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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 28 November, 2018 at 7.30 pm at The 
Old School House, Main Road, Danbury 
 
Present: Cllrs S Berlyn (Chairman)  

Mrs A Chapman (Vice Chairman) 
Mrs L Anstee 
C Baker 
G Chapman 
 

 
Mrs M Hessing 
A Keeler 
J Steele  
M Telling 
J Thombs 
 

In attendance: Ms M Harper, Clerk 
 

90 Apologies for absence 
Cllr Mrs B Hallett 

 
91 Declarations of Interest 
Members are required to declare any personal or prejudicial interests they know they may have 
in items of business on the meeting’s agenda.  They were reminded that they will need to repeat 
their declaration at the appropriate point in the meeting and leave the room if the interest is a 
prejudicial one.  Unforeseen interests must be declared similarly at the appropriate time. 
Members have dispensation to discuss and vote in respect of matters relating to the Precept 
and the DCA. 
 
There were no interests declared. 

 
92 Public Question Time 
There were no questions from the public. 

 
93 Approval of Minutes 
RESOLVED that the minutes of Parish Council meeting held 26 September, 2018 were 
accepted as a true record. 
 

94 Presentation from Neighbourhood Plan Group 
Members of the Neighbourhood Plan Group (the Group) gave a presentation to the Parish 
Council explaining the actions so far undertaken, an outline of the results of the recent 
village questionnaire which will form the basis of the public exhibition being held at the Old 
Pavilion on 7 and 8 December 2018 and the timescales for the next steps.  The Group are 
currently preparing a Draft Plan for discussion and adoption by the Parish Council; the 
Group is aiming to commence discussions with the Parish Council in March 2019. 
 
The Chairman of the Parish Council thanked the Group for their hard work and commitment 
in the preparation of the Neighbourhood Plan. 
 
The Chairman requested approval of the Parish Council to bring forward agenda item 106 
 

106  Lease for Sports & Social Club with Danbury Community Association 
After discussion regarding the benefits of the Danbury Community Association (DCA) being able 
to negotiate new terms with the gym provider the following was agreed: 
 
RESOLVED  
 

106.1 that the DCA continue to manage the Sports and Social Club, proposed by Cllr Mrs 
M Hessing and seconded by Cllr A Keeler, all agreed 
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106.2 to agree, in principle, to entering into a new lease arrangement to run from July 
2019 to December 2036 with the Danbury Community Association (DCA) for the 
running of the Sports and Social Club.  The terms of the lease to be discussed and 
negotiated with the DCA separately by the Lease Working Group and brought back 
to Parish Council for ratification at a later date; proposed by Cllr P Sutton and 
seconded by Cllr J Steele, all agreed 

 

95 Co-option consideration 
The candidate, spoke to the Parish Council and answered questions from Councillors 
regarding the application for co-option.  
 

96 Grant Applications for 2019 – 2020 
Further to discussion regarding the legalities of grants from a parish council to a church, the 
following was recommended by the Grants Working Party and agreed: 
 
RESOLVED that £1,500.00 be granted to the St Johns Church, Danbury in response to 
their application for a grant for the maintenance of the church green; proposed by Cllr P 
Sutton and seconded by Cllr M Telling, all agreed 

 
97 Community Special Constables 
After lengthy discussion regarding the recruitment process and the potential positive effect 
on the village it was agreed that the Parish Council would be in favour of recruiting and 
meeting the expenses of Community Special Constable’s in Danbury 
 
RESOLVED that the Parish Council would support the recruitment of up to 4 Community 
Special Constables and that £4,000.00 from this year’s (2018/19) budget be moved to an 
Earmarked reserve to meet the cost of expenses once a fully trained Community Special 
Constable is assigned to Danbury. 

 
98 Precept 2019 -2020 
The following recommendation from the Resources Committee was agreed: 
 
RESOLVED that the figure of £205,156 be set as the Precept for the year 2019/2020 and 
Chelmsford City Council are advised accordingly; proposed by Cllr P Sutton and seconded 
by Cllr J Steele, all agreed. 
 
The Chairman of the Parish Council thanked the Members for their work on setting the 
budgets for their respective committees. 
 

99 Reports from Village Organisations  
Cllr Mrs M Hessing attended the Remembrance Service on behalf of the Parish Council and 
noted that the War Memorial had been rededicated. 
 
Cllr Mrs L Anstee attended the Developing a Dementia Friendly Community which will be 
reviewed by the Health and Wellbeing Working Group 
 

100 Reports from Committees  
100.1 Resources Committee – Chairman to Report  

 
100.1.1 The minutes of the last meeting as published were noted 

 
100.1.2 It was agreed that the recommendation from the Resources to the 

Financial Regulations be adopted 
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RESOLVED that the amended Financial Regulations be adopted, 
proposed by Cllr P Sutton and seconded by Cllr J Steele, all agreed 

 
100.2 Planning Committee – Chairman to Report  

The minutes of the last meeting as published were noted 
 

100.3 Environment Committee – Chairman to Report  
The minutes of the last meeting as published were noted 

 
100.4 Facilities Committee – Chairman to Report  

The minutes of the last meeting as published were noted.  Thanks to the Parish 
Office staff for their continued hard work and to the team who assisted with the 
fencing for Elm Green were noted. 

 

101 Co-option Policy 
It was agreed that the revised Co-option Policy be adopted. 
 
RESOLVED that the revised Co-option Policy be adopted from 1 December 2018, proposed 
by Cllr J Thombs and seconded by Cllr J Steele, all agreed  
 

102 Standing Orders 
It was agreed that the revised Standing Orders be adopted. 
 
RESOLVED that the revised Standing Order be adopted, proposed by Cllr Mrs A Chapman 
and seconded by Cllr C Baker, all agreed  
 

103 Purchase of Display Case for Meeting Room 
RESOLVED to purchase the “Billy” Display Case from IKEA for the meeting room at the 
Parish Office for £160.00, proposed by Cllr Mrs A Chapman and seconded by Cllr Mrs M 
Hessing, all agreed. 
 

104 Donation to charity in respect of the Tommy figure donated to the Village 
RESOLVED to donate £100.00 to the Pilgrim Bandits charity in respect of the Tommy figure 
donated to the village by Mr Morgan in commemoration of the end of World War I, proposed 
by Cllr G Chapman and seconded by Cllr Mrs M Hessing, all agreed 
 
The Clerk will invite Mr Morgan to the January 2019 Parish Council meeting to receive the 
cheque on behalf of the Pilgrim Bandits. 
 

105 Land Slippage on Dawson Memorial Field 
105.1 RESOLVED to agree the recommendation of the Land Slippage Working Group 

for the installation of a gravel path and lighting to allow safe access to the 
Bowling and Tennis Club from the end of the existing path/drive way on Dawson 
Memorial Field behind the Sports & Social Centre at a cost of £2,668.00, 
proposed by Cllr J Steele and seconded by Cllr J Thombs, all agreed 

 
105.2 RESOLVED to agree that authority be delegated to the Land Slippage Working 

Group to review and agree the fee proposal and costs for a feasibility study, 
including professional management, into the options for resolving the land 
slippage on Dawson Memorial Field, proposed by Cllr J Steele and seconded by 
Cllr G Chapman, all agreed 

 

106  Lease for Sports & Social Club with Danbury Community Association 
This agenda item was brought forward with the permission of the members. 
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107 Response to Essex Association of Local Councils Strategic Plan 
Consultation 

It was agreed that the Clerk and Chairman would respond on behalf of the Parish Council; 
Councillors were requested to send any responses to the Clerk before Thursday 6 
December for inclusion 
 

108  Devolution of Highways 
After some discussion it was agreed that the Clerk would notify Essex Association of Local 
Council who were coordinating the pilot that the Parish Council wished to withdraw its 
interest in taking part in the pilot, Essex County Councillor J Spence would be copied into 
the notice 
 
RESOLVED to withdraw interest in taking part in the Highways Devolution Pilot, proposed 
by Cllr Mrs A Chapman and seconded by Cllr M Telling, all agreed. 
 

109 Public conversation regarding the potential closure of Danbury Library 
109.1 It was noted that Essex County Councillor John Spence has requested that a 

joint public conversation with the Parish Council be held at the Danbury Mission 
on Saturday 8 December 2018 at 11am to discuss the potential closure of 
Danbury Library.  Councillors to advise of availability to attend the meeting. 

 
109.2 RESOLVED to pay a contribution of £30.00 to Danbury Mission for the use of 

the facilities, proposed by Cllr S Berlyn and seconded by Cllr J Steele, all 
agreed 

 
110  Councillors’ Surgeries  
To discuss and agree attendance for Councillor Surgeries to be held in the Sports and 
Social Centre – next dates would be  

1 December 2018 – Cllrs Mrs A Chapman and G Chapman 
2 February 2019 – Cllrs S Berlyn and J Thombs 

 
111  Correspondence  
Nothing to report 
 

112  Matters for Report (for information only)  
No matters for report 
 
113 Exclusion of Press and Public 
In accordance with S.1 of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 to resolve 
that in view of the nature of the business to be discussed it is in the opinion of the 
Committee advisable that the Public and Press be excluded and they are instructed to 
withdraw 
 
114 Consideration of candidate for co-option 
It was agreed to co-opt the candidate; the Clerk to confirm. 
 
115 Communications Working Group 
RESOLVED to adopt the recommended action plan for Operation London Bridge, proposed 
by Cllr Mrs A Chapman and seconded by Cllr C Baker, all agreed 
 

116  Dates of next meeting :  
Wednesday 30 January 2019 to be held at the Danbury Parish Committee Room, Old 
School House, Main Road, Danbury, CM3 4NQ at 7.30pm  
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