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DANBURY PARISH COUNCIL 
A Quality Council 
 

ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE 
 
Minutes of the meeting of the held on Monday 23rd July 2018 at 7.30pm in the 
Committee Room, the Old School House, Main Road, Danbury 
 
Present: Cllrs:  Mrs A Chapman (Chairman, ex officio) Mrs B Hallett (Vice Chairman), C 
Baker, G Chapman, A Keeler, J Steele, J Thombs. 
 
In attendance:  Mrs L Mitchelmore, Assistant Clerk 
 Ms M Harper, Clerk 
 One member of the public 
 

 
21.  Apologies for Absence 
Apologies for absence were received and accepted from Cllr Berlyn and Cllr Mrs Hessing.   
 
 
22.  Declarations of Interest 
All Members were reminded that they must disclose any pecuniary or non-pecuniary 
interests they know they might have in items of business on the meeting’s agenda and that 
they must do so at this point on the agenda or as soon as they became aware of the 
interest.  They were reminded that they would need to repeat their declaration at the 
appropriate point in the meeting and leave the room if the interest was a pecuniary one.  
They were also obliged to notify the Monitoring Officer of the interest within 28 days of the 
meeting, if they had not previously notified her about it.  Unforeseen interests must be 
declared similarly at the appropriate time.  
 
Cllr Thombs declared a non-pecuniary interest in agenda item 9d. 
 
 
23.  Public Questions (Time limited to 15 minutes) 
The member of the public addressed the committee in respect of agenda item 9d 
(discussed at minute 29d) Improvements to traffic warning signs along Bicknacre Road.   
This had been referred to the Local Highways Panel (‘LHP’), however after two years it had 
yet to be resolved. 
 
 
24.  Minutes of the Environment Committee 
The numbering of minutes 14.1 and 14.2 were amended to 15.1 and 15.2. 
RESOLVED:  that the minutes of the meeting held on 21st May 2018 be approved and 
signed as a correct record with the above amendments. 
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25.  Footpaths  
 
a)  Footpath 17 Gate at Churchyard/Allotments  
A letter had been written to the Church to inform them that the Parish Council would not be 
able to fund the bicycle gate. 
RESOLVED: that the information be noted. 
 
b)  Footpath Maps 

i)  The Assistant Clerk confirmed that the proof that had been approved by the 
Council had included the incorrect address.  The map had been reproduced from the 
original document when the Council had been at the previous address. 
RESOLVED: that the information be noted. 

 
ii)  The company that produced the map had offered to correct the address on the 
proof for a price of between £20-£30. 
 
iii)  A quote had been circulated to Cllrs prior to the meeting for stickers printed with 
the correct address in the same background colour as the map. A price had also 
been received to print white stickers in house.  There were 1125 maps remaining. 

 
The Councillors considered points ii and iii together.  Cllr Steele proposed that the Council 
continue with the maps as printed and rectify the address when the maps are reproduced, 
and it was unanimously agreed. 
RESOLVED:  to continue with the maps as printed and rectify the address when the maps 
were reproduced. 
 
 
c)  Footpath Officer Reports  
Cllr Chapman reported that there is a new Public Rights of Way (‘PROW’) Officer for 
Danbury.  

i)  Cllr Chapman had reported that two bridges on footpath 15 were missing all or 
part of their handrails and that a request could be submitted for a PROW working 
party to repair them. It was suggested that it could be a project that the Essex Youth 
Offenders Service could assist with if the PROW officer was in agreement.  Cllr 
Chapman also reported that there was a drainage issue at footpath 15 that was 
being investigated by the PROW Officer.  
RESOLVED:  that the Assistant Clerk would put in a request for a PROW working 
party to repair the handrails on the bridges on footpath 15 and inquire as to whether 
it was a project that the Youth Offenders Service could assist with.   
 
ii)  Cllr Chapman reported that two footpaths had been broken up by ploughing.  This 
had been reported and was awaiting inspection. 
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted. 
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26.  Bus Transportation  
 
a) Passenger Transport Meeting 
The next meeting would be held in October. 
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted. 
 
b) Passenger Transport Representative 
A report had been received from the passenger transport representative. 
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted. 
 
c) Chelmsford Park and Ride Survey:  Essex County Council was conducting a survey to 
gather views about Chelmsford Park and Ride. Information and the link for the survey had 
been published on the Parish Council Website and Facebook Page.  The closing date was 
the 24th July. 
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted. 
 
d) Bus Stops:  Councillors received photographs of the bus shelters and considered which 
repairs should be prioritised.  There was £500 in the budget for repairs.  Some of the signs 
were dirty and/or faded and two of the shelters were partially obscured by overgrown 
vegetation.  The Assistant Clerk had reported the signs and vegetation to Essex County 
Council but no response had been received. 
 
RESOLVED:  that the Assistant Clerk would: 
1. Obtain quotes for the following: 

• Cherry Garden Lane (opposite Runsell Green):  repairs to the holes in the roof  
and damp. 

• Adjacent to the Avenue:  replacement of missing seat 

• Eves Corner:  painting and sealing the gable ends and seat, and repairs to the roof 
felt.  

2. Identify who was responsible for the overgrown vegetation at Cherry Garden Lane and 
Runsell Green and write to request that it was cut back.  

3. Confirm whether the cleaning company had been cleaning the graffiti and request that 
they inform the Parish Council if any damage was identified. 
 

e) Bus Shelters Cleaning: it was noted that there would be a change of franchise 
ownership for the company contracted to clean the bus shelters as from 1st August 2018.  
The franchisee would organise a handover meeting. 
RESOLVED:  that the Assistant Clerk would follow up arrangements for the handover 
meeting and check the cleaning contract. 
 
 
27.  Highway Matters  
a) Highways matters (reported items)  
A list of reported matters and updates had been circulated.  Footpath 17 had been reported 
to Highways but it was suggested that it could also be reported to Building Control.  Cllr 
Baker reported that residents at Belvedere Road were disappointed that it had not been 
included in the recent resurfacing program in Danbury.  Councillors discussed the drains at 
Eves Corner since the road had been resurfaced.  It was reported that overgrown 
vegetation at Sporhams Lane was compromising the site lines at its junction with Bicknacre 
Road. 
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RESOLVED:  that the Assistant Clerk would write to Essex County Council (‘ECC’) to 
express the Council’s disappointment that Belvedere Road would not be resurfaced during 
the current resurfacing program in Danbury and to also express concern about the drains at 
Eves Corner. 
 
b)  Enquiry into the ownership of the wall investigated but not found to be dangerous 
at this time, by the Chelmsford City Council (‘CCC’) Building Control Officer. 
A letter had been sent enquiring as to the ownership of the wall but a response had not yet 
been received. 
RESOLVED:  that the Assistant Clerk would follow up the letter. 
 
c)  Additional Bollards at junction of The Avenue & Maldon Rd (to prevent footway 
parking) 
The damaged bollard had previously been reported to ECC and investigated.  It was not 
considered to be requiring urgent action at that time and would be considered for inclusion 
in future works. Cllrs were disappointed that the Bollard would not be replaced. 
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted. 
 
d) Parking on the grass verge at Elm Green Lane 
A resident had reported that an increased number of vehicles had been parking on the 
grass verge at Elm Green Lane since building works had begun.  A discussion took place. 
RESOLVED: that the Assistant Clerk would contact the resident and explain that the council 
considered that this was the safest option for vehicles whilst building works were ongoing 
as the only alternative would be to park on the narrow road.  If the resident had further 
concerns the best course of action would be to contact Essex Highways. 
 
 
28.  Chelmsford Local Highways Panel (LHP) 
i)  The minutes from the meeting held on 20th June had been circulated. 
ii)  The potential and approved schemes for Danbury had been circulated. 
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.  
 
 
29.  Local Highways Panel Requests - Schemes currently submitted to the LHP 
Updates had been previously circulated. 
 
a)  One Way System to exit The Heights 
The Assistant Clerk reported that an email had been received that day from a resident 
concerned about the exit from the Heights onto Well lane. 

i)  The feasibility study had been completed.  The scheme was now on the potential 
schemes list, validated as being feasible and available for consideration by the 
panel. 
ii)  Comments made in relation to the scheme by the City Councillor at the LHP 
meeting of the 20th June (minute 5) were noted. 

RESOLVED:  that the information be noted. 
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b)  New Footway/Walkable Verge Mayes Lane, Penny Royal Rd, Woodhill Rd 
i)  It was noted that this was on the Approved Works Programme for 2018/19.  
Design to be finalised 2018/19 with implementation in 2019/20.   
ii)  Cllr Berlyn had met with the resident with respect to their concerns about the 
proposed footway/walkable verge.  As Cllr Berlyn had sent his apologies he would 
report back at the next meeting on October 1st 2018. 

RESOLVED:  that Cllr Berlyn would report back at the meeting of the 1st October 2018. 
 
c)  Parking Issues in Belvedere Close  
No updates had been received about the parking issues. 

i)  The footways in West Belvedere were being re-laid. 
ii) The condition of Belvedere Road had been reported to ECC and investigated but 
the road had not been scheduled for repair at this time.  This had been discussed 
under minute 27a. 

RESOLVED: that the information in (i) and (ii) be noted and that the Assistant Clerk would 
request an update for the parking issues. 
 
d)  Bicknacre Road:  Improvements to traffic warning signs. 

i)  It was noted that a feasibility study into improvements to traffic warning signs was 
on the approved works program for 2018/19. 
ii)  Correspondence had been received by Cllr Thombs from a resident concerned 
that the existing signage and road markings had deteriorated over the year and that 
this would add to the risk posed to the safety of local residents. The correspondence 
had been copied to the County Cllr who responded that the request was going 
through the LHP process.  Disappointment was expressed that the speed limit would 
not be reduced to 30mph.  Cllr’s asked whether Community Speedwatch could 
spend some time along that stretch.  New locations had to be authorised by the Fire 
Service and a request should be submitted via the Speedwatch Coordinator. In the 
meantime, Speedwatch were authorised to set up on the green alongside the 
Bicknacre Road, just to the east of its Penny Royal/Sporhams crossroad and Cllr 
Chapman would discuss organising some dates with the Speedwatch Coordinator. 

RESOLVED:  that a letter would be written to the LHP to chase up the traffic warning signs. 
Cllr Chapman would liaise with Cllr Mrs Hessing and the Speedwatch Coordinator to 
organise a session(s) on the green alongside the Bicknacre Road, just to the east of its 
Penny Royal/Sporhams crossroad and to request an additional location along the Bicknacre 
Road. 

 
 

30.  Quarries (St Clere’s Hall, Royal Oak & Sandon)  
There were no updates. 
 
 31.  Living Landscapes   
Cllr Mrs Hallet reported that she had discussed mowing arrangements, for the proposed 
wild flowers at Griffin Meadow, with the Groundsman.  As the wild flowers would be planted 
in small areas, the groundsman had not anticipated any difficulties with removing the hay.  
If any issues were to arise, a working party could help.  A plan would be brought to the next 
meeting and would need to be submitted to and approved by the landowner. 
RESOLVED: that Cllr Mrs Hallett would bring the plan for the wild flowers to the next 
meeting. 
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32.  Wooden Posts Eves Corner:   
This had been referred to the Facilities Committee meeting of the 11th July, where it had 
been resolved that the situation would be monitored to confirm that there was a need for the 
post.  If Councillors saw any cars parked there, it should be reported to the office. Cllr G 
Chapman had investigated alternative posts and obtained costs. 
RESOLVED:  that Councillors would report any incidents of parking on the green at Eves 
Corner to the Office. 
 
 
33.  Parish Cleansing Day 
CCC had agreed a new date of the 4th October for the parish cleansing day.   
The areas that had been included were: 

• A414 Maldon Road and Main Road 

• Capons Lane 

• Runsell Lane 

• Mayes Lane 
Councillors requested that the road signs on the A414 were cleaned and that the belisha 
beacon outside Danbury Park School was cleaned to make it brighter. 
RESOLVED:  that the Assistant Clerk would request that the road signs on the A414 and 
the belisha beacon outside Danbury Park School be cleaned. 
 
 
34.  Correspondence  
a)  Speed Limit along Woodhill Road : 
A request had been received from a resident to reduce the speed limit from Sandon to and 
through Danbury and Danbury to Sandon.  A traffic survey had been conducted in 2016 and 
the outcomes noted at the meeting of the Environment Committee on 23rd January 2017 
(minute 80.3.)  A discussion was held and it was suggested that a reduced speed limit 
might be appropriate between the NT land and Well Lane. 
RESOLVED:  to include this in the letter that would be written to the LHP regarding the 
Bicknacre Road. 
 
b)  Traffic Speed at Frettons Corner 
A request had been received from a resident for: 

i)   a speed camera on Frettons Corner coming into Danbury. 
ii)  a sign before Moores Bridge Lane warning income cars of a hidden entrance. 
iii) a traffic survey at this location. (The resident would be happy to monitor traffic at 
that corner is given the appropriate equipment.) 

A discussion was held and it was suggested that a speed count across the A414 between 
Moores Bridge Lane and Frettons could be requested.  Assistance from the resident to 
monitor traffic would not be required. 
RESOLVED:  that a speed count would be requested across the A414 between Moores 
Bridge Lane and Frettons. 
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c) Pond at Eve’s Corner 

 i)  A number of residents had contacted the Council to express concerns about the 
water levels in the pond and the welfare of the mother duck and her ducklings. 
 
ii)  The National Trust had been contacted the week before and had advised that the 
ducks would move to a more suitable location if necessary.  The fire brigade had 
been contacted for help to fill the pond; however this is not a service that the fire 
brigade was able to provide.   
 
iii) At least two of the drains set into the kerbs at Eves Corner have been blocked 
where the road surface had been raised as a result of the resurfacing.  This had 
been reported to ECC and was discussed under minute item 27a. 
 

RESOLVED:  that a sign would be placed at the pond explaining that the Council is aware 
of the water levels, that it would not be possible to refill the pond and that the ducks would 
relocate if necessary.   
 
 
35.  Reparation 
The Essex Youth Offending Service were looking for projects in the Chelmsford area.  They 
were currently helping charities, churches and third sector agencies across Essex with jobs 
such as painting, serving teas/coffees and charity events. 
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted. 
 
 
36.  Essex Youthbuilders 
Essex Youthbuilders were young people aged 14-19 years who had gained qualifications 
and trade experience at Essex Youthbuild.  They were looking to go out into the community 
to complete small to medium sized construction projects (under the supervision of qualified 
tradesmen.) 
RESOLVED:  that the Assistant Clerk would enquire as to whether the repair to the felt roof 
of the Eves Corner bus shelter would be a suitable project and, if so, obtain a quote. 
 
 
37.  Matters for Report (for information only) 
The following matters were reported: 
1.  Well Lane Industrial Units:  there had been a persistent foul smelling leak which had 
been investigated previously by the Water Company and ECC but that no action had been 
taken to rectify the situation. 
 
2.  Dog waste bags had been thrown into the trees along footpath 17.  The Dog Waste Bins 
at Hopping Jacks Lane had resolved the issue there. 
 
3.  Youths had started a fire in play equipment at the playground on the Dawson Memorial 
Field and a bin had been burned by the lower car park.  A bin had also been pulled out by 
the bus shelter.  It was suggested that when the bins were replaced in the future, non-
combustible materials could be considered. 
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38.  Dates of Meetings for 2018 
1st October and 3rd December.   
 
There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.27pm. 
 
Cllr Mrs April Chapman  

Chairman 

 

 

………………………………..       …………………………… 

Signed          Date 
 


