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DANBURY PARISH COUNCIL 
A Quality Council 
 

ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE 
 

 
Minutes of the Meeting held on 1st October 2018 at 7.30pm in the Meeting 
Room, The Old School House, Main Road, Danbury 
 

Present: Cllrs:  Mrs A Chapman (Chairman, ex officio), Mrs B Hallett, 
(Vice Chairman), S Berlyn (ex officio), C Baker, G Chapman, 
Mrs M Hessing, A Keeler, J Steele, J Thombs 
 

In Attendance: Mrs L Mitchelmore (Assistant Clerk), One Member of the Public 
 

39 Apologies for Absence 
 There were no apologies received.  
  
40 Declarations of Interest 
 All Members were reminded that they must disclose any pecuniary or non-pecuniary 

interests they knew they might have in items of business on the meeting’s agenda 
and that they must do so at this point on the agenda or as soon as they became 
aware of the interest.  They were reminded that they would need to repeat their 
declaration at the appropriate point in the meeting and leave the room if the interest 
was a pecuniary one.  They were also obliged to notify the Monitoring Officer of the 
interest within 28 days of the meeting, if they had not previously notified her about it. 
Unforeseen interests must be declared similarly at the appropriate time.   
 

 There were no interests declared 
  
41 Public Question Time  
 There were no questions from the public. 
  
42 Minutes 
 RESOLVED:  that the minutes of the meeting held on 23rd July 2018 were approved 

and signed as a correct record. 
  
43 Actions from the Minutes 
 The action plan was noted. 
  
44 Budget 
 The budget was considered after item 46. 
  
45 Footpaths 
 There was nothing to report that hadn’t been previously reported and listed on the 

Highways issues Sheet. 
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46 Bus Transportation 
46.1 It was noted that the next Passenger Transport Meeting would be held on 17th 

October 2018. 
  
46.2 The report from the Passenger Transport Representative had been received and was 

noted.  A discussion was held regarding the need for the bus stop ‘flags’ to be 
cleaned, particularly at The Avenue bus stop.  This had previously been reported to 
ECC by the Assistant Clerk, who would follow it up.  Also, discussed was whether the 
closure of the Army and Navy flyover was affecting bus services through Danbury. 

  
46.3 Quotes for refurbishment to the bus stops were circulated during the meeting. 

 
Whilst quotes were being obtained, additional issues at the bus shelters had been 
identified (photographs attached to agenda): 

• Cherry Garden Lane Shelter (Runsell Green), - roof support timber and the 
window frame.   

• Eves Corner, barge boards were found to have become rotten in places.  

• The Avenue bus shelter - damage to the window panel had been identified  
 
The quotes therefore were not like for like and would need to be revised if the 
committee were minded to complete all refurbishment works.   
 
The Committee were advised that the total costs would exceed the existing budget of 
£500, with the quotes ranging between approximately £630 and £2500 for work to the 
bus shelters at Cherry Garden Lane (Runsell Green) and Eves Corner. 
 
The cost of the fitting the replacement seat and replacing the window panel at The 
Avenue bus stop would be £192.00 (inc VAT) quoted by the supplier’s recommended 
fitter plus the cost of replacement seat pad at £88.15 exc VAT.  The Committee were 
advised that the supplier would be closing down and no longer accepting orders for 
out of stock items – the seat cost quoted above is for the one remaining seat pad at a 
5% discount due to scuffing. 
 

The repairs to the bus shelters at Cherry Garden Lane and Eves Corner were 
discussed.  It was suggested that replacement timbers should be marine grade or 
tanalised to ensure that they had lasting protection from the elements, although the 
contractors had specified either Sadolin or Barn Paint.  It was noted that this could 
incur an additional cost and would be investigated by the Assistant Clerk. 
 

The replacement seat pad was discussed.  Concern was expressed that it would be a 
risk to purchase the seat pad as the supplier would be closing down.  However, it was 
suggested that the risk could be mitigated by purchasing with 28-day payment 
terms.  If the seat pad were not purchased now and could not be sourced at a later 
date, the seat would not be able to be replaced. 

  

 RESOLVED: after lengthy discussion the Committee agreed: 

 i)  To purchase the seat immediately and replace at The Avenue Bus Shelter, 
proposed by Cllr J Thombs and seconded by Cllr C Baker, all agreed. 
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ii) To submit a request to the Resources Committee at the October meeting for 
£3,000.00 in order that all the other repairs could be carried out during this financial 
year, the Clerk and Chair of Environment Committee be authorised to choose the 
most appropriate quote, proposed by Cllr J Thombs and seconded by Cllr M Hessing, 
agreed by a majority vote. 
 
iii) To carry out the window repair at The Avenue Bus Shelter immediately, proposed 
by Cllr J Thombs and seconded by Cllr C Baker, agreed by a majority vote. 
 

46.4 Bus Shelter Cleaning 
 The Assistant Clerk reported that a handover meeting had been held with the new 

franchisee who was reminded that the contract included the removal of graffiti.  The 
Assistant Clerk would monitor this.  The franchisee was also asked that any if 
damage to the bus shelters was identified by the cleaners, it would be reported to the 
Parish Council Office. 

  
44 The budget had been deferred until after the bus shelter repairs had been 

discussed. 
 The budget review had been received and the committee made recommendations for 

2019/20 budget for the November Parish Council Meeting, as shown in the table 
below: 

  
 

 
2017-2018 2018-2019 2019-2020 Committed 

spend to date 

Bus Shelter Cleaning £2205 £2592 £2664 £2505 

Repairs Bus Shelters £500 £500 £500 £0 

Other Environmental  £200 £278 £0 £0 

Project Danbury £500 £0 £0  

Grass Cutting/bed 

maintenance (moved from 

Facilities for 18/19) 

£1740 £2480 £2480 £2480 

Total £5145 £5850 £5644 £4985 
 

  
 RESOLVED:  that the recommendations for the 2019/20 as shown in the table above 

would be made to the November Parish Council meeting. 
  
47 Highways Matters 
47.1 The list of reported items was noted and the following issues that had been rectified 

but were still showing as outstanding on the list were reported during the meeting: 
 i)  The hedge at Main Road Danbury had been cut back. 
 ii)  Both issues at footpath 17 had been rectified. 
 iii)  Footpath 62 was no longer overgrown. 
 iv)  Footpath 16 was no longer overgrown. 
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 v)  The bridge rails were still awaiting repair at footpath 15 and should have been 
listed on the action list from the previous meeting.  The Public Rights of Way (PROW) 
Officer had confirmed that the repair had been added to the works program and 
would likely be completed by contractors rather than the PROW working party.  This 
would be added to the actions list for information. 

  
47.2 Additional Bollards at the Junction of The Avenue and Maldon Road (to prevent 

footway parking.) 
47.2.1 It was noted that no reports had been made by councillors of parking issues to date. 
47.2.2 A discussion took place regarding whether parking continued to be an issue now that 

the garage had reopened. 
 RESOLVED:  that this matter would now be removed from the agenda. 
  
47.3 Traffic Speed at Frettons Corner 
 The 2014 traffic count and Essex County Council’s (ECC) Speed Management 

Strategy had been received. A discussion was held as to whether to request a new 
traffic count and whether to support the resident’s request for a speed camera at 
Frettons Corner and a sign for Moores Bridge Lane warning of a hidden entrance. 

 RESOLVED: that; 
 i)  a new traffic count would be requested to provide a more up to date picture of 

traffic at Frettons Corner. 
 ii)  that a decision as to whether to support the resident’s requests would be deferred 

until the results of the traffic report had been received. 
  
48 Chelmsford Local Highways Panel 
48.1 It was noted that a meeting had been held on 13th September 2018 but that the 

minutes and reports were not yet available. 
48.2 It was noted that the Highways Liaison Officer had kindly visited the Parish Office and 

given the Clerk and Assistant Clerks an overview on the work of the Local Highways 
Panel.  

  
49 Local Highways Panel (LHP) Requests – schemes currently submitted to the 

LHP. 
49.1 One Way System to Exit the Heights 
 It was noted that the scheme was on the potential schemes list, validated as being 

feasible and available for consideration by the panel. 
  
49.2 New Footway/Walkable Verge at Mayes Lane, Penny Royal Road, Woodhill 

Road 
49.2.1 Cllr Berlyn reported that both he and the Assistant Clerk had held the meeting with 

the resident who had raised concerns about the proposed route of the 
footway/walkable verge.  The design for the scheme had yet to be finalised and was 
in progress through the LHP process. 

  
49.3 Parking Issues in Belvedere Close 
49.3.1 The Assistant Clerk reported that the Ward Member would chase this issue up but 

that very little progress had been made. 
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49.3.2 Cllr Baker reported that the Ward Member had enquired as to whether works had 
been scheduled for Belvedere Road and that there were none planned either this or 
next year.  Residents in that area were concerned about the condition of the road. 

 RESOLVED:  that the condition of Belvedere Road would be part of the City 
Councillor’s 10 items for expedition. 

  
50 Living Landscapes 
50.1 There were no updates to report. 
  
50.2 The plan for the wild flowers at Griffin Meadow had been received.  The Groundsman 

had been consulted and agreed with the layout and mowing arrangements.  A 
discussion was held regarding the plans for, and ideas for publicity, signage and 
seating.  Cllr Mrs Hallet had suggested that seats could be commemoration ones 
perhaps organised through the landowner. 

 RESOLVED:  that the plans would be sent to the agents for approval by the 
landowner and that further enquiries would be made into the provision of 
commemorative seating by the landowner. 

  
51 Quarries (St Clere’s Hall, Royal Oak and Sandon) 
 There were no updates. 
  
52 Air Quality 
 It was noted that a short stretch of Maldon Road (between Eves Corner and Butts 

Lane) had been designated as an Air Quality Management Area by Chelmsford City 
Council.  An action plan would be produced within a year which would be subject to a 
formal consultation. 

  
53 Correspondence 
53.1 Correspondence had been received from a resident concerning the visibility of the 

pedestrian crossing adjacent to the Medical Centre.  A discussion was held, during 
which concerns about the visibility of the crossing at Danbury Park School were also 
raised.  The Assistant Clerk reported that a request had been made to ECC for the 
Belisha Beacons to be cleaned but that there had been no response to date.  
Councillors suggested that the crossings would be more visible if they had LED lights. 

 RESLOVED:  that a request would be made for LED lights in the Belisha Beacons 
adjacent to the Medical Centre and Danbury Park School to make them brighter. 

  
53.2 Correspondence had been received by a resident expressing concern over increased 

aircraft noise over the village.  Flight paths in and around the village were discussed. 
  
 The meeting was suspended to allow the member of the public to speak: 
  
 The member of the public reported that there appeared to be an increase in military 

aircraft over the south of the village. 
  
 The meeting was reconvened. 
  
 RESOLVED:  that a letter would be written to Southend Airport requesting information 

about flight paths in the vicinity of the Village, whether new routes were being 
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planned over the next five years and whether there were any outstanding 
consultations. 

  
53.3 Correspondence had been received from a resident regarding a variety of highways 

and antisocial behaviour issues in the Hopping Jacks Lane and Runsell Lane area.  A 
discussion was held.  Councillors advised that the bridleway referred to in the letter 
was not a bridleway but part of Hopping Jacks Lane and the signage was advisory - 
that the lane was unsuitable for motor vehicles. It was recognised that pavement 
maintenance was an issue but that it was not a priority for Essex Highways at that 
time.  It was noted that the Parish Council provided litter pickers to residents who 
volunteered to help keep the village tidy, and that there were litter pickers in that area.  
Residents would be advised that Antisocial behaviour should be reported to the 
Police. 

  
54 Matters for Report (information only) 
 Concerns about litter at Eves Corner, in the hedges at The Sports and Social Centre 

and the junction of Hoyners and Mill Lane were raised.  It was noted that new litter 
bins had been put outside the One Stop shop.   

  
55 Forthcoming Meetings 2018 
 The next meeting was scheduled for 3rd December at 7.30pm at the Parish Council 

Office. 
  
 There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.15pm. 

 

 

Chairman  
 
………………………………………………………
……………. 

 
……………………………………
……… 

Signed Date 
 



 
 

ACTION LIST 2018/19 - ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE  Meeting 1st October 2018 Appendix 1  

     
Minute 
Ref Action Responsibility Notes Status 

18/19 25b 
Footpath Maps - when the footpaths maps are reprinted rectify 
the Parish Office Address 

Assistant Clerk     

18/19 
25c(i) 

Footpath Officer Reports - that the Assistant Clerk would put in a 
request for a PROW working party to repair the handrails on the 
bridges on footpath 15 and inquire as to whether it was a project 
that the Youth Offenders Service could assist with.   

Assistant Clerk 

A request had been sent to the PROW 
Officer, including whether the Youths 
offendres Service could assist.  On 
following this up, was informed that 
one set of handles had been repaired 
and that the other had been added to 
the works program. Minute 47.1(V). 

On going 

18/19 
26d(1) 

Obtain Quotes for repairs to the bus shelters at Cherry Garden 
Lane, Adjacent to the Avenue and Eves Corner (opposite the Co-
op) 

Assistant Clerk 
Quotes need to be revised - see action 
for minute 18/19 46.3 

Completed 

18/19 
26d(2) 

Identify who was responsible for the overgrown vegetation at the 
bus shelters at Cherry Garden Lane and Runsell Green and write to 
request that it was cut back. 

Assistant Clerk 
The vegetation has been cut back at 
both bus stops 

Completed 

18/19 
26d(3) 

Confirm whether the company had been cleaning the graffiti and 
request that they inform the Parish Council if any damage was 
identified. 

Assistant Clerk 
Assistant Clerk to monitor graffiti 
cleaning - see action for minute 18/19 
46.4 

Completed 

18/19 26e 
Follow up arrangements for the handover meeting with the new 
bus shelter cleaning franchise owner and check the cleaning 
contract. 

Assistant Clerk Handover meeting held. Minute 46.4 Completed 



 
 

18/19 27a 

Write to Essex County Council (ECC) to express the Council's 
disappointment that Belvedere Road would not be resurfaced 
during the current resurfacing program in Danbury and to also 
express concerns about the drains at Eves Corner. 

Assistant Clerk 
Letter sent 12th September. Awaiting 
a reply. Minute 49.3.2 

On going 

18/19 27b Follow up the letter enquiring as to the ownership of the wall. Assistant Clerk 
The ownership of the wall had been 
established.   

Completed 

18/19 27d 

Contact the resident regarding contractors' vehicles parking at Elm 
Green Lane to explain that the Council considered that this was 
the safest option and that if there were further concerns the best 
course of action would be to contact Essex Highways. 

Assistant Clerk   Completed 

18/19 29b 
Cllr Berlyn to report back following a meeting with a resident 
regarding the proposed new footway/walkable verge along Mayes 
Lane. 

Cllr Berlyn Minute 49.2 Completed 

18/19 29c To request an update on parking issues at Belvedere Close Assistant Clerk 
Feedback received from the Ward 
Member - would chase but very little 
progress made. Minute 49.3.1 

On going 

18/19 29d 
A letter would be written to the LHP chase up the traffic warning 
signs for the Bicknacre Road. 

Assistant Clerk 

Letter sent to the Cabinet Member for 
Infrastructure, copied in to the City 
Councillor and Highways Liaison 
Officer. 

On going 

18/19 29d 
To organise a Speedwatch session along Woodhill Road and 
request an additional location along the Bicknacre Road. 

Cllr G 
Chapman 

2 Speedwatch sessions were 
conducted along the Woodhill Road.  
A request was made to the 
Speedwatch Coordinator to apply for a 
new location along the Bicknacre 
Road, however this stretch of road 
would not meet the criteria for a 
Speedwatch location. 

Completed 



 
 

18/19 31 To bring the plan for the wild flowers to the next meeting 
Cllr Mrs 
Hallett 

Plan agreed at meeting 1st October. 
Minute 50.2 

Completed 

18/19 32 
Councillors to report any incidents of parking on the green at Eves 
Corner to the Office 

Councillors 
No reports have been received.  
Remove from agenda. Minute 47.2 1 
and 2 

Completed 

18/19 33 
Request that the road signs on the A414 and the belisha beacon 
outside Danbury Park School be cleaned. 

Assistant Clerk 

This is not possible under as a part of 
the Parish Cleansing Day.  A request 
has been submitted to Essex 
Highways. 

On going 

18/19 34a 
To include speed issues along Woodhill Road the letter that would 
be written to the LHP chase up the traffic warning signs for the 
Bicknacre Road. 

Assistant Clerk 

Letter sent to the Cabinet Member for 
Infrastructure, copied in to the City 
Councillor and Highways Liaison 
Officer. 

On going 

18/19 34b           Traffic speed at Frettons Corner - to request a speed survey Assistant Clerk See minute action 47.3 Completed 

18/19 34c 
To place a sign at the pond explaining that the council is aware of 
the water levels 

Assistant Clerk 
The notice was placed in the pond and 
the water level has now improved. 

Completed 

18/19 36 
To enquire as to whether Essex Youth builders would consider the 
felt roof of Eves Corner bus shelter a suitable project and, if so, 
obtain a quote. 

Assistant Clerk 
The Essex Youth builders were invited 
to quote for work to the bus shelters. 

Completed 

18/19 46.3 

Bus stops:  i)  To purchase the seat immediately and replace at The 
Avenue Bus Shelter, proposed by Cllr J Thombs and seconded by 
Cllr C Baker, all agreed.  ii) To submit a request to the Resources 
Committee at the October meeting for £3,000.00 in order that all 
the other repairs could be carried out during this financial year, 
the Clerk and Chair of Environment Committee be authorised to 
choose the most appropriate quote, proposed by Cllr J Thombs 
and seconded by Cllr M Hessing, agreed by a majority vote. iii) To 
carry out the window repair at The Avenue Bus Shelter 
immediately, proposed by Cllr J Thombs and seconded by Cllr C 
Baker, agreed by a majority vote. 

      



 
 

18/19 46.4 Bus shelter Cleaning. Monitor graffiti at bus stops. Assistant Clerk     

18/19 47.3 
Traffic speed at Frettons Corner -request an up to date traffic 
count and defer decision regarding a speed camera/road signage 
until the results have been received. 

Assistant Clerk     

18/19 47.1 
Highways Matters - reported items.  Remove rectified items from 
the report list.  Add footpath 15 handrails to action list. 

Assistant Clerk     

18/19 
49.3.2 

LHP requests - raise the condition of Belvedere Road with the City 
Councillor as a priority for highways works 

Assistant Clerk     

18/19 50.2 

Living Landscapes - Plans for wild flowers at Griffin Meadow:  that 
the plans would be sent to the agents for approval by the 
landowner and that further enquiries would be made into the 
provision of commemorative seating by the landowner.  

Cllr Mrs 
Hallett 
Assistant Clerk 

    

18/19 53.1 
Correspondence:  that a request would be made for LED lights in 
the Belisha Beacons adjacent to the Medical Centre and Danbury 
Park School to make them brighter.  

Assistant Clerk     

187/19 
53.2 

Correspondence: aircraft noise - that a letter would be written to 
Southend Airport requesting information about flight paths in the 
vicinity of the Village, whether new routes were being planned 
over the next five years and whether there were any outstanding 
consultations.  

Assistant Clerk     

 


