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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 26 September, 2018 at 7.30 pm at The 
Old School House, Main Road, Danbury 
 
Present: Cllrs S Berlyn (Chairman)  

Mrs A Chapman (Vice Chairman) 
Mrs L Anstee 
C Baker 
G Chapman 
Mrs B Hallett 
 

 
Mrs M Hessing 
A Keeler 
J Steele  
M Telling 
J Thombs 
 

In attendance: Ms M Harper, Clerk 
 
The Chairman welcomed Essex County Councillor John Spence to the meeting and it was 
agreed to bring agenda item 68 forward to allow Cllr J Spence to address the Parish 
Council meeting. 
 
68 Public Question Time 
Cllr J Spence advised that there was a concern regarding the declining use of libraries 
nationally and the costs associated with keeping facilities open; the Parish Council were 
asked to consider the library in Danbury and ways in which its use could be increased and 
promoted within the village.  Councillors were asked to feedback ideas to the Clerk who 
would pass them on. 
 
Cllr J Spence confirmed that each Local Highway Panel was now required to have at least 
one Parish Councillor, with voting rights, and that the processes and procedures of the 
Panels was under review.  Cllr J Spence also advised that he had been asked to nominate 
the top 20 highway defects for action across his division; Councillors were asked to send 
the highway defects that were of most concern in Danbury to the Clerk who would pass 
them on. 
 
The Chairman of the Hawk’s Close Residents Association introduced the new Residents 
Association to the Parish Council. 
 
66 Apologies for absence 
Cllr D Carlin and P Sutton 
 
67 Declarations of Interest 
Members were reminded to declare any personal or prejudicial interests they knew they 
may have in items of business on the meeting’s agenda.  They were reminded that they will 
need to repeat their declaration at the appropriate point in the meeting and leave the room if 
the interest is a prejudicial one.  Unforeseen interests must be declared similarly at the 
appropriate time. Members have dispensation to discuss and vote in respect of matters 
relating to the Precept and the DCA. 
 
There were no declaration of interests. 
 
69 Approval of Minutes 
RESOLVED that the minutes of Parish Council meeting held 25 July, 2018 were accepted 
as a true record. 
 
70 Reports from Village Organisations  
There were no reports.  
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71 Report on EALC Conference 
Cllr S Berlyn updated the meeting on the EALC Conference. 
 
72 Trees behind Landisdale  
It was noted that the work to the trees was carried out 20 and 21 September. 
 
73 Land Slippage on Dawson Memorial Field 
Following discussion relating to the potential options it was agreed that the responses 
would be considered by the Land Slippage Working Group and the Clerk would speak to 
the Essex County Highways department for any recommendations on contractors: 
 
RESOLVED that the Land Slippage Working Group would consider the responses from 
contractors once received and propose a recommended solution to Full Parish Council, 
including formal tender process, proposed by Cllr G Chapman and seconded by Cllr C 
Baker, all in favour. 
 
74 Reports from Committees  

74.1 Resources Committee  
 
74.1.1 the minutes of the last meeting as published were noted 
 
74.1.2 The Resources Committee proposed the following amendment to the 

budgets and earmarked reserves in order to allocate funds to the Land 
Slippage Earmarked Fund be adopted by the Parish Council: 

 
i) £17,087.06 is transferred from various Earmarked Reserves to the 

Land Slippage Earmarked Reserve (previously known as Footpath to 
Tennis/Bowls Club); and 
 

ii) that £50,000.00 is transferred from General Reserves to the Land 
Slippage Earmarked Reserve; and 
 

iii) that the remaining expenditure, after Earmarked Reserves and any 
available grant aid, will be funded via the Public Works Loan Board 

 
RESOLVED that the amendment to the budgets and earmarked reserves as 
detailed above were agreed, proposed by Cllr J Thombs and seconded by Cllr 
Mrs M Hessing, all in favour 

 
74.1.3 After some discussion regarding the works, costs and timescales the 

Parish Council agreed that the preferred option would be to look at a 
Public Works Loan rather than a one-off Precept increase at the Budget 
meeting in November in order to spread the costs across the wider 
community over a period of years. 

 
RESOLVED that the Parish Council would look at a Public Works Loan as 
opposed to an increase on the Precept at the November 2018 budget meeting, 
proposed by Cllr Mrs A Chapman and seconded by Cllr M Telling, all in favour. 

 
74.2  Planning Committee 

The minutes of the last meeting as published were noted 
  

74.3 Environment Committee 
The minutes of the last meeting as published were noted 
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Cllr S Berlyn thanked Cllr Mrs A Chapman for the work and efforts that had 
ensured the success of the Heritage Weekend 

 
Cllr Mrs A Chapman advised that the winter edition of the Danbury Times would 
include articles on vandalism on Dawson Memorial Field, the use of the library 
and the 100 years anniversary of the end of World War 1 

 
74.4 Facilities Committee – Chairman to Report  

The minutes of the last meeting as published were noted 
 
75  Update on Robin’s Nest  
It was noted that a soil investigation is to be carried out to ascertain if tree roots are the 
cause of the cracking to the rear of the building.  
 
76 Neighbourhood Plan  
Cllr J Steele confirmed that at the closing date for the completion of the questionnaire, 
Saturday 15 September; 529 paper questionnaires have been received and sent to the 
research company and 359 online questionnaires have been completed; several posted 
questionnaires had been received after the 15 September and had been sent to the 
research company for inclusion.  The results of the questionnaire are due back in the 
middle of November and will be disseminated. 
 
77 Communications Working Group  

77.1 It was noted that a meeting was held 21 August 2018 and a request made to the 
Resources Committee for £35.00 to be made available for the purchase of 
rosettes and armbands in the event of national occasions necessitating the use.  

 
77.2 It was noted that the Christmas Card design and distribution is under review 

 
78 Distribution of Minutes and Agendas 
The distribution of agenda and minutes by email and post was discussed. The Clerk will 
send out an email to all Councillors detailing the options available in terms of receiving 
minutes, agenda and associated papers; Councillors will need to respond confirming the 
option they wish to choose. 
 
79 Poppy Wreath for Remembrance Sunday 

79.1  RESOLVED that the purchase the Poppy Wreath at a cost of £19.00 was agreed, 
proposed by Cllr J Steele and seconded Cllr Mrs B Hallett all in favour 

 
79.2 RESOLVED that a donation of £25.00 be made to the Royal British Legion, 

proposed by Cllr J Steele and seconded Cllr Mrs B Hallett all in favour 
 

79.3 It was agreed that Cllr Mrs M Hessing would represent the Parish Council, at the 
service to be held at the War Memorial on Remembrance Sunday  

 
It was noted that Reverend Jacqui Jones had been asked to rededicate the War Memorial 
before service on Remembrance Sunday. 
 
80 Heritage Days  
Cllr Mrs A Chapman thanked everyone who helped set up and take down the displays for 
the event and advised that 100 people attended over the two days.  It was also noted that 
offers of loans and gifts of materials had been received and the next Heritage Weekend 
would probably take place in 2020.  Cllr Mrs A Chapman requested the Clerk to write to 
Bakers of Danbury to thank them for their assistance.   
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Cllr Mrs A Chapman requested consideration be given to the purchase of a bookcase for 
some items to be permanently displayed in the meeting room, which was agreed.  Clerk to 
source bookcase and bring costs to the next meeting. 
 
81 Community Special Constables 
Cllr S Berlyn outlined the scheme which allows Special Constables to be recruited and 
based predominately within a parish or town who then contribute to the costs of duty time 
spent within the area.  The Clerk was requested to arrange for a representative from the 
Community Special Constable scheme to attend a Parish Council meeting 
 
82 Local Highway Panels 
It was noted that the Clerk had forwarded an expression of interest on behalf of the Parish 
Council to be considered for the devolution of some highway services pilot scheme. 
 
83 Quality Council Award 

83.1 It was noted that the Parish Council’s accreditation for Local Council Award 
Scheme is valid until December 2018.   

 
83.2 It was noted that the re-accreditation for the Quality Award and Quality Gold 

Award will need to be postponed until after the results of the election in May 2019, 
as part of the criteria is for 2/3rd of Councillors to be elected; and that as the 
Parish Council will not be able to apply to be reaccredited in December at Quality 
Gold Award level each of the three levels will need to be undertaken separately. 

 
83.2 After discussion regarding the accreditation process and the Award Scheme, the 

Parish Council agreed not to undertake the Foundation Award at this time and 
reconsider its position following the May 2019 elections 

 
RESOLVED that the Parish Council would review its position regarding the Local 
Council Award Scheme after the May 2019 election, proposed by Cllr J Steele 
and seconded by Cllr M Telling, all in favour 

 
84 Councillors’ Surgeries  

84.1 It was agreed that attendance for Councillor Surgeries to be held in the Sports 
and Social Centre would be as follows: 

6 October – Cllrs Mrs M Hessing and Cllr Mrs A Chapman 
3 November – Cllrs M Telling and J Thombs 
1 December – Cllrs Mrs B Hallett, C Baker and G Chapman 

 
84.2 After discussion regarding engagement with residents and the usefulness of the 

surgery at the library it was agreed that they would not continue. 
 
 RESOLVED that the Councillor Surgeries held in the library would not continue, 

proposed by Cllr Mrs M Hessing and seconded by Cllr M Telling, all in favour 
 
85 Approve Standing Orders 
After discussion and review the Clerk will redraft the Standing Orders as agreed and 
distribute them for adoption at the November 2018 meeting. 
 
86 Dates for 2019 meetings 
It was agreed that the proposed schedule for 2019 meetings (Appendix 1) be accepted. 
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87  Correspondence  
There was no correspondence to note. 
 
88 Matters for Report (for information only)  
There were no matters for report. 
 
89  Dates of 2018 Meetings:  
Wednesday 28 November to be held at the Danbury Parish Committee Room, Old School 
House, Main Road, Danbury, CM3 4NQ at 7.30pm  
 
 
 
Meeting closed at 9.15 pm 
 
 
 
Chairman ………………………………. 
 
 
 
Date  …………………………. 
 


