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DANBURY PARISH COUNCIL 
A Quality Council 
 
ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE 
 
Minutes of the meeting of the held on Monday 11th March 2013 at the Committee 
Room, the Old School House, Main Road, Danbury  
 
Present:  Cllr A Keeler (Chairman), Cllr A Allen, Cllr S Berlyn, Cllr Mrs A Chapman, 
 Cllr W Scaife, Cllr J Thomson 
 
In attendance:  Mrs H Mayes, Assistant Clerk 
   Mr G Hughes, Big Garden Festival 
   Ms D Dyson, Big Garden Festival  
   Ms C Dyson, Big Garden Festival 
 
113  Big Garden Festival (to be held at Danbury Outdoors on 10th & 11th  
August 2013) 
Mr George Hughes and Ms Debbie Dyson attended the meeting to give more details 
about the Big Garden Festival.  This was intended to be a family orientated festival with 
a garden party atmosphere.  There would be 1000 people attending per day and up to 
250 people camping overnight.  The aim of the event would be to raise money for local 
charities and provide a variety of acoustic music, dance and comedy acts.  Mr Hughes 
had applied to Chelmsford City Council for a licence for the event.  The consultation 
period for the licence application ends on the 18th March 2013.  Mr Hughes showed a 
map to the Committee showing that the stage was located facing away from the A414.  
He confirmed that they had chosen Danbury Outdoors as a venue due to the facilities 
available there and what it had to offer.  A copy of the Event Management Plan had 
been circulated to Members prior to the meeting.  The Festival was being organised by 
3 individuals under the Big Garden Festival heading.  Ms D Dyson is the Events 
Manager at Hedingham Castle and Ms C Dyson organised events at Witham College.  
The organisers hope that further Big Garden Festivals may take place in the future at 
other locations if this one is a success.   
 
Several Members had a variety of issues to bring up regarding the event.  The main 
issues were:   
 

• Site is located at the edge of the village within a close proximately to a number of 
houses.   

• Previous events at the same site have given rise to noise complaints in the past.   
• Sound levels quoted in the Event Management Plan are to be 15 db above 

ambient noise levels.  This was believed to be very loud and would be heard 
across the village for 10 hours in one day.  The noise could be worse if the 
weather conditions were good.   

• No consultation had been carried out with the residents of the village.   
• Additional noise would be generated during the set up, sound testing and take 

down of the event.   
• The drop off area at Danbury Park School was not a suitable place and may be 

hazardous.   
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Mr Hughes confirmed that only light commercial vehicles would be used to transport 
equipment to the site.  The stage is a pop up stage which would be create less noise in 
assembly.  Sound testing would be carried out for an hour on Friday 9th August.  The 
music played would be acoustic (not rock music) although it would be amplified.  The 
event organisers had paid extra for use of ultra-silent generators to minimise noise.  .  
Mr Hughes stated that he had been working closely with ECC and CCC since 
November 2012 to fulfil all their requirements.  Members were unhappy that this event 
had only recently been notified to the Parish Council and felt that Mr Hughes could have 
contacted the Parish Office sooner with details of his proposal.   
 
There was a question over why alcohol would be served at the festival if this was a 
family event.  Mr Hughes stated that the alcohol was not a big part of the event but that 
they wished to provide an option for adults to have an alcoholic drink.  They would be 
using Challenge 25 and wristbands would be provided on the gate to indicate age.  Mr 
Hughes confirmed that the drop off area would be adequate as the festival was being 
held in the school holidays.  The first aid provision had now been altered to provide two 
qualified First Aiders on call overnight rather than using festival staff.  There would be 
fencing around the perimeter of Danbury Outdoors and the event which would be 
monitored by security to stop access via the Country Park.  There would be low key 
children’s entertainment provided i.e. mascot, face painting and balloon modelling.   
 
Cllr Allen had experienced noise from Danbury Outdoors when they had held other 
events such as fireworks display, brass bands and other groups camping and holding 
gatherings.  He felt that Danbury Outdoors was being expanded from its original 
purpose which was as a youth camp.  He felt that the noise generated by the festival 
would greatly disrupt the village.  The topography of the village was such that noise 
travels in a unique way and sound cannot be contained.  If this particular weekend has 
good weather it would prevent many residents of the village from enjoying the outdoors 
or opening windows.   
 
Mr Hughes was asked about the financial projections for the event.  He confirmed that it 
was anticipated that £5000 would be raised for local charities.  They had been in 
contact with the Scouts and were also looking for other local charities to support.  He 
confirmed that the event would be using volunteers to staff the site and that the 
organisers were unlikely to take any payment from the event.  Mr Hughes was asked if 
he would cancel the festival, if requested by the village, in lieu of donating money to 
charity and Mr Hughes confirmed that it was their intention to proceed with the event.  
Mr Hughes stated that he had followed the guidelines set down by Chelmsford City 
Council for this event and could not do any more than that.   
 
The Big Garden Festival organisers left the meeting.   
 
Members then discussed the issues surrounding the proposed festival.  Some Members 
felt unhappy about the way in which the organisers had gone about arranging the event 
and lack of consultation.  The main issues were:   

• Alcohol consumption and associated behaviour 
• Inappropriate venue 
• Traffic congestion on the A414 and surround roads 
• Dangerous area selected for drop offs 
• Noise from the stage, bar, generators and overnight campers etc. 
• Light pollution 
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• 4 days of disruption to the village (including the set up and take down days) 
• Promoters appeared to have limited experience as this was their first event.   

 
Members unanimously agreed that the above points were to be sent to CCC Licensing 
Section as an objection to the licence application for the Big Garden Festival.  It was 
also agreed that the Assistant Clerk writes to CCC and ECC regarding the lack of 
consultation on the proposed event.  The Assistant Clerk was also asked to contact the 
local County and City Councillors to request their support in objecting to the festival.  
The Assistant Clerk would send the documents to the Chairman of the Committee 
before sending to the recipients.   
RESOLVED:  that the Assistant Clerk writes to CCC to object to the license application 
for the Big Garden Festival.  The Assistant Clerk would also contact the local County 
and City Councillors to request their support and write to CCC and ECC regarding the 
lack of consultation with the Parish Council.   
 
114  Apologies for Absence 
Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr Mrs C Jacobs and Cllr M Wood 
 
115  Declarations of Interest 
All Members were reminded that they must disclose any interests they knew they had in 
items of business on the meeting’s agenda and that they must do so at this point on the 
agenda or as soon as they became aware of the interest. They were also obliged to 
notify the Monitoring Officer of the interest within 28 days of the meeting, if they had not 
previously notified her about it.   
 
There were no declarations of interest.   
 
116  Public Questions (Time limited to 15 minutes) 
There were no members of the public present.   
 
117  Minutes of the Environment Committee 
In relation to minute 94, Cllr Scaife confirmed that he attended the Maldon Parish 
Transport Meeting and not Chelmsford.  Cllr Mrs Chapman wished to note that in 
minute 95.6 it stated that cars were parked on both sides of the road in Well Lane.  This 
was not the case as cars only parked on one side.   
RESOLVED:  that the minutes of the meeting held on 6TH February 2013 be approved 
and signed as a correct record.   
 
118  Footpaths 
118.1  Cycling on Footpaths  
There were no further updates to report.   
118.2  Paths for Communities Grant Scheme 
There had not been any further suggestions of schemes.   
118.3  Footpaths Map 
Members discussed and confirmed changes to be made to the footpath map prior to 
printing.  The Assistant Clerk to go ahead with reprinting the map. 
RESOLVED: that the Assistant clerk goes ahead with the reprinting of the footpaths 
map. 
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118.4  Footpath Officer 
Cllr Mrs Jacobs had emailed a report for Members to read in her absence.    
118.5  New interactive Public Rights of Way map 
A briefing was circulated with details of the interactive map.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted and the Assistant Clerk make the agreed 
changes to the footpath map for printing.   
 
119  Parish Transport Meeting 
The last Chelmsford and Basildon Parish Transport Meeting was held on 26th November 
and the notes were circulated.  The next meeting would be held on 11th June.  Cllr 
Scaife confirmed he attends the Maldon Parish Transport Meetings as these were more 
relevant to Danbury.  At the next meeting Cllr Scaife would request that a copy of the 
minutes were emailed to the Parish Office in future.  Cllr Scaife reported that reliability 
issues were discussed for the number 31 and 36 buses although he had not received 
any complaints regarding this.  Cllr Allen commented that although the Park and Ride 
facility was good, he had recently been to Nottingham where the price was a lot 
cheaper.  Cllr Scaife said he could raise this but he felt it was unlikely that the Park and 
Ride would reduce their price as it was always at capacity.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.   
 
120  Highway Matters  
120.1  Vehicles parking on grass verges at Hoynors & Gay Bowers Lane/A414 
ECC Highways had been contacted to ask if they had any objections to the Parish 
Council fitting posts on this land.  No further updates had been received.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.   
120.2  Uneven footway at Hopping Jacks Lane from junction with West Belvedere 
to Simmonds Way(also Mayes Lane & junction of Hyde Lane and Maldon Road) 
Cllr Scaife and the Assistant Clerk had submitted a request to the Local Highways 
Panel for Hopping Jacks Lane.  No response had been received and the Assistant Clerk 
was requested to contact ECC for an update.  It was reported that the paving issue at 
Hyde Lane and Maldon Road was caused by ECC when it was resurfaced.  The 
Assistant Clerk was requested to contact ECC to ask them to look at this again before a 
LHP request was submitted.  Once further information was received on the Hopping 
Jacks Lane submission Cllr Scaife would then look at putting together a LHP request for 
the other issues.   
RESOLVED:  that the Assistant Clerk contacts ECC to get an update on the LHP 
request for Hopping Jacks Lane and that the paving at Hyde Lane is pursued with ECC.   
120.3  Paving at Bus Stop on Bicknacre Road (end of Plumptre Lane, SWF 
bound).   
This item would be submitted to the Local Highways Panel for consideration.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.   
120.4  Double yellow line requests for the Junction of The Avenue and Maldon 
Road and Well Lane 
ECC had assessed the two requests and they did not meet their criteria.  The requests 
had now been forwarded to South Essex Parking Partnership for further consideration.  
They would carry out site visits and a report would be sent to the Lead Officer and Lead 
Councillor for the local area to make a decision on whether to proceed with a scheme 
design.  Due to the high number of requests it could take several months before a 
decision is reached.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.   
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120.5  Local Democracy Week – Feedback from St Johns School 
The children had written to the Parish Council following Local Democracy Week with 
issues that they wished to be investigated.  The two which related to the Environment 
Committee were:   

• Making Butts Lane 2 way 
• Parking problems in the village (especially outside the schools) 

The children would be visiting the Parish Office on the 21st March 2013.  The visit on the 
14th March had been cancelled and would be rebooked.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.   
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120.6  Highways matters (reported items) 
The items below had been reported and updates requested.   
 
Location Issue Reported to Date first 

reported 
Reference 
No 

Outcome 

Pillar Box  Groundsman 
monitoring 

  Have requested ECC Highways if they can help again. 

Southview Road Japanese Knotweed present 
where property has been 
demolished 

ECC & 
Essex Police 

05/09/2012 89329 1/3/13 emailed for update. 7/1/13 emailed ECC for 
update.  9/11/12 Inspection carried out. Liaising with the 
Consultant Arboriculturist to determine if any action to be 
taken and ownership of land. 23/10/12 emailed ECC for 
update. Update from AC - Police Wildlife Liaison Officer 
will be visiting when next in area.  Also reported to ECC 
as encroaching onto footway.  Knotweed is a civil matter 
- neighbour would need to take action if knotweed 
encroaches into her property.  Reported to AC by 
resident.   

Copt Hill Street light not working (only 
one in road) 

ECC 05/11/2012 no ref 
given 

1/3/13 emailed lighting for update. 07/12/12 update lamp 
not drawing power due to faulty wiring in new cell.  
Referred back to manufacturer.  Will chase up.  6/12/12 
update requested from ECC Lighting. reported by 
resident  

Mill Lane 30 mph sign fallen under 
hedgerow from Mill Lane to 
Hyde Lane 

ECC 05/11/2012 94408 1/3/13 emailed for update. 07/01/13 emailed ECC for 
update.  09/11/12 Has been inspected and assessed. 
05/11/12 resident reported sign has been removed but 
not replace.  New report made to ECC,   

Well Lane 30mph missing (post remains 
in place) 

ECC 13/12/2012 2200738 1/3/13 emailed for update. 9/1/13 inspected and 
assessed. 13/12/12 due for inspection.  reported by 
resident at Farmers Market 

Slough Road Footpath 55 requires an 
additional waymark 
 
 

ECC 20/12/2012 2201895 02/01/13 due for inspection.  reported by landowner  
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Location Issue Reported to Date first 
reported 

Reference 
No 

Outcome 

The Heights/St 
Cleres Way 

Steps & footpath at FP 17 
towards churchyard are 
difficult to use in wet/icy 
weather 

ECC 07/01/2013 2204613 06/02/13 due for inspection. 24/1/13 ECC to investigate 
ownership of land. 07/01/13 due for inspection 

Main Road 2 potholes in road shortly 
before turning to Riffhams 
Lane 

ECC 01/02/2013 2210952 21/02/13 has been inspected and assessed.   

Hyde Lane before junction with Mill Lane, 
Pothole in road around 
manhole cover 

ECC 04/02/2013 2211596 Reported by resident at Farmers Market 

Mill Lane Street light on left hand side 
before The Avenue is not 
working 

ECC 04/02/2013 no ref 
given 

Reported by resident at Farmers Market 

Capons Lane Surface water drain blocked ECC 31/01/2013 2210577 21/2/13 due for inspection.  Copies of letters sent to 
Parish Council.  Reported to CCC in error so have 
reported direct to ECC.   

RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.   
 
120.7  Highways matters – (completed/no further action)  
Items below had been notified to the Parish Office as either completed or no further action to be taken. 
 

Location Issue Reported 
to 

Date first 
reported 

Ref No Outcome 

Eves Corner Street light not working located 
to the right of pharmacy 

ECC 20/12/2012 no ref 
given 

04/03/13 Now repaired.  Parish Council has asked for a 
private contractor to look at light - should be visiting w/c 
4/3/13. 03/01/12 ECC & CCC confirmed that streetlight is 
not theirs.  Parish Council do not have any lights.   

Mill Lane Pothole located in Mill Lane 
between Hyde Lane and 
Maldon Road 

ECC 04/02/2013 2211588 04/02/13 No further action at this time. Reported by 
resident at Farmers Market 

RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.   
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121  Chelmsford Local Highways Panel (LHP)  
The minutes of the LHP held on 23rd January 2013 were circulated.  The most recent 
meeting was held on 6th March 2013 
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.   
 
122  Signage Items on Highways as follows: (Items to note no change) 
122.1  Well Lane  
Signage is on Essex County Councils list.  
122.2  Sightlines at Cherry Garden Lane 
There were no further updates.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.   
 
123  Localism small scheme list when opened is as follows: (Items to note no 
change) 
123.1 Runsell Green Reduction in Speed Limit:  There were no further updates.   
123.2 Footway Mayes Lane, Penny Royal Road, Woodhill Road:  An email had been 
sent to the Highways Liaison Officer clarifying where a footway is required 
123.3 Installation of Bollards – Parking on Verge 87 Main Road:  The Highways 
Liaison Officer was submitting a Scheme Validation Request.   
123.4 Speed Reduction in Woodhill Road (to be added when scheme opens):  The 
Assistant Clerk would investigate further to find evidence that this was requested prior 
to the 2011 Speed Limit Review.  Members felt that this issue would have been taken 
into account in the Speed Limit Review.  
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.   
 
124  Bus Shelters 
Power to Bus Shelter outside nr Service Station (Chelmsford Side) 
There were no further updates 
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.   
 
125  Quarries 
125.1  St Clere’s Hall:  There was nothing further to report 
125.2  Royal Oak Quarry:  There was nothing further to report.   
125.3  Sandon Quarry:  There was nothing further to report 
125.4  Proposed site at Tyndales Farm:  There was nothing further to report.  This 
could now be removed from the agenda.   
125.5  Whitehouse Farm Woodham Walter:  There was nothing further to report.  This 
could now be removed from the agenda.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.   
 
126  Danbury Country Park 
There were no updates from the Country Park.  Members reported that the coppicing 
had now been completed and also that the gates had been taken at Well Lane and also 
the car park.  There was a temporary gate in place.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.   
 
127  Danbury Times 
Cllr Mrs Chapman confirmed that the delivery of the Danbury Times was due week 
commencing 18th March 2013.  Cllr Scaife confirmed that he would not be able to assist 
with delivering this time.  Cllr Keeler offered to take some extra copies if required.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.   
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128  Danbury Common/Cyclists  
An email was sent to the Head Ranger asking if he could request cyclists to heed the no 
cycling signs in place around the village.  The Head Ranger had had similar requests 
from users of the common regarding inconsiderate cyclists and he had put up a number 
of no cycling signs.  He would email out to the cyclists that he has contact details for 
asking them to spread the word about taking more care on the paths.  The latest cycle 
report was circulated.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted 
 
129  Hedging  
There were currently no hedges reported to ECC.  It was reported that there was an 
overgrown hedge from Southview Road to Penny Royal Road.   
RESOLVED:  that the Assistant Clerk reports the hedge at Southview Road to ECC.   
 
130  Living Landscapes  
There were no further updates although Cllr Thomson confirmed that Living Landscapes 
are open to any suggestions.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.   
 
131  Heathland Restoration at Lingwood Common Lt Baddow 
No further updates had been received.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.   
 
132  Danbury Duplication Pipeline, Moors Bridge Lane  
The Assistant Clerk had met with Andrew Hart of Essex & Suffolk water regarding the 
pending installation of the pipeline.  Work was due to commence on 18th March and the 
target for completion was 31st May 2013 (weather permitting).  Footpath 15 would be 
diverted during some of this time.  Contact telephone numbers had been given for the 
Site Supervisor, Project Supervisor and Project Manager in case of any queries.  The 
Parish Council owned fence on this land would be reinstated after the work was carried 
out.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.   
 
133  Litter  
Litter Pickers 
There were no litter pickers available from CCC.  Members agreed to purchase 10 
further litter pickers at a cost of £15.99 each.   
RESOLVED:  that 10 litter pickers are purchased at a cost of £15.99 each.   
 
134 Correspondence  
134.1  Parish Cleansing Days 
Members wished to make use of the Parish Cleansing Day which had been booked for 
13th September 2013.  Cllr Scaife suggested that a litter pick be carried out along the 
A414 from St Cleres Hall to Well Lane junction.  The Assistant Clerk would refer back to 
previous issues to see if there were any other recurring items which could be requested.   
RESOLVED:  that the Assistant Clerk confirms the Parish Cleansing Day and requests 
that litter be cleared from St Cleres Hall to Well Lane along the A414.   
 
 
 



 

57 
 

 
134.2  RCCE 2013 Essex Village of the Year and Best Kept Village Competition 
Members did not wish to enter this competition but would be interested to enter the 
similar one which the Parish Council had been successful in previous years.  
(Subsequent to the meeting the Clerk confirmed that previous competition was no 
longer running).   
RESOLVED:  that the Parish Council would not enter the RCCE 2013 Essex Village of 
the Year and Best Kept Village competitions.   
134.3  Chelmsfords Best Kept Garden 
This competition was open to any resident with a permanent postal address in the area 
served by Chelmsford City Council.  Posters would be displayed on the noticeboard and 
website.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.   
134.4 Car Parking Issues and Litter in Well Lane:  An email had been received 
concerning issues of parking and litter from a resident.  The Clerk had reported the litter 
issue to CCC and was currently trying to determine which groups were using the car 
parks at the Sports & Social Centre for long periods of time.  The Clerk had also spoken 
with the developer of the Police Houses as there had been numerous work vans parked 
in the car park.  However, as there are no restrictions on the use of the car park, the 
Parish Council cannot take any action against individuals or groups parked for long 
periods of time.  Cllr Allen suggested that it might be useful to revisit the management of 
the car park at a future meeting.  This item would be referred to the Facilities Committee 
for further discussion.   
RESOLVED:  that the use of the car parks is referred to the Facilities Committee.   
 
135  Matters for Report (including any Climate Change updates) 
There were no matters for report.   
 
136 Dates of Meetings for 2013 
The next meetings would be held on Wednesday 22nd May  & Wednesday 3rd July 2013.   
 
There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 10.20pm.    
 
 
 
 
 
Cllr Alan Keeler 
Chairman 

 

………………………………..       …………………………… 
Signed          Date 


