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DANBURY PARISH COUNCIL 
A Quality Council 
 

ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE 
 
Minutes of the meeting of the held on Wednesday 23rd October 2013 at 8pm in the 
Committee Room, the Old School House, Main Road, Danbury  
 
Present:  Cllr Mrs A Chapman (Chairman), Cllr P Howe, Cllr A Keeler,  
Cllr J Thomson, Cllr Wood 
 
In attendance:  Mrs H Mayes, Assistant Clerk 
 
78  Apologies for Absence 
Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr Allen, Cllr Berlyn and Cllr Mrs Jacobs 
 
79  Declarations of Interest 
All Members were reminded that they must disclose any pecuniary or non-pecuniary 
interests they knew they had in items of business on the meeting’s agenda and that 
they must do so at this point on the agenda or as soon as they became aware of the 
interest.  They were also obliged to notify the Monitoring Officer of the interest within 28 
days of the meeting, if they had not previously notified her about it.   
 
No interests were declared.   
 
80  Public Questions (Time limited to 15 minutes) 
There were no members of the public present.   
 
81  Minutes of the Environment Committee 
RESOLVED:  that the minutes of the meeting held on 4th September 2013 be approved 
and signed as a correct record.   
 
82  Footpaths 
82.1  Paths for Communities Grant Scheme 
There had not been any further suggestions of schemes.  This scheme would end in 
December 2013.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.   
82.2  Footpath Officer 
Cllr Howe reported that a well-constructed bridge had been built across the ditch at the 
north end of footpath 22.  Footpath 59 had now been repaired.  Footpath 50 was still 
overgrown.  Although it was a very short path it was quite regularly used by local 
residents as a cut through.  The Assistant Clerk advised that ECC had raised an order 
to cut back the vegetation.  Cllr Howe asked if there was any knowledge of the owner of 
the land to the left of footpath 15.  The land had been fenced off in places but appeared 
to have sections left open for public access.  No one present was aware of the 
landowners details.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.   
 
82.3  Footpath from Allotments to footpath 16 
Documents had now been submitted by the Definitive Map Officer for a new instruction 
for the creation of the above footpath.  There were no further updates at present as the 
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ECC Legal Department had a backlog of orders.  Cllr Keeler had visited the footpath 
recently and reported that it looked to be in fair condition with short cut grass and should 
be easily passable.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.   
82.4  Diversion of Footpath 5 
The Assistant Clerk had contacted Wilson Properties but had not yet had a response.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.   
 
83  Parish Transport Meetings 
Cllr Thomson attended the meeting on the 3rd October 2013 as the Parish Councils 
Representative.  Cllr Thomson confirmed that the main topic of discussion was the 
consultation on ECC bus services.  The ECC representative wanted residents to 
respond to the survey and let them know which services were needed.  The 
representative was concerned that if there was a poor response, services could be 
reduced.  It was suggested that the poster and questionnaires be made available at the 
next Farmers Market to encourage residents to give their views.  Cllr Thomson also 
confirmed that the Home to School bus consultation and the Park and Ride review had 
now closed.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted and that the poster and questionnaires be 
made available to residents at the next Farmers Market.   
 
84  Highway Matters 
84.1  Request for yellow lines outside St Johns School  
No further updates had been given for this request.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.   
84.2  Footway in Hopping Jacks Lane  
No further updates had been given for this request.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.   
84.3  Cars parking at Eves Corner   
The Head Ranger from the National Trust had confirmed that he would not have any 
objection to additional posts being fitted at Eves Corner.  The Parish Council would 
have to fund and fit the posts.  The Committee requested that the Assistant Clerk find 
out the costs for purchase and fitting of 6 posts and that this item be referred to the 
Facilities Committee if there was no budget available through the Environment 
Committee.   
RESOLVED:  that the Assistant Clerk finds out the cost of purchasing and fitting 6 posts 
to this area and that it be referred to Facilities Committee if they could not be purchased 
through the Environment Committee.   
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84.4  Highways matters (reported items) 
The items below had been reported and updates requested.  ECC had sent through additional updates which were given to the 
Committee at the meeting and noted below.   
 
Location Issue Reported 

to 
Date first 
reported 

Reference 
No 

Outcome 

Footway at 
junction of 
Maldon Road and 
Hyde Lane 

Surface around postbox 
becomes muddy/slippery when 
wet.  Level is not sufficient for 
drainage.  Drains appear 
blocked.  

ECC   2235103 
2247252 - 
drains 

23/10/13 JT confirmed drains had been unblocked but area 
still muddy.  22/10/13 P3 (low priority) defect was raised 
09/05/13 for dropped kerb to be raised to prevent pooling. 
Also, a P3 defect was raised 10/07/13 to clear blocked 
gullies4/9/13 JT reported drains were still blocked. 10/7/13 
inspected and assessed. 4/7/13 Blocked drains reported 
09/05/13 area has been inspected and assessed.  Have 
requested ECC Highways if they can help again. 

Capons Lane Surface water drain blocked ECC 31/01/2013 2210577 22/10/13 Currently awaiting inspection by drainage 
engineer- ECC have chased this up. 21/2/13 due for 
inspection.  Copies of letters sent to Parish Council.  
Reported to CCC in error so have reported direct to ECC.   

Butts Lane Pavement is crumbling and 
there is a 2 to 3 inch drop from 
the boundary of the drive to 
the pavement. 

ECC 02/04/2013 2227575 22/10/13 P4 (low priority) defect was raised 02/04/13. 
8/4/13 inspected and assessed. Reported by resident.   

Hyde Lane (at top 
of Dilstons) 

Large pothole around a 
manhole cover 

ECC 08/05/2013 2235783 
22/10/13 P3 (low priority) defect was raised 02/05/13.  
09/05/13 been inspected and assessed.  Reported by 
resident 

West Belvedere Road and pavement in poor 
condition 

ECC 08/07/2013 2247744 22/10/13 P4 (low priority) defect raised 02/05/13. 
19/07/13 has been inspected and assessed.  reported by 
BS 

Footpath 59 Concrete surface is broken ECC 08/07/2013 2247761 23/10/13 Footpath Officer confirmed repair completed.  to 
be repaired by Essex & Suffolk Water as damaged during 
pipeline works. reported by PH 
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Location Issue Reported 
to 

Date first 
reported 

Reference 
No 

Outcome 

Junc Gay 
Bowers/Bicknacre 
Road 

High vegetation obscuring 
sightlines 

ECC 08/07/2013 2247767 22/10/13 External defect raised (National Trust land) and a 
letter requesting vegetation to be cut back has been 
issued.  20/8/13 has been assessed and further 
investigations being carried out. 19/07/13 further 
information required. reported by JT 

Elm Green Lane 2 potholes at entrance to 
Mildmays 

ECC 26/07/2013 2251821 22/10/13  P4 (low priority) defect was raised 24/05/13. 
2/8/13 has been inspected and assessed 

Footpath 50 overgrown ECC 06/09/2013 2260360 22/10/13 A job was raised on 11/09/13 for vegetation to be 
cut back.11/9/13 has been inspected and assessed.  
reported by AK 

Runsell Green Street light not working ECC 06/09/2013 no ref 
given 

reported by AC 

Maldon Road Poplar tree has fallen branch 
opposite Poultons.  Tree could 
be diseased 

ECC 13/09/2013 2261949 22/10/13 ECC Tree officer is currently obtaining quotes for 
works.15/10/13 To be investigated by ECC Tree Officer.  
reported by JA.  

Well Lane Overhanging vegetation 
obscuring sightlines 

ECC 01/10/2013 2265542 10/10/13 inspected and assessed.  reported by resident.  

 
It was also reported that the vegetation at the junction of Gay Bowers Lane and Mill Lane was obscuring vehicle sightlines.  The 
Assistant Clerk would report this to ECC.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted and any new issues be reported to ECC.   
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84.5  Highways matters – (completed/no further action)  
These items had been notified to the Parish Office as either completed or no further action to be taken. 
 

Location Issue Reported 
to 

Date first 
reported 

Reference 
No 

Outcome 

Southview 
Road 

Japanese Knotweed present 
where property has been 
demolished 

ECC & 
Essex 
Police 

05/09/2012 89329 4/9/13 AC confirmed site has now been tidied and no 
knotweed appeared to be coming through.  17/6/13 Planning 
Enforcement have requested owner to tidy site. 15/05/13 also 
reported to EH and Planning Enforcement as neighbours 
complaining about condition of site.  1/3/13 emailed for 
update. 7/1/13 emailed ECC for update.  9/11/12 Inspection 
carried out. Liaising with the Consultant Arboriculturist to 
determine if any action to be taken and ownership of land. 
23/10/12 emailed ECC for update. Update from AC - Police 
Wildlife Liaison Officer will be visiting when next in area.  Also 
reported to ECC as encroaching onto footway.  Knotweed is a 
civil matter - neighbour would need to take action if knotweed 
encroaches into her property.  Reported to AC by resident.   
 

Copt Hill Street light not working (only 
one in road) 

ECC 05/11/2012 no ref given 4/9/13 SB confirmed the light was now working. 1/3/13 
emailed lighting for update. 07/12/12 update lamp not drawing 
power due to faulty wiring in new cell.  Referred back to 
manufacturer.  Will chase up.  6/12/12 update requested from 
ECC Lighting. reported by resident  

Footpath 
22 

Bridge needs 
repair/replacement 

ECC 30/05/2013 2240193 ECC reported no bridge found.  Could have been put down 
during wet weather and then removed.  reported by footpath 
officer.  

Corner 
Well Lane/ 
Danbury 
Park 
School 

Vegetation overgrown onto 
footway 

ECC 08/07/2013 2247766 4/9/13 Vegetation has been cut back.  09/07/13 inspected and 
assessed 
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Location Issue Reported 
to 

Date first 
reported 

Reference 
No 

Outcome 

1 & 2 The 
Heights 

Tree overhanging road ECC 08/08/2013 2248587 30/08/13 has been assessed and hazard either resolved or 
does not meet investigatory levels.  15/8/13 to be visited and 
assessed. 08/08/13 being investigated 

Elm Green 
Lane 

Potholes at junc with 
Parkdale & outside Arundene 

ECC 14/08/2013 2255538 16/8/13 has been assessed and hazard has either been 
resolved or does not meet investigatory levels.  reported by 
resident.  

Eves 
Corner 

Flooding to pavement outside 
Boots Chemist 

ECC 26/07/2013 2251822 12/8/13 has been assessed and the hazard has either been 
resolved or does not meet investigatory levels 

 
The Committee requested that the Assistant Clerk contact ECC to ask if they had constructed the bridge at footpath 22.  If this was the 
case then ECC should be thanked for completing this work.   
 
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted and ECC be contacted to establish if they had put the bridge in at footpath 22.   
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85 Chelmsford Local Highways Panel (LHP) 
The last meeting was held on 28th August 2013.  There were no up to date minutes 
available.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.   
 
86  Local Highways Panel Requests/Localism small scheme list 
The current position of the scheme requests were listed below.   
 
86.1  Schemes currently submitted to the LHP 

86.1.1  St Johns School/Butts Lane Safety Issues 
86.1.2  Footway Mayes Lane, Penny Royal Road, Woodhill Road 
86.1.3  Uneven footway at Mayes Lane 
There were no updates from the LHP for these submitted schemes.   

RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.   
 
86.2  Schemes currently being undertaken by the LHP 

86.2.1  Runsell Green Reduction in Speed Limit:  Still awaiting Cabinet 
Member decision which should be made by end of November 2013.   
86.2.2  Installation of Bollards - Parking on Verge 87 Main Road:  No 
updates.   
86.2.3  Casualty Reduction Scheme at Bicknacre Road/Gay Bowers Road:  
No updates.   

RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.   
 
86.3  Potential Schemes for submission to the LHP 

86.3.1  Installation of posts on grass verges at Hoynors and Gay Bowers 
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.   
 
87  Bus Shelters 
87.1  Power to Bus Shelter outside nr Service Station (Chelmsford Side) 
No further updates.  The Assistant Clerk continued to chase this up with ECC.     
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.   
87.2  Bus Shelter Cleaning Contract 
Quotes had been received from three companies for the cleaning of the bus shelters 
and it was agreed at the Parish Council meeting on 25th September 2013 that the 
three year contract would be given to Ecocleen.  Ecocleen had commenced cleaning 
from October on the first and third week of each month.  The Assistant Clerk 
confirmed that the contract requested that the cleaning be carried out twice a month 
so on occasion there may be a slightly longer gap between cleans.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.   
 
88  Quarries 
88.1  St Clere’s Hall:  Nothing further to report 
88.2  Royal Oak Quarry:  Cllrs Keeler and Berlyn attended the Royal Oak Liaison 
meeting on 15 October.  Cllr Keeler reported that this was the initial meeting to set 
up the group and the constitution.  There were representatives present from 
neighbouring parishes as well as from the District and County Councils.  The 
meeting was arranged by the Royal Oak Quarry to try to deal with any issues before 
complaints were made.  There had been some complaints regarding motorbike 
events at the pit, which had been allowed by the previous owners.  The current 
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owners had not sanctioned these events and had concerns about health and safety 
implications and so would be trying to stop these events taking place.  They were 
also aware of the issues with dirt on the roads although they believed that they had 
resolved this.  It was brought to their attention that, at weekends, the road has a lot 
of gravel on it from vehicles that had parked and not gone through wheel wash.  It 
was expected that the meetings would be held once each quarter at first and Cllr 
Keeler was happy to continue to attend on behalf of the Parish Council.  
88.3  Sandon Quarry:  Nothing further to report.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.   
 
89 ECC Replacement Minerals Local Plan (RMLP) Examination 
There would be a series of hearings from 5th November 2013 for those who made 
representations to discuss any concerns with the Inspector.  The schedule was 
attached for Members information.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.   
 
90 Danbury Country Park 
90.1  Listed Wall adjacent to Danbury Palace 
The Park Ranger had reported that salvage works had started to the wall.  CCC 
Planning Enforcement had been notified in case any breach had occurred but this 
was not the case.  CCC confirmed that it is likely that, should the application be 
approved, a condition would be made to secure its reinstatement.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.   
90.2  Danbury Lakes Forum 
The Forum was being held on 29th October 2013 at 1pm.  An agenda had now been 
circulated and Cllrs Keeler, Allen and Thomson would be attending.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.   
 
91  Danbury Times 
Cllr Mrs Chapman confirmed that the next Danbury Times was currently being 
prepared and the next editorial meeting would be held tomorrow.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.   
 
92  Danbury Common/Cyclists  
The most recent update was circulated.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.   
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93  Hedging  
ECC had updated the Assistant Clerk and these are noted below.   
Location Issue Reported 

to 
Date first 
reported 

Referenc
e No 

Actions 

Mill Lane Hedgerow 
causing sightline 
problems from 
Mill Lane to 
Hyde Lane 

ECC 18/07/2013 2251516 22/10/13 P4 low priority 
defect raised on 
30/07/13 to cut back 
vegetation.  09/08/13 has 
been inspected and 
assessed.  reported by 
CJ 

Runsell Green Bus Stop is 
obscured by 
overgrowing 
hedges  

ECC 12/08/2013 2254996 15/8/13 inspected and 
assessed and vegetation 
cleared by inspector.  
reported by resident.  

Main Road Overgrown 
hedge onto 
pavement 
between library 
and Moors 
Bridge Lane 

ECC 13/08/2013 2255162 
2267210 

22/10/13 External defect 
raised – awaiting 
highway boundary 
search to confirm 
ownership of area 
between 26-40 Main Rd.  
9/10/13 reported again 
by resident.  16/8/13 has 
been inspected and 
assessed.  reported by 
resident.  

Acorns, 
Maldon Road 

Fence put up 
and damage 
caused to 
Highways hedge 

ECC 29/08/2013 2258604 22/10/13  Highway 
boundary search 
required as damaged 
hedge may be boundary 
feature of property. 
Residents would be 
responsible for making 
good and damage 
caused.  13/09/13 has 
been assessed and 
further investigations 
carried out.   

Mayes Lane Overgrown 
hedge 
encroaching 
onto pavement 

ECC 24/09/2013 2264082 reported by robin 

Mill 
Lane/Jubilee 
Rise 

Cut through is 
overgrown 

ECC 01/10/2013 2265421 
2266769 

reported by DH 

RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.   
 
94  Living Landscapes  
There were no updates to report.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.   
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95  Lingwood Common Lt Baddow 
Heathland Restoration:  No further updates had been received.    
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.   
 
96  Litter Pickers 
A list of residents carrying out litter picks around the village was circulated.  The 1st 
Danbury Beavers had carried out some litter picking around the village during 
September.  CCC held a Parish Cleansing day in September when litter picking took 
place along the verge from Danbury towards Sandon.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.   
 
97  Information Board at St Johns Church 
There were no further updates from CCC Parks and Heritage Services.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.   
 
98  Budget  
The Budget sheet was circulated for Members information.   
 

Budget 2013 - 2014  

Environment Committee 

 
2010-2011 2011-2012 2012-2013 2013-2014 

Parish 
Transportation £150 £100 £0 £0 

Bus Shelter 
Cleaning £1300 £1540 £1560 £2100 

Repairs Bus 
Shelters £500 £500 £500 £500 

Other 
Environmental  £150 £150 £150 £150 

Speedwatch         

Grit         

Total £2100 £2290 £2210 £2750 

RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.   
 
99  London Southend Airport Airspace Change Proposal  
Members discussed this consultation and it was generally felt that it was an issue 
that should be discussed at full Parish Council to enable a wider range of opinions.  
The Committee were all concerned at the proposed changes and the additional 
noise that it would generate if aircraft were to fly at a lower height.  There would also 
be an increase in the number of flights to and from Southend which would add to the 
amount of noise.  Members agreed with some of the points made in the letter that 
had been circulated from The Royal Aero Club of the United Kingdom and in 
particular the first three paragraphs on the second page of the letter.  It was agreed 
that this item should be added to the agenda for the next Parish Council meeting 
with a recommendation that these three paragraphs are supported by the Parish 
Council  
RESOLVED:  that this item is discussed at the next Parish Council Meeting and that 
it is recommended that the three paragraphs on the second side of the letter from 
The Royal Aero Club are supported by the Parish Council.   
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100  Police 
100.1  EALC Annual General Meeting 
The Clerk recently attended the EALC AGM and had drafted notes following a 
presentation from the Chief Constable, Stephen Kavanagh.  Members felt that these 
points were worth considering when working on joining the community together.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.   
100.2  Rural Crime Forum 
The PCC, Nick Alston, would be holding the next meeting of the Rural Crime Forum 
on 26th November 2013 from 11am to 1pm at the Office of the Police and Crime 
Commissioner.  The Parish Council had been invited to send a representative and 
could request for any items to be added to the agenda.  There was some discussion 
about crime in Danbury including the dumping of waste disguised at plastic wrapped 
hay bales and also a recent fire at Woodhill Road which destroyed a farmers 
haystack.  It was suggested that the recent decision to turn off street lights in 
Chelmsford should be requested for inclusion on the agenda as there was concern 
that this would affect crime rates, particularly in rural areas.   
RESOLVED:  that the Assistant Clerk requests that the street light switch off be 
added to the agenda for the Rural Crime Forum.   
 
101  Big Garden Festival 
The Clerk and Assistant Clerk had received the documents to be completed to 
request a review of the licence for the Big Garden Festival.  Once the review form 
had been completed it must be served on all the responsible authorities at the same 
time.  If the review takes place, then a Member of the Council would need to speak 
on behalf of the application at the hearing.  A volunteer was needed for this so that 
this could be included on the review form.  Members discussed the issues and the 
review.  It was felt that the continuous noise and volume were the main issues and 
there was also concern over the suitability of the site for an event of this kind.  The 
only criteria that could be used to request a review was the prevention of public 
nuisance.  The Assistant Clerk was requested to find a definition of this term.  It was 
agreed that this item should be included on the next Parish Council agenda so that a 
suitable Councillor could represent the Parish Council at the hearing.   
RESOLVED:  that the Assistant Clerk finds out further information on the definition of 
public nuisance and that this item is added to the agenda at the next Parish Council 
meeting to request a volunteer to speak at the hearing.    
 
102  Correspondence:  Well Lane:  A resident recently attended a Farmers Market 
and had put forward an idea for a new car park to be created adjacent to the 
Danbury Outdoors Centre with the aim of reducing some of the congestion along 
Well Lane.  This land appeared to belong to ECC.  Another resident had also spoken 
to Cllr Berlyn at the last Farmers Market with concerns regarding the volume of traffic 
and safety at the junctions.  Members discussed these concerns which had been on-
going for a number of years.  The Assistant Clerk was requested to forward the 
request for an additional car park adjacent to the Outdoors Centre to ECC and Cllr 
Spence to see if this was a viable proposition.  It was also noted that there was an 
electrical substation on this area of land so it may not be a suitable location.   
RESOLVED:  that the Assistant Clerk contacts ECC and Cllr Spence to see if it 
would be possible to have a car park in this area.   
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103  Matters for Report (for information only, including any Climate Change 
updates) 
It was reported that there was still people parking on the green space opposite the 
village hall at weekends when sales were held. 
 
It was noted that the Speedwatch scheme had been running at various locations 
around Danbury.  There was still a need for volunteers to assist with this.  Offenders 
details are referred to Essex Police who send a letter to the driver.   
 
It was reported that the local PCSO has a mobile speed indicator that lights up with a 
smiley face.  The Assistant Clerk was requested to contact the PCSO to find out 
what would be involved this setting up in Danbury.  Suggested locations were 
Woodhill Road or just before the mini roundabout at the junction with Well Lane.   
 
 
104  Dates of Meetings for 2013/14 
Wednesday 4th December 2013 and Monday 27th January 2014.   
 
There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.30pm.    

 

Cllr Mrs April Chapman  

Chairman 

 

 

………………………………..       …………………………… 
Signed          Date 


