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DANBURY PARISH COUNCIL 
A Quality Council 
 

PLANNING COMMITTEE 

 
Minutes of the Meeting held on 9th April 2018 at 7.30pm in the Meeting Room, 
The Old School House, Main Road, Danbury 
 
Present:  Cllrs:  M Telling (Chairman), D Carlin (Vice Chairman),  

S Berlyn (ex officio), Mrs A Chapman (ex officio), M Hessing, A 
Keeler, J Steele, J Thombs 

 

In Attendance:  Mrs H Mayes (Assistant Clerk)   
  Cllr G.Chapman 
  Mrs Margaret Saunders (Parish Clerk) 
  Mrs Lesley Mitchelmore (Assistant Clerk) 
  Roger Cole Jones (Danbury Society) 
  John Alexander 
 
 
Prior to commencement of the meeting, the Parish Council showed their appreciation 
in a personal gift to Mrs H Mayes (Assistant Clerk) who is leaving the council at the 
end of April. 
   
175  Apologies for Absence 
Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr Mr Baker.  
 
176  Declarations of Interest 
All Members were reminded that they must disclose any pecuniary or non-pecuniary 
interests they knew they might have in items of business on the meeting’s agenda 
and that they must do so at this point on the agenda or as soon as they became 
aware of the interest.  They were reminded that they would need to repeat their 
declaration at the appropriate point in the meeting and leave the room if the interest 
was a pecuniary one.  They were also obliged to notify the Monitoring Officer of the 
interest within 28 days of the meeting, if they had not previously notified her about it. 
Unforeseen interests must be declared similarly at the appropriate time.   
 
Cllr Mrs Hessing declared a non-pecuniary interest in minute 181.2. 
Cllr J Steele declared a non-pecuniary interest in minute 179 (18/00453/FUL). 
 
177  Public Question Time (15 minutes allocated) 
There were no members of the public present. 
 
178  Minutes  
RESOLVED:  that the minutes of the meeting held on 12th March 2018 were 
approved and signed as a correct record.   
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179  Planning Applications – Appendix A  
Eight  applications were considered and responses agreed. 
RESOLVED:  
a) that the responses to the planning applications in appendix A be submitted to 
Chelmsford City Council. 
b) that planning applications 18/00362/FUL Wickham House and 18/00502/FUL land 
between 83 and 87 Mill Lane be referred to the local ward member for determination 
by the CCC Planning Committee (unless officers are minded to refuse it.) 
 
180  Planning Decisions – Appendix B  
Seven planning decisions were received.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.  
.   
 
181 Trees 
181.1  Tree Applications – Appendix C 
Two applications were considered and responses agreed. 
RESOLVED:  that the responses in Appendix C be submitted to Chelmsford City 
Council. 
 
181.2 Tree Pruning at Heathcote School 
The Tree Warden had reported that a tree between Heathcote School and Bakers 
was having its branches heavily lopped.  The Tree Officer had visited and issued a 
warning letter.  The case was being investigated by CCC as a breach of planning 
control.  
 
The Tree Warden had also reported that there had been tree felling at Danbury 
Palace and that she would investigate it further.  
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted. 
 
182 CCC Planning Committee 
The meeting to be held on 10th April 2018 had been cancelled.  The next meeting 
was due to be held on 8th May 2018.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted. 
 
183  Neighbouring Parishes Planning Applications  
Members noted the updates from neighbouring parishes.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.  
 
184  Planning Appeals 
184.1 16/01810/OUT (17/00025/REFUSE) Land East of Runsell View & Little 
Fields & North of Maldon Rd (Gladman Developments)  
A formal complaint had been sent to County Cllr Ian Grundy, Cabinet Member for 
Highways and a response had been received.  The Danbury Society had also 
forwarded a copy of a letter of complaint to the Parish Office on the same issue.  
RESOLVED:  Cllrs requested details about both sets of traffic modelling and of the 
software package used. 
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185  Planning Enforcement  
185.1  CCC Enforcement Record:  An update had been received. 
185.2  17/00046/ENF Old Chase Farm, Hyde Lane  
A Planning Inspectorate appeal was ongoing following the decision by CCC to issue 
an Enforcement Notice in respect of the above site.   
185.3  Enforcement Matters:  There were no enforcement matters members 
wished to report.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.  
 
 
184  Danbury Neighbourhood Plan 
Two exhibitions had taken place on 16th and 17th March 2018 at The Old Pavilion 
which were very successful and attended by approx. 360 residents.  A second 
questionnaire was being produced which would go out later in the year.  
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.  
 
185  Planning matters for report (for information only) 
185.1 It was reported that the houses opposite Eves Corner were installing a narrow 
footpath. 
185.2  A representative from the Parish Council had been invited to Woodham 
Walter Parish Council Annual Parish Meeting on Monday 16th April at 8pm in 
Woodham Walter Village Hall. 
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted. 
 
186 Forthcoming meetings 2018 

Meetings were scheduled for 14th May, 4th June, 2nd and 30th July.   
 
187  Exclusion of Press and Public 
In accordance with S.1 of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 it was 
resolved that in view of the nature of the business to be discussed it was the in the  
opinion of the Committee advisable that the Public and Press be excluded and they 
were instructed to withdraw. 
 
188  Correspondence   
RESOLVED:  it was noted that there had been no response to the correspondence 
and Cllrs requested that this should be followed up. 
 
There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.55pm.    

 

Cllr Telling 

Chairman 

………………………………..       …………………………… 
Signed          Date 
 
 
   
 
 
 



 
 

DANBURY PARISH COUNCIL 
Planning Committee:  9th April 2018 

Appendix A 
Planning Applications 

Ref no Property Street 
name 

Proposal Committee 
date 

Comments 

18/00441/FUL 4 Rumsey 
Fields 

Single-storey side and two-
storey rear extensions. Rear 
dormer window with juliette 
balcony. 

09/04/18 No comments 

18/00362/FUL Wickham House Runsell 
Green 

 Single and two storey rear 
extension, loft conversion with 
front, rear and side dormer 
windows, new entrance with 
steps and other external 
alterations. 

09/04/18 In principle, the Parish Council supports the development of the site 
but we understand that this property is the subject of a Chelmsford 
City Council Compulsary Purchase Order.  However, we would object 
to this application for the following reasons:  
The site does not comply with DPF’s 4, 7, 8, 12 and 15.  A building of 
this scale with four floors is an overdevelopment of the site.  The 
elevations provided show that it is not in keeping with the street scene 
and the character of the other buildings of Runsell Green.  The 
dormer windows shown in the plan do not adhere to DPF 27.  There 
are also issues of overlooking to neighbouring properties.    
Parking has not been fully addressed in the application.  The plans 
show that the property could potentially accommodate up to 12 
people and therefore this application should have included a suitable 
amount of parking provision.  Runsell Green is a busy area, often 
used as a cut through, and the current vehicle access to the property 
is not suitable.  If the property is to accommodate a large number of 
people, a Highways Safety Audit should be carried out.   It appears 
that the property has the potential to be used as a House of Multiple 
Occupation and should therefore have the necessary fire safety and 
other statutory regulations applied. The property was a former 
shop/tea room and we would question if a change of use application 
is required.   

18/00453/FUL  Oak House Horne Row  Replacement of existing 
conservatory with single 
storey rear extension. 

09/04/18 No comments 

18/00464/FUL The Oaks (formerly 
Rustlings) 

Cherry 
Garden 
Lane 

Variations to 17/00804/FUL: 
Part two storey part single 
storey front extension, two 
storey side and rear 
extension and re-location of 
single storey detached 
garage. 

09/04/18 In accordance with DPF 22, the materials used should be in keeping 
with the surrounding area. 



 
 

DANBURY PARISH COUNCIL 
Planning Committee:  9th April 2018 

Appendix A 
Planning Applications 

Ref no Property Street 
name 

Proposal Committee 
date 

Comments 

18/00502/FUL 83 and 87, Land 
Between 

Mill Lane Demolition of existing 
structures and construction of 
5 new dwellings 

09/04/18 The Parish Council strongly objects to this planning application and 
notes that whilst this is an application for 5 properties, a property has 
already gained planning consent and so the density remains the 
same as the previous application for 6 properties.  It is contrary to the 
Danbury Planning Framework DPF’s 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 14, 
20, 27, 34, 61, 63, and 64.  It is also contrary to Chelmsford City 
Council policies CP14 and CP21 and also DC’s 7, 11, 12, 15 and 17.  
This is a backland development which is out of keeping with the street 
scene and would urbanise the area.  It is an over development of the 
site.  Mill Lane is a rural lane which contributes to the landscape of 
Danbury and should be considered as a protected lane (see DPF 63).  
There would be overlooking from several of the plots to adjoining 
properties.  The proposed density is too great and does not allow 
sufficient access for emergency vehicles.  The parking provision is 
insufficient and does not allow for additional vehicles i.e. for visitors, 
which would cause people to park on Mill Lane.  The Parish Council 
would support the concerns from Highways regarding parking and 
access / egress to the site.  There is poor visibility due to the site 
entrance being on the brow of hill and vegetation blocking sight-lines.  
There is a lack of local infrastructure such as school places and 
capacity at the medical centre.  The Parish Council also has concerns 
regarding environmental issues caused by the loss of vegetation and 
wildlife habitats.  The site was previously a gravel pit (potential for 
gasses).  

18/00398/OUT 10, Land rear of Runsell 
Lane 

 New dwelling 09/04/18 We strongly object to this proposal on the following grounds: 
1. It will introduce a cramped appearance to this otherwise well-
spaced residential area; 
2. The development is too large for the plot and is out of keeping by 
way of context, massing and the general street scene; 
3. The size of the house is disproportionate to the size of the plot; 
4. We are concerned at the proximity of the proposed house to the 
neighbouring property at 12 Runsell Lane.                                                       
5.  This is backland development contrary to DPF 4, 8, 10, 11 and 14. 



 
 

DANBURY PARISH COUNCIL 
Planning Committee:  9th April 2018 

Appendix A 
Planning Applications 

Ref no Property Street 
name 

Proposal Committee 
date 

Comments 

18/00626/FUL 4 Maldon 
Road 

Enlargement of existing 
hardstanding to provide 
additional space for vehicle 
parking. 

09/04/18 The Parish Council has no objection to the the provision of the 
additional space for a vehicle however, we would like a condition that 
no HGVs or caravans should be parked there.  Also, the hedge 
should be replanted so as to obscure the parked vehicle. 

18/00594/FUL 20 Barley 
Mead 

 Single storey rear extension 
together with partial 
conversion of integral garage 

09/04/18 No comments 

 



 
 

DANBURY PARISH COUNCIL 
Planning Committee:  9th April 2018 

Appendix B 
Planning Decisions 

Ref no Property Street 
name 

Proposal Committe
e date 

Comments Dec'n & 
Date 

18/00076/FUL Wateroak Ludgores 
Lane 

Demolition of existing dwelling 
and garage and construction of 
four bedroom detached dewlling 
and cart lodge. 

12/02/18 We note that the current application raises the 
roofline by .55m on the previous application which 
has expired (but was approved).  Due to the 
additional height and the property being moved 
towards the front of the plot this makes it more 
prominent and out of character to the street scene.   

Approved 
13/03/18 

18/00170/FUL 13 Hyde Lane  Proposed single storey rear 
extension 

12/02/18 No comments Approved 
20/3/18 

18/00230/FUL Moores 
Bridge 

Moores 
Bridge Lane 

Construction of first-floor balcony 
including an external staircase. 
Addition of two new rooflights to 
existing house and a new ground-
floor window. 

12/02/18 No comments Approved 
23/3/18 

18/00181/FUL 44 St Cleres  
Way 

Two storey side extension and 
alterations to existing roof 
dormers 

12/02/18 No comments Approved 
22/3/18 

17/02205/FUL 93 Main Road Amendment to fenestration - 6no. 
windows/doors. Replacement of 
metal railing on front boundary to 
timber picket fence. 

12/02/18 We strongly object to the removal of the railing 
which is integral to the building.  A timber picket 
fence is out of keeping with the visual impact of the 
listed  property.  If minded to approve, please 
insure the replacement fence is the same 
dimensions as the one removed and is reinstated in 
the same place.    

Approved 
26/03/18 

ESS/35/17/MAL Royal Oak 
Quarry 

Maldon 
Road 

Continuation of use of land for 
mineral extraction through a 
revised phasing scheme without 
compliance with Conditions 20 
(Soil Storage); 39 (Phasing 
Scheme) and 41 (Water 
Management) of planning 
permission ref no: 
ESS/19/14/MAL 

04/09/17 We would not wish to see the time limit increased 
for extractions or any increase in traffic movements.   

Granted 
02/03/18 



 
 

DANBURY PARISH COUNCIL 
Planning Committee:  9th April 2018 

Appendix B 
Planning Decisions 

Ref no Property Street 
name 

Proposal Committe
e date 

Comments Dec'n & 
Date 

18/00191/FUL Site at 74 Mill Lane  Proposed demolition of existing 
dwelling and garage and 
construction of one detached 
house, two semi-detached 
houses together with associated 
parking and turning area. 

12/03/18 Danbury Parish Council strongly objects to this 
application.  It is contrary to the following DPF's in 
the Danbury Planning Framework;  4, 8, 9, 10, 14 
and 15.  It is also contrary to CCC policies CP14, 
DC11 and DC12.  There would be an impact on the 
nearby listed building and we are also concerned 
with the proposed reduction of trees on the site.   

Approved 
03/04/18 

 
 
 



DANBURY PARISH COUNCIL 
Planning Committee:  9th April 2018 

Appendix C 
Works to Trees 

Ref no Property Street 
name 

Proposal Planning Ctte 
date 

Comments 

18/05058/TPO 4 Mill Lane T1-T4 Oak - Crown reduce by 3 metres. 
Reason: Overhanging and maintenance. 

09/04/2018 The Parish objects to this application.  The tree 
warden has inspected the trees and reports that 
they are a bit scruffy but not particularly 
overwhelming or over hanging.  It does not 
appear to be necessary to do anything.  The 
trees are not very tall so 3 metres is a lot and 
will make them look odd. 

18/05063/TPO 9 Runsell 
Close 

G2 Oak - Adjacent to garage block - Fell to 
ground level. Reason: Poor specimen, 
growing lopsided and leaning over garage 
roof. 

09/04/2018 The Parish Council objects to this application.  
The tree warden has inspected the tree and 
reports that it is an odd shape but that is 
because it has been chopped about over the 
years.  It's loss is unlikely to affect the group but 
there does not appear to be any necessity to cut 
it down.   

 


