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Danbury Parish Council 
PLANNING COMMITTEE 
 
Minutes of the Meeting held remotely on 22 February 2021 at 7.30pm  
 
Present:  Cllrs:  S Berlyn, A Chapman, M Hessing (Chairman), A Keeler, N Orange. 
 

In Attendance: Mrs L Mitchelmore (Assistant Clerk), Mr S Scofield (Danbury Society and 6 members of the 
public. 

 
20/21.109 Apologies for absence 
Mr J Alexander 
 
20/21.110 Declarations of Interest 
Members are required to declare any personal or prejudicial interests they know they may have in items of business 
on the meeting’s agenda.  They are reminded that they will need to repeat their declaration at the appropriate point 
in the meeting and leave the room if the interest is a prejudicial one.  Unforeseen interests must be declared 
similarly at the appropriate time. Members have dispensation to discuss and vote in respect of matters relating to 
the Precept and the DCA. 

 
None 
 
20/21.111 Public Question Time 
Members of the public are invited to address the Council, give their views and question the Council on issues on this 
agenda, or raise issues for future consideration (at the discretion of the Chairman). Members of the public may not 
take part in the Council meeting itself. At the close of this item members of the public will no longer be permitted to 
address the Council unless invited to do so by the Chairman. The session will last for a maximum of 15 minutes with 
any individual contribution lasting a maximum of 5 minutes. Members of the public should address their 
representation through the Chairman of the meeting.   
 
Three members of the public were representing sites that had been submitted for consideration for inclusion in the 
Local Plan and were attending to hear the update on the Neighbourhood Plan under agenda item 20/21.115 and 
were keen to engage with the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group. 
 
Three members of the public were resident in close proximity to the application site 21/00081/FUL.  They explained 
reasons for their objections to the proposal for the Solar Farm to the Committee. 
 
It was agreed that Agenda Item 20/21.115 would be brought forward in the Agenda. 
 

20/21.115 Danbury Neighbourhood Plan 
The Assistant Clerk informed the Committee that a draft of the plan had been written and would be sent to 
members of the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group.  It would need to be checked and edited and would 
be sent out for quotes from Planning Consultants to undertake this work.  The Sites Working Group would 
be meeting at the end of the week to begin considering allocation options and next steps with regards to 
public consultations and any necessary further engagement with landowners/agents.  Cllr Berlyn made a 
thanks to the volunteers on the Steering Group for their continued hard work. 
 

20/21.112 Minutes 
RESOLVED: that the minutes of the meeting held on 1 February 2021 were approved and would be signed as 
being a true record. 
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20/21.113 Planning Applications 
20/21.113.1  
Members considered fourteen applications and made responses.  
 
Cllr Orange declared a non-pecuniary interest in application 20/05349/TPO. 
 
Cllr Berlyn left the meeting at 9.17pm. 
 
RESOLVED:  that the responses to applications in Appendix A be submitted to Chelmsford City Council. 
 
20/21.113.2  
Members determined whether to refer any application to which it had objected to the local Ward Member 
for determination by the CCC Planning Committee (unless officers were minded to refuse it). 
 
RESOLVED:  that application 21/00081/FUL would be referred to the Ward Member for determination by 
the CCC Planning Committee (unless officers were minded to refuse it). 
 
20/21.114 Planning Decisions 
The planning decisions in Appendix B were noted. 
 
20/21.115 Danbury Neighbourhood Plan 
It was agreed that Agenda Item 20/21.115 would be brought forward in the Agenda to before item 20/21.112. 

 
20/21/116 Right to Regenerate Consultation – Appendix C 
Members considered a response to the NALC Survey for the Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local 
Government Right to Regenerate Consultation.  Cllr A Chapman proposed that the response be delegated 
to 1 or 2 Councillors and the Assistant Clerk.  Cllr A Chapman volunteered as did Cllr Hessing (depending on 
her availability during the week.) 
 
RESOLVED: that the response be completed by 1 or 2 Councillors and the Assistant Clerk. 
 
Proposed: Cllr A Chapman, seconded: Cllr Hessing, all agreed. 
 
20/21.117 Matters for Report (for information only)  
It was reported that concerns had been raised about a tree that had been heavily cut back.  It was not the 
subject of a TPO or within the Conservation Area and it seemed that the work was undertaken for safety 
reasons. 
 
20/21.118 Date of next meeting 
Monday 15 March 2021 to be held remotely by Zoom at 7.30pm  
 
There being no further business to transact, the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.57pm. 
 
Signed: Chairman      Date 
 



 
 

DANBURY PARISH COUNCIL        Appendix A 
  Planning Committee Minutes: 22 February 2021     Planning Applications 

 

Ref no Property Proposal Comments 

20/02008/FUL Holly Lodge, Hyde 
Lane 

Proposed first floor 
extension above 
existing ground floor 
extension and garage 

No comments 

20/05347/TPO 9 Hyde Green Area W1 - T1 Oak - 
Reduce encroachment 
by 3-3.5m to a height 
of 10m, Remove 
deadwood over 30mm; 
T2 Oak - Remove 
deadwood over 30mm; 
T3 Oak - Remove low 
limb on east side of 
trunk; T4 Ash - Fell to 
low stump; T5, T6 - 2x 
Oak - Fell to low 
stumps - Reason: Trees 
are in decline, mostly 
covered in ivy. 

No comments 

21/00077/FUL Land adjacent 32 
Pedlars Close 

Alterations to existing 
dwelling and removal 
of outbuilding. 
Construction of 1 new 
end of 
terrace dwelling with 
parking for existing and 
proposed, including 
new formation of 
access and widening of 
existing access. 

No comments 



 
 

21/00081/FUL Land East and 
West of St Cleres 
Hall Pit 

Installation of a solar 
photovoltaic (PV) park 
generating up to 25 
MW of electricity 
spread over two sites 
(sited either side of St 
Cleres Hall Pit), 
comprising 
groundmounted 
photovoltaic solar 
arrays and battery-
based electricity 
storage containers 
together with 
substation, 
inverter/transformer 
stations, site accesses, 
grid connection 
cables, internal access 
tracks, security 
measures, access 
gates, other ancillary 
infrastructure, 
landscaping and 
biodiversity 
enhancements. 

The Parish Council strongly objects to this 
Application due to its impact on the landscape 
character of the area, impact on the amenity of 
nearby residents and highways safety concerns.  
A specific need for the solar farm to be located 
at this site, that there are not more suitable 
locations available and that the local community 
will directly benefit, has not been demonstrated. 
 
Whilst the committee is not against the principle 
of Solar Power, this is not an appropriate 
location and is contrary to CCC Policy DM19. 
 
POLICY DM19 – RENEWABLE AND LOW CARBON 
ENERGY states that: 
Planning permission will be granted for 
renewable or low carbon energy developments 
provided that they: 
i. do not cause demonstrable harm to residential 
living environment; and 
ii. avoid or minimise impacts on the historic 
environment; and  
iii. can demonstrate no adverse effect on the 
natural environment including designated sites; 
and 
iv.do not have an unacceptable visual impact 
which would be harmful to the character of the 
area; and 
v.will not have a detrimental impact on highway 
safety. 
 
The Parish Council supports the objections of 
residents’ that have been submitted to the 
planning portal and is concerned about the 
impact on their residential amenity and the 
impact on their rural aspect. 
 
The sites will be visually intrusive from the A414 
and Registered Parks and Gardens (Danbury Park 
and Riffhams), and bring an industrialised aspect 
to the gateway of the village on the approach 
from Chelmsford and the A12.  Danbury Park is 
currently on the Heritage at Risk Register and 
this would be detrimental to its setting. 
 
Part of the proposed site is within an area of 
Hammonds Farm that was given an overall High 
Landscape Sensitivity rating and Moderate 
Landscape Value with Low to medium capacity 
rating, in the 2017 Landscape and Capacity 
Assessment by Amec Foster Wheeler. 
 
There are frequent road traffic accidents at the 
location of the proposed access to the West of 



 
 

the site at the junction of Hulls Lane and the 
A414.  When they result in road closure, traffic is 
forced onto narrow country lanes by way of a 
diversion.  By creating a staggered junction here, 
the situation will be exacerbated. 
 
The proposed junction to the East, close to the 
Junction of Danbury Palace Drive with the A414 
is also a difficult junction, with nearby bus stops, 
no pedestrian crossing and a footway that runs 
on one side of the road only. 
 
The A414 is a busy road, prone to congestion 
and used by HGV’s accessing Maldon and the 
Dengie Peninsula.  There is no consistent 
footway to the park and ride and no off-road 
cycle path.  Any glare from the panels would be 
distracting to motorists. 
 
The Parish acknowledges that the proposed 
planting scheme, gaps in fences for wildlife and 
the preservation of the Public Footpath are 
good.  However, it will take many years for trees 
and hedges to mature and create an effective 
screen. 
 
There is also a concern about the impact on 
wildlife in the area and the nearby Ancient 
Woodland and there seems to be little 
mitigation proposed to prevent this. 
 
If Planning Officers are minded not to refuse this 
application, please would they ensure that the 
following conditions are made: 
 
1.  That mature trees and hedging be 
incorporated into the planting scheme to 
provide immediate screening. 
2.  That a thorough archaeological study is 
undertaken, due to the historic landscape 
setting, character and heritage of the area. 
3.  That the opportunity to create an off-road 
cycle path and pedestrian footway linking 
Danbury to the Park and Ride at Sandon and into 
the Army and Navy scheme is taken. 
4.  That a pedestrian crossing is installed in the 
vicinity of Danbury Palace Drive and the bus 
stops. 
5.  That the site is returned to an enhanced 
greenfield condition at the end of the life of the 
Solar Farm and not permitted a change of use 
for industrial purposes. 
 



 
 

21/05023/TPO 4 Mill Lane T1, T2,T3, T4 Oaks - 
located at front 
boundary - Crown 
reduction by 2m 
maximum, 
cutting at suitable 
growing points. Crown 
lift to give 4m 
clearance above 
ground level - 
Reason: To tidy the 
scruffy appearance of 
the trees, ensure good 
health and clear the 
dead wood. 
Case Officer 

The Parish Council has no objection to the 
general maintenance work but are not entirely 
happy with the extensive crown reduction or 
reason given to justify it. 

21/05511/CAT 113 Main Road Prunus - located in 
back garden - Fell; 
Apple tree - located in 
back garden - Crown 
reduce by 1.5m; 4x 
Prunus - located in 
front drive - Crown 
reduce by 0.5m - 
Reason: 
Tree maintenance. 

No comments 

21/05512/CAT 43 Main Road 4x Golden Leyland 
Cypress and hawthorn 
hedging along the 
boundary of the 
property 
garden - Fell - Reason: 
Out of control and 
have damaged all the 
boundary fencing 
which needs replacing. 

As it is in the conservation area, a new hedge 
should be planted along the fence line. 

21/05103/TPO Lingwood 
Common 

W1 - Oaks - Remove 
significant deadwood 
overhanging the road; 
Reason - To prevent 
deadwood from falling 
onto the road; W2 - 
Fell 1x heavily decayed 
Oak and 1x dead Oak - 
Reason - For safety as 
there is the potential 
to fall into the road. 

This application is for works to Parish Council 
Trees and so no comments will be made. 

21/00208/FUL 6 Millfields Demolition of rear 
conservatory and front 
porch. New rear 
extension and front 
porch. Alterations to 
fenestration 

No comments 



 
 

20/05349/TPO Little oaks, South 
View Road 

Oak (T1) - Remove 
dead wood and trim 
back branch by 3m that 
is growing across the 
public footpath - 
Reason: Nesting birds 
causing a nuisance in 
branch. 

No comments 

20/05322/TPO Woodlands, 14 
Runsell Lane 

Area G1 - Oak - Crown 
reduce by approx. 2m, 
trim back overhanging 
branch by 4m; Area G2 
- 5x Oaks - Remove 
deadwood; Area G3 - 
3x Oaks - Remove 
deadwood - Reason: 
Tree maintenance. 

The Parish Council has no objections to the 
crown reduction and trimming back of the 
hanging branch for the oak in area G1. 

21/00235/LBC Riffhams, 
Riffhams Lane 

Refurbishment of 
interior rooms of main 
house, including 
maintenance works to 
roof and windows. 

No comments 

21/00212/LBC The Bell, 126 
Main Road 

Retrospective 
application for the 
addition of both 
illuminated and non-
illuminated signs 
to the exterior of the 
building with hanging 
lantern and 6x 
floodlights. 

The Parish Council has no comments; however, 
it is disappointed that works had been 
undertaken before permission had been 
granted. 

21/00210/ADV The Bell, 126 
Main Road 

Retrospective 
application for the 
installation of 2x 
externally illuminated 
fascia signs, 1x 
externally illuminated 
projecting sign, 3x non-
illuminated hoarding 
signs. 

The Parish Council has no comments; however, 
it is disappointed that works had been 
undertaken before permission had been 
granted. 
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Ref no Property Proposal Comments 
20/01997/FUL 
Permitted 

 62 Mill Lane Single storey rear and side 
extensions and porch 
alterations 

No comments (on the understanding that 
none of the proposals related to the 
outbuilding) 

19/01767/S73 
Permitted 

Woodend Cat 
Hotel, 77 Hopping 
Jacks Lane 

Variation of condition 2 of 
approved application 
19/01767/FUL (Demolition 
of existing cattery and 
construction of a new 
residential property with 
private entrance off 
Runsell Lane and new 
timber canopy). Alteration 
to roof covering - changing 
from timber clad roof to 
standing seam zinc. 
Reduction in size of 
chimney flue. | Woodend 
Cat Hotel 77 Hopping 
Jacks Lane Danbury 
Chelmsford CM3 4PD 

The Parish Council strongly objected 

20/02121/FUL 
Permitted 

Arden. 27 Hyde 
Lane 

Remove existing 
Conservatory to side and 
construct new 
replacement 
Orangery. 

No comments 

 


