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DANBURY PARISH COUNCIL 
A Quality Council 
 

ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE 
 
Minutes of the meeting of the held on Monday 1st December 2014 at 7.30pm in 
the Committee Room, the Old School House, Main Road, Danbury 
 
Present:  Cllr Mrs A Chapman (Chairman), Cllr A Allen (Vice Chairman),  
Cllr Mrs A Gardiner, Cllr Mrs B Hallett, Cllr P Howe, Cllr A Keeler, Cllr J Thomson 
 
In attendance:  Mrs H Mayes, Assistant Clerk 
 
45  Apologies for Absence 
Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr Berlyn and Cllr Mrs Jacobs.   
 
46  Declarations of Interest 
All Members were reminded that they must disclose any pecuniary or non-pecuniary 
interests they knew they had in items of business on the meeting’s agenda and that 
they must do so at this point on the agenda or as soon as they became aware of the 
interest.  They were also obliged to notify the Monitoring Officer of the interest within 
28 days of the meeting, if they had not previously notified her about it.   
 
No interests were declared.   
 
47  Public Questions 
There were no Members of the Public present.   
 
48  Minutes of the Environment Committee 
RESOLVED:  that the minutes of the meeting held on 15th September 2014 be 
approved and signed as a correct record.   
 
49  Footpaths 
49.1  Diversion of Footpath 5  
No closures or diversions of footpaths had been requested to ECC during the work 
at the Palace.  The ProW Officer would look at the vegetation around the footpath 
but unless the path was actually obstructed, she could only ask the Outdoors Centre 
if they would tidy the area (rather than take enforcement action).  The Definitive Map 
Officer had advised that if the Parish Council wished to request a permanent 
diversion an application would need to be made to ECC.  There would be a cost to 
the Parish Council for this.   
 
Members felt that the cost of the diversion was too high and that this was aimed at 
landowners.  There was a need for a diversion at this location on safety grounds.  
The Assistant Clerk was requested to contact ECC again to check if this cost applied 
to the Parish Council and if any other options were available to make the area safer.  
Members did not think that Footpath 61 cost as much to do although this was carried 
out under the P3 scheme.   
RESOLVED:  that the Assistant Clerk contacts ECC again to clarify the costs and 
options for making the path safer for users.   
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49.2  Woodchip on Footpaths 
The Groundsman had now completed the trial area at Footpath 17 (top of Southview 
Road) with the assistance of Reparation.  It was reported that the woodchip was not 
working as hoped and the area was very soggy and muddy.  The woodchip may 
need to be thicker and the Assistant Clerk would ask the Groundsman if more could 
be put down.   
RESOLVED:  that the Groundsman is requested to lay a thicker layer of woodchip on 
Footpath 17 (trial area).     
49.3  Rights of Way Work 2014 
A schedule of works was circulated.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.   
49.4  Footpath Officer Report 
Cllr Howe reported that the footpaths were muddy in places but this was to be 
expected for the time of year.  The paths were not too overgrown.  Cllr Mrs Chapman 
reported that a resident had informed her that footpaths 1 and 4 on the outskirts of 
village had not been reinstated after seeding by the farmer and were almost 
impassable.  The Assistant Clerk would report this to ECC.   
RESOLVED:  that footpaths 1 and 4 be reported to ECC.   
 
50  Bus Transportation - Parish Transport Meetings 
Cllr Thomson advised that he attended the most recent Parish Transport meeting at 
Maldon on 16th October 2014.  There was nothing to report for Danbury.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.   
 
51  Highway Matters 
51.1  Parking Enforcement Statistics 
Further Information from the SEPP was circulated.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.   
51.2  Request for yellow lines outside St Johns School 
This request had been refused by ECC and SEPP.  Members discussed the 
implications of putting double yellow lines at this location.  Although parents should 
be encouraged to walk their children to school it was likely to that parking would 
persist on yellow lines.  Yellow lines could also move the parking problem onto other 
residential roads.  After discussion, Members agreed that this issue could not be 
taken any further and should be removed from the agenda.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted and the item removed from the agenda.   
52.3  Reduction of Speed Limit to 30mph on Woodhill Road/Speedwatch 
No further updates had been received from the resident who was intending to try to 
obtain information from the police regarding this location.  Cllr Mrs Chapman would 
endeavour to contact his resident again.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.   
52.4  Parking Issues in Belvedere Close 
A complaint had been received from a resident in Belvedere Close regarding parking 
issues in the road.  There were two areas that were previously grassed over but that 
had now been used for parking for a long time causing the grass to become muddy 
and unattractive.  The areas belong to CCC who had advised that any requests for 
change of use should go through the LHP.  The resident who had made the original 
complaint had now submitted a petition and additional documents from all the 
residents in the Close in support of the changes.  Cllr Bob Shepherd had advised 
that he would be supportive of an LHP request if the majority of residents in the close 
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were in agreement with the removal of the grassed areas.  Several Members had 
witnessed the parking issues in Belvedere Close and there were a number of people 
parking inconsiderately.  A possible solution may be to include marked bays to assist 
with more sensible parking so that the green areas did not have to be completely 
removed.  Members agreed unanimously that this issue should be referred to the 
LHP to ease the parking issues in Belvedere Close and that a request should be 
made that the green areas were not completely removed but altered to allow for 
more areas of parking.   
RESOLVED:  that a request is submitted to the LHP for the parking issue in 
Belvedere Close to be investigated (with some green space provision remaining).   
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52.5  Highways matters (reported items) 
The items below had been reported and updates requested.  Where a P3/ P4 defect has been raised, the issue in question did not meet 
the criteria for immediate repair and repairs would be undertaken in line with the on-going works programme.  
 
Location Issue Reported 

to 
Date first 
reported 

Ref No Outcome 

Footway at 
junction of 
Maldon Road 
and Hyde 
Lane 

Surface around post box becomes 
muddy/slippery when wet.  Level is 
not sufficient for drainage.  Drains 
appear blocked.  

ECC   2235103 
2247252 - 
drains 

1/12/14 Cllr Thomson confirmed that this area remained 
in poor condition.  24/11/14 no update 8/9/14 rang for 
update still remains low priority defect. 04/12/13 JT 
reported area has been cleaned but still issue.22/10/13 
drains now cleared and P3 low priority defect raised for 
dropped kerb to be raised to prevent pooling.  4/9/13 JT 
reported drains were still blocked. 10/7/13 inspected 
and assessed. 4/7/13 Blocked drains reported 09/05/13 
area inspected and assessed.   

Capons Lane Surface water drain blocked ECC 31/01/13 2210577 8/9/14 no further updates showing. 22/10/13 Awaiting 
inspection by drainage engineer - to be chased by 
ECC.  21/2/13 due for inspection.  Copies of letters sent 
to Parish Council.  Reported to CCC in error so have 
reported direct to ECC.   

West 
Belvedere 

Road and pavement in poor 
condition 

ECC 08/07/13 
12/12/13 

Footway - 
2357985 
kerbs - 
2357983 
(2247744 
2282313 
2310465) 

01/12/14 Cllr Howe has encouraged residents to also 
report the problems.  He would take photographs to 
send on to ECC.  02/05/14 low priority defect raised. 
11/03/14 inspected and assessed.  06/03/14 reported 
again as further deterioration. 13/12/13 Does not meet 
investigatory levels for urgent repair - remains P4 low 
priority defect. 04/12/13 It was reported that some 
lengths of kerb are now loose and crumbling.  To be 
added to ECC report. 22/10/13 P4 low priority defect 
raised.  19/07/13 has been inspected and assessed.   

Runsell 
Green 

Street light not working ECC 06/09/13 no ref given 9/5/14 chased with street lighting.  reported by AC 
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Well Lane Overhanging vegetation obscuring 
sightlines 

ECC 01/10/13 2265542 01/12/14 still not done.  08/09/14 to be undertaken 
during scheduled works by Highways Rangers/Parks 
Team as could not be carried out by Parish Cleansing 
team. This has also been requested for work during 
CCC's Parish Cleansing Day on 07/08/14.  Does not 
meet ECC criteria for immediate action. 27/01/14 defect 
has been raised, no date for works. 10/10/13 inspected 
and assessed.  reported by resident.  

Butts Lane Pavement is crumbling.  There is a 2 
to 3 inch drop from the boundary of 
the drive to the pavement. 

ECC 02/04/13 2227575 01/12/14 to be removed as on ECC list.  24/11/14 no 
further updates 08/09/14 no further updates. 22/10/13 
P4 low priority defect raised.  8/4/13 inspected and 
assessed.  letter from resident - reported to ECC.   

Landisdale Uneven footpath outside 7,8 & 9 ECC 15/01/14 2289623 21/11/14 No updates. 9/5/14 low priority defect raised.  
29/04/14 & 21/01/14 inspected & assessed. Reported 
by resident 

Mill Lane Numerous potholes ECC 07/02/14 2299629 9/5/14 low priority defect raised - will be monitored 
during routine checks. 26/02/14 inspected and 
assessed.  12/02/14 site visit to be completed 

Mill Lane Flooding at junction with The Avenue ECC 07/02/14 2299656 01/12/14 remove from list – work programmed in.  
9/5/14 passed to drainage engineers to programme 
work in to clear.  29/04/14 & 26/2/14 inspected and 
assessed.  12/02/14 site visit to be completed 

Maldon Road Flooding at junction of Hyde Lane 
and Maldon Road 

ECC 07/02/14 2299726 01/12/14 remove from list – work programmed in.  
9/5/14 passed to drainage engineers to programme 
work in to clear.  29/04/14 & 26/02/14 inspected and 
assessed.  12/02/14 site visit to be completed 

St Cleres 
Way 

Concrete posts are leaning over 
causing a hazard 

ECC 23/05/14 2330013 26/06/14 ECC to contact owner to request removal. 
23/05/14 to be visited and assessed.   

Runsell View Defective Streetlight ECC 06/08/14 no ref given reported by resident 

Footpaths 
16,17 &19 

Overgrown vegetation ECC 09/07/14 2341744 1/12/14 remove from list – no obstructions. 29/7/14 
ECC to write to neighbouring properties to request 
cutting back.  9/7/14 Resident reported footpaths 
becoming overgrown in places. 
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Outside 64 
Hopping 
Jacks Lane 

Oak tree requires maintenance.  
Loose branch lodged in tree.   

ECC 28/08/14 2353272 New ECC Tree Officer to visit in Nov 14. 29/8/14 visited 
by ECC and will be added to list for maintenance.  
reported by resident 

Tyndales 
Lane 

Flooding due to blocked gullies ECC 21/08/14 2352218 08/10/14 still investigating. 21/8/14 being investigated 

Beaumont 
Park/Well 
Lane 

Overhanging tree branches ECC 09/09/14 2355805 8/10/14 being investigated.  reported by resident 

Hopping 
Jacks Lane 

2 potholes opposite Simmonds Way ECC 19/09/14 2357987 07/10/14 inspected.  Does not meet criteria for 
immediate repair - will be monitored.  reported by SB 

Main Road Road in poor condition from Eves 
Corner to boundary with Sandon 

ECC 19/09/14 2358001 22/09/14 ECC aware of potholes and investigating.   
reported by SB 

11 Nursery 
Lane 

Overgrown hedge ECC 19/09/14 2358006 07/10/14 inspected and does not meet criteria - to be 
monitored.  reported by PH 

Hopping 
Jacks Lane 

No entry sign obscured by 
vegetation at junc with Butts Lane.  

ECC 19/09/14 2358008 01/12/14 no longer obscured.  08/10/14 does not meet 
ECC criteria, will be monitored. reported at Env 
Committee 

Main Road 40mph sign obscured by vegetation - 
near to Riffhams Lane 

ECC 19/09/14 2358037 20/11/14 being investigated.  23/09/14 to be inspected. 
reported by AA 

Rectory Farm 
House, Main 
Rd 

Bollards are rusty and grass not cut ECC 24/10/14 2365420 - 
bollards 
2365422 - 
grass 

Bollards do not meet criteria to be fixed.  Will be 
monitored.  reported by JA at Planning Committee 

Footpath 
16/Main Rd 

Water remaining on footpath making 
it difficult to use.  Next door property 
has put up new fence which is 
preventing water from draining into 
their pond 

ECC 12/11/14 2368607 12/11/14 to be inspected. reported by resident 

Mayes Lane Overgrown hedge ECC 19/11/14 2369992 21/11/14 being investigated 

Mayes Lane - 
left of car 
park 

Dead Elm Tree ECC 19/11/14 2369996 20/11/14 to be assessed.  

RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.   
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53  Chelmsford Local Highways Panel (LHP) 
The minutes of the meeting of 15th September 2014 were circulated.  The next 
meetings were due to be held on 27th November 2014 and 29th January 2015.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.   
 
54  Local Highways Panel Requests 
The current position of the scheme requests are listed below.   
54.1  Schemes currently submitted to the LHP 

54.1.1  Footway Mayes Lane, Penny Royal Road, Woodhill Road:  The 
feasibility study to look at provision of footway to link village had a completion 
date of 31st December 2014.   
54.1.2  Parking Issues in Well Lane/The Heights:  The scheme proposal had 
been put through the LHP Validation process and as a result it was deemed that 
any parking restrictions would need to be considered by the Parking Partnership.  
This was passed to them on 18th September 2014 for a response.   
54.1.3  Installation of railings outside 56 Main Road:  This was currently going 
through the scheme validation process during which time an automatic traffic 
count had been conducted.  The Casualty Reduction team were also 
investigating possible bend improvements at this location.     

RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.   
 
54.2  Schemes currently being undertaken by the LHP 

54.2.1  Runsell Green Reduction in Speed Limit:  The speed reduction was 
due to come into operation from 19th December 2014.   
54.2.2  St Johns School/Butts Lane Safety Issues:  Junction improvements 
(bell bollard) had been agreed.  The scheme finish date had been pushed back to 
31st March 2015 due to land ownership issues.  Members noted that wooden 
posts had been installed at this location, possibly by the National Trust.   

RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.   
 
55  Quarries 
55.1  St Clere’s Hall:  There was nothing to report.   
55.2  Royal Oak Quarry:  A meeting of the Royal Oak Quarry group was held on 
23rd October 2014 and the minutes circulated.  Cllr Keeler confirmed that the minutes 
were accurate and there were no issues raised from other parishes.  There were still 
occasions when there was debris on road but this was usually coming from other 
users rather than the quarry.  Meetings would now only be called when there was a 
problem to solve or an issue to discuss.   
55.3  Sandon Quarry:  There was nothing to report.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.   
 
56  Living Landscapes  
Cllr Thomson confirmed that a meeting had recently been held and the scheme was 
progressing towards a launch event next year (date to be advised).  The Essex 
Wildlife Trust would be speaking at the APM on 30th March 2015.  The next Living 
Landscapes meeting would be held on 6th January 2015.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.   
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57  Information Board at St Johns Church 
Costs were still awaited from CCC.  The Assistant Clerk had chased these up again.  
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.   
 
58  Danbury Common 
No updates to report.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.   
 
59  Project Danbury 
Two meetings of the Working Group had been held and the notes circulated at the 
most recent Parish Council Meeting.  Cllr Howe did not have any new updates for 
the Committee.  A meeting would be held in the New Year.  Cllr Mrs Chapman 
confirmed that she had approached the florist shop and was waiting for a response.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.   
 
60  Matters for Report (for information only, including any Climate Change 
updates) 
It was reported that: 
 

 The Country Park had some issues with the current work being carried out at 
Danbury Palace.  Trees had been removed and drainage diverted.  The 
Ranger was trying to get some recompense for these problems from the 
Developers.   

 

 There were several signs on the approach to Danbury from Sandon 
advertising Christmas Trees and Turkeys.  These would be reported to CCC.     

 

 Footpath 1 was missing a finger post (adjacent to A414).  This would be 
reported to ECC.   

 

 The bungalow between Poultons Portable and Hoynors had left hedge 
trimmings on the verge and the grass could not be cut.  This would be 
reported to ECC.   

 
61  Dates of Meetings for 2015 
26th January, 2nd March, 8th June, 14th September and 30th November 2015.   
 
 
There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.30pm.    

 

 

 

Cllr Mrs April Chapman  

Chairman 

 

………………………………..       …………………………… 
Signed          Date 


