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DANBURY PARISH COUNCIL 
A Quality Council 
 

ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE 
 
Minutes of the meeting of the held on Monday 2nd October 2017 at 7.30pm in the 
Committee Room, the Old School House, Main Road, Danbury 
 
Present:  Cllrs:  Mrs A Chapman (Chairman, ex-officio), Mrs B Hallett (Vice Chairman),  
                    S Berlyn (ex officio), C Baker, G Chapman, A Keeler, J Steele, J Thombs 
In attendance:  Mrs H Mayes, Assistant Clerk 
 
35  Apologies for Absence 
There were no apologies for absence.   
 
36  Declarations of Interest 
All Members were reminded that they must disclose any pecuniary or non-pecuniary 
interests they know they might have in items of business on the meeting’s agenda and 
that they must do so at this point on the agenda or as soon as they became aware of 
the interest.  They were reminded that they would need to repeat their declaration at 
the appropriate point in the meeting and leave the room if the interest was a pecuniary 
one.  They were also obliged to notify the Monitoring Officer of the interest within 28 
days of the meeting, if they had not previously notified her about it.  Unforeseen 
interests must be declared similarly at the appropriate time.  
 
There were no interests declared.   
 
37  Public Questions (Time limited to 15 minutes) 
There were no members of the public present.  
 
38  Minutes of the Environment Committee 
RESOLVED:  that the minutes of the meeting held on 10th July 2017 be approved and 
signed as a correct record.   
 
39  Footpaths  
39.1  Footpath Officer Reports  
The Footpath Officer reports were circulated.   The Assistant Clerk would report the 
issues to Highways.   
RESOLVED:  that the issues were reported to Highways.  
39.2  National Trust Land - Permissive Path from Danbury Common to Danbury 
Lakes  
The Ranger had advised he would put waymarkers up to show the permissive path so 
that there were not too many signs up.  There was still an issue with a wet area which 
was difficult to cross which the National Trust were aware of and would try to resolve.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.  
39.3  Footpath Maps 
There was one box of Footpath Maps left.  Members agreed that the maps should be 
reprinted.  The Assistant Clerk was requested to get prices for different quantities over 
1000.  Cllr Steele suggested that some or all of the permissive paths be added to the 
map.  The Assistant Clerk would make enquiries as this would have to be done by a 
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cartographer and there would be an additional cost to this.  Members should advise 
the Office of any alterations to the current map.   
RESOLVED:  that the Assistant Clerk 
a)  obtained prices for reprinting the current map with minor amendments in different 
quantities.  
b)  investigated the cost of adding the permissive paths to the map.   
 
40  Bus Transportation  
The next round of meetings would be held in March 2018.  The Transport 
Representative had sent a report following changes to the timetable.  The changes 
had been publicised on the website and would mainly affect neighbouring parishes.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.  
 
41 Highway Matters  
41.1  No Parking Sign for Eves Corner Verge 
CCC did not have any issues with the sign.  ECC were sent details of the proposed 
sign but advised that they would not consider the placement of a sign at the present 
time.  Members were disappointed that ECC had not agreed to the sign which would 
not have incurred any cost to the County Council.  The Assistant Clerk was requested 
to write strongly to the SEPP with concerns about the lack of enforcement in this area 
(and Danbury in general) advising that vehicles are regularly parked on the verge 
when sales are on.  It was suggested that if anyone sees parking at this location, 
photographs were taken and SEPP contacted at the time of the offence.   
RESOLVED:  that the Assistant Clerk writes to the SEPP to request more frequent 
enforcement of the verge.    
41.2  Highways Issues / County Cllr Spence  
A response from Highways and County Cllr Spence regarding a number of Highways 
issues was circulated.  Cllr Spence had recommended that parish representatives 
attend a Highways Portfolio Holders Surgery which was also attended by ECC 
Officers.  It was thought that this type of meeting would be for more strategic items.  
Cllr Steele had produced a list for a previous meeting that could be used as a basis for 
discussion.  Items suggested also included Parish Representation on LHP, policies on 
resurfacing of roads, unnecessary repainting of white lines (and missing out those that 
were required).  The Assistant Clerk would contact Cllr Spence to get some possible 
dates and see which Councillors were available to attend.   
RESOLVED:  that the Assistant Clerk would contact Cllr Spence to get some possible 
dates and see which Councillors were available to attend 
41.3  Highways Briefing 
A Highways Briefing was to be held on Thursday 16th November.  Cllrs Thombs, 
Steele and Chapman advised that they would attend.  It would also be useful to 
request a list of attendances of Parking Enforcement Officers in Danbury and how 
many penalty notices had been issued.   
RESOLVED:  that 
a)  Cllrs Thombs, Steele and Chapman attend the Highways Briefing 
b)  the Assistant Clerk requested information regarding the number of attendances by 
Parking Enforcement and penalty notices issued from the SEPP.   
41.4  Riffhams Lane  
Documents were circulated from residents regarding issues with lorries and speeding 
issues on Riffhams Lane.  Several options were discussed.  It was agreed to put a 
request forward to the Local Highways Panel to request measures to deter HGV’s 
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from entering the lane (signage) and promote speed reduction.  The Committee felt it 
was unlikely that the LHP would consider a one way system.   
RESOLVED:  that a request is sent to the LHP to ask for measures to be put in to 
deter HGV’s and reduce speeding in Riffhams Lane.   
41.5  Highways matters (reported items) 
A list of items reported was circulated.  Issues had been taken off the list where they 
had not met ECC criteria at present and would be monitored.  The footpath issues 
would be chased again with the ECC PRoW Officer.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.  
 
42  Chelmsford Local Highways Panel (LHP)  
42.1  Minutes  
The minutes and report from the meeting held on 21st June were circulated.  The most 
recent meeting was held on 26th September but no minutes were available.   
42.2  Parish Representation on LHP 
The Assistant Clerk had contacted Cllr Madden, Chairman of the LHP again to request 
for a parish representative to be allowed to observe the meetings.  He had advised 
that he would seek the views of Members of the panel and consider the request.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.  
 
43  Local Highways Panel Requests - Schemes currently submitted to the LHP 
There were no updates available as the September meeting had just been held.   
43.1  Footway between Overshot Bridge and Poplar Farm, Bicknacre Road 
The Feasibility Study was on the Chelmsford City LHP Potential Schemes List and the 
Panel had not as yet made a funding recommendation towards this feasibility study.  
The 2017/18 LHP Capital Budget is now fully committed so this would be a scheme for 
the LHP to consider for funding in 2018/19.  Members discussed this application again 
and considered that it was not now a priority for Danbury.  The verge was already 
reasonably walkable, although some cutting back of vegetation might be helpful.  
Members would prefer to see this money used towards the footway at Mayes Lane.  
The Assistant Clerk was asked to inform the LHP of this decision.   
RESOLVED:  that the Committee no longer requires this request to be considered by 
the LHP.    
43.2  One Way System to exit The Heights 
The Feasibility Study was a scheme for delivery in 2017/18 and currently had a finish 
date in Quarter 4 of the current financial year, though the Design team were working 
to try and deliver this study before that date.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.  
43.3  New Footway Mayes Lane, Penny Royal Road, Woodhill Road 
The Panel had made recommended funding towards the implementation of the 
footway but did not make it a priority scheme for 2017/18 and as such would be a 
scheme for the 2018/19 rolling programme.  
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.  
43.4  Additional Bollards at junction of The Avenue & Maldon Rd (Prevent 
footway parking) 
This had been recently submitted to the LHP and had the support of County Cllr 
Spence.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.  
43.4  Parking Issues in Belvedere Close  
No further updates had been received from City Cllr Ambor.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.  
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44  Quarries (St Clere’s Hall, Royal Oak & Sandon)  
Documents regarding the diversion of footpath 5 at the Royal Oak Quarry site were 
circulated.  
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.  
 
45  Living Landscapes  
The minutes had been circulated by email.  Cllr Mrs Hallett advised that Essex Wildlife 
Trust had visited some of the sites identified through the volunteer surveys.  There 
were strict safety rules for volunteers which ruled out some hedge planting.  In these 
cases, EWT would contact landowners to see if they would carry out the work.  EWT 
had identified some co-operative landowners and would be carrying out work on this 
land initially.  EWT had to take into account cost, maintenance and sustainability of 
any planting work carried out.   
 
Cllr Mrs Hallett advised that EWT were looking for suitable sites in Danbury and Little 
Baddow where they could do wildflower planting.  They would like it to be centrally 
located in the village and an area that could be managed and not mown in error.  
Several pieces of land had been suggested including part of Eves Corner, Runsell 
Green and verge near to Sport Centre.  Members discussed these and other potential 
areas but felt that wildflower planting would not be in keeping with the village.  There 
are a number of areas planted with bulbs which flower annually.  Wildflower areas 
need to be left and this can cause the land to look unsightly.   
 
Members agreed that this type of planting was not suitable for central pieces of land in 
Danbury and there were no areas that could be considered for wildflower planting.   
RESOLVED:  that this type of planting was not suitable for central pieces of land in 
Danbury and there were no areas that could be considered for wildflower planting.   
 

46  Project Danbury  
46.1  Tesco Garage 
The agent had advised that the programme of works would commence from mid-
September 2017 completing by the end of the year (subject to change).  Several 
Planning Applications had been submitted and the shop was due to close on 30th 
September until January 2018.  CCC were aware of the applicants offer to install 
planters at the site.  The agent had advised that they would install and maintain 2 
containers with a mixture of heathers, senecio greyii, and daphne cneorum.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.  
46.2  Flowerbed Maintenance / Grass Cutting  
The budget for grass cutting had been moved to Environment Committee.  The 
contract to maintain the flowerbed would end in October.  The cost for cutting would 
increase as additional work at The Old Pavilion had been added to the specification.  
Two quotes had been received.  Cllr Berlyn proposed that Blackwater Landscapes be 
appointed for years 2018-2020 as per the at a cost of £2480 per year.  This was 
seconded by Cllr Steele and all were in favour.   
RESOLVED:  that Blackwater Landscapes be appointed for years 2018-2020 as per 
the specification for grass cutting and maintenance of the flowerbed outside the Old 
Pavilion at a cost of £2480 per year.  
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47  Budget  

 2017-2018 2018-2019 

Bus Shelter Cleaning £2205 £2592 

Repairs Bus Shelters £500 £500 

Other Environmental  £200 £278 

Project Danbury (move £350 into grass cutting 
budget) 

£500 £150 

Grass Cutting/bed maintenance (moved from 
Facilities for 18/19)  

£1740 £2480 

Total £3405 £6000 

Cllr Chapman advised that there was damage to a Perspex sheet at the bus shelter by 
Danbury Park School on the A414.  The wooden bus shelters would need to be 
painted (seats and roofs).  Members discussed the budget and agreed to recommend 
a budget for the Environment Committee of £6000 for 2018-2019.   
RECOMMENDED:  that that Environment Committee budget for 2017-2018 be £6000. 
 
48  Mobile Library Consultation  
The consultation was circulated and would be publicised on noticeboards, website etc.  
The area where the bus stopped used to be near to sheltered accommodation which 
was no longer there.  Members felt that if the mobile bus was not being used in 
Danbury, they could not object to its withdrawal.  Danbury had a library in the village 
and it was important that mobile libraries be utilised in areas of greatest need.  It was 
agreed unanimously that this comment be sent and Cllr Mrs Chapman would forward 
this comment online.  
RESOLVED:  that the Committee does not raise any objections to the withdrawal of 
the mobile library in Danbury if it is not being used.  
 
49  Matters for Report (for information only) 
It was reported that following complaints about parking at St Johns School, the 
Headteacher had advised that the school would be setting up an Eco-Council for the 
children and hoped to discuss parking issues as a topic.  He would welcome the 
involvement of the Parish Council and other interested parties in these meetings and 
would advise when they would take place.  This was an ongoing problem that was 
difficult to resolve without the help of the parents.   
 
Cllr Mrs Chapman wished to contact the Danbury Society to revisit placing a bench 
outside the Old Pavilion.  Members were happy for this to go on the next agenda.   
 
50  Dates of Meetings for 2017 
4th December.   
 

There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.47 pm.   

 

Cllr Mrs April Chapman  

Chairman 

 

 

………………………………..       …………………………… 

Signed          Date 


