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DANBURY PARISH COUNCIL
COUNCILLORS
Stuart Berlyn
13 Hopping Jacks Lane
Danbury CM3 4PN
01245 225883
stuart.berlyn@danbury-essex.gov.uk

Chairman of
Parish Council

Mike Wood
49 Hopping Jacks Lane
Danbury CM3 4PJ
01245 222839
mike.wood@danbury-essex.gov.uk

Vice-Chairman of
Parish Council

Ex-Oﬃcio member
of all committees

Max Telling
Colne Lodge, 42 Peartree Lane
Danbury CM3 4LS
01245 226037
max.telling@danbury-essex.gov.uk

Chairman of
Planning,
Member of
Facilities

John omson
3 Hyde Lane
Danbury CM3 4QX
01245 222935
john.thomson@danbury-essex.gov.uk

Member of
Environment
and Planning

Ex-Oﬃcio member
of all committees

Arthur Allen
New Rectory Farm, Southview Road
Danbury CM3 4DX
01245 224707
arthur.allen@danbury-essex.gov.uk

Vice-Chairman
of Planning,
Member of Facilities
and Environment

Dave Bolwell
3 Mildmays
Danbury CM3 4DP
01245 223591
dave.bolwell@danbury-essex.gov.uk

Member of
Environment
and Planning

April Chapman
6 Southview Road
Danbury CM3 4DX
01245 224791
april.chapman@danbury-essex.gov.uk

Vice-Chairman
of Environment,
Member of
Planning

Chris Jacobs
1 Millﬁelds
Danbury CM3 4LE
01245222162
chris.jacobs@danbury-essex.gov.uk

ADDITIONAL MEMBERS
John Alexander

Planning

John Bowen
Danbury Society

Environment

Paul Walton
Danbury Society

Planning

PARISH COUNCIL STAFF
Margaret Saunders

Parish Clerk

Maria Dyer

Assistant Clerk

Sarah-Jane Court
14 e Avenue
Danbury CM3 4QN
01245 227604
sarahjane.court@danbury-essex.gov.uk

Vice-Chairman
of Facilities

Hannah Mayes

Assistant Clerk

Alan Keeler
Hazelbank, Fitzwalter Lane
Danbury CM3 4DZ
01245 222329
alan.keeler@danbury-essex.gov.uk

Chairman of
Environment,
Member of
Planning and
Resources

Robin Dickens

Groundsman

Brian Kennewell
82 Maldon Road
Danbury CM3 4QW
01245 226476
brian.kennewell@danbury-essex.gov.uk

Chairman of
Resources,
Member of
Facilities

Arthur Pemberton
21 Barley Mead
Danbury CM3 4RP
01245 224343
arthur.pemberton@danbury-essex.gov.uk

Chairman of
Facilities, Member
of Resources

Bill Scaife
3 Simmonds Way
Danbury CM3 4PT
01245 226119
bill.scaife@danbury-essex.gov.uk

Vice-Chairman
of Resources,
Member of
Facilities and
Environment

Tel: 01245 225111
Fax: 01245 226798

John Scott
21 Mildmays
Danbury CM3 4DP
01245 222673
john.scott@danbury-essex.gov.uk

Member of
Resources and
Planning

E-mail:
parish.council@danbury-essex.gov.uk

www.danbury-essex.gov.uk

NORMAL PARISH OFFICE
OPENING TIMES

Monday to Friday
9.15 am to 1 pm.
e Old School House, Main Road,
Danbury, Essex CM3 4NQ
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CHAIRMAN’S COMMENTS
ANNUAL PARISH MEETING
is year the Annual Parish Meeting was held in March
with a speaker from Essex County Council, who spoke
to us about building community spirit and services. It was
good to hear him say that he thought Danbury was well
represented by a large number of such groups, supported
by many volunteers – thanks to all of you for your eﬀorts.
ank you for the excellent turnout by representatives of
many village organisations, only a relatively small number
of residents attended. I can only assume that the majority
of villagers are satisﬁed with how your council is
performing and the facilities it provides.

councillors and staﬀ (old and new) plus a small number of
other contacts to a light refreshments lunch. Husband
Graham also attended. A number of gifts were presented to
Liz and we wish both her and Graham a long, healthy and
rewarding retirement, well earned and deserved.

WELCOME
We welcome two new additions to the Danbury Parish
Council team. Parish Councillor Chris Jacobs joined us at
our May Council meeting and Hannah Mayes joins the
oﬃce team following the retirement of Elisabeth Blyth.

4 X 4 UPDATE

Residents asked a number of questions and the only one
we were unable to answer was, ”What are the current
traﬃc movements on the A414?” Subsequently we have
requested and received the latest available data which will
go the Parish Council’s Environment Committee in June
for consideration and, where appropriate, action. e data
will be published following the meeting as part of the
minutes and will be found on the council’s website, and
also in the autumn issue of your Danbury Times.

Some time ago as part of the council’s emergency planning
process we asked owners of 4 x 4s to let us know if they were
willing to respond to large, unusual or major incidents. A
conﬁdential register would be kept in the oﬃce.

ELISABETH BLYTH

THANKS

As we are shortly to commence a review of our emergency
plan, we would appreciate it if any residents with 4 x 4s
who were prepared to assist in such circumstances, would
notify the Parish Clerk, whose contact details can be
found on page 2.

During the evening a presentation
was made on behalf of the council
to retiring Assistant Clerk Elisabeth
Blyth, following some 12 years of
service to the village.

As is usual my thanks to all concerned with the parish
council, Councillors, staﬀ, co-opted members of
committees, distributors of this newsletter, litter pickers
around the village and all who have helped and supported
the council and the residents of Danbury.

Liz retired from the council at the end
of May and during that week invited

Stuart Berlyn
Chairman

A NEW COUNCILLOR
Chris Jacobs
Danbury and the surrounding countryside
is a wonderful area to live and I am fortunate
to have resided here for most of the last 30
years. My children, now grown up, attended
local schools and enjoyed some of the many
local clubs on oﬀer. I am a retired Deputy
Head Teacher, keen gardener and enjoy
pastel drawing. As a member of the Parish
Council I hope to help maintain the special
atmosphere of this large, rural village.
www.danbury-essex.gov.uk

A NEW ASSISTANT CLERK
Hannah Mayes
I joined Danbury Parish Council on 1st May 2012 and will be taking over
from Elisabeth Blyth as Assistant Clerk. I will be responsible for the
Planning & Environment Committees. I have previous experience working
in local government in Harlow and Maldon, mainly in the housing sector,
and I am particularly looking forward to learning more about planning
issues and processes.
In my spare time, I enjoy Zumba classes and I have also recently completed
an evening class qualiﬁcation in book-keeping. I am enjoying my role as
an Assistant Clerk and my colleagues have made me feel very welcome. I
am looking forward to developing my role in the future and getting to know
the community of Danbury.
3
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OUTDOOR ADVERTISING SIGNS
ere are various sites in Danbury which are used for the
display of notices. Some are in the village Conservation
Area, demanding great care when formulating their
appearance, size and siting. e assumption could well
be that as there were signs at a particular location in the
past, any sign can be erected.
However, fundamental to any legitimate display is:
1) the permission of the landowner must have been
sought and given;
2) the display must adhere to the prescribed size
constraints for both overall dimensions and the
lettering on it;
3) the display must keep to the allowed
timeframes.
Recently Essex County Council (ECC) Highways
Department followed up a complaint from a member of
the public about the size, eﬀect on sight lines at a busy
crossroads, and visual impact of signs which had been
erected on ECC land at the Mayes Lane/ Eves Corner
junction. It removed three signs and also removed other
unauthorised signs from its land in the area.

Following concerns expressed to the Parish Council letters
had been sent to organisations which from time to time
erect temporary advertising signs for events in and around
Danbury. Enclosed were copies of the current guidelines
which Chelmsford City Council enforces. e Parish
Council cannot give permission for signs on verges,
because these belong to the ECC; nor can the Parish
Council directly remove such signs.
ere is guidance on the conditions relating to outdoor
signs at www.communities.gov.uk/documents/planning
andbuilding/pdf/326679.pdf
For instance, page 5 has standard conditions on issues such
as safety; page 16 is about advertisements for local
charitable, not commercial, events; page 28 concerns
eﬀects on drivers’ attention.
Application forms are available from the Chelmsford
Planning Department, or from the Planning Portal at www.
planningportal.gov.uk. If in doubt, do ask. Danbury is still a
pleasant, tidy, rural village. It would be such a pity if
uncontrolled advertisements increase in number and size in
such a way as to spoil it for those who love to live here.

WOULD YOU LIKE TO BE INVOLVED IN YOUR
LOCAL COMMUNITY? OR ARE YOU OUT OF WORK?
An Employment and Volunteering Drop- in Session will be held on
Wednesday 18th July 2012, 10am -11.30am at the
Bumblebee Children’s Centre, Main Road, Danbury.
Volunteering is the perfect vehicle to support you in developing your skills
and/or help you get back into employment. Even if you are not looking for employment,
volunteering has a meaningful, positive impact on your community.
e drop in will be supported by the local Adult Education Family Learning department
who will be able to oﬀer information, advice and guidance on returning to education or work.
For more information please contact
Paula Burns on 01245 224967 / 07584 023537
Email paula.burns@4children.org.uk
www.danbury-essex.gov.uk
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DANBURY’S DIAMOND JUBILEE BEACON
At 10.15pm on June 4th Danbury’s beacon
was lit, joining over 4000 world-wide. The
weather was perfectly clear- no rain and
no wind!

Anthem, and the Danbury Bell Ringers
rang a peal from the tower of St. John
Baptist. It was a very satisfying village
occasion.

Nearly 400 people of all ages gathered
around the barriers. Some had come for a
“Bring and Share” beforehand in the Sports
and Social Centre which opened specially
for the event, and they watched part of the
Jubilee Concert on TV, before walking
round to join those who had gone directly
to the beacon site.

e Beacon Planning Group would like to
thank Brooks Brothers for donating most
of the wood for the ﬁre; Stephen Holland
for the posters; Clive Pretty for using his
vehicle to pull the cherry picker up to and
down from the beacon on Monday
morning; Margaret and Stuart Axon for
helping to decorate the Dawson Suite; the
council staﬀ for their help; Catherine
Chapman for assisting in ﬁlling the beacon
and, with Luana Sheridan, helping during
the evening. Special thanks must go to
Graham Chapman who lit the ﬂame, and
without whose lengthy planning and sheer
physical hard labour the event could not
have happened.

Precisely on time, after a ten second
countdown, the long torch lit the fuel in the
basket and ﬂames soon roared up in a
pyramid 15 feet above the top of the
beacon. It was lovely to see the over-awed
faces of the children watching, lit in the
orange glow, with some little boys trying to
catch sparks which ﬂoated down, but which
were out of reach inside the barriers. e
spectators sang an impromptu National

Caroline Lambert,
Cllr Dave Bolwell
Cllr April Chapman

DO I NEED PLANNING PERMISSION?
e UK Government has set up a Planning Portal web site oﬀering informal guides on planning and building
regulations concerning Permitted Development Legislation for a range of options:
a) Projects

extensions
loft conversions
porches
conservatories
outbuildings
antennas
working from home

b) Types of building

detached houses
terraced houses
bungalows
listed buildings

c) Diﬀerent types of area:

conservation areas
areas of outstanding natural beauty.

www.danbury-essex.gov.uk

Access is via the website
www.planningportal.gov.uk
`Follow the link to
‘Do you need permission?’
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CLERK’S CORNER
LITTER PICK

George Hale,
one of the scouts working
towards his Community Award

On Saturday 21st April, 2012,
the Parish Council held its
Annual Litter Pick which
unfortunately, this year, was not
well attended. ose who came
were extremely enthusiastic,
collecting several bags of
rubbish.
Two
scouts
completing their Community
Award joined in and this was
acknowledged by awarding
certiﬁcates to them.

Twenty four residents regularly pick up litter within their
local area, which enhances the Parish of Danbury. If
anyone would like a litter picker tool, PLEASE
CONTACT THE PARISH OFFICE.

DANBURY PARK LAKES
On an extremely hot day in May, the Chairman of the
Environment Committee, Cllr Keeler, and the Clerk,
Margaret Saunders, went to meet the judges attending
the Park for the Green Flag Award. Danbury Park
Forum consists of Essex County Council and the Parish
Council and plans for the park are regularly discussed.
We await the judges’ decision.
Many interesting and varied initiatives are proposed by
the Rangers which help to generate an appreciation of

the ﬂora and fauna of the park. One example is plans to
refurbish the formal garden and return it to its former
state. is will involve volunteers and begin when the
boundary wall is made safe. Other activities include clubs
to enable young people to participate in outdoor activities,
promoting an awareness of the natural world.
e Rangers were extremely pleased to show everyone
the camera bird box, sponsored by Danbury Parish
Council. ere are four diﬀerent locations, and a monitor
on which visitors will be able to view the nests is installed
in the Rangers’ hut. At the time of viewing there was a
blue tit on the nest although the Rangers thought it was
too young to produce eggs.

FOOTPATH 8
(NEW ENTRANCE NEAR DANBURY PARK SCHOOL)

e entrance/exit to the
footpath
has
been
relocated so that it would
not come out directly
onto the A414.Towards
the end of March, during
a very dry spell, volunteers
from the village including
Parish Councillors, planted screening along the edge of
Danbury Park School. Soon after the rain was constant and
the hedge has now taken well. is activity was sponsored
by Essex County Council.
Margaret Saunders
Clerk to Danbury Parish Council

30 YEARS OF TWINNING WITH ALTENGLAN
On May 26th members of
Danbury Twinning celebrated
the 30th anniversary of our
twinning with Altenglan in
Germany, It was a gloriously
sunny day 30 years ago as we all
met at Eves Corner to sign the
agreements of friendship, peace
and understanding. It was once
again a beautiful day as we reenacted that signing ceremony. Our German visitors
www.danbury-essex.gov.uk

were welcomed by our Mayor of Chelmsford, Cllr
Christopher Kingsley, and by Cllr Stuart Berlyn,
Chairman of Danbury Parish Council, and David
Whiteing, Chairman of Danbury Twinning.
Responses came from Mareike Zimmer, Deputy
Ortsbürgermeister of Altenglan, and Ilka Müller,
chairman of Altenglan Twinning.e agreements, one
in German, and the other in English, were then signed.
I was there 30 years ago, as were several others. When
I arrived in Danbury with a French wife there were
6
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approaches to ﬁnd a French twin town, but through a
Parish Councillor, Jo Koegel, and her husband John,
who had family connections with Altenglan, the
German link came ﬁrst. 30 years ago town twinning
was becoming very popular. Memories of disastrous
wars caused people to work hard for peace,
understanding and friendship, and twinning was then
an excellent way of achieving these aims. Travel to
Germany and France was exotic and twinning could
do this cheaply. But 30 years have seen many changes.
Peace is now assumed, there are many more exotic
places to visit, and coach companies can now do
Europe as cheaply as we can. e Chairman of
Altenglan, Ilka Müller, told me that when she ﬁrst
came to England everything was so diﬀerent from
home, but now everything is the same - shops, foods,
entertainment, way of living; the only diﬀerence is the

language, and I had to add that nowadays most of our
German visitors seem to have an excellent command
of English. At the start the Parish Council asked for
a committee to oversee twinning, and it has been an
independent association ever since, raising its own
funds to ﬁnance visits, but with a Parish Councillor
representative on the committee.
Now we have to look to the future. Members have
aged; those wishing to make visits has fallen from
around 70 to just about 15 nowadays. Young people
are not joining, or showing interest. is is our
committee’s next task, and it will also require support
from the Parish.
David Whiteing,
Chairman, Danbury Twinning Association

DANBURY VILLAGE HALL CENTENARY
After three years of planning our
centenary events, the committee could
not have wished for a more successful
weekend! ree days of frantic activity
preparing the displays depicting the
last hundred years of events, many
hours of food preparation and the
exciting arrival of new chairs and
curtains produced what visitors
described as "A fantastic collection of
archive and memorabilia", "A
wonderful weekend of events
deserving much praise for all the hard
work involved", "What a great new
look!", "A great variety show with so
much local talent" and "Marvelous
preview evening, what a superb
buﬀet!" to quote just a few of the
appreciative remarks made. Starting
on Friday night, the preview evening
of invited guests enjoyed a relaxed
time in good company, good food and
plenty of drink!
Over the weekend many came to see
the displays, each covering a ten year
span and attended by the member of
www.danbury-essex.gov.uk

the committee responsible, suitably
dressed for the period- the land girls
were much admired! Old photos
were pored over to ﬁnd relatives and
former school friends, memories
ﬂooding back, helped by the
excellent displays of artifacts from
the relevant time.

Saturday morning saw the arrival of
vintage motorbikes which attracted
many enthusiasts; there was also a
coﬀee morning, raﬄe and bric-abrac stalls. By late afternoon the new
chairs were set out ready for the
Variety Night, and what a treat we
were in for! After a speech by Lord

Petre of recognition for the
exhibition, and gratitude to those
whose vision established it, the
concert began. It was a great mix of
Music Hall, folk, comedy, drama,
magic and dance; the packed
audience loved every minute!
Sunday saw our displays still being
enjoyed right up to the time
Chelmsford Silver Band arrived to
play for "Songs of Praise". It was a
grand performance with enthusiastic
singing from the large audience. e
weekend of celebration was brought
to an appropriate end by Simon
Medcroft, Pastor of Danbury
Mission, who closed the concert with
prayers and a benediction. All were
able to enjoy tea and cakes
afterwards with much talk of the
weekend's
events
and
our
commemoration of our Village
Hall's Centenary.
Caroline Lambert
DVH Committee
7
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DATES OF
MEETINGS
2012
JULY
Wed 18th 8pm
Resources
Wed 25th 7.45pm Parish Council
Mon 30th 8pm
Planning
AUGUST
Council in recession
SEPTEMBER
Mon 3rd
Wed 5th
Wed 12th
Wed 19th
Wed 26th

8pm
8pm
8pm
8pm
7.45pm

Planning
Environment
Facilities
Resources
Parish Council

8pm
8pm
8pm
8pm

Planning
Environment
Planning
Resources

OCTOBER
Mon 1st
Wed 17th
Mon 22nd
Wed 31st

NOVEMBER
Tue 6th
Wed 14th
Mon 19th
Wed 21st
Wed 28th

8pm

Facilities
(budget)
8pm
Facilities
8pm
Planning
8pm
Resources
7.45pm Parish Council

DECEMBER
Wed 5th
Tue 11th
Wed 12th
Mon 17th

8pm
8pm
8pm
8pm

Environment
Resources
Carols (tbc)
Planning

THANK YOU
DANBURY…
in raising funds 2011-2012 for:
Farleigh Hospice £10,701
And with Bicknacre for…
Christian Aid Week £ 8,600
www.danbury-essex.gov.uk

PLAY IN THE PARK
is summer these sessions will be held on the Dawson Memorial Field on:
Wed 1st August
10am to 12 noon 0-11 year olds
(sports, games and free play)

Wed 8th August
1.30 to 3.30pm 0-11 year olds
(plus cycling)

Children under 6 must be accompanied by an adult who will
support the child’s participation. Children under 8 must be dropped
oﬀ and picked up by an adult.
Wed 16th August
Children must register at the start of
each session, which are supervised by
1.30 to 3.30pm 12 to 16 year olds
experienced staﬀ who have been
(plus Parkour/Free Running
CRB checked.
with Team Kinetix)
All sessions free.
Please ensure your child wears suitable clothing for playing games,
that they bring a drink, and that they are prepared for any weather.
More details via Parish Council website – Village Diary.
Danbury Parish Council is running these activities in conjunction with
Chelmsford City Council.

FUEL COST SAVINGS
e Citizens’ Advice Bureau is publicising
one of several schemes to negotiate better
deals on fuel oil purchase.
If people in a street or larger area get
together, one volunteer co-ordinator is
needed to spend a short time every few
months phoning the group to list who
wants a delivery of oil. e co-ordinator
then lets the oil provider know and money
can be saved because the company will have
fewer and shorter delivery rounds.
A group of 20 households is recommended
for noticeable savings – 10% is reported. If
you want to ﬁnd out more, go to
www.citizensadvice.org.uk/oilclubs.

DANBURY SPORTS & SOCIAL CENTRE
Saturdays between Aug & Nov:
4th Aug - Farmers’ Market and
Parish Council Surgery
1st Sep Farmers’ Market and
Parish Council Surgery
8th Sep - Ballroom Practice Night
29th Sep - Michael Buble/Robbie
Williams Tribute Show
6th Oct - Farmers’ Market and
Parish Council Surgery
13th Oct - Ballroom Practice Night
3rd Nov - Farmers’ Market and
Parish Council Surgery
40s Night
10th Nov - Christmas Craft Fair
17th Nov - Rolling Clones Show
For more details T: 01245 224515
www.danburysportscentre.co.uk

8

