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DANBURY PARISH COUNCIL 
A Quality Council 
 

ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE 
 
Minutes of the meeting of the held on Monday 29th January 2018 at 7.30pm in 
the Committee Room, the Old School House, Main Road, Danbury 
 
Present: Cllrs:  Mrs A Chapman (Chairman, ex-officio)  
 Mrs B Hallett (Vice Chairman), G Chapman, A Keeler, J Steele 
 
In attendance:  Cllr Mrs Hessing 
 Mrs H Mayes, Assistant Clerk 
 
68  Apologies for Absence 
Apologies for absence were received and accepted from Cllrs Baker, Berlyn and 
Thombs.   
 
69  Declarations of Interest 
All Members were reminded that they must disclose any pecuniary or non-pecuniary 
interests they know they might have in items of business on the meeting’s agenda 
and that they must do so at this point on the agenda or as soon as they became 
aware of the interest.  They were reminded that they would need to repeat their 
declaration at the appropriate point in the meeting and leave the room if the interest 
was a pecuniary one.  They were also obliged to notify the Monitoring Officer of the 
interest within 28 days of the meeting, if they had not previously notified her about it.  
Unforeseen interests must be declared similarly at the appropriate time.  
 
There were no interests declared.   
 
70  Public Questions (Time limited to 15 minutes) 
There were no members of the public present.  
 
71  Minutes of the Environment Committee 
RESOLVED:  that the minutes of the meeting held on 3rd December 2017 be 
approved and signed as a correct record.   
 
72  Footpaths  
72.1  Footpath Officer Reports 
There was one report for circulation.  A vehicle has damaged the footpath from 
South View Road to the DCA car park (Footpath 17).  This issue had been forwarded 
to ECC (reference number 2551096).   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.  
72.3  Footpath 17 Gate at Churchyard/Allotments 
The PCC had discussed this at a meeting in early January.  The Church asked if the 
Parish Council could offer any financial assistance with this.  A gate at the other end 
would need to be put in by the Allotments Association.  There were two posts 
remaining at the eastern end.  Information had been received from ECC detailing the 
type of gate and specifications required.  Any work proposed would have to be 
agreed by the Public Rights of Way Officer for the area.  Cllr Chapman advised that 
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the Church may be able to assist with the fitting of any new gates.  He had 
researched possible gates and it appeared the cost would be in the region of £250 - 
£300 for a standard wooden gate with a latch.  The Church would need to have a 
say on the type of gate used as it was their land.  Cllr Chapman would also like to 
see a post fitted at the allotment end of this section to enable footpath sign and no 
cycling signs to be fitted.  It was unclear if this was highways land.  There was no 
money allocated in the budget for this in the next financial year so if the Parish 
Council were to purchase a gate this would need to be agreed in the autumn to be 
put forward for the budget for 2019/2020.  The Assistant Clerk was asked to 
investigate if any grants were available for this type of work.  It may be possible for 
the Church to obtain a grant directly.  The Danbury Society could also be 
approached as a potential source of funding.  Members agreed that Cllr Chapman, 
acting as the Footpath Officer, should liaise with the Church representative to 
discuss this work further which could then be brought to the next Environment 
meeting.   
RESOLVED:  that  
a) Cllr Chapman liaises with the Church regarding the gate 
b)  the Assistant Clerk investigated the possibility of grant funding.   
72.4 Footpath Maps  
Cllr Steele had met with the Assistant Clerk to go through the alterations and a proof 
had been received.  There was no further budget for this work.  There were a few 
other amendments to be made which the Assistant Clerk would try to get done by 
the printers.  Members agreed that the map could now be sent to print as already 
agreed.     
RESOLVED:  that the Assistant Clerk requests that the printers make the 
amendments and print additional copies of the map.   
 
73  Bus Transportation  
Cllr Spence had sent an update.  The next transportation meetings were due to be 
held on 6th March 2018 (Chelmsford/Basildon) and 19th March 2018 (Maldon) at 
10am.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.  
 
74  Highway Matters  
74.1  Parking at Eves Corner Verge  
The Assistant Clerk had contacted SEPP and ECC to clarify the situation regarding 
out of hours reporting of parking issues.  The SEPP Manager had advised that there 
was no out of hours telephone number and all issues should be reported online.  He 
had asked the Enforcement Team to keep an eye on Eves Corner and issue PCN’s 
where appropriate.  Members agreed it was still important to keep reporting parking 
issues at this location when they occur.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.  
74.2  Highways Briefing 25th January 2018 
Cllrs April and Graham Chapman had attended this briefing.  A copy of the slide 
presentation had been sent and the Assistant Clerk would forward it to all Members.  
Cllr Mrs Chapman advised that the presentation had been very informative.  Items 
discussed included: 

 The revenue budget is limited (this included road repairs) 

 The LHP had had its budget cut substantially.   
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 ECC Highways had 5000 miles of roads to maintain.  The main PR1 & PR2 
roads received the most funding.  Local roads were further down the priority 
list.   

 Inspectors went out annually to look at local roads.   

 There were examples of potholes which would be dealt with. Potholes must 
be at least 20mm deep.  Each pothole must be reported individually.    

 There was promotion of the new Highways Website and residents were 
encouraged to use this to report issues and find information.  The site 
received 7000 reports each month which must all be looked at.   

 www.roadworks.org was a useful site to visit.   

 In the next 30 years there would be 150,000 houses built in Essex which 
would have an impact on resources.  .    

Cllr Mrs Hallett noted that there was a large amount of litter on the A12.  This was 
the responsibility of Highways England.  There was also a litter issue around 
Danbury.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.  
74.3  Highways matters (reported items)  
The list of reported items was circulated and updates given.  Several items could 
now be removed as work had taken place and others would be chased again.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.  
74.4  Additional Bollards at junction of The Avenue & Maldon Rd (Prevent 
footway parking) 
This request had been refused by both LHP and SEPP.  Following further email 
correspondence, SEPP had agreed to take this back to the Lead Cllr and Lead 
Officer for re-consideration and had asked if the Parish Council would be prepared to 
support the proposal with funding.  The SEPP had been advised that the PC did not 
have a budget for this work in the next financial year.  The Assistant Clerk would 
check to see if the meeting had taken place.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.  
74.5  Pedestrian Crossing at Medical Central  
A resident had contacted the Parish Council with concerns about the new crossing.  
The Clerk had forwarded this to County Cllr Spence who was looking into the matter.  
It was noted that if traffic was not giving way to pedestrians on the crossing it was a 
police matter.  Highways had advised that a push button crossing could be put in but 
they would not be able to fund it.    
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.  
74.6  Well Lane Parking Issues  
Two residents living near to Well Lane had sent copies of correspondence to the 
Parish Council regarding parking issues in Well Lane.  Members noted the 
correspondence.  There may be a Speed Watch session held in Well Lane in the 
near future.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.  
 
75 Chelmsford Local Highways Panel (LHP)  
The reports referring to Danbury from the meeting held on 20th December were 
circulated.  The next meeting was due to be held on 13th March 2018.  Members 
were unclear about the difference between protected lane and quiet lane status with 
regard to Sporhams Lane and did not know which section of the lane the request 
referred to.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.  
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76  Local Highways Panel Requests - Schemes currently submitted to the LHP 
Updates were listed below.   
76.1  One Way System to exit The Heights 
This was on the potential schemes list for 2018/19.  The feasibility Study into the 
one-way system was due to be completed by March 2018.  Three options had been 
sent from the LHP Highways Liaison Officer for an informal consultation on three 
potential options for the scheme.  Members viewed and discussed the drawings and 
wished to send back the following comments.   
 
Option 1 was supported as it fulfilled the original request.   
Option 2 would be preferred as it would stop cars parking on the footway and also 
keep the road clearer for vehicles.   
Option 3 still seemed potentially vulnerable to vehicles parking on the footway and 
Members were concerned that it might prove to be a waste of money in the long 
term.   
RESOLVED:  that the above comments were sent back to the LHP 
76.2  New Footway/Walkable Verge Mayes Lane, Penny Royal Road, Woodhill 
Road  
This was on the Approved Works Programme for 2018/19.  Design to be finalised 
2018/19 with implementation in 2019/20.  An example of a walkable verge from the 
LHP Liaison Officer was circulated.  Members noted that pedestrians had made a 
path on the other side of the road which was National Trust land and a protected 
verge.  Members were not sure if the proposal for the footway included crossing to 
the other side which would be difficult.  There may be an issue of erosion as water 
flows down Church Field (footpath 20) during periods of rain.  A walkable verge may 
be less likely to move.   
(Following the meeting the Assistant Clerk checked the drawings provided in 2016 
which showed a footway being constructed on the Cricketers side of the road only) 
76.3  Speed Reduction/HGV Turning Issues Riffhams Lane 
Traffic monitoring had been carried out in Riffhams Lane.  No further updates had 
been received.   
76.4  Parking Issues in Belvedere Close  
The Assistant Clerk has contacted Cllr Ambor again but there were no further 
updates.  
RESOLVED:  that the information in 76.2 to 76.4 be noted.  
 

77  Quarries (St Clere’s Hall, Royal Oak & Sandon)  
No updates had been received.  
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.  
 
78  Living Landscapes  
Cllr Mrs Hallett gave an update.  Griffin Meadow Lease stated that prior written 
consent was required before the planting of any trees, shrubs or flowers.  A plan of 
the area for wildflower planting and proposed location would be required.  Cllr Mrs 
Hallett had been in touch with EWT who wanted to survey the site at the end of 
March to see what was growing there.  Once a proposal was in place, this could be 
sent to Strutt & Parker for consideration.  The Assistant Clerk would let Strutt and 
Parker know the most recent update.    
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.  
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79  Wooden Posts 
Round posts had been delivered to be put in by the Old Pavilion by the Groundsman.  
There were still several posts at Elm Green to be replaced.  A vehicle had backed 
into one of the posts on the layby which was now leaning over.   
 
The Groundsman had advised that he does access Eves Corner in the gap opposite 
Bakers to assist with the pond work so it would not be straightforward to put posts in 
here to fill this gap.  The National Trust did not have any issues with additional posts 
at Eves Corner but would not bear any costs for this.  The area may require drop 
down posts which would require further investigation.   
 
It was also reported that a vehicle had backed into the no parking sign at Eves 
Corner which was now leaning over.   
RESOLVED:  that the Assistant Clerk would  
a) liaise with the Groundsman regarding the posts in locations above.   
b) report the damaged sign at Eves Corner to ECC 
c) investigate the costs of drop down posts for fitting at Eves Corner (opposite 
Bakers) 
 
80  Nuclear Waste Management Presentation 
Cllr Thombs had attended this presentation arranged by Little Baddow Parish 
Council.  His notes of the presentation were circulated.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.  
 

81 Matters for Report (for information only) 
There were no matters for report.   
 
82  Dates of Meetings for 20018 
5th March, 21st May, 23rd July, 1st October and 3rd December.  Cllr Chapman gave 
apologies for 5th March.   
 

There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.21pm.   

 

Cllr Mrs April Chapman  

Chairman 

 

 

………………………………..       …………………………… 

Signed          Date 


