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DANBURY PARISH COUNCIL 
A Quality Council 
 

ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE 
 
Minutes of the meeting of the held on Monday 10th July 2017 at 7.30pm in the 
Committee Room, the Old School House, Main Road, Danbury 
 
Present:  Cllrs:  Mrs A Chapman (Chairman, ex-officio), Mrs B Hallett (Vice Chairman),  
                        S Berlyn (ex officio), C Baker, G Chapman, A Keeler, J Steele, J Thombs 
 
In attendance:  Mrs H Mayes, Assistant Clerk 
 Two representatives from Chelmsford Community Transport 
 
18  Apologies for Absence 
There were no apologies for absence.   
 
19  Declarations of Interest 
All Members were reminded that they must disclose any pecuniary or non-pecuniary 
interests they know they might have in items of business on the meeting’s agenda and 
that they must do so at this point on the agenda or as soon as they became aware of 
the interest.  They were reminded that they would need to repeat their declaration at the 
appropriate point in the meeting and leave the room if the interest was a pecuniary one.  
They were also obliged to notify the Monitoring Officer of the interest within 28 days of 
the meeting, if they had not previously notified her about it.  Unforeseen interests must 
be declared similarly at the appropriate time.  
 
There were no interests declared.   
 
20  Chelmsford Community Transport  
Two representatives from CCT had attended to speak about the scheme and provide 
some up to date leaflets.   
 
CCT had taken over the running of the Danbury Flyer which now operated two days a 
week and was manned by Danbury volunteers.  The Flyer had a lot of local sponsorship 
which was harder to get in the Chelmsford City area.  CCT had four other mini buses as 
well as the Flyer which ran throughout Chelmsford.  CCT would like get more people 
using the Flyer as it was not cost effective to have it unused during the rest of the week.  
There were regular maintenance costs to keep it running.  The demand for the Flyer 
had dropped and there were only about five or six people using it twice a week.  People 
could use it for free with a bus pass or if not, there was a small charge.  The scheme 
could be used by anyone who has a transport need i.e. young families living too far from 
a bus route, residential homes, someone needing transport to hospital etc.  The bus can 
also be hired for groups to use for trips and this is something that they are trying to 
promote more.  They now run trips to Maldon and Braintree and had also been working 
with Farleigh Hospice to help people to access services only available in Chelmsford.  
However, it was important that the buses were sufficiently full to make it worth doing.  
CCT were working with Parish Council’s to find new ways of using the buses.  
Woodham Ferrers & Bicknacre PC were currently trialling a weekly trip to Maldon.  CCT 
were open to trying new schemes if there were any ideas.   
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CCT were looking for more volunteers.  A special licence was not required for the 
Danbury Flyer but the other buses required a D1 which not everyone would have.  If the 
volunteer was over 70 years old, a medical would be required.  Volunteers did not have 
to commit to regular hours, they could drive on an ad hoc basis if they wished.  CCT 
had recently received a grant from the Postcode Lottery to purchase a smaller bus 
which would be easier to drive and not require a D1.   
 
CCT had recently had their funding cut from ECC so they were looking for groups to 
hire the bus for trips to raise extra money for the scheme.   
 
Cllr Berlyn advised that the Flyer used to be well used but demand has dropped.  He 
asked about the grants given by Chelmsford City Council and Essex County Council.  
The grants given to CCT were £40,000 from CCC and £90,000 from ECC (this had 
recently been cut by £14,000).  Anyone who used CCT needed to be a member and 
there was an annual fee of £12 which helped to keep the service running.  A reduced 
one off admin fee of £2 was charged for people using the hospital service for a short 
time.    
 
Cllr Berlyn asked who would fund the Flyer if it was going to be used throughout 
Chelmsford.  This would be either through the bus pass scheme or contributions from 
users.  CCT now pay for all costs for the Flyer.  The buses lost about £2000 per month 
as the running costs were quite substantial.  They had to employ some paid drivers to 
ensure that the service was reliable but also relied on volunteers  The service also used 
volunteer car drivers who use their own vehicle and get paid mileage of 40p per mile.   
 
The CCT were looking for help to recruit more volunteer drivers and to spread the word 
to groups and clubs within Danbury that they could make use of the bus.  Members 
agreed that this could be publicised via Facebook and the Parish Council website.  The 
Assistant Clerk would send a list of local clubs and organisations and a grant form to the 
CCT.  Councillors would be interested to know the number of Danbury residents using 
the scheme if possible.  Members thanked the CCT representatives for attending and 
the two representatives left the meeting at 7.55pm.   
RESOLVED:  that the Assistant Clerk publicises CCT on the website etc and forwards 
details of local clubs and the grants scheme.   
 
21  Public Questions (Time limited to 15 minutes) 
There were no Members of the Public present.   
 
22  Minutes of the Environment Committee 
RESOLVED:  that the minutes of the meeting held on 15th May 2017 be approved and 
signed as a correct record.  
 
23  Footpaths  
23.1  Footpath Officer Reports  
One report had been received and the items reported to ECC.  The other Footpath 
Officer had advised that he had no items to report.   
23.2  National Trust Land 
The Lead Ranger had advised that he was working on new signage for the bike area of 
the Common.   
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23.3  Permissive Path from Danbury Common to Danbury Lakes  
The NT Lead Ranger would produce a small sign for the path warning people of the 
busy road.  He had also noted a small amount of path work required at a wet spot which 
would be remedied.  Signs were still required from either end of the footpath to identify it 
as a permissive path.  The Assistant Clerk would contact the National Trust regarding 
this.   
23.4  Footpath maps 
There were 3 boxes of footpath maps left (approx. 1000 leaflets).  The Assistant Clerk 
would check numbers again prior to the next meeting.   
RESOLVED:  that the information in 23.1, 23.2 and 23.4 be noted and that the National 
Trust be contacted regarding signage for the permissive path.   
 
24  Bus Transportation 
The Transport Rep had attended the Maldon meeting and the report was circulated.  
There is a new interactive Essex bus and train map available at www.essexbus.info.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.   
 
25  Highway Matters 
25.1  Parking at St Johns School  
There had been no further response from SEPP or Essex Police.  The Project Officer 
dealing with the 3PR – Schools Parking Initiative had responded and had been 
forwarded to local schools to ask them to register.  No response had been received 
from the schools yet.  There were a lot of children who came from outside the village.  
Another aspect was the air quality impact of idling engines which might be another 
incentive to encourage people to walk.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.  
25.2  Parking on Green Spaces/Verges (Eves Corner) 
Members noted the following information regarding enforcement of verge parking.    
SEPP – could only take enforcement action if there were parking restrictions on the 
highway boundary adjacent to the verge.  The Assistant Clerk had notified the SEPP of 
verge parking at Eves Corner and given dates of forthcoming sales at the village hall for 
a visit to be carried out by an Enforcement Officer at these times.   
Essex Police – could only take action if the parking is obstructive.  
Essex County Council – would only take action if there was medium or severe 
damage to the verge.  As the verge at Eves Corner was not damaged to this extent it 
could not be reported to ECC.    
 
The cost for a similar sign to those in Finchingfield (‘Parking on or Driving over Green 
Strictly Prohibited’) would be £134.40 ex VAT (plus £20 carriage).  Essex County 
Council had advised that they would require an exact plan of where the sign would be 
located, an image of the sign and who would be responsible for its maintenance before 
they could consider giving permission.  Signage to prevent parking on verges did not fall 
within the remit of the Local Highways Panel.   
 
Cllr Mrs Chapman advised that the whole verge at Eves Corner belongs to ECC and 
that in the past they had agreed that charity event advertisements could be placed 
temporarily between the litter in at the corner and the tree.  This could be a good place 
for the sign.  Members discussed whether the sign would be useful or if it would get 
knocked over by vehicles.  In order for it to be enforced a bye-law would need to be 
made.  Conservation area consent would also be required.  Without a bye-law, the sign 
would still deter some people but would not block them from parking on the verge.  

http://www.essexbus.info/
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There was enough money for this in the Other Environment budget.  It was felt that the 
sign as a deterrent would be a good idea.   
 
Cllr Chapman proposed that a ‘Parking on or Driving over Green Strictly Prohibited’ sign 
be put on Eves Corner subject to agreement from CCC and ECC.  This was seconded 
by Cllr Thombs.  There were seven in favour and one abstention.   
RESOLVED:  that a ‘Parking on or Driving over Green Strictly Prohibited’ sign be put on 
Eves Corner subject to agreement from CCC and ECC.   
25.3  Verge o/s 93 Main Rd Bollards becoming loose due to cars on verge 
The SEPP could not take action on this verge parking as there were no yellow lines to 
be enforced.  This had been reported to ECC as a damaged verge (ref 2522355).  A 
request could be made to the LHP to extend the bollards further along the verge.  No 
further photographs had been sent to the office from the resident who made the original 
complaint.  Members agreed not to request additional bollards at this time.  The original 
bollards were put in to protect the crossing not to prevent parking.  There were a 
number of other locations in the village which had verge and footway parking issues.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.  
25.4  Highways Update 
Cllr Berlyn was invited to a meeting with County Cllr Spence along with Little Baddow, 
Springfield and Boreham Parish Councils to discuss highways and traffic issues.  The 
Deputy Police and Crime Commissioner was also present as many issues were around 
enforcement rather than legislation.  Many parishes had issues with speeding traffic and 
Cllr Spence spoke about the issues at Bicknacre Road.  The Police had some budget 
available to spend on traffic operated speed signs and further information would be 
forwarded by Cllr Spence when received.  There were lots of communities with worse 
speeding and highways issues than in the Chelmsford District.  Cllr Berlyn highlighted 
the main concerns of the village i.e. HGV’s, traffic, noise and congestion.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.  
25.5  Condition of footway at Hopping Jacks Lane 
Cllr Berlyn advised he was concerned about the poor condition of Hopping Jacks Lane 
which has been reported to ECC many times.  Residents were having to walk in the 
road as the footway was uneven.  West Belvedere and Belvedere Road were in a worse 
condition.    
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.  
25.6  Resurfacing of roads unsuitable for traffic 
Cllr Berlyn advised that from Hopping Jacks Lane towards Runsell Green resurfacing 
work has been carried out which has included a small track at the bottom of the road 
which was not necessary.  Other roads had been resurfaced such as Hyde Lane and 
Copt Hill which were in a better condition than roads such as Belvedere Road.  There 
were also areas of highway that had been repainted unnecessarily whilst faded lines 
close by had been left.   
 
Members agreed that the Assistant Clerk should write to Cllr Spence to ask why these 
roads had been prioritised over others in worse condition.  It would be useful if ECC 
would contact the Parish Council to consult on where the roads and footways were that 
required urgent work.  ECC’s Asset Management Strategy Document does state that 
ECC consults with Parish Councils although this does not seem to be taking place.   
RESOLVED:  that the Assistant Clerk contacts County Cllr Spence to advise him of the 
issues with road resurfacing in Danbury.   
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25.7  Highways Problems 
A list of general Highways issues was circulated which had been compiled by Cllr 
Steele and additional items added by other Members.  ECC had advised the Parish 
Office that they could not provide statistics in relation to repairs carried out.  Cllr Steele 
had managed to obtain some statistics from Danbury under a FOI request.  The 
Assistant Clerk was asked to forward these to the Committee for information.   
 
ECC Highways had advised that they were not able to attend Parish Council meetings 
but suggested that the local County Cllr for Danbury be invited to take back any issues 
raised.  Highways briefings would be held in future.  There were online maps showing 
planned works.  It did not appear that ECC were looking at reported issues in relation to 
the impact on other areas.  They appeared to be prioritising depending on the type of 
road it was rather than the effect on nearby properties (i.e. flooding at Ludgores Lane) 
 
Members discussed the issues raised and agreed to write to County Cllr Spence to 
raise the following points.    
 
Lack of consultation and not following the stated policy in ECC’s Asset Management 
Strategy Document.  Members would like to be kept informed of future plans and be 
consulted so that they can inform ECC of the roads that require priority work.   
 
Resources were being wasted surfacing dressing roads that were not well used or in 
need of it whilst other busy roads in the village were deteriorating and in very poor 
condition.   
 
The online reporting system was not being updated and did not contain any dates at all.  
This made it difficult to see when things had been reported, inspected and completed.  
There were often high numbers of individual items reported in one road which would 
indicate a need for work to be carried out as a priority.   
 
No representation from ECC was available to discuss Highways issues at a future PC 
meeting.  Members would like to ask Cllr Spence to a future meeting and recommend 
that a Highways Officer also attends to answer some of the questions and general 
issues raised.   
RESOLVED:  that the Assistant Clerk contacts County Cllr Spence regarding the points 
raised above.   
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25.8  Highways matters (reported items) 
The items below have been reported and updates requested.  Issues would be taken off the list where they have not met ECC criteria at 
present and will be monitored.     

Location Issue Reported 
to 

Date first 
reported 

Ref No Outcome 

Footpath Reports:       

Footpath 15 
towards junction 
with footpath 12 

Footpath 15: Footpath Map section 
2F. From 'The Ridge' towards the 
junction with FP12 a sloping 
section of FP15 has become 
extremely water logged and 
therefore slippery underfoot. There 
is a stream nearby which may be 
contributing towards the water 
logging.   

ECC 11/01/2017 2503850 Inspected by GC and LM.   reported by GC Footpath Officer 

Footpath 23 Footboard on first stile heading 
south from BW 31, rotted away & 
replaced by 2 logs. This is not 
stable or safe to traverse, barbed 
wire is attached to the stile 

ECC 05/05/2017 2515245 reported by AM 

Footpath 28 Gay Bowers Road end,finger board 
loose in ground. Where footpath 
notionally reaches Bicknacre road 
there should be a finger board.  

ECC 05/05/2017 2515247 29/6/17 inspected - works to be scheduled. reported by AM 

Footpath 33 No finger board where path leaves 
The Common. 

ECC 05/05/2017 2515249 inspected - works to be scheduled. reported by AM 

Footpath 35 Footpath propped up in tree where 
path turns NNW on Danbury 
Common 

ECC 05/05/2017 2515250 reported by AM 

Footpath 39 Finger board hidden in tree. 
Maldon Rd 

ECC 05/05/2017 2515251 29/6/17  inspected - works to be scheduled. reported by AM 
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Footpath 42 Path not signed where it leaves 
Slough Road. Finger board was 
seen in hedge a couple of years 
ago, no sign of it now. Path not 
marked through crop.  

ECC 05/05/2017 2515252 29/6/17 online status advises no  immediate action.  will be 
considered for future planned works reported by AM 

Footpath 49 Finger missing from post in Copt 
Hill. 

ECC 05/05/2017 2515254 29/6/17  inspected - works to be scheduled. reported by AM 

Junc FP 61 and 
FP8 

Rotten fingerpost - loosely refitted ECC 17/05/2017 2516647 29/6/17 online status advises no  immediate action.  will be 
considered for future planned works. reported by GC 

Danbury 
Palace/Danbury 
Outdoors 

Confusing signs by the side of the 
road leading to the Danbury Palace 
at entrance to The Outdoor 
Pursuits Centre woodlands. There 
is both a ‘Private Property No 
Trespassing’ sign next to a 'Public 
Footpath’ sign.  

ECC 17/05/2017 2516646 Prow inspected – to be removed from list.  reported by GC 

FP5 from 
Danbury Palace 
Drive 

new fingerpost needed ECC 01/06/2017 2518480 29/6/17 inspected - works to be scheduled. Notified by GC & 
PRoW.  

Other Highway Issues:      

Footpath 25 Blocked ditch Southern end of 
Ludgores Lane/junc with Pump 
Lane 

ECC 08/07/2016 2475675 13/3/17 No updates yet. 17/1/17 Update from JS:  ECC have 
sent me a copy of the Title deeds and plan for supposedly 
adjoining property without commentary. The Title plan is dated 
1987 based on a 1966 OS map.  My interpretation of this plan is 
different to what was mooted at the meeting in December and, 
currently,  I am researching and composing a reply. 12/12/16 
ECC say it is NT responsibility but not NT land on map.  ECC to 
check relevant documents to determine responsibility.  17/11/16 
inspection now carried out. 21/10/16 to be inspected.   

Ludgores 
Lane/Sporhams 
Lane 

Drainage issue ECC 13/06/2016 2468999 29/6/17 online status advises no immediate action.  Will be 
considered for future planned works.  13/3/17 no updates. Next 
road check due Dec 16. Resident has been dealing with ECC 
regarding the road which has sunk (Sporhams Lane).  ECC 
have confirmed that work will be carried out but no date as yet.   
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Penny Royal Rd 
/ Bicknacre Rd 

No drainage ECC 08/07/2016 2475569 13/3/17  JS advised that Natural England had objected to 
drainage channels to SSSI– reasons unknown.  French drain 
being considered.   17/1/17 Update from JS: ECC have 
consulted locally with NT who have not objected to channel(s) 
being dug to drain the road into the Common but  have referred 
ECC to higher management. Also "Rural England" ( I think they 
mean Natural England) have to be consulted to ensure no rare 
plants will be adversely affected. Some work on trying to stop 
water from the Armoury car park draining into the top of Horne 
Row has been done. 12/12/16 JS met with ECC on site to 
discuss options.  Options were discussed for reducing water flow 
down Horne Row.  ECC will be approaching NT to agree 
channels off the road opposite Armory car park.  JS Chasing. 
23/8/16 ECC shows enquiry as concluded. reported by JS and 
requested for a cut off drain to be installed.  

Main Road Chevron Signs ECC 25/05/2017 2517752 29/6/17 online status advises no immediate action.  Will be 
considered for future planned works. .Chevron signs between 
the school & Danbury Palace are very dirty and cannot be seen 
at night.  Reported by BH.   

Maldon Road Retaining wall behind bus shelter ECC 15/05/2017 2516661 Bricks are loose around retaining wall behind bus shelter.  

Bicknacre Road Flattened road sign  (south before 
junc with Common) 

ECC 15/05/2017 2516304 29/6/17 online status advises no immediate action.  will be 
considered for future planned works. .reported again by JS 

Main Road Overgrown hedges from Vets to 
Village hall 

ECC 01/06/2017 2518521 Completed 29/6/17 inspected NFA.  reported by SB 

Purleigh, Penny 
Royal Rd / 
Woodhill Rd  

Overgrown hedge ECC 01/06/2017 2518523 Completed 29/6/17 inspected NFA reported by AK 

Bicknacre Road junction sign obscured by trees (left 
turn to Gay Bowers Road) 

ECC 08/06/2017 2519620 Completed 29/6/17 inspected NFA.  reported by JT 

RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.  
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26  Chelmsford Local Highways Panel (LHP)  
26.1  Minutes 
The minutes from the meeting held on 21st June were not yet available   
26.2  Parish Representation on LHP 
The Assistant Clerk would contact the new Chairman of the LHP, once known, to 
request again for a parish representative to be allowed to observe the meetings.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.  
 
27  Local Highways Panel Requests - Schemes currently submitted to the LHP 
Updates had been received from the LHP Liaison Officer following the June meeting 
as follows (items 27.1 to 27.4).   
27.1  Footway between Overshot Bridge and Poplar Farm, Bicknacre Road 
The Feasibility Study was on the Chelmsford City LHP Potential Schemes List and the 
Panel had not as yet made a funding recommendation towards this feasibility study.  
The 2017/18 LHP Capital Budget was now fully committed so this would be a scheme 
for the LHP to consider for funding in 2018/19.  
27.2  One Way System to exit The Heights 
The Feasibility Study was a scheme for delivery in 2017/18 and currently had a finish 
date in Quarter 4 of the current financial year, though the Design team were working 
to try and deliver this study before that date. 
27.3  New Footway Mayes Lane, Penny Royal Road, Woodhill Road 
The Panel had made recommended funding towards the implementation of the 
footway but did not make it a priority scheme for 2017/18 and as such would be a 
scheme for the 2018/19 rolling programme.  Members were disappointed that this had 
been put back again and that pedestrian safety was being compromised.  The 
Assistant Clerk was asked to contact Cllr Spence regarding this issue.   
27.4  Additional Bollards at junction of The Avenue & Maldon Rd (Prevent 
footway parking) 
This had been recently submitted to the LHP and had the support of County Cllr 
Spence.   
27.5  Parking Issues in Belvedere Close  
No further updates from City Cllr Ambor  
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted and that the Assistant Clerk contacts Cllr 
Spence regarding item 27.3 
 

28  Quarries (St Clere’s Hall, Royal Oak & Sandon) 
There was nothing to report 
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.  
 
29  Living Landscapes  
The minutes had been circulated by email. Cllr Mrs Hallett advised that she now had 
the results of all the surveys from volunteers and they had identified an initial piece of 
land where the landowner was keen to co-operate with the project.  The leaflets for the 
butterfly talk had gone out but the survey was not yet available.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.  
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30  Project Danbury  
30.1  Tesco Garage 
The agent had advised that the programme of works would commence from mid-
September 2017 completing by the end of the year (subject to change).  CCC were 
aware of the applicants offer to install planters at the site.  
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.  
30.2  Flowerbed 
The contract to maintain the flowerbed would end in October.  It had been suggested 
that this be included as part of the next tender for the grass cutting (Blackwater 
Landscapes were the current contractor).  It may only be necessary for the grassed 
area to be cut if Cllr Mrs Chapman deals with the maintenance of the bed.  The 
Assistant Clerk & Cllr Mrs Chapman would arrange this through the Project Danbury 
Group.  It was suggested that this should be a Facilities item now as they held the 
grass cutting budget.  Cllr Chapman would like to see a further container placed in the 
corner at some point in the future to improve the area further.  The Assistant Clerk 
was asked to contact Danbury Garden Services to thank them for their help and 
advise the contract would be going out to tender.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.  
 

31  National Trust - NT Land in Danbury  
Information was circulated from CCC and NT regarding planning issues and the NT.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.  
 

32  Where does Water Go Project  
The article from a recent ‘Making The Links’ newsletter was circulated.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.  
 

33  Matters for Report (for information only) 
Several Speedwatch sessions had taken place in the village and residents had 
stopped to thank them.  There were only four Members of the team but no training 
was forthcoming for new volunteers.  The Assistant Clerk would see if any updates on 
training were available.   
 
Traffic monitoring equipment had been fitted at Littlefields and Runsell view.  If these 
had not been put in by ECC, any third party could be carrying out the monitoring.   
 
There was a lot of litter around Penny Royal Road and Mayes Lane.  The Assistant 
Clerk would check if this was an area covered by volunteers and also advertise in the 
Journal.  The litter bin near to Bakers was full.    
 
34  Dates of Meetings for 2017 
2nd October, 4th December.   
 

There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.36 pm.   
 

Cllr Mrs April Chapman  

Chairman 

 

………………………………..       …………………………… 

Signed          Date 


