
DANBURY PARISH COUNCIL 
A Quality Council 

 
Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting  

held on Monday 7th April 2014 at 8.00pm  
at the Sports & Social Centre, Danbury 

 
Present: Parish Cllrs: S Berlyn (Chairman), M Wood (Vice Chairman), A. Allen,  
Mrs A Chapman, G Gardiner, P Howe, D Harvey, Mrs C Jacobs, A Keeler,  
B Kennewell, M Telling, J Thomson 
 
County Cllrs:  Norman Hume, John Spence 
City Cllrs:  Bob Shepherd, Christopher Kingsley and Ian Wright 
 
Representatives of Essex Police and approximately 100 members of the public, 
including representatives of local clubs and organisations. 
 
In attendance: Mrs M Saunders (Parish Clerk), Mrs M Dyer (Assistant Clerk), 
Mrs H Mayes (Assistant Clerk)  
 
Apologies for absence: Apologies were received from Mr Clive Ashley,   
Mrs Claire Creak, Ms Carole Stevens (WEA), Badminton Club Committee and  
Mrs Elizabeth Wood. 
 
 
1. Welcome and Introduction 
The Chairman of the Parish Council, Cllr Stuart Berlyn, welcomed all present to the 
meeting.  He introduced the guest speaker, Dr Williams from the Patient Involvement 
Group and The Sound Collective Chorus who would be performing.   
 
2. Dr Williams – Patient Involvement Group (PIG) 
Dr Williams gave a brief presentation about PIG which started in 1996 to benefit 
patients at Danbury Medical Centre and Wyncroft Surgery, Bicknacre and became a 
Registered Charity in 2003. PIG has a constitution and one of its aims is to raise 
money to purchase items of value for patients, not normally provided by the NHS.  
Since 2001 it has purchased a wide variety of items including an ambulatory blood 
pressure monitor, saving patients a trip to the hospital.  
 
Another aim of PIG is to hold health awareness sessions calling on specialists to 
speak on a wide variety of relevant subjects, such as the upcoming talk about ‘Back 
Pain and Avoidance of Back Pain’.   Additionally PIG is now engaging with mothers, 
as these days most new mothers are living away from their own mothers - PIG 
organises appropriate Professionals to attend local mother and baby/children groups.   
 
Dr Williams stressed that public support and donations were essential to enable the 
group to continue to purchase valuable items of equipment for use by residents.  
Since November PIG has raised £1,300 through various fund raising events and 
‘loose change’ collections, but is calling on patients/residents to consider setting up a 
direct debit system to donate £2 a month to facilitate the purchase of further 
equipment. 
 



Dr Williams finished his presentation by advising that PIG can only raise matters with 
the Doctors and that The Patient Involvement Group is very supportive of the First 
Responders and the work they do within the villages. 
 
3.  Question Time for Dr Williams 
There were no questions for Dr Williams from those present.   
 
4.  The Sound Collective Chorus 
Members of The Sound Collective Chorus performed four songs to those present.   
 
5.  Presentations to Litter Pickers, Danbury Times Delivers and Winter Salt 
Volunteers 
The Chairman started this section of the APM by stating that Danbury wouldn’t be the 
village it is without the people behind the scenes who quietly get on with carrying out 
voluntarily a variety of tasks which benefit the whole village.  Cllr Berlyn then made a 
presentation of a certificate and goody bag to residents who had assisted the Parish 
Council in a variety of voluntary activities throughout the year, including Litter 
Pickers, Danbury Times Deliverers, Members of the Winter Salt Bag Team and the 
First Responders, who as well as covering Danbury, also cover Little Baddow and 
Bicknacre and had responded to 794 call outs since their inception. 
 
6.  Postcard Competition 
The Chairman announced the runners up and winner of the postcard competition, 
launched in 2013 as decided by a panel of independent judges:  in third place was a 
photograph taken by Mr Tony Counsell of Danbury Cricket Club playing on Dawson 
Memorial Field, second place was awarded to Mr Terry Hiscock for his photograph of 
the Pond at Eves Corner and a photograph taken in the Winter at Danbury Lakes by 
Mr Malcolm Berry was announced as the first place winner.  Mr Hiscock was unable 
to be present, but Cllr Berlyn presented Mr Berry and Mr Counsell with a certificate 
and a goody bag also containing a set of the winning postcards, and additionally, as 
first overall winner of the competition, Mr Berry was also presented with a framed 
print of his winning photograph.   
 
7.  Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting 2013  
Copies of the minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 22nd April 2013 had been 
circulated.  Mr David Royle proposed that the minutes be approved.  This was 
seconded by Cllr Bob Shepherd and agreed unanimously.   
RESOLVED:  that the minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 22nd April 2013 
be approved and signed as a correct record.   
 
8.  Chairman’s Report  
 
The Chairman gave an overview of the achievements of Danbury Parish Council and 
some of the local issues affecting residents, stating that the Parish Council had been 
involved in a wide variety of projects and issues: 
 

 Installation of central heating system at Dawson Suite at the Sports and 
Social Centre and completion of emergency lighting throughout the Sports 
and Social Centre 

 The door on The Old Pavilion has been relocated to provide a safer exit for 
users and a new pathway had been created.   



 Renewed the lease for the Bowling Club for a further 5 years and agreed a 
new maintenance contract for the green after a quotation process 

 A team of residents taking part in the voluntary Winter Salt Scheme, storing 
and spreading the salt when necessary. 

 A team of residents taking part in volunteering to litter pick around their local 
areas.   

 The Conservation Volunteers continued to help with maintaining the ponds in 
the village.  Also some of the fish ‘deposited’ in Eves Corner pond have now 
been safely removed and rehoused. 

 Essex County Council had created a new right way from St Clere’s Way to 
Footpath 16. 

 Installed the Christmas Tree and assisted in the organisation of the 
Christmas Carols event.  Over 70 residents attended the carols at The Old 
Pavilion, a very enjoyable evening.   Some years a ‘Christmas’ tree is 
donated, sometimes the Parish Council has to purchase a tree – either way  
this involves a lot of work, with cost implications,  so the installation of a 
‘permanent’ Christmas tree is being researched.  National Trust has given the 
Parish Council permission to do this. 

 Big Garden Festival – this was held last August.   The Parish Council had 
requested a review of the license as there had been complaints from local 
residents. However, a hearing was scheduled but subsequently cancelled due 
to the license holder surrendering the license.  No festival will be held this year 
and for any further events a new license would have to be requested from 
Chelmsford City Council. 

 Maldon Local Development Plan – The Parish Council had strongly objected 
and has great concerns regarding the new housing planned and how it would 
affect Danbury with the increased traffic flows.  

 The Solar Farm (Jackletts Farm, Slough Lane) which was objected to by the 
Parish Council and refused by Chelmsford City Council had now been taken to 
appeal by the applicant.   

 There were no further updates on Danbury Palace or Danbury Medical 
Centre.  Cllr Berlyn advised that in regards to the gardens at Danbury Palace 
the Parish Council has requested that these are kept to the standards in place 
when Danbury Palace was a going concern 

 The Parish Council continued to liaise with the 3 village primary schools.  
Councillors had talked to Year 6 pupils and the school councils about the work 
of the Parish Council.  Children then attended the Parish Council and held a 
mock Council meeting to prioritise projects within a budget.   

 This year four Councillors had to resign;  Sarah Jane Court,  
Arthur Pemberton, Bill Scaife and John Scott.  We recently welcomed  
Gary Gardiner as a new Councillor, but there are still three vacancies – 
residents were invited to talk to any Cllr or the Clerk for details of what is 
involved in being a Councillor.  Cllr Berlyn advised that starting in April all 
Parish Council meetings will commence at the earlier time of 7.30pm and 
reminded those present that PC meetings are open to everyone to attend. 

 The Parish Council continued to support Play in the Park.  The first session 
would be taking place on Wednesday 9th April for the 0 -11 year olds, with two 
more sessions in the summer holidays.   

 Six awards were presented by the Essex Playing Fields Association for the 
football pitches, cricket wicket and children’s play area. Cllr Berlyn 
acknowledged that these (and those awarded in previous years) are due to 



the hard work and dedication over a period of 20 years by the Parish Council 
Groundsman Robin Dickens. 

 A Highly Commended Localism in Action Award was received from the 
Essex Association of Local Councils for communication with the village 
regarding the Danbury Medical Centre Public Meeting. 

 
Planned projects for 2014/2015 for the Parish Council included:  
 

 Complete refurbishment of the Children’s Play Area which was being partly 
grant funded with £30,000.  The work on this would begin in April 2014.   

 Repairs to the steps and refurbishment of the footpath from the Mayes 
Lane car park to the Sports Centre would begin in May 2014.   

 The installation of a permanent Christmas Tree at Eves Corner.   
 
Cllr Berlyn concluded his report by thanking the two County Cllrs and three City Cllrs 
for attending the APM tonight and their continued support through the past year; the 
Parish Office Staff and Mr Robin Dickens; his fellow Cllrs for all their work and 
dedication and to all residents, clubs and committees for coming along this evening. 
 
9.  Report by Chairman of Resources Committee 
Cllr Brian Kennewell thanked Cllr Berlyn for his report and advised that one of his 
roles on the Parish Council is as Chairman of the Resources Committee and that his 
report relates to the expenditure etc. up to last published figures i.e. 31st March 
2013 – these are all detailed in the Spring 2014 issue of the Danbury Times and are 
also available to view on the Parish Council web site with the Annual Return, which 
had also been displayed on the Notice Board in the autumn. 
 
Cllr Kennewell advised that 2012-13 had been a relatively quiet year as far as major 
expenditure was concerned.  There was maintenance work to both the Cricket 
Wicket and Bowling Green.  In the case of the Cricket Wicket the works carried out 
has made an enormous difference, providing the Cricket Club with a much improved 
playing surface – the Cricket Club contributed to the costs of these works.  The 
Bowling Green has suffered once again for subsidence in the corner, this has now 
been rectified and the Bowling Club made a donation towards the costs involved. 
 
Moving onto new equipment Cllr Kennewell advised that two new pieces had been 
purchased for the Groundsman:  a replacement ride-on mower (the old one was 
traded in as part of the purchase price) and a long handled hedge trimmer. 
 
At the Sports & Social Centre the changing room showers were refurbished and 
the fire escape staircase was moved as part of the repair works to the rear entrance 
to the Sports Centre.  The lighting bollards were all replaced with vandal resistant 
versions and are all still present and working!!!   
 
In regards to income Cllr Kennewell announced that income from the Sports and 
Social Centre and the various sporting activities played on Dawson Memorial Field 
came in at £36,700 – a slight increase over the previous year. 
 
Finally Cllr Kennewell advised that the precept for 2013-14 was £186,450 which 
would be held for the coming year. 
 



Cllr Berlyn thanked Cllr Kennewell for his report and added in relation to the precept 
figure and how it is ‘reported’ by Chelmsford City Council in the Council Tax 
Demands, that whilst DPC had not increased its precept, the Government now ‘pays’ 
CCC less in relation to Council Tax Rebated Tenants, this has meant that it now has 
to be expressed differently within the Council Tax Demand paperwork – looking as if 
DPC has increased its precept – this is not the case. 
 
10. Question Time and Chairman’s Concluding Remarks  
Residents raised the following issues and comments which were answered by the 
appropriate Parish Council Committee Chairman.   
 

 Footpaths - Residents were concerned regarding the condition of the pedestrian 
footpaths due to the wet weather.  Cllr April Chapman explained that Essex 
County Council had a long list of schemes and that the Parish Council continued 
to keep up pressure on ECC to get the repairs completed.   

 

 Mayes Lane Road Closure - Concerns were raised regarding the diversions 
signs which did not direct people in the correct direction as the arrow pointed 
straight ahead.  This had been carried out by ECC.   

 

 Danbury Common, Bicknacre Road – Concerns were raised regarding the 
condition of the entrance.  This land is owned by the National Trust and 
unfortunately they had left for the evening.  The Parish Council would pass this 
comment on.   

 

 Elm Green Lane Potholes - Resident had reported potholes in Elm Green Lane 
on 3/2/2014 the road was inspected and assessed on 13/2/2014 and then there 
were no further details on-line as to what was going to happen.  Essex County 
Councillor John Spence stated that although ECC had a limited budget, there 
should be a better service.  There were constraints on time and money, but he 
would investigate the reporting system.   

 

 Potholes - This was a major problem due to the severe weather.  One resident 
felt that it was a waste of money to paint circles around potholes as these were 
washed away before the road was repaired.  ECC had been unable to carry out 
some planned projects due to the weather conditions.  Funding had been rolled 
forward which had pushed projects further behind.  A resident raised the question 
about if he filled the potholes himself, how would he stand legally.  This could not 
be answered at the meeting.  When there was very heavy snow the number of 
claims from compensation had multiplied.  It cannot be promised that every road 
will be repaired.  70 million pounds is being spent on the A127 due to massive 
subsidence.  Ringway Jacobs were working 24 hours a day for 7 days a week 
starting in May as due to bad weather they had not been able to work for 2 
months.  Cllr Mrs Chapman advised that at a meeting she had attended they were 
advised that there is a ‘priority’ list and only really bad potholes would be 
addressed; this is a national problem, partially due to extreme weather conditions. 

 

 Parking at The Heights – Residents reported that this was an accident waiting to 
happen as cars overtaking were on the wrong side of the road on the bend.  
Yellow lines had already been considered and were not feasible.  The Parish 
Council had been pressurising both Essex County Council and Chelmsford City 
Council for improvements here.  Dog Walkers were parking their cars and going 



for walks in the country park.  A question was raised as to whether permits could 
be issued to park in Danbury Outdoors Car Park.  There was also a school, gym 
and nursery in the area which added to the parking issues.  Photographic 
evidence was suggested to back up any requests.  This problem would be 
brought up at the Environment Committee of the Parish Council for further 
discussion. 

 

 Chelmsford City Councillor Ian Wright thanked all the excellent Danbury Parish 
Council staff. 

 

 The Old Pavilion - A question was raised regarding the users of the Old Pavilion.  
The Clerk stated that the Old Pavilion was used by a Healing Centre, a band, 
Daisy Birthing, Sound Collective and Danbury Aggregates at present. 

 

 Reparation Team – The Parish Council continues to work with reparation to help 
maintain the village. 

 

 Essex County Councillor John Spence – Cllr Spence considered that there 
should be a better tracking service for the potholes.  There had been 6,000 
additional call outs due to the bad weather over the winter.  New schemes would 
go to the Local Highways Panel.  Several million pounds had been spent on 
Essex roads and main roads took priority.  At the moment ECC is fighting an 
endless fight but the service has got to improve.    

 

 Bicycles and Pedestrians – A point was raised that if people used their cars less 
the roads would require less maintenance and the footpaths would become more 
of a priority.  However potholes/surface water were also an issue for cyclists and 
pedestrians 

As there were no further questions, the Chairman then thanked everyone for 
attending and for the groups who had taken tables at the APM. 
 
The Chairman then formally closed the Annual Parish Meeting at 9.45pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Signed: ……………………………………. (Chairman) 
 
 
Date: …………………………. 


