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1. Danbury Parish 

Danbury Parish Council strongly objects to any proposals involving increased traffic on the A414 

Introduction to Danbury 

Home to around 6,500 residents, Danbury is one of two key service settlements in the South and East Chelmsford 
area.  Being a Key Service Settlement, Danbury provides a range of key services such as primary schools, local 
employment opportunities, convenience shopping facilities, community facilities and good links by public transport 
for residents of both the village and surrounding areas. 

It is also home to numerous nationally designated heritage (more than 50 listed buildings) and environmental assets 
(Registered Parks and Gardens, SSSIs and Ancient Woodland.) 

The  A414 through Danbury, 5 miles to the East of Chelmsford and 5 miles from the West of Maldon, is a gateway to 
Maldon and the Dengie Peninsula, surrounding villages such as Little Baddow and Woodham Walter, and Chelmsford 
and the A12.  The A12 connects London to Lowestoft and destinations in between, including Colchester, Ipswich, 
Harwich and Felixstowe Docks, the A120 (for Stansted Airport) and the A130 (Basildon and Braintree). As such, high 
volumes of traffic travel through Danbury, bringing with it congestion, pollution and long queues. 

There are direct rail transport links into London, Ipswich, Norwich and Clacton on Sea from Chelmsford Railway 
Station which is  located 2.5miles from a Park Ride that serves the City Centre and bus and railway stations. 

Location to Bradwell 

Map showing the Parish of Danbury in relation to Bradwell on Sea and Chelmsford. 

 

© Contains Ordnance Survey Data: Crown copyright and database right 2020. © Crown copyright and database right.  All rights 
reserved (01 00017833) 2020 
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2. Impact of Early Years Construction Traffic Through Danbury 

Danbury Parish Council strongly objects to any proposals involving increased traffic on the A414 

The A414 through Danbury is the most direct route between Chelmsford and the A12 and Maldon and the Dengie 
Peninsula. At peak times the traffic volumes cause congestion and long traffic queues. There is an Air Quality 
Management Area along the A414 between Eves Corner and Butts Lane caused by queuing traffic, the canyoning 
effect of buildings close to the road and the prevailing wind direction (Appendix A). 

Traffic volumes, speeds and pedestrian safety are an ongoing concern for residents. In response to the Village’s first 
Neighbourhood Plan Questionnaire, the A414 was the issue of most concern with 80% of respondents stating that it 
was the thing that they most disliked about Danbury and 82% that the biggest traffic problems were along the 
A414.  With increasing traffic volumes, residents are concerned about rat-running along the narrow, country lanes. 

The A414 cuts the village in two and there are just 5 crossing points along its 2.5mile length between St Clere’s Hall 
and Runsell Lane. There are also a number of bus stops (mostly without lay-bys) along this route where there is no 
adjacent pedestrian crossing. 

The Parish Council has a number of Local Highway Panel requests for pedestrian and road safety improvements in 
progress, in response to concerns raised by residents (Appendix B).  These include a request for a review of safety for 
pedestrians crossing the A414 to access bus stops at Danbury Palace Drive and a review of the safety of the 
pedestrian crossings on the A414 adjacent to Danbury Park School and at Well Lane (Appendix B1). There is also a 
request made by the County Councillor for a Route Based Strategy including all modes of transport. The A414 
through the centre of Danbury is also constrained due to its undulating and winding nature resulting in slow-moving 
vehicles which would be worsened when combined with additional development freight and worker vehicles. There 
are two pinch points at Well Lane and Eves Corner. 

Traffic volumes will be further increased by planned housing growth at Maldon (minimum 4,410 homes up to the 
year 2029), Woodham Ferrers (1000 homes) and Danbury (100 homes).  Whilst part time traffic lights were installed 
at Eves Corner to improve traffic flow in anticipation of increased traffic accessing the new housing developments, it 
was accepted that this would not improve traffic flows to pre-development levels and that queuing would still be 
experienced (please see documents in Appendices C and C1). Proposed junction improvements at Well Lane were 
never realised. Congestion and queuing are currently experienced despite the Maldon developments not yet being 
completed. Please see extract from Appendix C1 below: 

• ‘When considering all indicators equally, the Essex County Council modelling indicates that both Eves Corner 
and Well Lane Junctions along the A414 are likely to be operating above their capacity at peak times  

 

• When considering all indicators equally, the traffic impacts associated with Maldon’s strategic growth sites 
at Eves Corner and Well Lane junctions are anticipated to be clearly higher than the 2026 background 
traffic situation  

 

• The traffic expected to be generated by the LDP strategic residential development sites by 2026 could not 
be accommodated at the Eves Corner and Well Lane junctions in their current form, therefore mitigations 
will be required.  
 

• CCC remains seriously concerned that the increased traffic along the A414 using Eves Corner would result in 
significant peak congestion at this key pinch point at 2026 with developments in place. Longer-term 
improvements to ease traffic along the A414 corridor will be necessary and in this respect it is helpful that 
funding to enhance the A12 has been identified by the Government ‘ 
 

The increase in traffic volume and congestion will result in increased travel times including increased waiting times 
to access the A414 from driveways and junctions. As the A414 is narrow cyclists, delivery vehicles and refuse lorries 
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cause tailbacks when stopping which will be exacerbated with an increase in HGVs. There will also be an increased 
safety risk to pedestrians and cyclists using this route. 

There will also be a substantial loss of rural tranquillity along with significant impact of additional vibration on the 
numerous historic and listed buildings and existing dwellings - please see the map overleaf (properties listed 
in Appendix D).  A resident recently wrote in response to a planning application to extend the life of the quarries at 
either end of the village that heavy goods vehicles were “causing vibration leading to structural damage to buildings 
adjacent to the A414 many of which are listed.” 

As there is an Air Quality Management Area (AQMA) between Eves Corner and Butts Lane, residents are concerned 
about increasing pollution.  The projected number of HGV movements will cause an increase in air pollution 
throughout Danbury along the A414 impacting on the health of residents and visitors. There are two primary schools 
and a nursery on the A414 with playgrounds adjacent to the road - including freeflow early years facilities where 
children spend much of the school day outside.  There is also a play area and outside sporting facilities adjacent to 
the road at the Dawson Memorial Field.   

Consideration must be given to the increased wear and tear on the road surface which already suffers from a 
substantial number of pot-holes. 

Increased traffic and the resulting congestion will affect the ability of residents to sell their property and will impact 
negatively on house prices. Business will experience increased difficulty in maintaining operational efficiency due to 
wait times and access to their premises. 

The positive and negative impacts  

Positive Impacts - as detailed above there are no positive impacts for Danbury if the A414 is used as a route for HGVs 
during the early construction phrase 
 
Negative impacts - as detailed above the negative impacts on Danbury are: 

• Increased noise pollution 
• Increased congestion 
• Increased air pollution and risks to health 
• Increased risk of accidents 
• Detrimental affect on property prices 

Evidence Base 

Appendix A: 2018 A414 Maldon Road Danbury Air Quality Management Area Report (Chelmsford City Council.) 

Appendix B:  Local Highways Panel Requests 

Appendix B1: Letters from Residents relating to Local Highways Panel Requests 

Appendix C: Maldon Additional Traffic Survey on behalf of Chelmsford City Council 

Appendix C1:  Essex County Council and Chelmsford City Council Position Statement - Traffic A414 

Appendix D: List of Businesses, and Heritage and Environmental Assets along the A414. 

Appendix E: Correspondence from residents relating to the consultation 
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The maps below shows the location of numerous amenities and facilities located along the A414 between The Griffin and Belvedere Road and Danbury Country Park and 
The Griffin respectively  (listed in Appendix D) 

 

 

 

© Contains Ordnance Survey Data: Crown copyright and database right 2020. © Crown copyright and database right.  All rights reserved (01 00017833) 2020 
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Map Legends. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 8 

Improvements or Mitigations to the Scheme 

Danbury Parish Council considers that the following improvements or mitigations should be considered: 

1. Do not send HGV traffic through Danbury but use alternative routes such as A12/A130/A132 

2. Create a Bypass from Heybridge Approaches Maldon across country bypassing the villages of Ulting, Hatfield 
Peveral and Langford to a dedicated junction onto the  A12 – this bypass to then become the A414.  This would 
potentially facilitate a park and ride and HGV waiting area along the bypass 

3. Road infrastructure improvements are completed along the strategic routes before works commence 

4. The Park and Ride at Maldon is extended for long term use of Maldon residents linking to Sandon Park and Ride 

5. Funding is made available for road repairs 

6. Off road cycle paths and walkable verge created to the A12 Sandon Park and Ride from Danbury 

7. Funding for measures any organisations may need to make to limit the disturbances caused by the excess traffic 
- ie moving facilities away from road side  

8. Funding for other activities/clubs that would be adversely affected by increased pollution. 

9. Funding for A414 Route based strategy review and additional pedestrians crossings. 

10. Contribution to the costs of the current Local Highways Panel requests that Danbury parish Council have 
submitted to Essex County Council - see Appendix B 
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3. Impact of Park and Ride during whole Construction Period 

Danbury Parish Council strongly objects to any proposals involving increased traffic on the A414 

The A414 through Danbury is the most direct route between Chelmsford and the A12 and Maldon and the Dengie 
Peninsula. At peak times the traffic volumes cause congestion and long traffic queues. There is an Air Quality 
Management Area along the A414 between Eves Corner and Butts Lane caused by queuing traffic, the canyoning 
effect of buildings close to the road and the prevailing wind direction (Appendix A).   

Traffic volumes, speeds and pedestrian safety are an ongoing concern for residents. In response to the Village’s first 
Neighbourhood Plan Questionnaire, the A414 was the issue of most concern to residents with 80% of respondents 
stating that it was the thing that they most disliked about Danbury and 82% that the biggest traffic problems were 
along the A414.  With increasing traffic volumes, residents are concerned about rat-running along the narrow, 
country lanes. 

The A414 cuts the village in two and there are just 5 crossing points along its 2.5mile length between St Clere’s Hall 
and Runsell Lane. There are also a number of bus stops (mostly without lay-bys) along this route where there is no 
adjacent pedestrian crossing. 

The Parish Council has a number of Local Highway Panel requests for pedestrian and road safety improvements in 
progress, in response to concerns raised by residents (Appendix B).  These include a request for a review of safety for 
pedestrians crossing the A414 to access bus stops at Danbury Palace Drive and a review of the safety of the 
pedestrian crossings on the A414 adjacent to Danbury Park School and at Well Lane (Appendix B1). There is also a 
request made by the County Councillor for a Route Based Strategy including all modes of transport. The A414 
through the centre of Danbury is also constrained due to its undulating and winding nature resulting in slow-moving 
vehicles which would be worsened in combination with additional development freight and worker vehicles. There 
are two pinch points at Well Lane and Eves Corner. 

Traffic volumes will be further increased by planned housing growth at Maldon and in Danbury.  Whilst part time 
traffic lights were installed at Eves Corner to improve traffic flow in anticipation of increased traffic accessing the 
new housing developments, it was accepted that this would not improve traffic flows to pre-development levels and 
that congestion would still be experienced (please see documents in Appendices C and C1). Proposed junction 
improvements at Well Lane were never realised. Congestion and queuing are currently experienced despite the 
Maldon developments not yet being completed.  Please see extract from pages 8 and 9 of Appendix C1 (Maldon LDP 
Examiniation in Public.  A414 Danbury Statement between Essex Highways and Chelmsford City Council) below: 

• ‘When considering all indicators equally, the Essex County Council modelling indicates that both Eves Corner 
and Well Lane Junctions along the A414 are likely to be operating above their capacity at peak times  

 

• When considering all indicators equally, the traffic impacts associated with Maldon’s strategic growth sites 
at Eves Corner and Well Lane junctions are anticipated to be clearly higher than the 2026 background 
traffic situation  

 

• The traffic expected to be generated by the LDP strategic residential development sites by 2026 could not 
be accommodated at the Eves Corner and Well Lane junctions in their current form, therefore mitigations 
will be required.  

 
• CCC remains seriously concerned that the increased traffic along the A414 using Eves Corner would result in 

significant peak congestion at this key pinch point at 2026 with developments in place. Longer-term 
improvements to ease traffic along the A414 corridor will be necessary and in this respect it is helpful that 
funding to enhance the A12 has been identified by the Government ‘ 

The increase in traffic volume and congestion will result in increased travel times including increased waiting times 
to access the A414 from driveways and junctions. As the A414 is narrow, delivery vehicles and refuse lorries cause 
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tailbacks when stopping at present which will be exacerbated with an increase in commuter traffic.  There will be 
additional buses using the route from the Park and Ride and there has been no clarification of the proposed timing 
and number of these buses through Danbury which will coincide with the start and end time of shifts working.  This 
will lead to an increase in traffic particularly during the already congested rush hour.   

There will also be a substantial loss of rural tranquillity along with significant impact of additional vibration on the 
numerous historic and listed buildings and existing dwellings - please see the map overleaf (properties listed 
in  Appendix D).  A resident recently wrote in response to a planning application to extend the life of the quarries at 
either end of the village that heavy goods vehicles were “causing vibration leading to structural damage to buildings 
adjacent to the A414 many of which are listed.” 

As there is already an Air Quality Management Area (AQMA) between Eves Corner and Butts Lane, residents are 
particularly concerned about increasing pollution.  The anticipated amount of commuter traffic will cause an 
increase in air pollution throughout Danbury along the A414 impacting on the health of residents and visitors. There 
are two primary schools and a nursery on the A414 with playgrounds adjacent to the road - including freeflow early 
years facilities where children spend much of the school day outside.  There is also a play area and outside sporting 
facilities adjacent to the road at the Dawson Memorial Field.   

Consideration must also be given to the increased wear and tear on the road surface which already suffers from a 
substantial number of pot-holes. 

Increased traffic and the resulting congestion will affect the ability of residents to sell their property and will impact 
negatively on house prices. Business will experience increased difficulty in maintaining operational efficiency due to 
wait times and access to their premises. 

The positive and negative impacts  

Positive Impacts - as detailed above there are no positive impacts for Danbury if the A414 is used as a route for 
access to Bradwell B Power Station. 
 
Negative impacts - as detailed above the negative impacts on Danbury are: 

• Increased noise pollution 
• Increased congestion 
• Increased air pollution and risks to health 
• Increased risk of accidents 
• Detrimental affect on property prices 
• Increase risk of rat runs being created 

Evidence Base 

Appendix A: 2018 A414 Maldon Road Danbury Air Quality Management Area Report (Chelmsford City Council.) 

Appendix B:  Local Highways Panel Requests 

Appendix B1: Letters from Residents relating to Local Highways Panel Requests 

Appendix C: Maldon Additional Traffic Survey on behalf of Chelmsford City Council 

Appendix C1:  Essex County Council and Chelmsford City Council Position Statement - Traffic A414 

Appendix D: List of Businesses, and Heritage and Environmental Assets along the A414. 

Appendix E: Correspondence from residents relating to the consultation 
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The maps below shows the location of numerous amenities and facilities located along the A414 between The Griffin and Belvedere Road and Danbury Country Park and 
The Griffin respectively  (listed in Appendix D) 

 

 

 

© Contains Ordnance Survey Data: Crown copyright and database right 2020. © Crown copyright and database right.  All rights reserved (01 00017833) 2020 

 

 



 

 12 

Map Legends. 
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Improvements to the Scheme or mitigations 

Danbury Parish Council considers that the following improvements or mitigations be considered: 

1. Do not encourage commuter traffic through Danbury but use alternative routes such as A12/A130/A132 

2. Create a Bypass from Heybridge Approaches Maldon across country bypassing the villages of Ulting, Hatfield 
Peveral and Langford to a dedicated junction onto the  A12 – this bypass to then become the A414.  This would 
potentially facilitate a park and ride and HGV waiting area along the bypass 

3. Road infrastructure improvements and works are completed along the strategic routes before any works 
commence 

4. The Park and Ride at Maldon is extended for the long term use of Maldon residents linking to Sandon Park and 
Ride 

5. Funding is made available for road repairs 

6. Off road cycle paths and walkable verge created to the A12 Sandon Park and Ride from Danbury 

7. Funding for measures any organisations may need to make to limit the disturbances caused by the excess traffic 
- ie moving facilities away from road side  

8. Funding for other activities/clubs that would be adversely affected by increased pollution. 

9. Funding for A414 Route based strategy review and additional pedestrians crossings. 

10. Contribution to the costs of the current Local Highways Panel requests that Danbury Parish Council have 
submitted to Essex County Council - see Appendix B 

11. Park and Ride Buses must be electric 

  

  



 

 14 

4. Impact on Employment and Educational Opportunities during 

construction and life time of Bradwell B 

Danbury Parish Council strongly objects to any proposals involving increased traffic on the A414 

Local young people and adults should have an opportunity to take part in training and apprenticeships to gain 

employment.  Danbury has areas of deprivation which could benefit if job and career opportunities were made 

available locally. 

Local businesses should be given the opportunity to secure contracts for the provision of labour or services during 

the construction period. 

Educational programmes would be of benefit to local schools, colleges and universities. 
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5. Cumulative Impact on Danbury 

Based on our responses above we do not consider the A414 to be a suitable route for either early years construction 
or any longer term commuter use (potentially 12 years) for construction workers. 

Danbury Parish Council strongly objects to any proposals involving increased traffic on the A414 
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6. Improvements or Mitigations to the whole Scheme.  

Danbury Parish Council considers that the following improvements or mitigations be considered: 

1. Create a Bypass from Heybridge Approaches Maldon across country bypassing the villages of Ulting, Hatfield 
Peveral and Langford to a dedicated junction onto the  A12 – this bypass to then become the A414.  This would 
potentially facilitate a park and ride and HGV waiting area along the bypass 

2. Road infrastructure improvements and works are completed along the strategic routes before any works 
commence 

3. The Park and Ride at Maldon is extended for the long term use of Maldon residents linking to Sandon Park and 
Ride 

4. Funding is made available for road repairs 

5. Off road cycle paths and walkable verge created to the A12 Sandon Park and Ride from Danbury 

6. Funding for measures any organisations may need to make to limit the disturbances caused by the excess traffic 
- ie moving facilities away from road side  

7. Funding for other activities/clubs that would be adversely affected by increased pollution. 

8. Funding for A414 Route based strategy review and additional pedestrians crossings. 

9. Contribution to the costs of the current Local Highways Panel requests that Danbury parish Council have 
submitted to Essex County Council – Appendix B 

10. Opportunities for education and employment would be improved through the provision of training to provide 
residents with the necessary skills. 

11. Work could be undertaken with local schools and colleges/universities 
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7. Concerns relating to Consultation Process 

Danbury Parish Council has significant concerns over the lack of detail, information and published evidence base 
provided to support the development proposals, in particular the absence of traffic modelling and a sufficiently 
developed transport strategy.   

We share the concerns of Chelmsford City Council that the Coronavirus pandemic has led to the cancellation of 
planned consultation events including public exhibitions which will have limited the opportunity for residents to 
participate effectively. 

 

 


