
DANBURY PARISH COUNCIL 
A Quality Council 
 

PLANNING COMMITTEE 

 
 
Minutes of the Meeting held on 15th January 2018 at 7.30pm in the Meeting 
Room, The Old School House, Main Road, Danbury 
 
Present:      Cllrs:   M Telling (Chairman), D Carlin (Vice Chairman), Mrs M Hessing, 
  A Keeler, J Steele, J Thombs 
 

In Attendance:  Mrs H Mayes (Assistant Clerk)   
  Mr R Cole-Jones (Danbury Society)  
  Mr J Alexander 
  Two Members of the Public 
  City Councillor R Ambor 
 
128  Apologies for Absence 
Apologies for absence were received and accepted from Cllrs Baker, Berlyn and Mrs 
Chapman.   
 
129  Declarations of Interest 
All Members were reminded that they must disclose any pecuniary or non-pecuniary 
interests they knew they might have in items of business on the meeting’s agenda 
and that they must do so at this point on the agenda or as soon as they became 
aware of the interest.  They were reminded that they would need to repeat their 
declaration at the appropriate point in the meeting and leave the room if the interest 
was a pecuniary one.  They were also obliged to notify the Monitoring Officer of the 
interest within 28 days of the meeting, if they had not previously notified her about it. 
Unforeseen interests must be declared similarly at the appropriate time.   
 
Cllr Thombs declared a non-pecuniary interest in minute 137.2.   
 
130  Public Question Time  
One Member of the Public had attended to talk about a proposed winery on his land 
at Hyde Estate, Hyde Lane.  He gave an overview of the site history.  The majority of 
the land was in the Maldon District but the area proposed for the winery was within 
Danbury.  There were currently approximately 90 acres of land in total and he lived 
close to the site.  He had planted 8,000 trees on the site to form a wood for the 
Queens Jubilee.   
 
He was proposing the construction of two houses and a winery on the site of the old 
Hyde Farm Nursery.  The site was full of derelict greenhouses and a lot of 
contamination which would need to be cleared.  The site already had planning 
permission for a dwelling, annexe and garage from 2016.  The two houses would 
have a similar footprint to this.   
 
The winery would be environmentally friendly with a brick and timber façade and 
solar roof tiles would be used to generate power.  The interior would include office 
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areas, lab, dining and tasting room.  He assured the Committee that all work would 
be carried out to a high standard.  There would be five employees to begin with 
which may increase slightly in time.   
 
The winery would be a generally quiet and clean business.  The level of traffic would 
be of a similar amount to the old nursery and would be more seasonal.  There would 
be some supplies coming in and goods out and most access points were already 
present.  There would be no smoke or noise created by the wine production.  He was 
already harvesting from the site which was carried out by hand.   
 
The site would not be open to the public although they might hold one or two open 
days during the year.  
 
He hoped to obtain pre-application advice from Chelmsford City Council in February 
2018 and would like to have the winery ready for the harvest in October 2019.  He 
considered this was a long term legacy project and that he hoped to compete with 
the best wine producers.  He was happy to show the site to the Parish Council if any 
Councillor wished to visit.   
 
The Chairman thanked the member of the public for attending and he and City Cllr 
Ambor left the meeting at 7.50pm.   
 
131  Minutes  
RESOLVED:  that the minutes of the meeting held on 27th November 2017 were 
approved and signed as a correct record. 
 
132  Planning Applications – Appendix A  
Three applications were considered and responses agreed.   
RESOLVED:  that the responses to the planning applications in appendix A be 
submitted to Chelmsford City Council and there were none to be referred to the local 
Ward Member for determination by the CCC Planning Committee.   
 
133  Planning Decisions – Appendix B  
Eleven planning decisions were received.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.  
 
134  Tree Applications  
There were no applications to consider.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.  
 
135  CCC Planning Committee 
The meeting due to be held on 16th January had been cancelled.  The next meeting 
was due to be held on 13th February.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.  
 
136  Neighbouring Parishes Planning Applications  
Updates from neighbouring parishes were circulated.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.  
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137  Planning Appeals 
137.1  16/00129/OUT (17/00048/REFUSE) Old Chase Farm, Hyde Lane 
The Planning Inspector had dismissed this appeal for 59 dwellings and a shop.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.  
137.2  16/01810/OUT (17/00025/REFUSE) Land East of Runsell View & Little 
Fields & North of Maldon Rd (Gladman Developments) 
The start date of the enquiry was 30th January 2018 at 10am for seven days.  Cllr 
Carlin had prepared a statement to be read out on behalf of the Parish Council at the 
appeal which had been circulated prior to the meeting.  Members discussed the 
statement and agreed some amendments which the Assistant Clerk would make.  
The final version could then be agreed as per the procedure agreed at the Parish 
Council Meeting held on the 29th November 2017 (minute 108.2.1).  Members would 
attend the appeal to observe.  Cllr Carlin would update with the dates and times for 
attendance following the first day.   
 
Cllr Carlin proposed that the statement for the appeal with recommended alterations 
is ratified by the Committee and that the final version is agreed as per the Parish 
Council Appeal Statement Procedure.  This was seconded by Cllr Steele.  There 
were five in favour and one abstention.   
RESOLVED:  proposed that the statement for the appeal with recommended 
amendments was ratified by the Committee and that the final version was agreed as 
per the Parish Council Appeal Statement Procedure.   
137.3  16/01770/FUL (17/00031/REFUSE) Land South West of 52 Maldon Road 
(Oakland Primecare)  
The enquiry was now completed and Cllr Carlin had read out a statement of 
objection on behalf of the Parish Council.  A decision was expected by 9th February 
2018.  The second application submitted (17/01606/FUL) was still awaiting a 
decision.    
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.  
 
138  Planning Enforcement 
138.1  CCC Enforcement Record 
An update was circulated 
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.  
138.2  Enforcement Matters:  There were no enforcement matters reported.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.  
 
139  Danbury Neighbourhood Plan  
Cllr Carlin circulated a draft copy of the Neighbourhood Plan Vision Statement.  The 
Committee felt that this was a good document and Cllr Carlin noted down a few 
minor comments to take back to the group.  The Vision Statement would also be 
sent to CCC for comments before being consulted on with the public via workshop 
days in February and March.  Thanks were given to Sue Dobson, Chairman of the 
Steering Group for the work she had done on the document.   
 
The site consultation questionnaire would be slightly delayed as a result of this.  
There was funding available for the next questionnaire to engage a specialist 
company to assist with this work.  The questionnaire would be sent out on its own 
this time (not included within a Danbury Times).   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.  
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140  Adoption of Waste Local Plan 
Notification of adoption from ECC was circulated.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.  
 
141  Planning matters for report (for information only) 
The following items were reported:  
 
Notification had been received that Chelmsford City Councils Local Plan Pre-
Submission Consultation was due to begin at the end of January 2018 for six weeks 
(subject to ratification by CCC on 18th January 2018 )  Only representations relating 
to the soundness of the Pre-Submission Local Plan or its compliance with legal 
requirements would be accepted.  Members would consider if they wished to send 
any comments at the next Planning Committee in February.   
 
A CCC Parish Council Planning Forum was being held on the 26th February.  
Members to advise at the next meeting if they would like to attend.   
 
142  Forthcoming meetings 2018 

Meetings were scheduled for 12th February, 12th March and 9th April.  
Cllr Mrs Hessing gave apologies for the meeting on the 12th March.  Mr Alexander 
gave his apologies for the meetings on the 12th February and 12th March.   
 
There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 9pm.    

 

Cllr Telling 

Chairman 

………………………………..       …………………………… 
Signed          Date 
  



DANBURY PARISH COUNCIL 
Planning Committee:  15th January 2018 

Appendix A 
Planning Applications 

 
Ref no Property Street 

name 
Proposal Committee 

date 
Comments 

17/02113/FUL 22 Millfields Single storey rear extension 
and internal alterations. 

15/01/18 No objections 

17/01746/FUL 
(new drawings)  

39 Maldon 
Road 

Two storey rear extension, 
two storey side extension 
and new bay window to front 

15/01/18 We would repeat our previous comments on these new 
drawings.   On the original application 17/00255/FUL it 
was noted by the applicant that there would be no 
extensions required on 39 Maldon Road (see application 
documents) and the application was approved on that 
basis.  The poor standard of drawings makes it difficult to 
comment as several alterations have been made in 
manuscript.  

17/02206/LBC 93 Main Road Amendment to fenestration - 
6no. windows/doors. 
Replacement of metal railing 
on front boundary to timber 
picket fence. 

15/01/18 We have no comments other than that the original 
permission for demolition of this building  99/01524/FUL 
condition 8 states that no additional windows or other 
openings should be constructed or inserted.   

 
 
 



Ref no Property Street 
name 

Proposal Committee 
date 

Comments Dec'n & 
Date 

17/01452/FUL 68 Maldon 
Road 

Proposed single storey extension to 
existing Tesco Express retail unit, 
including relocation of existing A/C 
unit and condenser. 

25/09/17 No comments Approved 
22/11/17 

17/01594/FUL Skerries Riffhams 
Lane 

Loft conversion including two dormer 
windows, five rooflights and a new 
front facing second floor window 

06/11/17 Parking has not been addressed in the 
application.  The plans show that the property 
could potentially accommodate up to 4 
additional people with the loft conversion and 
therefore this application should have included 
a suitable amount of parking provision.  There 
is no capacity for parking along Riffhams Lane.  
It appears that the property has the potential to 
be used as a House of Multiple Occupation 
and should therefore have the necessary fire 
safety and other statutory regulations applied.  
We have fire safety concerns with a kitchen 
being located in the roof space.   

Approved 
27/11/17 

17/01875/FUL Brignalls Bicknacre 
Road 

Detached cart lodge. 06/11/17 No comments Approved 
14/12/17 

17/01617/FUL 63 Maldon 
Road 

Raising the roof to create first floor 
accommodation including front and 
rear dormer windows, two storey 
side extension, front porch, single 
storey rear extension, alterations to 
fenestration. Sliding gates to the 
front. 
 

16/10/17 No comments Approved 
11/12/17 

17/01951/FUL 68 Maldon 
Road 

New canopy to the side of Tesco 
Express retail unit. 
 
 
 

27/11/17 No comments Approved 
02/1/18 

DANBURY PARISH COUNCIL 
Planning Committee:  15th January 2018 
 

Appendix B 
Planning Decisions 



 
 

Ref no Property Street 
name 

Proposal Committee 
date 

Comments Dec'n & 
Date 

17/01322/FUL Wickham 
House 

Runsell 
Green 

Loft conversion including two front 
facing dormer windows, two side 
facing dormer windows, one rear 
facing dormer window and two 
rooflights. Two storey rear extension 
and single storey front porch 
extension. New first floor window to 
side elevation and other alterations 
to fenestration. 

25/09/17 In principle, the Parish Council supports the 
development of the site.  However, we would 
object to this application for the following 
reasons: The site does not comply with DPF’s 
4, 7, 8, 12 and 15.  A building of this scale with 
four floors is an overdevelopment of the site.  
The elevations provided show that it is not in 
keeping with the street scene (e.g. the columns 
at the front entrance) and the character of the 
other buildings of Runsell Green.  The dormer 
windows shown in the plan do not adhere to 
DPF 27.  There are also issues of overlooking 
to neighbouring properties.   Parking has not 
been addressed in the application.  The plans 
show that the property could potentially 
accommodate up to 12 people and therefore 
this application should have included a suitable 
amount of parking provision.  Runsell Green is 
a busy area, often used as a cut through, and 
the current vehicle access to the property is 
not suitable.  If the property is to accommodate 
a large number of people, a Highways Safety 
Audit should be carried out.   It appears that 
the property has the potential to be used as a 
House of Multiple Occupation and should 
therefore have the necessary fire safety and 
other statutory regulations applied.  We have 
fire safety concerns with two kitchens being 
located in the roof space.  There are also two 
bathrooms that can be accessed directly from 
a kitchen in the two bedsits.  The property was 
a former shop/tea room and we would question 
if a change of use application is required.   

Withdrawn 
20/12/17 



 
 

Ref no Property Street 
name 

Proposal Committee 
date 

Comments Dec'n & 
Date 

17/01913/FUL Gay Bowers 
House 

Gay 
Bowers 
Road 

 First floor front extension, 
replacement of rear porch, brick 
cladding to the front of the property 
and alterations to fenestration 
including first floor new window. 

27/11/17 No comments Approved 
04/1/18 

CC/CHL/37/17 Danbury 
Outdoors 

Well Lane Formation of hardstanding to enable 
relocation of marquee (additional 
documents submitted) 

18/12/17 Ground improvement work should be proposed 
for the nearby group of Hornbeams  

Approved 
4/1/18 

17/01938/ADV 68 Maldon 
Road 

Assorted illuminated and non-
illuminated signage including: 
ground mounted sign, totem sign, 
projecting sign, fascia signs, ATM 
sign and vinyl signs. 

27/11/17 No comments Approved 
03/1/18 

17/01983/FUL Cranhurst Colemans 
Lane 

Removal of existing conservatory 
and construction of single storey rear 
extension 

27/11/17 No comments Approved 
04/1/18 

17/01930/FUL 83 and 87, 
Land 

between 

Mill Lane Proposed new dwelling with 
detached garage and new 
hardstanding. 

27/11/17 Permitted development rights should be 
withdrawn.  We have concerns that this 
application could lead to backland 
development.  This is contrary to DPF's 9  & 10 
and any attempt to develop the rest of the plot 
should be opposed.   

Approved 
05/1/18 

 


