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Danbury PARISH COUNCIL 
A Quality Council 

 
FACILITIES COMMITTEE  
 
Minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 17th May 2017 at 7.30pm in the 
Committee Room at The Old School House, Main Road, Danbury 

 
 

Present: Cllr S Berlyn (ex officio), Cllr Mrs A Chapman (ex offico) 
Cllr G Chapman, Cllr Mrs M Hessing, Cllr A Keeler,  
Cllr J Steele, Cllr P Sutton 

 
In Attendance: Mrs M Dyer, Assistant Clerk, Facilities 
 Mr Luke Scofield, Danbury Cricket Club 
 
Due to the absence of a Chairman for this committee, the Chairman of the Parish  
Council, Cllr Berlyn chaired this first section of the meeting 
   
1   Election of Chairman for 2017/18 
Cllr Mrs Chapman proposed Cllr Steele and Cllr Mrs Hessing proposed  
Cllr Chapman; Cllr Steele advised he would be prepared to take on this role, but  
Cllr Chapman declined, but seconded the proposal for Cllr Steele. There were no 
further nominations and Cllr Steele was elected unanimously. 
RESOLVED: that Cllr Steele be elected as Chairman of the Committee for the 
municipal year 2016/17. 
 
Cllr Steele duly took his place as Chairman 
 
2  Election of Vice-Chairman for 2017/18 
Cllr Mrs Hessing proposed Cllr Chapman; this was seconded by Cllr Sutton.  There 
were no further nominations and Cllr Chapman was elected unanimously. 
RESOLVED: that Cllr Chapman be elected as Vice Chairman of the Committee for 
the municipal year 2017/18. 
 
3  Apologies for absence   
Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr M Telling 
 
4  Declarations of Interest 
All Members were reminded that they must disclose any pecuniary or non-pecuniary 
interests they know they may have in items of business on the meeting’s agenda and 
that they must do so at this point, or as soon as they become aware of the interest.  
They were reminded that they would need to repeat their declaration at the 
appropriate point in the meeting and leave the room if the interest is a pecuniary one.  
They are also obliged to notify the Monitoring Officer of the interest within 28 days of 
the meeting if they have not previously notified the Monitoring Officer about it. 
Unforeseen interests must be declared similarly at the appropriate time. Members 
have dispensation to discuss and vote in respect of matters relating to the DCA. 
 
None were declared at this point.   
 
 
 



F 2 
 

5  Public Question Time (Limited to 15 minutes) 
Mr Luke Scofield attended the meeting in relation to emails from Danbury Cricket  
Club that had been supplied to Members requesting a reduced hire for mid-week  
T20 league games if they could use a wicket from the previous weekend game.  It  
was agreed to bring forward the agenda item relating to the new season:  Members  
had been advised that the new season had started on Saturday 6th May with two  
teams, namely Danbury Cricket Club and Oaklands Cricket Club, playing their home  
games at Danbury and details of both Clubs games had been supplied to Members.  
The Greens Keeper had advised that games could be played mid-week, but that the  
pitch would need cutting, rolling and marking and therefore as previously advised  
there would be a cost of £75 for works involved in preparing the ground each time for  
each additional game to the scheduled 18 x T.Rippon League games.  Mr Scofield  
spoke about the Club and the T20 league and Members asked Mr Scofield  
questions, but following discussion Cllr Berlyn proposed that the cost for a mid-week  
game would be £75 plus VAT; Cllr Mrs Hessing seconded the proposal, all  
Members were in agreement were all in agreement that it would not be possible to  
charge DCC less than the cost for the works.  Mr Scofield advised that he would  
advise the DCC, but that it was likely that the club would have to play the  
T20 games at the opposing team sites. 
RESOLVED THAT:  i) the information was noted by Members 
                                ii) the cost for a mid-week game would be £75 plus VAT 
 
6  Minutes of the Facilities Committee held on 8th March 2017 
RESOLVED:  that the minutes of the Meeting held on 8th March 2017 be approved 
and duly signed as a correct record. 
 
7  Danbury Parish Council owned Premises  
Members had been supplied with a copy of the quarterly inspection undertaken on 
7th April 2017 and advised that the Groundsman continued to inspect the site.  
RESOLVED:  that the information was noted by Members. 
 
7.1 Robins Nest  
Nothing to report 
 
7.2 Tennis Club  
7.2.1 Bench/Bike Rack 
Members had been reminded that this is in abeyance pending appointment of new  
TC Committee Members. 
RESOLVED:  that the information was noted by Members. 
 
7.3 Bowling Club  
7.3.1 Fence Panels and Gate 
Members had been advised that the Bowling Club Committee had completed 
decoration works to exterior of fence panels and gate, but was still to complete 
interior of fence panels. 
RESOLVED:  that the information was noted by Members. 
 
7.3.2 Rink Edging 
Nothing to report.  Members requested that this be removed from future agendas, 
but not from the quarterly inspection report until the issue is resolved by the Bowling 
Club. 
RESOLVED:  that this item be removed from future agendas, but not from the 
quarterly inspection report until the issue is resolved by the Bowling Club. 
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7.3.3 The Green 
Members had been reminded that regarding the dip in rink bottom right hand side, 
the Greens Keeper had raised the level and advised that the rink would be playable 
for the 2017 season.  A copy of the 2010 survey has been supplied to the Bowling 
Club Committee for information.  Nothing further to report.  Members requested that 
this be removed from future agendas, but not from the quarterly inspection report. 
RESOLVED:  that this item be removed from future agendas, but not from the 
quarterly inspection report 
 
7.4 Cricket Club 
7.4.1 Artificial Wicket (Practice Wicket) 
Members had been advised that more soil had been added to this area. 
RESOLVED:  that the information was noted by Members. 
 
7.5 Footway to Bowling & Tennis Clubs 
Members had been reminded that Mr Graham Wing, Laboratory and Site Director, 
Trentside Geotechnical Testing and Site Investigations Limited had attended the 
Parish Council meeting on 29th March 2017 and updated the Council on the survey 
information to date (PC minute No.139 applies). Members had been advised that the 
Clerk had been advised by phone on 10th May 2017 of an accident involving a child 
on this path (tripped and injured face) – written report/email and photograph had 
been requested.  Members were advised that as at 17th May 2017 these were still 
awaited. 
RESOLVED:  that the information was noted by Members. 
 
7.6. Mayes Lane Car Park 
Members had been advised that posts by roadside bank before height barrier had 
been hit by a delivery van and that the insurance company had advised that costs for 
works would be paid direct to contractor.  At the meeting Members were advised that 
the contractor had confirmed that payment had been received and he would liaise 
with Groundsman re works.  It was pointed out to Members that this may involve 
closure of car park whilst works were carried out. 
RESOLVED:  that the information was noted by Members. 
 
7.7 The Old Pavilion  
7.7.1 Broadband 
Members were reminded that the DCA were still investigating if it is possible to have 
remote access from the Sports & Social Centre. 
RESOLVED:  that the information was noted by Members 
 
7.7.2 Electrical Issues  
Members had been advised that a local electrician had rectified the issue with the 
socket in kitchen area. 
RESOLVED:  that the information was noted by Members 
 
7.8 Sports Centre 
7.8.1 Sports Hall Roof  
Members had been reminded that the roofing insulation had been removed and new 
ceiling tiles had been installed and that the DCA were monitoring for ingress of 
water.  DCA had now installed new ceiling lights. Some ridge tiles on roof still need 
attention, but works held in abeyance due to high cost of a cherry picker, awaiting 
other roof works. 
RESOLVED:  that the information was noted by Members. 
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7.8.2 DCA/DPC Liaison Meeting 
Members had been advised that the next meeting was scheduled for Tuesday 27th 
June 2017.  Cllrs Steele and Chapman will attend, but Cllr Mrs Chapman will cease 
attending these meetings now that the Facilities Committee had a new Chairman. 
RESOLVED:  that the information was noted by Members 
  
7.8.3 Gym Roof 
Members had been advised that the fanlight had not leaked to date i.e. as advised 
by DCA 10th May 2017.  Members requested that this item be removed from the 
agenda. 
RESOLVED THAT:  i) the information was noted by Members 
                                ii) that this item be removed from the agenda 
 
7.8.4 Electrical Report 
Members had been advised that the Contractor had been appointed to carry out 
remedial works from the November 2016 Electrical Testing Report and that these 
works had now been completed. 
RESOLVED:  that the information was noted by Members 
 
7.8.5 Doors  
Members had been advised that the order had been placed to repair two damaged 
side doors to Sports Hall, but works were still to be carried out.  Quotes for painting 
fire exit door and bottle store door were presented to Members at the meeting.  Due 
to differences in works quoted for, Assistant Clerk was asked to inspect and email 
Members for a decision. 
RESOLVED THAT:   i) the information was noted by Members 
                                 ii)  re works to fire exit door and bottle store, Assistant Clerk to  

     inspect and email Members for a decision  
 
7.8.6 Gutters (front and rear of building) 
Members had been advised that the order had been placed for these works.  
RESOLVED:  that the information was noted by Members 
  
7.8.7 Internal Drains – Access to Internal Manholes 
Members were advised that the DCA is still to remove the carpet and refit with lino to 
‘uncover’ the manhole covers to facilitate the annual flush through of the drains.   
RESOLVED:  that the information was noted by Members 
 
7.8.8 Carpet between the two sets of front entrance doors 
Members has been reminded that regarding the ‘Lumps’ under the carpet a carpet 
contractor had advised that the carpet would need to be taken up to establish cause 
of problem and that an update was awaited from the DCA.  Members expressed 
concern that this was a trip hazard and asked the Assistant Clerk to chase the DCA 
for an updated report. 
RESOLVED THAT:  i) the information was noted by Members 
                                ii) the Assistant Clerk to chase the DCA for an updated report 
 
7.9 Dawson Memorial Fields. 
7.9.1  Notice Board in Mayes Lane Car Park 
Members were advised that the new notice board had been delivered and installed – 
photographs were shown to Members. 
RESOLVED:  that the information was noted by Members 
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7.9.2  Bin by Youth Shelter 
Members had been advised that the bin had now been installed by Groundsman. 
RESOLVED:  that the information was noted by Members 
 
7.9.3  Commemorative Bench 
Members had been advised that The Danbury Society had been advised that they  
may install a bench, but location was still to be agreed.  Cllr Mrs Chapman advised  
Members that The Danbury Society was now investigating other (non Parish  
Council) sites for this bench.  Members agreed that this item could now be removed  
from the agenda. 
RESOLVED THAT:  i) the information was noted by Members 
                                ii) this item be removed from the agenda 
 
7.10 Parish Council Land 
7.10.1 Eves Corner Pond 
Members were supplied with notes from the meeting with The National Trust that 
had taken place on 16th May 2017 to discuss reduction of reeds and possible other 
works to open out the area of water. Regarding first stage works agreed at the NT 
meeting, Assistant Clerk to email quotes for hire of a skip to Members for approval. 
RESOLVED THAT:  i) the information was noted by Members 

ii) regarding first stage works agreed at the NT meeting,     
   Assistant Clerk to email quotes for hire of a skip to Members  
   for approval. 

 
7.10.2 Runsell Green 
7.10.2.1 Charity Event 
Members were advised that the ‘Ride for Helen’ event took place on 7th May 2017 
using Runsell Green as a rest/water station and had been supplied with a copy of the 
thank you email from the Charity. 
RESOLVED:  that the information was noted by Members 
 
7.10.2.2 Notice Board 
Members were supplied with a quote to carry out preservation works to the notice 
board at this location and at Elm Green. Cllr Berlyn proposed that Chambers 
Building & Interiors Limited be appointed to carry out works to the notice boards at 
Runsell Green and Elm Green at a cost of £130.00 ex VAT.  Cllr Mrs Chapman 
seconded the proposal.  All Members were in agreement. 
RESOLVED:   that Chambers Building & Interiors Limited be appointed to carry out 
works to the notice boards at Runsell Green and Elm Green at a cost of £130.00 ex 
VAT.   
 
7.10.3 Allotments 
7.10.3.1 Land Registry 
Members were reminded that as a basis for valuation had now been established; the 
allotment site would now be registered at Land Registry. 
RESOLVED:  that the information was noted by Members. 
 
7.10.3.2 Meeting with Allotment Holders 
Members had been reminded that work was on going re actions agreed at 
September meeting. 
RESOLVED:  that the information was noted by Members. 
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7.10.3.3 Vacant Plots 
Members were advised that there are currently two vacant plots, with a possible third 
pending progress re grant availability for new sheds. 
RESOLVED:  that the information was noted by Members. 
                                 
7.11 Play Areas 
7.11.1 Annual Play Equipment Inspection 2017 
Members had been reminded that the order for May 2017 had been placed. 
RESOLVED:  that the information was noted by Members. 
 
7.11.2 Play in the Park 2017 
Members had been reminded that two morning sessions had been confirmed by 
CCC for 2nd and 16th August, with additional activity of assault course inflatable at 
16th August session. 
RESOLVED:  that the information was noted by Members. 
 
8  Trees   
8.1  Trees at Pedlars Path 
Members had been reminded that the paperwork to request TPOs for trees in this 
area had been received and is to be completed. 
RESOLVED:  that the information was noted by Members. 
 
8.2 Tree Survey 2016 
Members had been advised that works required (all low priority) had now been 
completed. Members had been supplied with the  response from NT re Cherry Trees 
at Eves Corner and response from Arboricultural Consultant re non-invasive option 
of ‘Sonic Tomography’ and climbing inspection re T21 at Pedlars Path. Assistant 
Clerk had obtained one quote for Sonic Tomography and would be approaching 
ECC Arboricultural Team for a second quote.  Members had been supplied with 
details of costs of installing software to enable DPC Office Staff to amend the tree 
maps – it was agreed that due to the high cost of software and the intensive training 
that would be required this would not be pursued at this time. 
RESOLVED THAT:  i) the information was noted by Members. 
                                ii) ECC Arboricultural Team be approached for a quote to  
                                    undertake Sonic Tomography 
                               iii) Tree Mapping – not to be pursued further at this time 

 
9   Danbury Times 
Cllr Mrs Chapman advised that the next issue would focus on the Neighbourhood 
Plan  
RESOLVED:  that the information was noted by Members. 
 
10 ECC Winter Salt Bag Scheme 
Members had been reminded that Cllr Carlin had been appointed as Member 
responsible for this scheme.   
RESOLVED:  that the information was noted by Members. 

 
11 Legionella 
11.1 General 
Members were reminded that there is a system in place for readings under new 
contract in place. 
RESOLVED:  that the information was noted by Members. 
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11.2 Bowling Club 
Members had been reminded that the order had been placed for the custom made 
jacket for the exterior tank. 
RESOLVED:  that the information was noted by Members. 
 
11.3 The Old Pavilion 
Members were advised that the works to reinstate area where old boiler was 
removed had been carried out and Members were shown photographs. 
RESOLVED:  that the information was noted by Members. 
 
11.4. Sports & Social Centre 
Members had been advised that the Legionella Risk Assessment had been 
undertaken on 15th March 2017 and that a Meeting with the DCA to discuss action 
plan had been arranged for 30th May 2017. 
RESOLVED:  that the information was noted by Members. 
 
12 Christmas Tree Fencing/Decorations 
Members had been supplied with a quote and visual re new fencing.  
Cllr Mrs Chapman gave a short report and Members discussed.  Cllr Mrs Chapman 
proposed that 8 x powder coated barriers in dark green be purchased from Crowd 
Control Solutions Limited at a cost of £251.60 Ex VAT;   Cllr Mrs Hessing seconded 
the proposal, all Members were in agreement.  It was noted that these barriers could 
be used at other events/sites in the village. Assistant Clerk to investigate matching 
colour cable ties.  Cllrs Mr & Mrs Chapman to source new multi coloured lights. 
RESOLVED THAT:  i) the information was noted by Members. 

ii) 8 x powder coated barriers in dark green be purchased from    
    Crowd Control Solutions Limited at a cost of £251.60 Ex VAT 

            iii) Assistant Clerk to investigate matching colour cable ties.   
                                iv) Cllrs Mr & Mrs Chapman to source new multi coloured lights. 
 
13 Dog Bin at Elm Green Memorial 
Members were advised that new bin is required at this site and that CCC have 
quoted £270.00 ex VAT to supply and fit.  Cllr Berlyn proposed that an order be 
placed with CCC to supply and install a new dog waste bin at a cost of £270.00 ex 
VAT;  Cllr Mrs Chapman seconded the proposal.  All Members were in agreement. 
RESOLVED:  that an order be placed with CCC to supply and install a new dog 
waste bin at a cost of £270.00 ex VAT 
 
14 Matters to Report 
There were no matters reported. 
 
15  Meetings in 2017 
Wednesdays: 12th July, 13th September, 8th November (Budget) and 15th November.   
 
 
There being no further business the meeting was closed at 8.55pm 
 
 
Chairman 
 
 
 
Signed ………………………………………    Date …………………………. 


