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DANBURY PARISH COUNCIL 
A Quality Council 
 

ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE 
 

 
Minutes of the Meeting held on 3rd December 2018 at 7.30pm in the Meeting 
Room, The Old School House, Main Road, Danbury 
 

Present: Cllrs:  Mrs A Chapman (Chairman, ex officio), S Berlyn (ex 
officio), C Baker, G Chapman, D Chesterman, Mrs M Hessing, 
A Keeler, J Steele 
 

In Attendance: Mrs L Mitchelmore (Assistant Clerk), Ms M Harper (Clerk) 
 

56. Apologies for Absence 
 Apologies were received and accepted from Mrs B Hallett and Cllr J 

Thombs. 
  
57. Declarations of Interest 
 All Members were reminded that they must disclose any pecuniary or non-

pecuniary interests they knew they might have in items of business on the 
meeting’s agenda and that they must do so at this point on the agenda or as 
soon as they became aware of the interest.  They were reminded that they 
would need to repeat their declaration at the appropriate point in the 
meeting and leave the room if the interest was a pecuniary one.  They were 
also obliged to notify the Monitoring Officer of the interest within 28 days of 
the meeting, if they had not previously notified her about it. Unforeseen 
interests must be declared similarly at the appropriate time.   
 

 There were no interests declared. 
  
58. Public Question Time  
 There were no members of the public present. 
  
59. Minutes 
 RESOLVED:  that the minutes of the meeting held on 1st October 2018 

were approved and signed as a correct record. 
  
60. Actions from the Minutes 
 The action plan was noted.  18/19 25b:  A request was made for Footpaths 

Maps to be brought to the next agenda.  18/19 47.3:  The Traffic Count for 
Frettons Corner had been received on the day of the meeting and would be 
brought to the next agenda.  18/19 50.2:  A response for the Living 
Landscapes would be chased up. 
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61. Footpaths 
 61.1.  Footpath Officer Reports 
 The Footpath Officer reported that Footpath 4 was now visible across 

the field but that the route was not clear and a new fingerpost sign 
would be required.  The shrubbery that had obscured the fingerpost 
on Footpath 1 had been cleared.  If an additional fingerpost were to be 
provided at the junction of Footpaths 1 and 4, permission would have 
to be sought from the landowner. 

  
 61.2.  Parish Paths Partnership Scheme (P3). 
 Members had received information regarding the Essex Highways 

Parish Partnership Scheme.  The Footpath Officer had requested 
information regarding the scheme to investigate as to whether 
participation in the scheme would be a way to speed up the provision 
and funding for finger posts and the clearing of overgrown vegetation.  
After a discussion, it was decided to invite the Public Rights of Way 
(PROW) and Localism Officer to discuss the scheme with Councillors. 

  
 RESOLVED:  that the PROW and Localism Officer would be invited to 

address the Environment Committee at the next meeting on 15th 
January 2019.  If that were not possible, a date would be arranged to 
meet with Cllrs Baker, Mrs Chapman, Chapman, Chesterman, Keeler 
and the Footpath Officer. 

  
62. Bus Transportation 
 62.1.  Passenger Transport Meeting 
 It was noted that the Passenger Transport Meeting had been held on 

17th October 2018.  The minutes had not yet been received. 
  
 62.2.  Passenger Transport Representative 
 The report from the transport representative had been received and 

was noted.  Councillors enquired as to whether representatives from 
Bus Companies were obliged to attend Passenger Transport Meetings 
or whether it was voluntary. 

  
63. Highways Matters (reported items.: 
 63.1.  The list of reported items had been received and was noted. Items 

18/19 1,6,8,14,17,19,20 and 21 had been resolved and would be 
removed from the list.  An issue with the footway at Butts Lane was 
raised and this would be discussed under Matters for Report. 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  



23 
 

  
 63.2.  Chelmsford Local Highways Panel (LHP) 
 63.2.1.  The minutes from the meeting held on 13th September 2018 

 had been received and were noted 
 . 
 63.2.2.  It was noted that the next meeting of the LHP would be held  

on 13th December. 
  
 63.2.3.  It was noted that Wendy Daden from Broomfield Parish  

Council had been appointed to represent Chelmsford District 
Parish Councils on the LHP.  

  
 63.2.4.  LHP Potential Schemes 
 It was noted that the following were on the LHP Potential 

Schemes List for 2018/19. 
  
 Location Description Comments 

Sporhams Lane Width restriction on 
road to prevent 
goods vehicles 
damaging verges. 

In Validation – waiting 
for outcome of request 
for quiet lane status. 

Well Lane to the 
Heights – Service 
Road 

One-way road Feasible to make one-
way with carriageway 
and footway 
improvements. 

Penny Royal 
Road/Mayes Lane 
to Woodhill Road 

Implementation of 
footway/walkable 
verge to link two 
parts of village 

Estimated costs, 
design under review 

 

  
 63.2.5.  LHP Approved Schemes 
 It was noted that the following were on the LHP Approved 

Schemes List for 2018/19.  The LHP had previously provided 
indicative designs of a walkable verge and Councillors 
requested that they are shown the design of the 
footway/walkable verge for Penny Royal Road/Mayes Lane 
when it had been completed. 

  
 Location Description Comments 

Bicknacre Road Feasibility study into 
improvements to 
traffic warning signs 

Finish date Dec. 2018 

Penny Royal 
Road/Mayes 
Lane to 
Woodhill Road 

Design of 
Footway/Walkable 
verge 

Finish date Dec. 2018 

Danbury Vale Feasibility study into 
flood alleviation works 

Finish date Dec. 2018 
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64. Living Landscapes 
 There was no update from Cllr Mrs Hallett.  The Griffin Meadow Wild Flower 

Plans had been sent to the Land Agents and a response was still awaited.  
The Assistant Clerk would chase this up. 

  
65. Danbury Park 
 65.1.  It was noted that Danbury Park had been placed on the Heritage at 

 Risk Register.  The Assistant Clerk would be kept informed of 
 progress and any opportunities for engagement by the Heritage at  
Risk Landscape Architect.  It was suggested that the Parish Office 
meeting room could be offered to host any meetings if required. 

  
 65.2.  It was noted that the meeting of the Danbury Forum had been 

 postponed and a new date had yet to be arranged.  The Assistant 
 Clerk had contacted the Officer responsible to chase it up. 

  
66. Correspondence 
 The response from Southend Airport regarding aircraft noise in the vicinity 

of Danbury and Little Baddow had been received and was discussed.  Flight 
paths had not changed recently but the frequency of flights had.  There 
were 8 flights that may overfly Danbury but some are up to 4 miles away 
from the centre of Danbury and at approximately 3-4000ft. Cllr Baker 
offered to monitor air traffic in the area to determine whether flights from 
other airports were affecting the village and report back at the next meeting 
on 28th January 2019. 

  
67. Matters for report (for information only) 
 The following matters were reported: 
 i)  A concrete bollard had been knocked from its base on the Maldon Road. 
 ii)  The footway along Butts Lane was in a bad state of repair and a green 

cabinet adjacent to the new development, which contained thick cables, 
had been left open and was loose.  This had been reported and a 
response awaited. 

 iii)  Following diversions due to a road closure, the verges on Gay Bowers 
 Lane (in the vicinity of its junction with Capons Lane) had been churned  
up by vehicles leaving debris in the road.  This had been reported and a 
response awaited. 

 iv)  A query was raised as to whether Parish Councils had the power to 
 remove fly posting. 

 v)  Route marking using flour/cornflour can be worrying for 
 residents/dogwalkers if they don’t know what the substance is. 

 vi)  Cars had been parking on the verge at the top of Elm Green Lane. 
Councillors asked whether this was on the Facilities Agenda.  

  
68. Forthcoming Meetings 2019 
 Meetings were scheduled for 28th January and 25th March at 7.30pm at the 

Parish Council Office. 
  
 There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 

8.30pm. 
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Chairman  
 
………………………………………………………
……………. 

 
……………………………………
……… 

Signed Date 
 

 


