(B1418 at Slough 
Rd to Maldon Rd) 

Blocked ditch, rubbish, 
stagnant water and rat issue.  

ECC/CCC 04/04/2014 2319068 30/6/14 Rubbish and water were still in the ditch.  14/4/14 
inspected and assessed.  reported by resident 

6, 8, 10 Main Road Blocked drains, gravel being 
pushed out from driveway of 
properties 

ECC 25/02/2014 2306856 passed to drainage engineers to programme work in to 
clear.  29/04/14 & 03/03/14 inspected and assessed.  
reported by resident 

Footpath 
20/Footpath 17 

Waymark covered with 
vegetation 

ECC 23/05/2014 2330029 Has either been resolved or does not meet ECC criteria 

Footpath 59 - 
Woodside Cottage 

Waymark has fallen and path 
is obstructed 

ECC 23/05/2014 2330032 Has either been resolved or does not meet ECC criteria 

St Cleres Way Concrete posts are leaning 
over causing a hazard 

ECC 23/05/2014 2330013 23/05/14 to be visited and assessed.   

Hopping Jacks 
Lane 

Pothole outside Danbury 
Medical Centre 

ECC 08/05/2014 2326207 30/6/14 Request assistance from County Cllr Spence as 
pothole very dangerous.  16/05/14 has been inspected and 
assessed.   

 
Cllr Berlyn reported that he had been made aware that Parish Council’s may be able to request for particular street lights to be switched 
on during the night if an annual payment was made to ECC.   
 
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.   
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10  Chelmsford Local Highways Panel (LHP) 
The minutes of the meeting of 24th April 2014 were circulated.  The next meeting was 
held on 2nd June 2014 although the minutes were not yet available.  There was 
concern that it indicated that the LHP money that had not been spent might not be 
carried over although Cllr Bass had confirmed previously that it would.  The Assistant 
Clerk was asked to contact Cllr Whitehead to confirm that the money would be 
carried over to the next financial year.   
RESOLVED:  that the Assistant Clerk contacts Cllr Whitehead to confirm the position 
regarding money being carried over to the next year.   
 
11  Local Highways Panel Requests 
The current position of the scheme requests were listed below.   
 
11.1  Schemes currently submitted to the LHP 

11.1.1  St Johns School/Butts Lane Safety Issues:  Junction improvements 
(bell bollard) had been agreed.  Scheme finish date:   1st October 2014.  The 
Assistant Clerk was requested to ask for a start date for this work.   
11.1.2  Footway Mayes Lane, Penny Royal Road, Woodhill Road:  A 
feasibility study to look at provision of footway to link village had been agreed.  
Scheme finish date:   1st February 2015.   
11.1.3  Parking Issues in Well Lane/The Heights:  This had been sent to the 
LHP for consideration.   

RESOLVED:  that the information be noted and a start date be obtained from ECC 
for 11.1.1.   
 
11.2  Schemes currently being undertaken by the LHP  

11.2.1  Runsell Green Reduction in Speed Limit:  The speed reduction had 
now been agreed.  The 40mph signs should be put in place later this year.   
11.2.2  Installation of Bollards - Parking on Verge 87 Main Road:  No 
updates.  This item was also discussed as part of minute 21.   
11.2.3  Casualty Reduction Scheme at Bicknacre Road/Gay Bowers Road:  
This was completed on 21st February 2014.   

RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.   
 
12  Potential Planting Scheme - grass verges at Hoynors and Gay Bowers 
Highways advised that if planting was to be undertaken on any Highways verges, a 
Licence to Plant would need to be obtained from them.  It was recommended that an 
initial enquiry should be made regarding the possibility of obtaining a licence by 
sending details of the type of planting to be carried out, approximate sizes, a plan 
and photographs of the area in question.  Any planting carried out by the Parish 
Council would need to be maintained by the Parish Council.  The Highways Officer 
also advised the Council to look at reasons why parking was occurring in particular 
areas and to take account that vehicles may start parking in other inappropriate 
locations.  She also advised that drivers could continue to park on the verge, 
damaging any planting put in.  Members discussed this item within minute 21.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.   
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13  Bus Shelters - Power to Bus Shelter outside nr Service Station (Chelmsford 
Side)  No further updates.  The Assistant Clerk was requested to remove this item 
from the agenda.   
RESOLVED:  that the item be removed from the agenda.   
 
14  Quarries 
14.1  St Clere’s Hall:  Nothing further to report 
14.2  Royal Oak Quarry:  The most recent meeting of the Royal Oak Quarry group 
was held on 12th June.  Cllrs Berlyn and Keeler attended and confirmed that there 
were no major developments to report.  The Quarry continued to monitor gravel 
mess and staining on the roads.  This was also an issue in other parishes. The 
County Planner visits six times a year announced as well as unannounced and no 
issues had been found.  If Members notice any issues these can be reported to the 
Parish Office to be forwarded to the representative for Danbury Aggregates.  The 
Quarry had also been asked to check that wheel wash was working correctly and 
contained clean water.  They had also been asked to monitor return loads to 
minimise HGV journeys between the Royal Oak and St Cleres Quarries.    
14.3  Sandon Quarry:  Nothing further to report.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.   
 
15  Danbury Country Park/Danbury Lakes Forum 
A new date for the meeting had been set on 24th July at 3.30pm.  Cllrs Allen and 
Keeler would be attending.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.   
 
16  Danbury Common/Cyclists 
No updates had been received.  Cllr Howe reported that he has had issues with 
cyclists on the footpaths on the Common going too fast and churning up the path.  
This was a problem in other areas as well.  Some areas of the Common had been 
set aside specifically for cyclists to use.  Cllr Allen proposed that the Assistant Clerk 
contacts the National Trust to request an update and to report the issues that had 
occurred with cyclists on the Common and other National Trust land.   
RESOLVED:  that the Assistant Clerk contacts the National Trust to request an 
update and to report the issues that had occurred with cyclists on the Common and 
other National Trust land.   
 
17  Living Landscapes  
A meeting took place on 2nd May 2014 which was attended by Cllr Thomson.  The 
meeting set out the objectives but there was no definite scheme as yet.  Areas of 
interest included wildlife corridors, engaging schools and other community groups 
and improving habitats.  A Councillor from Little Baddow Parish Council had been 
working with the Wildlife Trust and it was hoped that a scheme could be created.  
The Parish Council could then see if they were able to assist in anyway.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.   
 
18  Information Board at St Johns Church 
Costs were still awaited from CCC.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.   
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19  Eves Corner Pond Terrapin 
Cllr Howe had observed and identified the terrapin and did not believe it would cause 
any issues to the pond as it grows as it would be likely to eat fish and vegetation.  
Cllr Berlyn had been contacted by a resident who was concerned as she saw the 
terrapin eating the feet of one of the small moorhens.  The Assistant Clerk would 
contact the Environment Agency to see if they can assist with the removal and 
relocation of the terrapin.    
RESOLVED:  that the Environment Agency is contacted for assistance with removal 
and relocation of the terrapin.   
 
20  Tree Planting Grant 
CCC had decided to give Parish Councils an Oak tree to replace any Jubilee trees 
that did not survive, in place of the usual tree planting grant.  The Groundsman had 
already planted a self-sown sapling in place of the previous Jubilee tree.  Members 
wished to accept the offer of an oak tree and asked the Assistant Clerk to contact the 
local primary schools to see if they would like to take the tree.  If this was not suitable 
it could be planted at another location within the village to be decided.   
RESOLVED:  that an Oak tree was requested from CCC in place of the tree planting 
grant and the schools were contacted to see if they would be interested in planting it.     
 
21  The Danbury Project 
Cllr Howe had submitted a report for circulation.  Members discussed the issues 
raised and were generally in support of improving planting within the village as it 
would be good for the community and encourage residents to look after their area.  It 
was important to consult local people on what they wanted to see planted within their 
neighbourhood.  It was suggested that an article was placed in the November 
Danbury Times to gauge the level of interest and ask for suggestions.   
It was suggested that the Committee should agree that a working party should be set 
up which could include Councillors, residents, schools and other village 
organisations.  Cllrs Allen, Mrs Jacobs and Howe volunteered to be on the working 
party.  Cllr Howe agreed to arrange the meeting.   
Cllr Howe proposed that The Danbury Project working party be set up to improve 
planting within the village.  This was seconded by Cllr Thomson and agreed 
unanimously.   
RESOLVED:  that The Danbury Project working party be set up to improve planting 
within the village.   
 
22  RCCE 2014 Annual General Meeting 
An invite had been received to the RCCE 2014 AGM.  Cllrs Berlyn and Mrs Jacobs 
would be attending and the Clerk would be requested to raise a cheque for £5 each 
for the contribution to refreshments.   
RESOLVED:  that Cllrs Berlyn and Mrs Jacobs attend the RCCE 2014 AGM and that 
a £5 contribution per person is made towards the refreshments.   
 
23  Matters for Report (for information only, including any Climate Change 
updates) 
 
It was raised that the exterior of The Old School House was looking untidy.  A list of 
issues raised would be sent to ECC for their attention.   
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The containers outside Roseco still contained weeds although the site had been 
tidied up recently.  It was suggested that this could be an item for The Danbury 
Project to discuss.   
 
24  Dates of Meetings for 2014 
15th September and 1st December. 
 
There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.34 pm.    

 

Cllr Mrs April Chapman  

Chairman 

………………………………..       …………………………… 
Signed          Date 


