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DANBURY PARISH COUNCIL 
A Quality Council 
 
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 26th July 2017 at 7.30 pm at  
The Old School House, Main Road, Danbury 
 
Present: Cllrs S Berlyn (Chairman)  

Mrs A Chapman (Vice Chairman) 
C Baker 
D Carlin 
G Chapman 
Mrs M Hessing 
 

A Keeler 
J Steele  
P Sutton 
M Telling 
J Thombs 
 

In attendance: Mrs M Saunders, Clerk 
 Mrs H Mayes, Assistant Clerk 
 2 representatives of Jesters Kids Club & Nursery 
 2 representatives of ECC Flood & Water Management (arrived 8pm) 
 1 Member of the Public 
 
40  Apologies for absence 
Apologies were received and accepted from Cllrs Mrs Hallett and Hinken.   
 
41  Declarations of Interest 
Members were required to declare any personal or prejudicial interests they knew 
they might have in items of business on the meeting’s agenda.  They were reminded 
that they would need to repeat their declaration at the appropriate point in the 
meeting and leave the room if the interest was a prejudicial one.  Unforeseen 
interests must be declared similarly at the appropriate time. Members had 
dispensation to discuss and vote in respect of matters relating to the Precept and the 
DCA. 
No interests were declared.    
 
42  Public Question Time 
There were no members of the public present that wished to speak at this time.   
 
43  Jesters Kids Club & Nursery Introduction 
The two directors of Jesters Kids Club had attended to introduce themselves as the 
new tenants of the Children’s Centre Building.  They gave a brief history of the 
business which also has an expanding site in Bicknacre and advised that they were 
a Community Interest Company.  They provide a before and after school service for 
3 to 12 year olds and will also be providing a nursery service during the day.  Essex 
County Council wanted a provider who could deliver the extended hours agenda set 
out by Government.  Initially the provision is for 38 weeks a year (term times) but 
they hope to provide a holiday club service in the future.  Some of the children will be 
from the existing club who live locally and go to the local schools.   
 
Jesters had taken a 20 year lease with ECC and they hope to obtain the keys on 
Friday when they would be able to start working on the building and securing the 
boundary.  A fence would need to be put in which would have disabled access at 
both ends and be gated.  This would still enable visitors to the Parish Office to 
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access the building safely.  The two parking spaces at the side would also be 
enclosed to make a smaller outside space (access to the shed would be 
maintained).  They advised they would ensure any additions would be in keeping 
with what is currently in place.  The business would operate 5 days a week (7.15am 
to 9am – breakfast club, 9am to 3pm – nursery and 3.30pm to 6.30pm - after 
school).  There would be a maximum number of 16 children per session.   
 
The Chairman thanked the Directors for attending the meeting and they then left.   
 
44  Approval of Minutes 
RESOLVED:  that the minutes of the meeting held on 5th June be approved and 
signed as a correct record.   
 
45  Vacancies for Parish Councillors 
A CV had been circulated for a resident who wished to become a Parish Councillor.  
The resident outlined her reasons for applying and Members asked several 
questions.  A vote would be held at the end of the meeting.   
 
Another resident who had previously expressed an interest was unable to commit at 
the present time.   
 
Councillor Billy Hinken had sent apologies for all meetings being held in July and 
August.  The situation would be reviewed again in September which all Members 
were in agreement with.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted. 
 
46  Reports from Village Organisations 
Cllr Berlyn had been invited to formally open the Danbury Society Art Show.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.  
 
47  Reports from Committees 
47.1  Resources Committee 
The Chairman reported that:  

i. The Chairman of Council had requested that training be discussed.  There 
were a number of new Councillors who had been sent on training which was 
two days at the EALC.  Due to lack of availability of places, some of the 
Councillors have had to attend course number two before course number one.  
Cllr Berlyn felt that it was important they were attended in the correct order.  
Two of the Councillors who had attended both days advised that it did not 
seem necessary to attend in a particular order as each day could stand alone.  
It was hoped that the number of courses put on would be increased so this 
might not be an issue in the future.   

ii. A new signatory had been arranged for the Council’s bank accounts and was 
working. 

iii. Funding was discussed for the Path to the Tennis Club/Bowling Club.   
iv. There were a number of challenges to be considered in the budgets for items 

such as repairs to the sports hall roof and path etc.   
v. The Resources Committee might be short if Cllr Hinken cannot attend.   

RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.  
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47.2  Planning Committee 
The Chairman reported that:  

i. Richborough Estates application (17/00089/OUT) Land south of Maldon Road 
and East of Hyde Green, Danbury had been refused by Chelmsford City 
Council. 

ii. Appeals had been lodged by Gladman Developments (Land East of Runsell 
View & North of Maldon Road and Oakland Primecare (Land South West of 
52 Maldon Road).  The Gladman documents were now available to view on 
Chelmsford City Council’s website.   

iii. Appeal at Old Chase Farm, Hyde Lane, Danbury:  Inquiry dates had been set 
for 31st October to 3rd November and 13th to 15th November 2017.   

iv. Medical Centre Pedestrian Crossing:  This still had not taken place.  County 
Cllr Spence was continuing to pursue this and had advised that it had been 
delayed as it was waiting for a signature to release the funding.  Cllr Berlyn 
had suggested to Cllr Spence that this was becoming a planning enforcement 
issue.  Members felt that there were a number of issues with how this had 
been dealt with by both CCC and ECC and that the delays were 
unacceptable.  As Cllr Spence was dealing with the issue, it was agreed to 
see if he could get this resolved as soon as possible before any other action 
was taken.   

v. 17/00672/FUL 29 Danbury Palace Drive & 17/00804/FUL Rustlings, Cherry 
Garden Lane:  These applications had both been referred to the local Ward 
Councillor.   

RESOLVED:  that the information in i to v be noted.  
 

The two representatives from ECC Flood and Water Management had arrived and 
the Chairman proposed to bring the appropriate item in the agenda forward for 
discussion.  This was agreed.  The meeting went into Private and Confidential and 
the one Member of the Public left the meeting while the P&C items were discussed.   
 
48 Exclusion of Press and Public 
In accordance with S.1 of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 it was 
resolved that in view of the nature of the business to be discussed it was in the 
opinion of the Committee advisable that the Public and Press be excluded and they 
were instructed to withdraw.   
 
49  Flooding 
49.1  Quotations had been received from three contractors.  A further five 
contractors had contacted the Parish Council through Contracts Finder (as per 
Standing Orders), one of which visited the site and put in a quotation.  The Parish 
Council had to now choose a preferred contractor.  ECC had looked at quotations 
and given advice on all of them.  One contractor fulfilled most of the requirements 
but the cost of design fees had not been included which would be an additional cost.  
ECC would need to go to the preferred contractor to obtain the full costing.  Once 
this was known the grant application could be completed with the full amount 
required.  There would also need to be a contingency sum of 30% which would be 
covered by ECC in the legal agreement and grant letter.  The Parish Council 
Financial Regulations mean that the Clerk would need to do a check on the preferred 
company if the total cost was over £65000.   
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Cllr Carlin proposed that AMB Plant Ltd were agreed as the preferred contractor.  
This was seconded by Cllr Mrs Hessing and there were no amendments.  All were in 
favour.   
RESOLVED:  that AMB Plant Ltd were agreed as the preferred contractor 
 
49.2  The Grant Form had been read through by Cllrs Berlyn, Steele and the Clerk 
and had been returned again to the Essex County Council Solicitor for ratification.  
The Parish Council would have to ratify the form to be used to obtain the grant 
monies and for the future contract between Essex County Council.  This was in the 
process of being finalised.  An additional agreement form was sent on the day the 
Agenda was sent out which was an agreement between the residents and Parish 
Council.  The Clerk had queried one item on this agreement.  ECC confirmed that 
the agreement is not a partnership in the legal sense but a contract.  The second 
agreement between the Parish Council and residents ensures that the Parish 
Council would not have any responsibility for the work carried out in the future.  Once 
the costs are finalised and the application agreed, ECC will pay the grant money to 
the Parish Council in full to pay out to the contractor.  This would likely to be in 
staged payments with a retention figure to be agreed.  The Clerk had already 
completed almost 40 hours of work on this project which would need to be factored 
into the grant funding.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.  

 
The two ECC Representatives then left the meeting and the Chairman continued 
with the agenda in its original order.  The Member of the Public returned to the 
meeting.   

 
47.2  Planning Committee (cont) 
vi. Appeals:  A meeting had been held with representatives of Hands off Danbury 

and the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group as well as City Cllr Ambor to 
discuss the forthcoming appeals (notes circulated).  As the Neighbourhood 
Plan was progressing the Parish Council felt that it would be appropriate to 
give the Planning Inspector an up to date picture of where it was at.  It was 
important that all the village organisations had a joined up approach.  
Members considered a draft template document regarding additional 
information to be submitted to the Planning Inspector for all future appeals 
(only applications which had been objected to by the Parish Council).  This 
document would need to be modified slightly each time depending on the 
current stage of the Neighbourhood Plan and the application in question.  
Members agreed the draft with some additions and alterations.  The Clerk 
advised it would be useful if a Cllr would speak at any appeals on behalf of 
the Parish Council.  This would be agreed at a suitable Planning Committee in 
the future.  Some Members were concerned at the number of people HOD 
had proposed to speak at an inquiry in case this had a negative effect.  It was 
noted that the applicant would have the right to cross examine anyone 
speaking at an inquiry.  The Chairman suggested that this document remain 
confidential until it is required but that it could be given to the Cllr Ambor and 
the Chairman of HOD on the proviso it was not shared with any other parties.     
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Members agreed unanimously that the template document for future appeals 
be adopted and amended appropriately to suit the application and the current 
status of the Neighbourhood Plan.   

RESOLVED:  that the template document for future appeals be adopted and 
amended appropriately to suit the application and the current status of the 
Neighbourhood Plan. 
 
47.3  Environment Committee  
The Chairman reported that:   

i. ECC had contacted the Parish Council as they wished to install a Real Time 
Information display into the bus shelter at Eves Corner which they would 
maintain.  Cllr Mrs Chapman proposed that the RTI display should be installed 
in the bus shelter.  This was seconded by Cllr Telling and all were in favour.   
RESOLVED:  that the RTI display should be installed in the bus shelter at 
Eves Corner.   

ii. Give Way signs had been installed and lines had been marked at the 
entrance to the library/Co-op library.  This had been carried out by the Co-op.   

iii. Eves Corner Verge Parking – it had been agreed to purchase a sign for this 
part of the verge subject to ECC and Conservation Area consent.   

iv. Highways – there were a number of outstanding highways issues.  There 
were also general issues with how the road repairs were being prioritised and 
a lack of consultation and communication.  Cllr Berlyn had met with Cllr 
Spence and representatives of neighbouring Parish Councils.   

v. Local Highways Panel – there had been some progress on some items i.e. a 
feasibility study had been agreed at The Heights.    

vi. Living Landscapes – Volunteers had completed their surveys and an initial 
area of land had been identified for planting.   

vii. Project Danbury – two signs had been added to the bed.  The garden 
maintenance contract would expire in October and the flowerbed maintenance 
would be added to the grass cutting contract and quotes would be requested.   

viii. Chelmsford Community Transport had attended a meeting to ask for the 
Parish Councils help in recruiting volunteer drivers and to identify groups to 
hire the bus more frequently which would make it more cost effective to run.   

RESOLVED:  that the information in ii to viii be noted.  
 
47.4  Facilities Committee 
The Chairman reported that:   

i. Quotations were being sought for the Sports Hall roof.  These would be taken 
back to the Facilities Committee on 13th September 2017.   

ii. Members of the Facilities Committee recommended that the Parish Council 
should have the following resolution regarding Drones/Model Aircraft “that 
Drones/Model aircraft are not flown on Parish Council land and that this 
recommendation should be taken to Parish Council for approval”.  Current 
advice from NALC Solicitor was that legislation was evolving regarding 
Drones/Model Aircraft.  A more detailed policy might need to be written when 
further information was known.  Once the statement was agreed it could be 
added to the website and put up on adjacent noticeboards to Dawson Field.  
Cllr Steele proposed that the sentence be amended to say that “Drones/Model 
aircraft are not flown on or over Parish Council land or property except by the 
emergency services or with prior written permission from Danbury Parish 
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Council”.  This was seconded by Cllr Baker.  There were ten in favour and 
one against.   

RESOLVED:  that the wording was amended to read “Drones/Model aircraft are not 
flown on or over Parish Council land or property except by the emergency services 
or with prior written permission from Danbury Parish Council”.   

iii. A trial was to be set in place regarding the rabbit deterrent on Pitch 4 
iv. A Legionella report was circulated.  An out of hours contact was required by 

Clearwater if the bacterial results were not sufficient.  It was felt that this 
should be someone from the DCA.   

v. It was proposed by Cllr Steele that the additional sentence in the Water 
Hygiene Policy was ratified.  This was seconded by Cllr Carlin and all were in 
favour.   

RESOLVED:  that the additional sentence in the Water Hygiene Policy was ratified 
vi. Danbury Players had attended a meeting requesting use of Dawson Field 

from 16th July 2017 for 5 nights to put on Joseph and the Amazing 
Technicolour Dreamcoat.  This would be discussed further at the Facilities 
Meeting on 13th September 2017. 

RESOLVED:  that the information in i, iii iv and vi be noted.  
 
50  Neighbourhood Plan 
The school visits had all taken place and the children’s opinions sought.  The under 
17’s and businesses had an online questionnaire to complete.  There was also a 
hard copy of the questionnaire within the Danbury Times.  The consultation would 
close on Friday 11th August 2017.  The results of the consultation would be analysed 
and the residents engaged again at a later stage.  The Steering Group was shortly 
carrying out a call for sites exercise and would meet with prospective developers 
who would all be asked the same set of questions.    
The Clerk had been requested to write to Chelmsford City Council regarding 
allocations for the Local Plan and the response was circulated.  
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.  
 
51  Communications Working Group 

i. The Communications Group had not met but Cllr Mrs Hallett had been very 
involved in the schools visits.  It was noted that Little Baddow had recently 
engaged with St Johns School regarding their Neighbourhood Plan as a letter 
of thanks had been included in the school newsletter.  It was suggested that it 
would be good for the Steering Group to send something similar to raise the 
profile of the plan.   

ii. Cllr Mrs Chapman had some photographs which might be suitable for the 
Christmas Card this year.   

iii. The Danbury Leaflet was to be updated and recirculated.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.  
 
52  Danbury Fireworks  
The Clerk had written to the Scouts regarding the installation of further posts along 
the roadside of Elm Green.  They were unable to help with funding as all resources 
were going towards the new scout hut.  The Clerk had also requested details of the 
Police Commissioners funding.  Any project which goes forward had to be passed by 
Chelmsford City Council.  The project to install the posts would not meet the criteria 
for the fund which is £300,000 this year.   
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The cost to install the posts would be in the region of £500.00 including help for the 
Groundsman.  There were two problems;  the ground was currently too hard to install 
the posts and also all the electricity/telephone cables run along this side of Elm 
Green.   The Clerk had been contacting utilities regarding this situation.  The 
Environment Committee had discussed erecting a No Parking Sign on the Green.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.  
 
53  Use of Old Schoolhouse 
The soundproof wall had been installed. The Parish Council now had sole use of this 
end of the building including the cleaner’s cupboard and the toilets.  Jesters would 
have right of access through the corridor if anything went wrong with the alarm.  The 
shed was also still to be occupied by the Parish Council.  The car parking spaces for 
the Parish Council would be along the adjoining properties fence.  Jesters would 
have 3 spaces next to the building (adjacent to the outside play area) and two 
spaces between the shed and building.  The alarm had now been reactivated.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.  
 
54  Eves Corner Lease  
Cllr Carlin proposed that the Chairman of the Council and the Chairman of the 
Facilities Committee be approved to sign the lease for Eves Corner for a period of 6 
years.   This was seconded by Cllr Sutton and all were in favour.  The Clerk would 
have to go to a solicitor to swear under the Landlord and Tenant Act 1954. There 
would be a small charge for this. 
RESOLVED:  that that the Chairman of the Council and the Chairman of the 
Facilities Committee be approved to sign the lease for Eves Corner for a period of 6 
years. 
 
55  Update - Path to Bowling Club/Tennis Club 
A private and confidential report had been circulated to Members for information.  
This document was not to be disclosed to third parties.  The report stated the options 
for the Parish Council going forward.  Funds would need to be found to carry out 
remedial work.  This project could be on-going for a lengthy period of time.  As the 
path had become more dangerous between Robins Nest and the steps, this area 
was closed off on Friday 7th July 2017.  The path was likely to be closed for the 
foreseeable future until a plan of action could be formed following a year of 
monitoring by the consultant.  This closure was ratified by the Facilities Committee 
on the 12th July 2017 and this item was for noting at the current time.  
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.  
 
56  Parish Update from Cllr John Spence 
An update from Cllr Spence was circulated.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.  
 
57  Park Run Consultation  
This had been responded to by the Clerk following input from Members via email.  
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.  
 
58  Essex Police Rural Crime Strategy   
Members had no comments on this consultation.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.  
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59  Lease Danbury Sports and Social Centre 
The Sports and Social Centre were not at present in a position to discuss the Lease.  
It was planned to survey their members to ascertain what they would like to see 
regarding facilities for the centre.  This would be brought to a future Parish Council 
meeting. 
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.  
 
60  Councillors’ Surgeries 
5th August:  Cllr Mrs Chapman & Cllr Keeler  
2nd September:  Cllr Tombs & Cllr Telling 
7th October:  Cllr Chapman and Cllr Berlyn 
4th November  TBC 
2nd December  TBC 
 
61  EALC Conference 19.9.2017 
Members were asked if they had any motions to take forward.  The EALC continued 
to support parish representation on the Local Highways Panel.  They were also 
putting together a document regarding Parish involvement with issues such as fly 
tipping and flyposting as it would be quicker for these problems to be dealt with by 
the parishes.  The Cabinet Member for Highways was being invited to a future EALC 
meeting.  Members did not have any other motions to take forward.  Cllrs Mrs 
Hessing and Carlin were interested in attending.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.  
 
62  Chelmsford Museum  
The Parish Council had been offered a small display (display case was 30cm – 
80cm) for Danbury at the Chelmsford Museum commencing in 2019.  Members 
agreed unanimously that this would be a good project to participate in and it could be 
carried out through the Communications Group.  The Clerk would make further 
inquiries regarding timescales.   
RESOLVED:  that the Parish Council takes a display in the Chelmsford Museum.   
 
63  Correspondence  
63.1  A letter of thanks has been received from St John the Baptist Church for the 
grant donation. 
63.2  Essex Village of the Year Competition Results 2017 
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.  
 
64  Matters for Report (for information only) 
It was suggested that an electric charging point might be required in the car park in 
the future.  This would need to be discussed at a future Facilities Committee 
 
It was reported that there had been issues of cycling through the graveyard.  The 
Church would be installing a wooden post to try to prevent this and Cllr Chapman 
would put a no cycling sign on it.   
 
Cllr Mrs Chapman reported that she was not able to attend the Danbury Lakes 
Forum on 1st August.  Cllr Mrs Hallet also could not attend.  Cllr Keeler was attending 
and Cllr Berlyn advised that he would go if available.   
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65  Dates of 2017 Meetings:  
Wednesdays:  27th September and 29th November 
 
66  Exclusion of Press and Public 
In accordance with S.1 of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 it was 
resolved that in view of the nature of the business to be discussed it was in the 
opinion of the Committee advisable that the Public and Press be excluded and they 
were instructed to withdraw.   
 
The Member of the Public left the meeting.   
 
67  Co-option of a Councillor 
A secret ballot was carried out.  The ballots were counted by the Clerk who 
announced that Mrs Linda Anstee had duly been co-opted to Danbury Parish 
Council.   
RESOLVED:  that Mrs Linda Anstee be co-opted to Danbury Parish Council.  
 
There being no further business the meeting was closed at 9.41 pm 
 
 
 
Signed: …………………………….                            Cllr S Berlyn, Chairman 
 
Date: ……………… 


