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DANBURY PARISH COUNCIL 
A Quality Council 
 

ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE 
 
Minutes of the meeting of the held on Wednesday 4th December 2013 at 8pm in 
the Committee Room, the Old School House, Main Road, Danbury  
 
Present:  Cllr Mrs A Chapman (Chairman), Cllr A Allen (Vice Chairman), Cllr S Berlyn, 
Cllr P Howe, Cllr Mrs C Jacobs, Cllr A Keeler, Cllr J Thomson, Cllr Wood 
 
In attendance:  Mrs H Mayes, Assistant Clerk 
 
105  Apologies for Absence 
There were no apologies for absence.   
 
106  Declarations of Interest 
All Members were reminded that they must disclose any pecuniary or non-pecuniary 
interests they knew they had in items of business on the meeting’s agenda and that 
they must do so at this point on the agenda or as soon as they became aware of the 
interest.  They were also obliged to notify the Monitoring Officer of the interest within 28 
days of the meeting, if they had not previously notified her about it.   
 
No interests were declared.   
 
107  Public Questions 
There were no members of the public present.    
 
108  Minutes of the Environment Committee 
RESOLVED:  that the minutes of the meeting held on 23rd October 2013 be approved 
and signed as a correct record.   
 
109  Footpaths 
109.1  Creation of Footpath from Allotments to Footpath 16 
ECC Legal Services were awaiting further information and would then arrange for the 
publication of the order.   
109.2  Diversion of Footpath 5 
The Assistant Clerk had contacted Wilson Properties several times and was still 
awaiting a response.   
109.3  Bridge constructed over Footpath 22 
The ECC Public Rights of Way Officer confirmed that the bridge was installed by the 
golf club as they required a vehicular bridge for additional parking on the field during 
events.  The Footpath Officer had seen vehicle tracks across the field which went to 
Brocks Farm, Twitty Fee and the Assistant Clerk was asked to make the ECC PRoW 
Officer aware of this.   
109.4  Footpath Officer 
Cllr Howe had nothing to report as all footpaths were in reasonable condition for the 
time of year.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted and that ECC is informed of the vehicle use 
across this area.   
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110  Parish Transport Meetings 
There had not been any recent Parish Transport Meetings.  The Parish Council had 
agreed comments to be sent back to ECC on the Bus Consultation.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.   
 
111  Highway Matters 
111.1  Request for yellow lines outside St Johns School  
No further updates had been received.   
111.2  Footway in Hopping Jacks Lane  
No further updates had been received.   
111.3  Cars parking posts at Eves Corner   
The cost of six posts was £65.55 plus VAT and these could be fitted by the 
Groundsman.  The Assistant Clerk would check with the Groundsman to ensure any 
access required was preserved.  Cllr Berlyn proposed that the posts are purchased and 
fitted.  This was seconded by Cllr Wood and agreed unanimously.    
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted and the posts were purchased at a cost of 
£65.55 plus VAT following consultation with the Groundsman.   
 
111.4  Well Lane (additional car park) 
An enquiry had been sent to Lambert Smith Hampton as the agents for ECC land 
regarding the possibility of creating an additional car parking area at the entrance to 
Danbury Outdoors.  They had confirmed that this request has been sent to ECC for 
consideration and was currently being discussed.  The Assistant Clerk also notified the 
Committee that a planning application had also been submitted from Danbury Outdoors 
to widen the entrance to the car park.   
 
Cllr Allen had concerns regarding the reasons for the expansion of the car park and did 
not wish to see the removal of the woodland area as requested by the resident.  He did 
not feel that making this area into parking would be of significant benefit to alleviate the 
issues on Well Lane and that it was up to Highways to make improvements to the road.   
Some Members felt that since the request was only to make an enquiry that the 
Committee should wait until ECC had given their response to decide if it was something 
that they wished to pursue.  Other Members felt that the area on the opposite side of the 
car park (previous location of recycling bins) would be more appropriate for additional 
parking.  It was felt that ECC would be unlikely to fund this project and the school would 
also need to be consulted.  Cllr Keeler proposed that the Committee waits for a 
response from ECC and to decide a further response from that time.  This was 
seconded by Cllr Wood.  There were seven in favour and one abstention.   
RESOLVED:  that the Committee waits for a response from ECC and would decide a 
further response from that time regarding any addition parking provision at Well 
Lane/Danbury Outdoors.   
 
Cllr Allen would prefer that enquiries forwarded to other authorities have a policy view 
from the Parish Council attached, which should state if the enquiry is supported or not.  
It was agreed that this should be discussed further at the next Environment Committee.   
 
RESOLVED:  that an item on Parish Council policy views on enquiries sent to other 
authorities is added to the next Environment Agenda.   
NB:  Note from Parish Clerk:  This item, as it is discussing policy, will need to be placed 
on the next Parish Council meeting agenda in January as all Members of the Council 
need to give their opinion.   
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111.5  Highways matters (reported items) 
The items below had been reported and updates requested.  Where a P3/ P4 defect had been raised, the issue in question did not meet 
the criteria for immediate repair.  Repairs would be undertaken in line with the on-going works programme. 
 
Location Issue Reported 

to 
Date first 
reported 

Ref No Outcome 

Footway at 
junction of 
Maldon Road 
and Hyde 
Lane 

Surface around postbox becomes 
muddy/slippery when wet.  Level 
is not sufficient for drainage.  
Drains appear blocked.  

ECC   2235103 
2247252 
- drains 

04/12/13 JT reported area has been cleaned but still an issue.  
22/10/13 drains now cleared and P3 low priority defect raised 
for dropped kerb to be raised to prevent pooling.  4/9/13 JT 
reported drains were still blocked. 10/7/13 inspected and 
assessed. 4/7/13 Blocked drains reported 09/05/13 area has 
been inspected and assessed.   

Capons Lane Surface water drain blocked ECC 31/01/2013 2210577 22/10/13 Awaiting inspection by drainage engineer - to be 
chased by ECC.  21/2/13 due for inspection.  Copies of letters 
sent to Parish Council.  Reported to CCC in error so have 
reported direct to ECC.   

Hyde Lane 
(at top of 
Dilstons) 

Large pothole around a manhole 
cover 

ECC 08/05/2013 2235783 
22/10/13 P3 low priority defect raised.09/05/13 been inspected 
and assessed.  Reported by resident 

West 
Belvedere 

Road and pavement in poor 
condition 

ECC 08/07/2013 2247744 
2282313 

04/12/13 It was reported that some lengths of kerb are now 
loose and crumbling.  To be added to ECC report. 22/10/13 P4 
low priority defect raised.  19/07/13 has been inspected and 
assessed.  reported by BS 

Junc Gay 
Bowers/ 
Bicknacre 
Road 

High vegetation obscuring 
sightlines 

ECC 08/07/2013 2247767 04/12/13 this was no longer an issue.  22/10/13 external defect 
raised (NT land) and letter requesting vegetation to be cut back 
sent.  20/8/13 has been assessed and further investigations 
being carried out. 19/07/13 further information required. 
reported by JT 

Elm Green 
Lane 

2 potholes at entrance to 
Mildmays 

ECC 26/07/2013 2251821 22/10/13 P4 low priority defect raised.  2/8/13 has been 
inspected and assessed 

Runsell 
Green 

Street light not working ECC 06/09/2013 no ref 
given 
 

reported by AC 
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Location Issue Reported 
to 

Date first 
reported 

Ref No Outcome 

Maldon Road Poplar tree has fallen branch 
opposite Poultons.  Tree could be 
diseased 

ECC 13/09/2013 2261949 22/10/13 Tree Officer currently obtaining quotes.  reported by 
JA 

Well Lane Overhanging vegetation 
obscuring sightlines 

ECC 01/10/2013 2265542 10/10/13 inspected and assessed.  reported by resident.  

Butt Lane Pavement is crumbling and there 
is a 2 to 3 inch drop from the 
boundary of the drive to the 
pavement. 

ECC 02/04/2013 2227575 22/10/13 P4 low priority defect raised.  8/4/13 inspected and 
assessed.  letter from resident - reported to ECC.   

Butts Lane Faded white and yellow lines 
north end Butts Lane 

ECC 12/07/2013 2248944 12/11/13 inspected & assessed. 4/11/13 copy email from 
resident sent to parish council re report.  Low priority defect 
raised.   

St Cleres 
Way 

Ash tree has branches down and 
hanging above footpath (behind 
No 68/66) 

ECC 13/11/2013 2272167 13/11/13 inspected & assessed.   

Pedlars Path top of oak tree has snapped ECC 28/10/2013 2271598 13/11/13 inspected & assessed.   

Maldon 
Road/ Gay 
Bowers 

Oak tree overhanging road ECC 28/10/2013 2271592 13/11/13 inspected & assessed.   

64 Hopping 
Jacks Lane 

Oak tree - broken branches 
hanging in tree and overhanging 
pavement.  Some branches 
already fallen 

ECC 15/11/2013 2271841 
& 
2276677 

13/11/13 inspected & assessed.   

 
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.   
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111.6  Highways matters – (completed/no further action)  
Members noted items below which had been notified to the Parish Office as either completed or no further action to be taken. 
 

Location Issue Reported 
to 

Date first 
reported 

Ref No Outcome 

Mill Lane Hedgerow causing sightline 
problems from Mill Lane to Hyde 
Lane 

ECC 18/07/2013 2251516 22/10/13 P4 low priority defect raised to cut back vegetation.  
09/08/13 has been inspected and assessed.  reported by CJ 

Runsell 
Green 

Bus Stop is obscured by 
overgrowing hedges  

ECC 12/08/2013 2254996 22/10/13 any vegetation encroaching was cleared by inspector 
15/08/13.  15/8/13 inspected and assessed.  reported by 
resident.  

Footpath 59 concrete surface is broken ECC 08/07/2013 2247761 repaired as reported by Footpath Officer 23/10/13.  to be 
repaired by Essex & Suffolk Water as damaged during pipeline 
works. reported by PH 

Footpath 50 overgrown ECC 06/09/2013 2260360 23/10/13 confirmed now cut back. 11/9/13 job raised to be cut 
back.  11/6/13 has been inspected and assessed.  reported by 
AK 

RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.   
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112  Chelmsford Local Highways Panel (LHP) 
The last meeting was held on 6th November 2013.  There were no up to date minutes 
available.  Cllr Berlyn reported that Cllr Bass had attended the last EALC Executive 
Meeting and spoke about the LHP’s.  He made it clear LHP’s were a local issue and 
as the money was delegated to local councils it was up to them to decide how it 
would be spent.  He also confirmed that, due to the long term nature of the projects, 
the majority of LHP money had not been spend this year but would be carried 
forward to next financial year.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.   
 
113  Local Highways Panel Requests/Localism small scheme list 
The current position of the scheme requests were listed below.   
 
113.1  Schemes currently submitted to the LHP 

113.1.1  St Johns School/Butts Lane Safety Issues:  Junction improvements 
(bell bollard) to prevent vehicles over running the verge had been agreed.   
113.1.2  Footway Mayes Lane, Penny Royal Road, Woodhill Road:  A 
feasibility study to look at the provision of a footway to link the village had been 
agreed.   
113.1.3  Uneven footway at Mayes Lane:  No update.   

RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.   
 
113.2  Schemes currently being undertaken by the LHP 

113.2.1  Runsell Green Reduction in Speed Limit:  ECC were still awaiting the 
Cabinet Member decision which should have been made by end of November 
2013.  Cllr Berlyn confirmed that there was a county wide plan to publish all traffic 
orders at same time to reduce costs.   
113.2.2  Installation of Bollards - Parking on Verge 87 Main Road:  No 
update.   
113.2.3  Casualty Reduction Scheme at Bicknacre Road/Gay Bowers Road:  
No update.   

RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.   
 
113.3  Potential Schemes for submission to the LHP 

Installation of posts on grass verges at Hoynors and Gay Bowers 
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.   
 
114  Bus Shelters 
Power to Bus Shelter outside nr Service Station (Chelmsford Side):  There were 
no  further updates.  The Assistant Clerk continued to chase this up with ECC.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.   
 
115  Quarries 
115.1  St Clere’s Hall:  Nothing further to report 
115.2  Royal Oak Quarry:  Nothing further to report.     
115.3  Sandon Quarry:  Nothing further to report.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.   
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116 Danbury Country Park/Danbury Lakes Forum 
The Danbury Lakes Forum in October was cancelled due to the storm and a new 
date had not yet been set.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.   
 
117  Danbury Times 
The Winter Edition had recently been delivered.  The next edition would be out in 
April 2014.  If Members had any ideas for future articles they should let Cllr Mrs 
Chapman know.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.   
 
118 Danbury Common/Cyclists 
No updates had been received.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.   
 
119  Living Landscapes  
There were no updates.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.   
 
120  Lingwood Common Lt Baddow 
Heathland Restoration:  No further updates received.   It was agreed that this 
should be taken off the next agenda.  
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.   
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121  Hedging  
 

Location Issue Reported 
to 

Date first 
reported 

Ref No Actions 

Main Road Overgrown hedge 
onto pavement 
between library 
and Moors Bridge 
Lane 

ECC 13/08/2013 2255162 
2267210 

04/12/13 This could be 
removed.  Has been 
assessed and does not 
meet criteria or has been 
resolved. 22/10/13 
Awaiting highway 
boundary search to 
confirm ownership of 
area.  9/10/13 reported 
again by resident. 
16/8/13 has been 
inspected and assessed. 
reported by resident.  

Acorns, 
Maldon Road 
(opp Tesco) 

Fence put up and 
damage caused 
to Highways 
hedge 

ECC 29/08/2013 2258604 22/10/13 highway 
boundary search 
required.  May be 
residents responsibility to 
make good damaged 
caused.  13/09/13 has 
been assessed and 
further investigations 
carried out.   

Mayes Lane Overgrown hedge 
encroaching onto 
pavement 

ECC 24/09/2013 2264082 17/10/13 inspected and 
assessed.  reported by 
Robin 

Mill Lane/ 
Jubilee Rise 

Cut through is 
overgrown 

ECC 01/10/2013 2265421 
2266769 

21/10/13 inspected and 
assessed - further 
investigations being 
carried out.  CCC have 
put up dog fouling signs.  
reported by DH 

RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.   
 
122  Litter  
122.1  Litter Picking:  A young resident had volunteered to carry out litter picking for 
six months as part of his Silver Duke of Edinburgh Award.  He would be evidencing 
this with photographs and the Parish Council would then confirm his work with a 
certificate.   
122.2  Litter Bin at Copt Hill:  A request had been made for an additional bin at 
Copt Hill.  There was already one bin there next to the bench but this was getting 
filled quickly.  A new bin would cost approximately £300 and CCC would need to 
agree to empty it.  It was agreed to refer this item to Facilities as it was on Parish 
Council land.   
RESOLVED:  that the purchase of a new litter bin be referred to the Facilities 
Committee   
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123  Information Board at St Johns Church 
The CCC Museums Manager had now visited the board and agreed that it was in a 
poor state.  He had cleaned it which had made the text more legible although it was 
still faded.  There were also some cracks.  He would be making enquiries to see if a 
budget could be found for a replacement.  The cost had not yet been calculated but it 
was expected to be in the region of £500 to £1000.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.   
 
124  NATS London Airspace Consultation  
An email from CCC was circulated regarding the above consultation.  The proposals 
did not appear to affect the airspace directly above Danbury.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.   
 
125  Mobile Speed Indicator 
An email was circulated from the PCSO and was discussed by Members.  It was felt 
that the current Speedwatch scheme was carrying out a similar function.  A recent 
Speedwatch in Well Lane had caught 31 people doing over 35mph.  If the 
Environment Committee purchased a speed indicator this would be static rather than 
mobile.  The PCSO had offered to check speeds at Woodhill Road and Well Lane in 
the future.  It was agreed unanimously that the Environment Committee would not 
wish to purchase a mobile speed indicator for the Parish council.   
RESOLVED:  that the Parish Council do not purchase a mobile speed indicator.   
 
126  Matters for Report (for information only, including any Climate Change 
updates) 
It was reported that:   
There was a fly tip of 5 bags of rubbish and plastic bin at the end of Mill Lane where 
it met Southend Road at beginning of footpath which had been there for two months.   
 
The Willow branches at Eves Corner had now been removed and there were two 
hawthorn trees with the National Trust to plant.  The knitting at Eves Corner would 
be removed when the Christmas tree was put up.   
 
There were several Kellys Turkeys signs going up along A414.  There were also 
Christmas tree signs being put up at weekends only.   
 
Big Garden Festival – Cllr Allen wished this to be put back on the Environment 
Committee agenda.  It had been removed as this item had been passed to Parish 
Council and would be progressed further at the end of January.  Some Members felt 
that it was useful for residents to have an opportunity to provide additional evidence 
through the notice in the Danbury Times as this would help with the Review 
Application.  Cllr Allen was unhappy that the resolution had not been acted on as 
swiftly as he would have had hoped as he had been informed by CCC that they 
would support the review.   
 
There were parking and traffic issues in Hopping Jacks Lane.  This was holding up 
HGV’s and stopping vehicles getting though i.e. emergency vehicles.  People were 
parking across driveways and with no consideration to other users of the highway.  
The Assistant Clerk would report this to CCC and the PCSO.   
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127  Dates of Meetings for 2014 
Monday 27th January and Monday 3rd March 2014. 
 
 
There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.25 pm.    

 

Cllr Mrs April Chapman  

Chairman 

 

 

………………………………..       …………………………… 
Signed          Date 


