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DANBURY PARISH COUNCIL 
A Quality Council 
 

PLANNING COMMITTEE 
 

 
Minutes of the Meeting held on 17th December 2018 at 7.30pm in the Meeting 
Room, The Old School House, Main Road, Danbury 
 

Present: Cllrs:  M Telling (Chairman), J Thombs (Vice Chairman), Mrs A 
Chapman (ex officio), C Baker, Mrs M Hessing, A Keeler, J 
Steele. 

In Attendance: Mrs L Mitchelmore (Assistant Clerk), Mr J Alexander, Mr R 
Cole-Jones and two members of the public. 

 

143 Apologies for Absence 
 Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr S Berlyn (ex officio). 
  
144 Declarations of Interest 
 All Members were reminded that they must disclose any pecuniary or non-

pecuniary interests they knew they might have in items of business on the 
meeting’s agenda and that they must do so at this point on the agenda or as 
soon as they became aware of the interest.  They were reminded that they 
would need to repeat their declaration at the appropriate point in the 
meeting and leave the room if the interest was a pecuniary one.  They were 
also obliged to notify the Monitoring Officer of the interest within 28 days of 
the meeting, if they had not previously notified her about it. Unforeseen 
interests must be declared similarly at the appropriate time.   
 

 There were no interests declared 
  
145 Public Question Time  
 145.1. The members of the public addressed the Committee regarding  

Application 18/01592/FUL. 
  
 145.2. Application 18/01592/FUL was brought forward in the agenda and 

considered.  
  
 Cllr J Thombs arrived at the meeting at 7.43pm and had no interests to 

declare. 
  
 The response to the application was agreed. 
  
 RESOLVED:  that the response to application 18/01592/FUL in 

Appendix A be submitted to Chelmsford City Council. 
  
 The members of the public left the meeting at 8.05pm. 
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146 Minutes 
 RESOLVED:  that the minutes of the meeting held on 26th November 2018 

were approved and signed as a correct record 
  
147 Planning Applications – Appendix A 
 147.1. Two applications (in addition to the application in minute 145.2) were  

considered and responses agreed. 
  
 RESOLVED:  that the responses to the planning applications in 

Appendix A be submitted to Chelmsford City Council (CCC). 
  
 147.2. The Committee determined whether to refer any applications to the 

 Ward Member. 
  
 RESOLVED:  that application 18/01853/FUL, 139a Main Road, be 

referred to the local ward member for determination by the CCC 
Planning Committee (unless officers are minded to refuse it.) 

  
 147.3. The Committee discussed the additional documents (Swept Path 

Analysis from the West and Delivery Management) that had been 
provided for application 18/01171/FUL, Land at the Bell, 126 Main 
Road after the application had been considered at the meeting of 
26th November.  The Assistant Clerk advised that an extension for 
comments could not be given, however the Planning Officer would 
accept comments in writing but may not be able to include them in 
his report.  The Committee determined that an additional comment 
should be submitted and that it should be referred to the ward 
member for determination by the CCC Planning Committee. 

  
 RESOLVED:  that the following comment be submitted for 

application 18/01171/FUL, Land at the Bell, 126 Main Road and that 
it be referred to the Ward Member for determination by the CCC 
Planning Committee: 

  
 ‘Having considered the additional documents, the Council still objects 

strongly to this application. 
 
It is noted that the new Swept Path Analysis still does not show a 
turning circle for large vehicles as requested by Essex Highways in 
their comment of 22 August 2018.  Neither does it mark the 
Pedestrian Crossing and its markings.  (This is of concern as drivers 
may be concentrating on making a right turn rather than the 
crossing.)  It does highlight the narrowness of the road. 
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Essex Highways in their comment of 22nd August 2018, required 
service vehicles to enter and leave without crossing the centre line of 
the Bell Hill Carriageway.  If this means service vehicles should only 
approach and leave using the east bound lane and not turn right from 
the west bound lane it is not clear how the General Delivery 
Management document will deal with this. 
 
The General Management Delivery document does not make it clear 
to drivers of large lorries, what happens if their arrival is late and falls 
outside the specified hours. 
 
It is noted that the access road narrows significantly where the 
existing building juts out.  The Council is concerned that this could 
cause traffic blockages on the access road (particularly at times 
when transit size vehicles and customer vehicles could both be using 
the access road.) and the resultant queue could extend onto the very 
busy A414 and interfere with the pedestrian crossing and the 
operation of the mini-roundabout.  This does not appear to be 
addressed in the application. 
 
It is not clear from the Transport Statement whether the collection of 
business waste will be done by kerbside collection or the refuse 
lorries will enter the site.  If the latter, does the swept path analysis 
cover this size of vehicle?  The Council objects to the kerbside 
collection of business waste in this instance as it will be very close to 
the mini-roundabout. 
 
It is considered that to propose such a narrow entrance way to these 
commercial premises is poor design.’ 

  
148 Planning Decisions – Appendix B 
 Five planning decisions were received and noted. 
  
149 Tree Applications – Appendix C 
 Two applications were considered and responses agreed. 
  
 RESOLVED:  that the responses in Appendix C be submitted to CCC. 
  
150 CCC Planning Committee 
 The next meeting was due to be held on 15th January 2018. 
  
151 Neighbouring Parishes Planning Applications 
 Members noted the updates from neighbouring parishes. 
  
152 Planning Appeals 
 There were no planning appeals. 
  
153 Planning Enforcement 
 There were no enforcement matters reported.  One previously reported 

enforcement matter had been resolved and another was ongoing.   
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154 Danbury Neighbourhood Plan 
 A report was given by Cllr J Steele.  The exhibition held on the 7th and 8th of 

December to feed back the results from the questionnaire had been well 
attended and successful.  The exhibition materials presented the 
information very clearly and residents were engaged by them.  The 
Committee extended their thanks to the Steering Group members who had 
prepared the exhibition materials.  The Exhibition had been held on the 
same day as a meeting regarding the future of the library and it was 
reported that a number of residents went on from that meeting to attend the 
exhibition – including the Mayoress and her Consort. 
 
The Neighbourhood Plan Coordinator added that two working groups, the 
Sites Group and Plan Writing Group were focusing on site assessments and 
the text and draft policies for the plan.  Good progress was being made and 
it was testament to the dedication of members of the group that so many 
were still giving their time for the production of the plan. 
 
The group had been awarded Technical Support for Site Options and 
Assessments though the grant funding body.  Both this and the 
commissioning of the Research Company to assist with the 2nd 
Questionnaire brought an independent perspective to the work of the 
Steering Group and the professional advice would be invaluable to the 
group and add validity to the plan. 

  
155 Chelmsford City Council – Examination Hearing Sessions 
 A verbal report was given by the Assistant Clerk, from the Hearing Session 

on 11th December 2018 regarding Growth Area 3 – which included Danbury.  
The Chelmsford City Council Councillor Senior Planning Officer had advised 
that the clarification had been sought as to whether the number of homes 
allocated to Danbury was 100 or around 100, and what would happen in the 
event that the Neighbourhood Plan was not delivered.   

  
156 Consultation – Draft Maldon District Council Green Infrastructure 

Strategy 
 The consultation document was considered and it was decided that no 

response would be made. 
  
 RESOLVED:  that no response would be made to the Maldon District 

Council Green Infrastructure Strategy. 
  
157 Planning matters for report (for information only) 
 It was reported that the Fire and Rescue Five Year Plan was currently 

subject to public consultation. 
  
158 Forthcoming Meetings 2019 
 Meetings were scheduled for 14th January and 11th February at 7.30pm at 

the Parish Council Office. 
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 There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 
8.58pm. 

 

Chairman  
 
………………………………………………………
……………. 

 
……………………………………
……… 

Signed Date 
 



DANBURY PARISH COUNCIL                   Appendix A 

Planning Committee:  17th December 2018                           Planning Applications 

 
 

Ref no Property Street 

name 

Proposal Committee 

date 

Comments 

18/01592/FUL  Arundene Elm 

Green 

Lane 

Replacement Outbuilding. 17/12/18 The Committee is concerned about the 

overall height of the new building and would 

recommend lowering the roof height and 

pitch.  It also considers that the velux 

windows are unnecessary and any windows 

on the West side should be fixed and 

opaque.  Permitted development rights 

should be withdrawn and neither the garage 

nor the pool room should be used for 

residential purposes.  The committee 

supports the recommendations of the 

arboricultural report. 

18/01899/FUL  Tudor House Penny 

Royal 

Road 

Two single storey rear 

extensions. 

17/12/18 No Comments 

18/01853/FUL   139A  Main 

Road 

Single storey rear extension 

and loft conversion consisting 

of new dormers, rooflights 

and enlarged second floor 

front window. 

17/12/18 We completely support the comments of 

Planning Listed Buildings and Conservation, 

dated 11th December 2018. 

 



DANBURY PARISH COUNCIL                   Appendix B 

Planning Committee:  17th December 2018                           Planning Decisions 

 
 

Ref no Property Street 

name 

Proposal Committee 

date 

Comments Dec'n & 

Date 

18/01658/FUL Lower 

Lodge  

Main 

Road 

Single storey side 

extension 

05/11/18 No Comments Permitted 

29/11/2018  

18/01711/FUL 10 Maldon 

Road 

Replacement of Ground 

Floor Window 

15/10/18 No comments Permitted 

29/11/2018 

18/01712/LBC 10 Maldon 

Road 

Replacement of Ground 

Floor Window 

15/10/18 No comments Permitted 

29/11/2018 

18/05189/TPO 10A  Hyde 

Lane 

T1 - Oak - pollard crown to 

previous points (up to a 

maximum of 3m).  Sever 

ivy. T2 - Oak - crown 

reduce to previous pruning 

points (up to a maximum of 

3m). T3 - Oak - crown 

reduce to previous pruning 

points (up to a maximum of 

3m).  All cuts to be made to 

the nearest suitable growth 

point.  Reason: to maintain 

good health of trees. 

15/10/2018 No comments. Permitted  

20/11/2018 



DANBURY PARISH COUNCIL                   Appendix B 

Planning Committee:  17th December 2018                           Planning Decisions 

 
 

Ref no Property Street 

name 

Proposal Committee 

date 

Comments Dec'n & 

Date 

18/01575/FUL 2, 

Hullbroom 

Cottages 

Sporhams 

Lane, 

Sandon 

Re-submitting approved 

plans for a single-story rear 

extension that have 

expired. 

05/11/18 No Comments Permitted 

3/12/2018 

 



DANBURY PARISH COUNCIL                   Appendix C 

Planning Committee:  17th December 2018                           Tree Applications 

 
 

Ref no Property Street 

name 

Proposal Committee 

date 

Comments 

18/05631/CAT  18B Main 

Road 

oak - Reduce crown by up to 

3 metres, also reduce lowest 

two stubs.  Birch - Reduce 

height by up to 4 metres.  

Reason:  The oak tree is 

close to the boundary eith a 

neighbour and the branches 

shade his lawn, also it 

shades our garden and lawn.  

The birch is extremely tall 

and needs controlling.  

Reducing the birch makes it 

less likely that it will be 

uprooted and blown over in 

high winds. 

17/12/2018 Birch - We dispute the necessity to reduce 

the birch by 4 metres.  Oak - We are 

concerned about the level of reduction of the 

oak and do not think that the reasons given 

are justifiable. 

18/05222/TPO 7 Hopping 

Jacks 

Lane 

(T1) Willow & (T3) Willow - 

Re-pollard all stems back to 

most recent cutting points by 

5.0 to 6.0m above ground 

level, remove dead stubs, 

rubbing and crossing 

branches and thin-out 

epicormic shoots.  (T4) Silver 

birch - crown lift to 

approximately 1.5m removing 

five lower laterals.  Reason: 

To provide a clear line of 

17/12/2018 No Comments 



DANBURY PARISH COUNCIL                   Appendix C 

Planning Committee:  17th December 2018                           Tree Applications 

 
 

Ref no Property Street 

name 

Proposal Committee 

date 

Comments 

sight when reversing vehicles 

onto carriageway.  Good 

arboricultural practice. 

 


