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Danbury PARISH COUNCIL 
A Quality Council 

 
FACILITIES COMMITTEE  
 
Minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 17th January 2018 at 7.30pm in the 
Committee Room at The Old School House, Main Road, Danbury 

 
 

Present: Cllr J Steele (Chairman), Cllr G Chapman (Vice Chairman) 
Cllr Berlyn (ex officio), Cllr Mrs A Chapman (ex officio),  
Cllr Mrs L Anstee, Cllr Mrs M Hessing, Cllr A Keeler, 
Cllr P Sutton, Cllr M Telling 

 
In Attendance: Mrs M Saunders, Clerk 

Mrs M Dyer, Assistant Clerk, Facilities 
Mr J Pardoe, The Mobile Bootcamp 
Mr J Howe, Chairman, Danbury Tennis Club 

  
 
69    Apologies for Absence   
There were no apologies for absence. 
 
70  Declarations of Interest 
All Members were reminded that they must disclose any pecuniary or non-pecuniary 
interests they know they may have in items of business on the meeting’s agenda and 
that they must do so at this point, or as soon as they become aware of the interest.  
They are reminded that they will need to repeat their declaration at the appropriate 
point in the meeting and leave the room if the interest is a pecuniary one.  They are 
also obliged to notify the Monitoring Officer of the interest within 28 days of the 
meeting if they have not previously notified the Monitoring Officer about it.  
Unforeseen interests must be declared similarly at the appropriate time. Members 
have dispensation to discuss and vote in respect of matters relating to the DCA. 
 
There were no Declarations of Interest at this point, but during the course of the 
meeting when Members were discussing Trees at Landisdale and a subsidence 
claim, Cllr Mrs Hessing declared a non-pecuniary interest as her Husband works for 
the insurance company the Parish Council is dealing with – Minute No.77.3 applies. 
 
71  Public Question Time (Limited to 15 minutes)  
Mr Jack Pardoe from The Mobile Bootcamp outlined to Members and answered  
Questions in relation to the request submitted regarding use of Dawson Memorial 
Field for Bootcamp sessions, being considered under an agenda item at this meeting  
(Minute No.74.9.5 applies).  
 
Mr Pardoe then left the meeting. 
 
72   Bench and Bike Rack at Tennis Club  
Members had been supplied with proposals from Tennis Club and reminded that the  
seat would be the same type as installed on Dawson Memorial Field.  At the meeting  
Mr Howe, Chairman of Danbury Tennis Club spoke about these items and proposed  
locations, and answered Members questions.   It was agreed to bring forward this  
agenda item. Following discussion Members were all in agreement that a bench may   
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be installed, but further along from the kitchen window and drainpipes, and that 3 x  
single unit static bicycle racks may be installed on the side wall as discussed. 
RESOLVED:   that Danbury Tennis Club may install one bench (of the specification  
notified)  and 3 x static single unit bicycle racks at the locations agreed. 
 
73  Minutes of the Facilities Committee Meeting held on 15th November 2017 
RESOLVED:  that the minutes of the Meeting held on 15th November 2017 be 
approved and duly signed as a correct record. 
 
74  Danbury Parish Council owned Premises  
Members had been supplied with a copy of the quarterly inspection carried out on 9th 
January 2018 and advised that the Groundsman continued to inspect the site.  
RESOLVED:  that the information was noted by Members. 
 
74.1 Robins Nest  
74.1.1 Tractor Shed Doors 
Members had been reminded that these had been monitored for some time re ‘wear’ 
at bottom and that a contractor had been requested to inspect and advise re 
remedial works.  A report and quote was supplied to Members at the meeting.  
Members discussed and asked that further information be obtained from the 
Contractor re the process of the recommended works to bring back to the March 
Facilities meeting. 
RESOLVED:  that further information be obtained from the Contractor re the process 
of the recommended works to bring back to the March Facilities meeting. 
 
74.2 Tennis Club  
74.2.1 Meeting with Tennis Club 
Members had been supplied with notes from meeting held on 15th November 2017.   
RESOLVED:  that the information was noted by Members. 
 
74.2.2 Bench/Bike Rack 
See Minute No.72 above 
 
74.3 Bowling Club  
Members had been supplied with notes from meeting held with the Bowling Club on 
24th November 2017 and copy email relating to works to the green.   
RESOLVED:  that the information was noted by Members. 
 
74.4 Cricket Clubs 
Nothing to report 

 
74.5 Football Clubs 
Nothing to report 
 
74.6 Footway to Bowling & Tennis Clubs 
Members had been reminded that a section of the footway remained closed and 
would do so whilst monitoring continued/measurements were taken, pending 
recommendation for remedial works.   
RESOLVED:  that the information was noted by Members. 
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74.7 The Old Pavilion  
74.7.1 Broadband 
Members were reminded that information had been received from the DCA; quotes 
and information were still to be obtained and the Conservation Officer contacted. 
RESOLVED:  that the information was noted by Members. 
 
74.7.2 Fans  
Members had been reminded that a decision had been made at the September 
meeting to purchase free standing fans in the next financial year, but that the DCA 
had advised that they would prefer wall mounted fans.  A Contractor had been 
briefed and options and costs were supplied to Members at the meeting. Members 
asked that these costs be referred to the DCA prior to the next scheduled DCA/DPC 
Liaison meeting on 7th June 2018. 
RESOLVED:  that costs for wall mounted fans be referred to the DCA prior to the 
next scheduled DCA/DPC Liaison meeting on 7th June 2018. 
 
74.8 Sports Centre 
74.8.1 Sports Hall Roof  
Members had been advised that these works had now been completed. 
RESOLVED:  that the information was noted by Members. 
 
74.8.2 Electrical Installation Condition Survey/Rep 
Members had been supplied with observations from above which had been carried 
out in November 2017 and advised that the works required had been ordered and 
that costs would be split between DPC and DCA as applicable. 
RESOLVED:  that the information was noted by Members. 
 
74.8.3 DCA/DPC Liaison Meeting 
Members had been supplied with notes from the meeting held on Thursday 11th 
January 2018 and advised that the next scheduled meeting would be held on 
Thursday 7th June 2018.  At the meeting Members were advised and shown outline 
plans for a proposed new kitchen on the lower ground floor (i.e. sports hall level). 
RESOLVED:  that the information was noted by Members. 
 
Mr Howe left the meeting 
 
74.8.4 Internal Drains  
Members had been reminded that a new contractor had been appointed at the 
November meeting to carry out the annual flush through which is generally carried 
out in August, but advised that due to an ‘odour’ in the lower corridor (to sports hall), 
the annual flush through had been brought forward and was carried out on 11th 
January 2018.   
RESOLVED:  that the information was noted by Members. 
 
74.8.5 Sponsor Opportunity 
At the meeting Members were supplied with the responses to the questions raised at 
the November 2017 meeting. Following consideration of the information supplied, 
Members were in agreement that sponsorship and advertising material was not 
appropriate in this area. Cllr Mrs Chapman then proposed that the Parish Council 
would be prepared to permit the proposed A0 board at the entrance to the Sports 
Centre, but would not accept banners (existing or proposed) in any part of the 
conservation area. Cllr Mrs Hessing seconded the proposal; all Members were in 
agreement. 
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RESOLVED: that the Parish Council would be prepared to permit the proposed A0 
board at the entrance to the Sports Centre, but would not accept banners (existing or 
proposed) in any part of the conservation area. 
 
74.8.6 Rear External Staircase (Fire Escape) 
Members were reminded that the recent Structural Report and PC Premises 
Inspection had identified repair/redecoration works required and advised that quotes 
would be obtained. 
RESOLVED:  that the information was noted by Members. 
 
74.9 Dawson Memorial Fields. 
74.9.1 Rabbits 
Members were reminded that as agreed at the November meeting that the situation  
would be reviewed in the Spring. 
RESOLVED:  that the information was noted by Members. 
 
74.9.2 Memorial Bench 
Members were advised that the bench had been delivered and had been installed on  
11th January 2018. 
RESOLVED:  that the information was noted by Members. 
 
74.9.3 Electric Car Point 
Held in abeyance pending amendments to funding by the Government. 
 
74.9.4 Essex Playing Fields Awards 2017 
Members had been advised that congratulations and thanks had been conveyed to  
the Groundsman and Cricket Green Keeper. 
RESOLVED:  that the information was noted by Members. 
 
74.9.5 Bootcamp  
With reference to the request by Mr Pardoe at the beginning of the meeting, 
Members discussed the request to use Dawson Memorial Field.  Cllr Berlyn then 
proposed that Mr Pardoe/Mobile Bootcamp be permitted to run bootcamp sessions 
on Dawson Memorial Field, times and location to be agreed, for a fee of £5 per one 
hour session with the first four weeks free of charge.  Cllr Mrs Anstee seconded the 
proposal, all Members were in agreement. 
RESOLVED:  that Mr Pardoe/Mobile Bootcamp be permitted to run bootcamp 
sessions on Dawson Memorial Field, times and location to be agreed, for a fee of £5 
per one hour session with the first four weeks free of charge.   
 
74.9.6 Litter Bins 
Members had been advised that attempts had been made to set fire to two bins, but 
that as all the bins now have metal liners damage was minimal. 
RESOLVED:  that the information was noted by Members. 
 
74.9.7 Height Barrier – Mayes Lane Car Park 
Members were advised that between 3.30pm Friday 12th January and 10.30am 
Saturday 13th January 2018 this barrier had been hit and damaged.  As the culprit 
was unknown the Parish Council is making a claim through its Insurance Company, 
but will be liable for £250 of the cost. In view of this incident the Clerk is investigating 
the addition of an additional camera to the CCTV system operating in the Mayes 
Lane Car Park; costs are awaited for swivel and fixed camera formats and will be 
brought to a future meeting for consideration by Members. 
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RESOLVED:  that the information was noted by Members. 
                         
74.10 Parish Council Land 
74.10.1 Eves Corner Pond 
Members had been reminded that the dredging specification had been received from 
NT and recommended contractors had been contacted for site meetings/quotes; 
Contractors had been chased.  Members had been advised that extensive works had 
been undertaken by TCV in November 2017. 
RESOLVED:  that the information was noted by Members. 
 
74.10.2Runsell Green Pond 
Members had been advised that details of the Wild Flower Meadow planted in front 
of the pond by the school children of the village had been included in the Christmas 
edition of The Danbury Times and that extensive works had been undertaken by 
TCV in November 2017. 
RESOLVED:  that the information was noted by Members. 
 
74.10.3Allotments 
74.10.3.1 Land Registry 
Members were reminded that the process for registration at Land Registry had now 
started. 
RESOLVED:  that the information was noted by Members. 
 
74.10.3.2 Vacant Plot – New Sheds 
Assistant Clerk updated Members at the meeting.  Members requested that this item 
be removed from the next agenda. 
RESOLVED THAT:  i) the information was noted by Members  
                                ii) this item be removed from the next agenda 
             
74.11 Play Areas 
74.11.1 Play in the Park 2018 
Members had been advised that two sessions had been booked with CCC for 
Thursdays 2nd and 16th August, both with inflatable assault courses and that 
confirmation was awaited. 
RESOLVED:  that the information was noted by Members. 

 
74.12 Elm Green 
74.12.1War Memorial 
Members had been advised that four companies had been invited to quote for 
cleaning works and were supplied with quotes from three.  Following consideration of 
the quotes Members requested that further information be obtained from the 
company that had submitted the lowest quote, in regards to the cleaning process 
they use and details of locations of their work in Essex so that Members may visit the 
sites. 
RESOLVED THAT:  i) the information was noted by Members 
                                ii) further information be obtained from the company that had  
      submitted the lowest quote, in regards to the cleaning process  
                                   they use and details of locations of their work in Essex so that  
                                   Members may visit the sites 
 
As there were no Members of the Public present Cllr Berlyn requested that the 
agenda item relating to ‘Leases’ which was to follow ‘Exclusion of Press & Public’ be 
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brought forward as he was unable to stay until the end of this meeting.  All Members 
were in agreement. 
 
75 Exclusion of Press and Public 
In accordance with S.1 of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 to 
resolve that in view of the nature of the business to be discussed it is in the opinion 
of the Committee advisable that the Public and Press be excluded and they were 
instructed to withdraw 
 
There were no Members of the Public present. 
 
76 Leases 
Members had been supplied with papers to consider.  At the meeting the Clerk 
summarised the situation and the meetings that had taken place, and outlined to 
Members the terms of the lease.  It was agreed that the Chairman of Facilities would 
speak about leases at Parish Council for the decision to be made by Parish Council. 
RESOVED:  that the matter be deferred to Parish Council for a decision. 
 
Cllr Berlyn then left the meeting. 
 
There was a short comfort break before the meeting recommenced. 

 
77  Trees   
77.1  Trees at Pedlars Path 
Members had been advised that following a conversation with the CCC Tree Officer, 
the PC was advised not to submit the TPO paperwork until the 2017 Tree Survey 
was completed and could be submitted with the application. 
RESOLVED:  that the information was noted by Members. 
 
77.2 Tree Survey 2016 
Members had been reminded that regarding Sonic Tomography on selected trees 
and climbing inspection re T21 at Pedlars Path, the Arboriculturalist would review as 
part of the 2017 Tree Survey. 
RESOLVED:  that the information was noted by Members. 
 
77.3 Landisdale 
At this point Cllr Mrs Hessing declared a non-pecuniary interest as her Husband 
works for the insurance company the Parish Council is dealing with. Members had 
been reminded that the subsidence issue was being handled by the PC Insurance 
Company, Came & Co.  Members had been supplied with the Clerk’s report, plus 
copies of email correspondence & quote for tree surgery.  At the meeting Members 
were advised that due to further information from the Insurance Company and the 
Arboriculturalist this meeting could not discuss or make a decision at this time. 
RESOLVED:  that the information was noted by Members. 

 
77.4 Tree Survey 2017 
Members had been advised that the ‘2017’ survey had been completed (actually 
undertaken in January 2018). The complete survey was forwarded by email to 
Members, who were advised that a hard copy was available to view in the Parish 
Office). Details of works required and costs were supplied to Members at the 
meeting. Following discussion it was agreed to arrange a meeting with the 
Arboriculturalist to discuss the survey and works. 
RESOLVED THAT:  i) the information was noted by Members. 



F 41 
 

                                ii) a meeting be arranged with the Arboriculturalist to discuss the  
                                   survey and works. 
 
78   Danbury Times 
Nothing to report 
 
79 ECC Winter Salt Bag Scheme 
Members had been advised that the paperwork had been received from salt team 
members and salt distributed; a salt bin had been installed in the Parish Office car 
park. Assistant Clerk to ‘map’ salt team coverage this season and review with  
Cllr Carlin prior to summer when ECC is expected to launch 2018/18 winter salt 
programme. 
RESOLVED:  that the information was noted by Members. 
 
80 Legionella 
80.1 General 
Members were reminded that there was a system in place for readings under the 
new contract and advised that the cost for legionella readings/ tests/works for all PC 
owned buildings except The Sports & Social Centre for 2018 would be £2,205.00 ex 
VAT. 
RESOLVED:  that the information was noted by Members. 
 
80.2 Bowling Club 
Members were advised that the new jacket for the exterior tank would be installed on 
19th January 2018.  
RESOLVED:  that the information was noted by Members.  
 
80.3 Sports & Social Centre 
Members were advised that the cost for legionella works (tank etc.) for 2018 would 
be £585.90 ex VAT (NB DCA take own readings).  Members were advised that the 
showers were failing, but the DCA had now resolved the issue.  Clearwater would be 
returning to site. 
RESOLVED:  that the information was noted by Members. 
 
81 Christmas Tree  
Members had been advised that the tree had been delivered and installed, but 
unfortunately the tree lights had been subject to an act of vandalism. The fencing 
surrounding the tree had been breached by undoing clip holding the fence together.  
Further new lights had to be purchased and installed. It was noted that there had 
been other acts of vandalism to exterior Christmas decorations at private homes in 
Danbury and Hatfield Peverel the same night the vandalism occurred at Eves 
Corner. The Danbury Society had very kindly donated £200 towards the costs of the 
tree etc. 
RESOLVED:  that the information was noted by Members. 
 
82 Dog Bins 
82.1 West Belvedere 
Members had been reminded that the siting of bins was being discussed with CCC 
Street Care and the Dog Warden, once agreed orders would be placed.  
RESOLVED:  that the information was noted by Members. 
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82.2 Hitchcock Meadow 
Members had been supplied with a request from a volunteer warden at Essex 
Wildlife Trust (EWT) for a dog waste bin at this point.  A map detailing preferred 
location had also been supplied to Members together with costs: bin and installation 
£270 ex VAT and £100 ex VAT annual cost to empty.  Members were advised that 
the volunteer was talking to the EWT H/Q to ascertain if EWT would be able to fund 
the bin and emptying costs.  Whilst Members had no objection to a bin at this point 
they were in agreement that the Parish Council was unable to fund the bin or 
emptying costs. 
RESOLVED THAT:  i) the information was noted by Members 

ii) the Parish Council was unable to fund a bin or the emptying 
    costs at Hitchcock Meadow 

 
83 Matters to Report 
There were no matters reported 
 
84  Meetings in 2018 
Wednesdays: 14th March, 16th May, 11th July, 12th September,  
7th November (Budget) and 14th November. 
 
There being no further business the meeting was closed at 10.15pm 
 
 
 
 
Chairman 
 
 
 
Signed ………………………………………    Date ………………………….  
            
  


