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DANBURY PARISH COUNCIL 
A Quality Council 
 
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 29th November 2017 at 7.30 pm 
at The Old School House, Main Road, Danbury 
 
Present: Cllrs S Berlyn (Chairman)  

Mrs A Chapman (Vice Chairman) 
Mrs L Anstee 
C Baker 
G Chapman 
Mrs M Hessing  
 

Mrs B Hallett 
A Keeler 
J Steele  
P Sutton 
M Telling 
J Thombs 
 

In attendance: Mrs M Saunders, Clerk  
 Mrs H Mayes, Assistant Clerk 
 County Cllr John Spence  
 
101  Parish Update from County Cllr Spence (minute 115 brought forward) 
The Chairman welcomed Cllr Spence to the meeting and invited him to speak at the 
beginning of the meeting.  Cllr Spence advised that his latest update would be out on 
Friday.  He had received numerous calls regarding the pedestrian crossing by the 
Medical Centre but was pleased to report it was now operational.   
 
Cllr Spence had met with two Parish Councillors to attend the Highways Surgery at 
County Hall.  There were a lot of cases being referred from the public for work to be 
done in the parishes.  Discussions were held regarding the new traffic lights at Eves 
Corner.  There had been a commitment for a post- implementation review that had 
not been carried out.  This was now back on the agenda.  The traffic was only 
monitored east to west on the A414, not on the side roads.  Cllr Spence understood 
that the lights did create uncertainty as drivers did not know if lights will be on or off 
at the same times each day.   
 
The LHP was also discussed.  There were a large volume of cases coming through 
and Cllr Spence estimated that three quarters of the requests within his parishes 
were coming from Danbury.  The waiting list was long and continued to grow.There 
was a need to get items prioritised as they would not all be carried out.  Cllr Spence 
felt that the LHP processes were too cumbersome and this was something he would 
be working on.  Additional signage had been agreed for Woodhill Road/Bicknacre 
Road and he had been able to accelerate this work on behalf of the residents.   
 
Cllr Berlyn advised that he was pleased with the number of ECC Officers available at 
the Surgery to answer questions from those present.  The LHP had turned down the 
Parish Councils request to observe LHP meetings.  He also advised that the Parish 
Council had recently removed one of their LHP requests from the list and at the next 
Environment Meeting Councillors could discuss if their requests could be prioritised 
further.  One of the parish requests was a new footway between Mayes Lane and 
Woodhill Road.  A plan had been drawn for a footway but this now had been 
downgraded to a walkable verge.  This road was busy and well used so this was of 
concern to Members.   
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Members advised that they were glad to see the crossing completed.  However, 
there was an issue on bright days when the sun is low as the belisha beacon lights 
could not be seen.  There was also an issue with peak traffic when one side is 
stationary and it is difficult to see if there is anyone waiting to cross.  An issue was 
also raised about the crossing outside the Co-op where the lights seem to take a 
long time to change and pedestrians do not wait for the appropriate signal to cross.   
 
Cllr Spence also advised that Danbury Park School had a long running issue with 
subsidence.  Drainage work had been carried out but there were still cracks 
appearing in the walls and this would be inspected by a surveyor shortly.   
 
Cllr Berlyn thanked Cllr Spence for coming to speak.  Cllr Spence left the meeting.   
 
102  Apologies for absence 
Apologies were received and accepted from Cllrs Carlin and Hinken.   
 
103  Declarations of Interest 
Members were required to declare any personal or prejudicial interests they knew 
they might have in items of business on the meeting’s agenda.  They were reminded 
that they would need to repeat their declaration at the appropriate point in the 
meeting and leave the room if the interest was a prejudicial one.  Unforeseen 
interests must be declared similarly at the appropriate time. Members had 
dispensation to discuss and vote in respect of matters relating to the Precept and the 
DCA.  No interests were declared.    
 
The Clerk reminded Members of their obligations regarding Interests and to be 
mindful of their position as Members of the Parish Council.  If Members had any 
additional interests, these should be reported to the Clerk as soon as possible.   
 
104  Public Question Time 
There were no members of the public present.    
 
105  Approval of Minutes 
RESOLVED:  that the minutes of the meeting held on 27th September 2017 be 
approved and signed as a correct record.   
 
106  Vacancies for Parish Councillors 
No advertisements had been made.  Cllr Hinken hoped to be back in January 2018. 
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.  
 
107 Reports from Village Organisations 
Cllr Mrs Chapman advised that she had, along with two other Cllrs, attended the 
AGM of the Danbury Society which had a fair attendance and had an interesting 
speaker.  In respect of the Parish Council, the Danbury Society advised the meeting 
that they had made a grant towards the Christmas Tree at Eves Corner and that the 
request for a bench outside the Old Pavilion had been refused.  There was 
discussion of planning matters within the village and a vote held on whether to 
allocate funds towards legal advice where there was a majority vote of yes.  The new 
Danbury Society Chairman was John Deamer.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.  
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108  Reports from Committees 
108.1  Resources Committee  
The Chairman reported the following. 
107.8.1  Internal Auditor  
The internal audit was completed during October and there were no actions to take.  
Thanks were given to the Clerk.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.  
108.1.2  General Data Protection Regulations.  
Two staff had completed the training.  The Clerk was currently putting together a list 
of all the documentation that the Parish Council held which would be affected.  The 
Parish Clerk could not be the Data Protection Officer.  Currently the City Council and 
Essex County Council were being approached to see if they would take up the role. 
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.  
108.1.3  Precept 2018 - 2019 
Grants (General Power of Competence) (Prescribed Conditions) Order 2012/965 
It had been recommended by the Resources Committee, under the Power of 
Competence to make the following grants:   

 St Johns Church:  £1500 for maintenance of Church Green and the Churchyard.   

 Danbury Scout Group:  £586.20 for signage and noticeboards at the new Scout 
Hut. 

 Danbury Bowling Club:   £394.38 for new water heaters and electrics. 
Cllr Sutton proposed a total sum of £2481 be granted to the groups as listed above 
and this was seconded by Cllr Steele.  All were in favour 
RESOLVED:  that £2481.00 be granted under the Power of Competence to the 
following groups (breakdown of amounts as above).    
 
Cllr Sutton then spoke about the Precept.  There had been a number of additional 
items included such as Play in the Park.  There were also costs for the 
Neighbourhood Plan in this financial year that would not need to be included in future 
budgets.  The Parish had received a CIL payment from the Danbury Palace 
development which had helped.  This had resulted in an overall precept increase of 
4.4% which was equivalent to a £3 per year increase on a Band D property.   
Cllr Sutton proposed that the precept request for 2018/2019 was £205,252.  This 
was seconded by Cllr Mrs Hessing.  There were no amendments and all were in 
favour.   
RESOLVED:  that the precept request for 2018/2019 would be £205,252 
 
108.1.4  External Auditors 
From 1st April, 2017 PKF Littlejohn LLP,SBA Team, 1 Westferry Circus, Canary 
Wharf, London E14 4HD had been appointed external auditors for the Parish Council 
for the next 5 years until 2021/22.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.  
 
108.2  Planning Committee  
The Chairman reported the following.   

108.2.1  Appeals:   
Old Chase Farm:   Cllr Carlin had spoken on behalf of the Parish Council regarding 
Old Chase Farm.  Several members of the Parish Council had attended various days 
of the Appeal. The decision would not be known until 12th January 2018. 
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Gladman Developments:   Gladman Developments had submitted an appeal for 
the application for 140 dwellings, which would be heard in January.  They had 
subsequently requested that this be withdrawn and replaced with the most recent 
application for 90 dwellings.  The Planning Inspectorate had now refused this 
request.  Therefore the appeal in January would still go ahead for the application for 
140 houses.  The closing date for comments was 8th December 2017.   
Oakland Primecare (Care Home):   There had been a new application for a Care 
Home on the same site which contained some amendments to resolve the reasons 
for the original refusal by CCC.  A decision should be made by 6th December.  Cllr 
Carlin would be speaking at the appeal for the original Care Home application.   
Statements for Future Appeals:  Members discussed a process for amendments to 
Parish Council appeal statements if new information comes to light after ratification 
at Planning Committee.  This would need to be included in Standing Orders.  There 
was some discussion around the wording and flexibility of the procedure should the 
Clerk (or Assistant Clerk) be unavailable to sign off any changes at the last minute.  .  
Other Members felt that the Member making the statement should be allowed some 
flexibility to make changes if required.   
 
Cllr Berlyn proposed that the following should be added to the Parish Councils 
Standing Orders.   
 
Statements for Planning Appeals will be ratified by the Planning Committee. 
 
If urgent alterations are to be made to the document between Planning Meetings, 
details should be forwarded to the Clerk of the Parish Council (Assistant Clerk in her 
absence) as soon as possible.  The Clerk in turn will pass the changed document to 
the Chairman/Vice Chairman of Council and Chairman/Vice Chairman of Planning.  
The Clerk will only need to seek confirmation from two of these Members to ratify the 
changes to the statement.  The alterations will be reported to the next Planning 
Committee Meeting. 
 
This was seconded by Cllr Telling.  There were no amendments.  There were 
thirteen in favour and one abstention.   
RESOLVED:  that the appeals information be noted and that the above paragraph 
relating to Statements for Planning Appeals be added to the Parish Councils 
Standing Orders.   
 
The Clerk also advised that there was nothing further to report on appeals training 
from the solicitors.   
108.2.2  Pedestrian Crossing Medical Centre 
This was now operational.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.  
 
108.3  Environment Committee 
The Chairman reported the following.  
108.3.1  The Footpath Maps were to be reprinted.  Members were discussing the 
possibility of adding permissive paths to the map.  Originally this was not permitted 
when the grant was made by Essex County Council Parish Paths Partnership as it 
was considered that there were too many of these to replicate successfully. 
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108.3.2  ECC Highways had not given permission to put a ‘no parking’ sign at Eves 
Corner.  ECC considered that the double yellow lines on the Highway were sufficient 
to prevent parking on the verge.  The SEPP were responsible for parking 
enforcement and Members were urged to have the SEPP number to hand and report 
immediately if parking was observed at this location.  Cllr Chapman had contacted 
this number recently.  It went through to ECC Highways who were helpful but did not 
have the mobile number of the Parking Enforcement Officer to enable them to be 
contacted straight away and therefore give a penalty charge.    
108.3.3  Three Members had attended a Highways Briefing at CCC and two had 
attended a Highways Surgery with Cllr Spence.   
108.3.4  An LHP request had been put in for speed reduction measures and to stop 
HGV’s accessing Riffhams Lane.  Traffic monitoring was taking place to gather data.   
108.3.5  The request to put in a footway along Bicknacre Road via the LHP had now 
been removed.   
108.3.6  The Living Landscape group were looking for areas to carry out wildflower 
planting.  Members did not consider that there were any suitable areas central to the 
village.   
108.3.7  Blackwater Landscapes had been appointed to the grass cutting contract for 
the next three years.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.  
 
108.4  Facilities Committee 
The Chairman reported the following.  
108.4.1  Sports and Social Centre Roof 
The works to the roof and new cupola had commenced.  The roof had been sealed 
and the cupola ordered.  The hip tiles on the corner had been repaired and 
scaffolding removed. The new cupola would be installed when received (hopefully 
next week) and the lagging in the roof space had to be arranged with the Sports and 
Social Centre.  
108.4.2  Pond Work 
Additional days had been completed at both Eves Corner and Runsell Green ponds 
by the BTCV.   
108.4.3  Christmas Tree Eves Corner 
Carols around the Christmas Tree at Eves Corner would take place on Wednesday 
13th December 2017 at 7 p.m.    
108.4.4  Registration of Land 
The land where the toilets were situated has been registered with the Land Registry. 
The registration for the allotment site had been sent to the Land Registry but not yet 
confirmed.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.  
 
109  Neighbourhood Plan 
The group were currently putting together information for exhibitions and further 
consultation in the New Year.  Hopefully this would coincide with Chelmsford City 
Council’s consultation on their New Local Plan.  There would be a lot of hard work to 
be done and therefore it might not be possible to hold all the Steering Group 
Meetings until the information had been brought together. 
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.  
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110  Communications Working Group 
No meetings had been held.  One would be arranged in the new year to discuss the 
APM. 
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.  
 
111  Danbury Fireworks  
Cllr Graham Chapman reported at the Facilities Committee on 8th November 2017 
that the erection of the Heras fencing at Elm Green to prevent parking on the green 
during the Scouts Firework Event had gone extremely well.  No vehicles had parked 
on the green although there had been some parking on the other side of Elm Green 
Road. 
 
There had also been some parking on the grass opposite Frettons.  It was felt that 
using the field for parking had worked much better than the Park and Ride system.  
The delivery of the Heras fencing timewise had proved to be the largest problem.  
Members wished to thank the co-operation with the Scouts and also the 
Groundsman who had been of great help with moving the fencing panels around the 
site.  No complaints had been received at the Parish Council although there had 
been one noise complaint to Chelmsford City Council.  Members thought this should 
be placed on the agenda for January 2018 to discuss a contingency plan if the 
weather had been inclement.  Cllr Berlyn thanked Cllr Chapman and all those who 
had helped to put up the fencing up.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.  
 
112  Use of Old Schoolhouse 
The Clerk was still awaiting the Partnership Agreement to be signed by Jesters and 
had made the landlord aware that she was still waiting for this.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.  
 
113  Eves Corner Lease  
This was now completed.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.  
 
114  Update regarding Path to Bowling Club/Tennis Club 
No further information had been received at the current time. 
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.  
 
115  Parish Update from Cllr John Spence  
This item was moved to the start of the meeting.  The Parish Update from Cllrs 
Spence was circulated.  A copy of Danbury Highways Problems was also circulated 
which had been taken to the Highways Surgery meeting with Cllr Spence on 21st 
November 2017.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.  
 
116  Lease Danbury Sports and Social Centre 
This item was to be kept on the agenda.  The lease would expire in 2021. 
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.  
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117  Co-option Policy  
The Co-option policy was circulated for ratification.  Two minor amendments were 
made.  Cllr Telling proposed that the amended Co-option Policy be adopted by the 
Parish Council.  This was seconded by Cllr Steele and all were in favour.   
RESOLVED:  that the amended Co-option Policy be adopted by the Parish Council.   
 
118  Footway Dawson Memorial Field 
No further updates would be given until January 2018 when a report would then be 
available for the way forward.  
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.  
 
119  Flooding at Riffhams Lane and Mildmays 
All residents had now signed the forms.  A commencement date for works was 
awaited which should be in January 2018.  The first payment had been made to the 
contractor. 
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.  
 
120  Museum 
The Museum had offered a display case for 2019 for historical items from Danbury.   
An advertisement had gone out to the village and Cllr Mrs Chapman was collecting 
items and liaising with the Museum.  The Display Case then could then be built to 
house the artefacts.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.  
 
121  First Responders 
The Chairman of Council had been made aware of some changes which had been 
made to the local First Responder Group to bring it in line with the national scheme.  
The changes were a new five day course to be held at Newmarket which would give 
the equivalent of the Health and Safety First Aid at Work qualification.  There was 
also now a cost of £30 per volunteer for the training which the First Responder 
Group would probably have to fund.  There was also a minimal mileage allowance 
for volunteers of 11p per mile.  The Chairman also reported that First Responders 
were no longer to be dispatched to cases where the patient was between 2 and 8 
years old.  It was unclear why this had changed.  The First Responders were of great 
value to the community and the ambulance service.  Danbury was now down to 7 
volunteers.  The Parish Council would be putting an advert for more volunteers into 
the Danbury Times.   
 
The Chairman had asked the Clerk to contact the Chief Executive of the East of 
England Ambulance Trust for more information prior to the meeting and the 
response was circulated.  Members did not feel that the Chief Executive had fully 
answered the questions that were raised in the Clerks email.   
 
Cllr Thombs suggested that the Parish Council could consider supporting the First 
Responders with additional funding towards training and mileage.  He also 
suggested that the Parish Council could provide or promote local first aid training for 
parents for children under 8 years old to help fill the gap left by these changes.   
 
The Clerk suggested that the Parish Council use the APM in April to raise awareness 
of the group and also hold a collection or raffle to raise funds for the group.   
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Cllr Berlyn thought that it would be useful to invite a representative from the 
ambulance service to answer the questions at the next Parish Council meeting.   
 
Cllr Thombs felt that if this was a National Policy the Parish Council might be limited 
in the action that could be taken.  It could be proactive and target areas which could 
be influenced.  Members generally felt that further explanation of the reasons behind 
the changes was needed to determine what else could be done.  The whole village 
would be affected by this and should be informed once the changes were clarified.   
 
Members unanimously agreed the following actions:   

 The item to be kept on the agenda for the next full Parish Council meeting.  

 The Clerk to write to the Ambulance Service to request that a representative 
attends the January Parish Council meeting to explain the changes.  

 To consider a funding mechanism to support the First Responders in recruiting 
volunteers 

 To consider the provision or promotion of localised first aid training for parents for 
children under the age of 8 

RESOLVED:  that the above bullet point actions be carried out.    
 
122  Councillors’ Surgeries 2017 and 2018 
2nd December    Cllr Baker & Cllr Keeler 
No Surgery in January. 
3rd February  Cllrs Mrs Chapman & Hessing 
3rd March  Cllr Berlyn and Cllr Mrs Anstee 
7th April  TBA 
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.  
 
123 Correspondence  
The Royal British Legion had written thanking the Parish Council for the donation to 
The Poppy Appeal. 
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.  
 
123  Matters for Report (for information only) 
There were no matters reported.  
 
124  Dates of 2018 Meetings  
Wednesday 31st January, 21st March,  
Annual Parish Meeting Monday 23rd April,  
Annual Parish Council Wednesday 2nd May 
Parish Council for ratification of accounts Monday 4th June 
Wednesday 25th July, 26th September, 28th November.  
 
There being no further business the meeting was closed at 9.18 pm 
 
 
 
Signed: …………………………….                            Cllr S Berlyn, Chairman 
 
Date: ……………… 


