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DANBURY
SPRING 2012

TIMES

Danbury Hill from the South

ANNUAL PARISH MEETING
All Danbury residents
are invited to attend on Monday March 26th
at the Danbury Sports and Social Centre
Tea, coﬀee and biscuits available from 7.15pm.
ere will be displays by village clubs and organisations.
Meeting begins at 8pm.
Introduction from the Chairman, Stuart Berlyn.
Guest Speaker: Gary Raynor ( ECC) on
“Working Together as a Community”

www.danbury-essex.gov.uk
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DANBURY PARISH COUNCIL
COUNCILLORS
Stuart Berlyn
13 Hopping Jacks Lane
Danbury CM3 4PN
01245 225883
stuart.berlyn@danbury-essex.gov.uk

Chairman of
Parish Council

Mike Wood
49 Hopping Jacks Lane
Danbury CM3 4PJ
01245 222839
mike.wood@danbury-essex.gov.uk

Vice-Chairman of
Parish Council

John omson
3 Hyde Lane
Danbury CM3 4QX
01245 222935
john.thomson@danbury-essex.gov.uk

Ex-Oﬃcio member
of all committees

Member of
Environment
and Planning

ADDITIONAL MEMBERS
John Alexander

Planning

Ex-Oﬃcio member
of all committees
John Bowen
Danbury Society

Environment

Paul Walton
Danbury Society

Planning

Arthur Allen
New Rectory Farm, Southview Road
Danbury CM3 4DX
01245 224707
arthur.allen@danbury-essex.gov.uk

Vice-Chairman
of Planning,
Member of Facilities

Dave Bolwell
3 Mildmays
Danbury CM3 4DP
01245 223591
dave.bolwell@danbury-essex.gov.uk

Member of
Environment
and Planning

April Chapman
6 Southview Road
Danbury CM3 4DX
01245 224791
april.chapman@danbury-essex.gov.uk

Vice-Chairman
of Environment,
Member of
Planning

Sarah-Jane Court
14 e Avenue
Danbury CM3 4QN
01245 227604
sarahjane.court@danbury-essex.gov.uk

Vice-Chairman
of Facilities,
Member of
Environment

Alan Keeler
Hazelbank, Fitzwalter Lane
Danbury CM3 4DZ
01245 222329
alan.keeler@danbury-essex.gov.uk

Chairman of
Environment,
Member of
Planning

Brian Kennewell
82 Maldon Road
Danbury CM3 4QW
01245 226476
brian.kennewell@danbury-essex.gov.uk

Chairman of
Resources,
Member of
Facilities

Arthur Pemberton
21 Barley Mead
Danbury CM3 4RP
01245 224343
arthur.pemberton@danbury-essex.gov.uk

Chairman of
Facilities, Member
of Environment
and Resources

Bill Scaife
3 Simmonds Way
Danbury CM3 4PT
01245 226119
bill.scaife@danbury-essex.gov.uk

Vice-Chairman
of Resources,
Member of
Facilities

e Old School House
Main Road, Danbury
Essex CM3 4NQ

John Scott
21 Mildmays
Danbury CM3 4DP
01245 222673
john.scott@danbury-essex.gov.uk

Member of
Resources and
Planning

Tel: 01245 225111
Fax: 01245 226798

Max Telling
Colne Lodge, 42 Peartree Lane
Danbury CM3 4LS
01245 226037
max.telling@danbury-essex.gov.uk

Chairman of
Planning,
Member of
Facilities

E-mail:
parish.council@danbury-essex.gov.uk

www.danbury-essex.gov.uk

PARISH COUNCIL STAFF
Margaret Saunders

Parish Clerk

Elisabeth Blyth

Assistant Clerk

Maria Dyer

Assistant Clerk

Robin Dickens

Groundsman

NORMAL PARISH OFFICE
OPENING TIMES

Monday to Friday
9.15 am to 1 pm.
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CHAIRMAN’S ANNUAL REPORT
Welcome to this spring edition of your
Danbury Times, containing the Parish
Council’s Annual Report. I have
deliberately kept my comments brief as
elsewhere in this issue you will ﬁnd
reports from all committee chairmen in
addition to an open invitation to
attend the Annual Parish Meeting
being held at the Sports &
Social Centre.

Danbury Planning Framework

Car Parks

e Danbury Planning Framework
has been adopted by the Borough
Council and becomes supplementary
planning guidance to be taken into
account by residents and developers
when considering planning and/or
development works within the village.

is project is now complete with
both car parks fully resurfaced, with
height and width restrictions to
protect for as long as possible the new
surfaces from coaches, large vans and
HGVs etc.

Tyndales Farm
Parish Office

Annual Parish Meeting
e Parish Council welcomes you to
the Annual Meeting where we try
hard to respond to your questions
and in particular to listen and hear
what it is you are telling us about
your council and your village. Do
please attend and pass on your views.

Retirement

Elisabeth Blyth

At
the
end
of May our
Assistant Clerk
Elisabeth Blyth
will be retiring
from the Council
staﬀ.

Liz has been an extremely valued
member of the staﬀ for some 12
years and will be very much missed
for her loyalty, dedication, common
sense and in particular her
knowledge of the planning process
and of our computers.
Liz - we wish you all the very best
for the future, may you have a long,
happy and healthy retirement. Very
many thanks for all that you have
done for the council, the village and
its residents.
www.danbury-essex.gov.uk

e Parish oﬃce has now moved to its
new facilities in the ‘Old School
House’ next to the library making us
more accessible to the village and in
particular to those with mobility
diﬃculties. It has proved very
successful with resident attendances
much higher than at the old oﬃce.
e staﬀ are also much happier with
their new facilities as they are more
secure and better designed with a
separate meeting room, which causes
far less disturbance to their daily work.

Public Toilets
Following our consultation with the
village via the last issue of Danbury
Times, taking into account the very
small number of responses, the very
limited
accurate
ﬁnancial
information available from the
Borough Council, the potential for a
complete refurbishment and the risk
of unknown costs for vandalism,
Council decided not to accept
responsibility for them. Accordingly,
we understand the Borough Council
will be closing them at the end of
March and demolishing them in due
course. We have tried to get them to
agree to keep them on, however they
inform us that funding does not
allow this.

No news is good news – we are still
awaiting the outcome of the latest
consultation on the minerals and
aggregates plans now expected later
in the year.

Councillor Vacancies
At the time of writing, your Council
still needs two additional councillors
– if interested please contact the clerk
whose details you will ﬁnd on page 2.

Special Thanks
As is usual I wish to formally record
my thanks to everyone who has
contributed to village life and to the
work of your council.
In particular I wish to thank the staﬀ,
Margaret our Clerk, Liz & Maria our
Assistant Clerks and Robin our
Groundsman for all their hard work,
dedication and loyalty. Without them
we would not have been able to
achieve all that we have.
anks also go to my elected
colleagues, for their hard work,
patience and dedication to the village
and all who live in it.
Stuart Berlyn
Chairman
3
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FACILITIES COMMITTEE REPORT
The Sports and Social Centre is a major village amenity
and is our biggest single expense. We constantly
monitor its condition, undertake repairs and
preventative maintenance, and in close collaboration
with the Community Association look to upgrade the
building. This year work to the toilets and changing
rooms, the sports hall and the outside fabric have all
been completed.

is now a regular part of parish life. This work is paying
off both in terms of how well the ponds are looking and
in providing a useful habitat for wildlife.

We took the decision this year to commence a phased
upgrade of the much-used children’s play area at the top
of Dawson Memorial Field. This will involve some new
equipment and ‘zoning’ of the area for different age
groups over the next 5 years.
We continue to work with both the Tennis and Bowling
Clubs as they offer further amenities to the village. The
Tennis Club has taken over the premises formerly
occupied by the Parish Office. We aim to undertake
some major improvement work on the bowling green
this year in conjunction with the Bowling Club
members.
The Committee takes the view that it is our
responsibility not to base decisions solely on the
grounds of economic viability. The cricket wicket is an
example of this. It is expensive to maintain and could
never pay its way. We are though constantly looking
for ways to ensure value for money whilst offering a
facility of which both the Cricket Club and our village
can be proud.
This year the British Legion decided to vacate the
building they occupied beside Dawson Memorial Field.
Unfortunately it remains empty despite our attempts to
find a new user. This is partly because there is a
restrictive covenant which means that the building
cannot be used for business purposes. Watch this space.
We are responsible for and value the green spaces in our
village. We have monitored the trees and verges in our
care and have performed the necessary remedial work.
The work on the ponds at Eves Corner and Runsell
Green undertaken by volunteers from The British Trust
for Conservation Volunteers together with parishioners
www.danbury-essex.gov.uk

Pond work November 2011
In the autumn Essex County Council announced their
plans for winter road gritting. The economic climate
has placed severe constraints on their services. They
were able to offer each Parish Council one tonne of road
salt to use as each village thought fit. We took the view
that just getting to our village centre was more than half
the battle! We decided that whilst we would allocate
some salt to key footways, we would also take the
opportunity to see if volunteers could keep known
‘pinch points’ clear by using the grit on those roads.
Hence a pilot scheme to see if we could make a real
difference. Villagers on The Heights, Elm Green and
at the Barley Mead entrance to Hyde Lane have all
taken grit to spread as necessary. We can then consider
whether it would be a good use of your money to expand
the scheme next winter.
Finally, as Chairman of Facilities, I cannot but be aware
of how fortunate we are in Danbury to be the stewards
of an abundance of facilities and amenities. I feel
equally fortunate to be working with Margaret and
Maria in the Parish Office and Robin our groundsman.
They undertake so many responsibilities on our behalf.
They spend many of the hours for which you pay them
looking after the things we value. Consequently we
value them too.
Arthur Pemberton
Chairman of Facilties
4
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PLANNING COMMITTEE REPORT
During the last year the Committee has spent a
considerable amount of time responding to consultations
from Government and from Essex County Council
(ECC) and Chelmsford Borough Council (CBC)
as follows:
1. Draft National Planning Policy Framework, Draft
Local Planning Regulations and Draft
Neighbourhood Planning Regulations;
2. CBC: Site Allocations Development
Plan Document;
3. ECC: Waste Development Document –
Preferred Approach.
4. e Danbury Planning Framework was approved
by CBC as a Supplementary Planning Document
and placed on the Parish Council website during
summer 2011.
I would like to record my thanks to the small groups who
met separately to ﬁnalise the Council’s responses.
anks are also due to our Tree Warden Mrs Pauline
Bowen. We are looking for another volunteer to join
the Chelmsford Borough Council’s tree warden
scheme. If you would like to learn more about this role
please contact the Parish Oﬃce in the ﬁrst instance.

On 16th May 2011 an application was made by Danbury
Medical Centre at Lee House for a Part Change of Use
from D1 (doctors’ surgery) to A1 (retail pharmacy).
Despite objections by residents and the Parish Council
the application was approved at CBC. is is linked to a
separate application by the Medical Centre to the
Primary Care Trust for a licence to operate the pharmacy
for 100 hours per week; this has not yet been determined.
Two Planning Committee meetings considered a
planning application in St Clere’s Way with a site visit
by CBC because of the objections of the Parish Council
and residents. e Committee was pleased that the issues
raised and the policies of the Danbury Planning
Framework had been taken seriously by the CBC
Planning Committee, despite their subsequent approval
of the application.
In the calendar year ending 31st December 2011 the
Planning Committee met on 13 occasions and
considered and commented on 87 applications. Of the
36 on which the Committee raised issues or objections,
6 were refused, one withdrawn, 29 approved by CBC.
Max Telling
Chairman of Planning Committee

ENVIRONMENTAL COMMITTEE REPORT
Over the past year the Environment
Committee has worked hard to
maintain and improve the Village
environment. We have kept a
constant watch on the condition of
the roads and footpaths, helped by
reports from parishioners who have
complained about potholes and other
faults encountered around the village.
ese have been reported to
Highways and there has been some
remedial work done.
We have had successful results from
2 projects that have been ongoing for
www.danbury-essex.gov.uk

Access to the New Path
several years, ﬁrstly the installation of
the bus shelter on the North side of
the Maldon Road (opposite e
Avenue) has been achieved after
many years of lobbying. It ﬁts in well
with the street scene and was much

needed. e second achievement is
the re-alignment of the footpath
opposite Riﬀhams Lane to provide a
safer crossing of the A414. Danbury
Outdoors and Danbury Park School
have agreed to the change of footpath
5
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“Keep Danbury Tidy” posters have
been circulated to locations around the
village to remind people NOT to drop
litter and spoil the look of the village.

route and to the clearing of
vegetation. e new exit to the Main
road is nearer to the bus stop and
pedestrian crossing and will be
controlled by a gate so walkers will
not suddenly arrive at the road edge.

An Oak Tree has been planted in the
lower car park area near the
Groundsman’s
compound
to
commemorate the Queen’s Diamond
Jubilee. is was a gift from
Chelmsford Borough Council and the
planting was supervised by the CBC
Tree Oﬃcer.

Members of the committee are
concerned about the condition of the
roads outside St. Clere’s and Royal
Oak Quarries with mud and stones
being deposited by vehicles leaving
each site, although wheel washing
facilities are supposedly installed. e
situation is monitored and requests
for preventative or remedial action are
made when necessary.

e footpath map has been put on the
website under the “Tourism “ section
and it has also been revised and
reprinted as a paper copy, available
from the Parish Oﬃce.

A proposal by the National Trust to
remove trees from an area of
Lingwood common in a Deforestation
Programme caused some concern. is
was to promote the re-establishment
of lowland heath which is a
disappearing habitat in many areas.
Several councillors attended a site
meeting with the National Trust
Warden who explained what was
proposed. After some discussion it
became clear that the deforestation
would be limited to only a small area.
e work will start in October 2012.
Alan Keeler.
Chairman, Environmental Committee.

RESOURCES (FINANCE) COMMITTEE REPORT
e summary of the Parish Council’s income and
expenditure for the year to 31st March 2011 is set out in
the pie charts below. e major new item of income
shown during this period was the receipt of a Public
Works Board loan of £50,000 towards the cost of the
third phase of the car park improvement work. is work
commenced in March 2011 and the expenditure
associated with this project will be shown in the 20112012 report this time next year.
e larger items of expenditure included some £14,500
on electrical improvements for the Sports and Social
Centre, £8,500 for drainage and maintenance work on
the sports ﬁelds and £7,300 on a new Bank Mower.
OTHER

£653

e precept of £183,000 was held at the same level for
2011-2012 and I am pleased to report that the Parish
Council has agreed to hold the precept at this level for a
third year 2012-2013. Our ability to hold the precept at
this level is due in part to the freeze on public sector
salaries, but also to the excellent work carried out by our
Parish Clerk and her assistants in controlling the day to
day running costs of the council. Since 2011-12 the
expenditure budget has had to accommodate the
repayments on the new loan mentioned in the ﬁrst
paragraph as well as the rental of the new Parish Oﬃce;
so the decision to hold the precept constant for the next
year has involved economies, made more diﬃcult by the
impact of inﬂation.
Brian Kennewell, Chairman of Resources Committee

GENERAL
RESERVE

GENERAL RESERVE

£60,241

ADMINISTRATION

£46,585

PRECEPT

£183,000

EARMARKED

£93,375

£408,965

Expenditure 2010-2011

Income 2010-2011

£82,990

LOAN REPAYMENT

£2,867
PUBLICITY

£4,635
GRANTS &
DONATIONS

£2,600
OTHER £640

£408,965
EARMARKED

RUNNING COSTS

£153,133

£101,859
LOAN
RENTS

£50,000

£35,352

www.danbury-essex.gov.uk
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Clerk’s Corner
As this is the Annual Report for the Parish Council I have been asked to list the achievements of the Parish Council
over the last year since May 2011. It would be impossible to list all the achievements of the Parish Council but this
is a ﬂavour of the projects covered and work undertaken. I will try to cover this in the bullet points below:

Work Completed

Grants Received

• Completion of Stage III Drainage and Car Park Project

• £200 from Danbury Society for the Christmas Lights

• e move of the Parish Oﬃce to the Old School
House which has improved access for residents as
well as staﬀ and members

• £1000 from Danbury Society for the Drainage and
Car Park Project

• Reprint of the Parish Footpaths Map
• Adoption by Chelmsford Borough Council of the
Danbury Development Framework
• Annual Litter Pick
• Fascia boards, soﬃts, guttering and down pipes
refurbished at the Sports and Social Centre

• £15,000 and £8,350 making a total of £23,350 from
the EEC Community Initiative Fund for the
Drainage and Car Park Project
• £9577.80 via Chelmsford Borough Council for the
Drainage and Car Park Project

Awards Received

• Installation of airbricks in the Sports Hall in the
Sports and Social Centre to reduce condensation

• Essex Association of Local Councils Communication
Award - Winner of the Annual Report Category

• Christmas tree Installation

• Essex Playing Fields Association – Certiﬁcate of
Merit for Children’s Play Area

• Maintenance of the ponds with the help of BTCV
and volunteers from the village
• Installation of new goal posts on pitch 3
• Lobbying for and obtaining another bus shelter on
the North side of Maldon Road opposite e Avenue
• Lobbying for and obtaining a new deﬁnitive footpath
from Danbury Outdoors past Danbury Park School
to the A414
• Introduction of football for the Under 9s this season
on Pitch 2
• Installation of memorial seat for Jim Neilly
• Planting of oak tree on Dawson Memorial Field close
to Robin’s Nest in celebration of the Queen’s
Diamond Jubilee
• Play in the Park days for children at Dawson
Memorial Field
• New computer system for the Parish Oﬃce
• Negotiation of a new insurance company to
reduce costs

• Essex Playing Fields Association - Certiﬁcate of
Merit for Dawson Memorial Field
• Essex Playing Fields Association – Certiﬁcate of
Merit for Cricket Area

Planned Items
• Zoning and phased improvements in the Children’s
Play Area
• Repair of the steps and/or installation of a ramp from
the top car park to the rear of the Sports and Social
Centre
• Letting the former British Legion Building on
Dawson Memorial Field
• A Strategic Plan for the Parish Council

Margaret Saunders
Clerk to Danbury Parish Council

• Taking part in Essex County Council Winter
Salt Scheme
• Monitoring the Tyndale’s Farm Minerals Application
www.danbury-essex.gov.uk
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DATES OF
MEETINGS

THE QUEEN’S
DIAMOND JUBILEE

2012

On June 4th there will be celebrations all over the world of the
60th anniversary of the Queen’s accession. e government through the
Department for Culture, Media and Sport is hoping for the lighting
across the UK of 2012 beacons in a timed wave between 10pm and 10.30pm,
culminating in the Queen lighting the National Beacon in London.

MARCH
Wed 21 8pm
Mon 26 7pm

Resources
Annual Parish
Meeting
Wed 28 7.45pm Parish Council
APRIL
Mon 2 8pm
Mon 23 8pm
Wed 25 8pm

Planning
Planning
Resources

MAY
Wed 2

7.45pm Annual Parish
Council
Wed 9 8pm
Facilities
Mon 21 8pm
Planning
Wed 30 8pm
Resources
JUNE
Mon 11 8pm
Planning
Wed 13 8pm
Facilities
Tue 19 7.30pm Parish Council
(Accounts)
Tue 19 8pm
Resources
Wed 27 8pm
Environment
JULY
Mon 9
Wed 11
Wed 18
Wed 25

8pm
8pm
8pm
7.45pm

Planning
Facilities
Resources
Parish Council

ANNUAL LITTER PICK
is very useful, communal
eﬀort at cleaning up the
village will take place on
Saturday 21st April
between 9.30 and 11.30am.
Report to Parish Oﬃce
for equipment!
www.danbury-essex.gov.uk

A small working party is looking into the lighting of our
Danbury beacon as a part of this. Further details will come later,
but we will meet at the Sports and Social Centre from 7.30pm,
where the bar and Dawson’s Suite will be open, with
light refreshments available, together with an exhibition of photographs.
At 9.45pm we will walk round to the beacon and light it at the precise time
we will be given. Do bring torches and suitable shoes.
If you have photographs of visits the Queen has made to Essex,
would you be willing to lend them to be copied for the
exhibition mentioned above? If so, can you send or bring the
originals or copies to the Parish Oﬃce with appropriate details?
As well as this and the oak tree which is already planted,
the Parish Council will be giving commemorative book marks
to all children at the three schools in the village.
At Danbury Country Park we are funding tawny owl nest boxes which
are being installed with visitor access to cameras showing nest activity.
Please consider joining the national street party the weekend
of 2nd/3rd June. Help planning such an event is found on
www.streetparty.org.uk.
We hope many people in Danbury will be involved in events
to make this a real village occasion.

CELEBRATE DANBURY
VILLAGE HALL’S
CENTENARY
Saturday 5th May
RAF Flypast (tbc) | Coﬀee Morning
Vintage motorcycles | Photos/Memorabilia
Lord Petre performs Opening Ceremony;
Variety Night, don’t miss it!
Sunday 6th May
Hall open to view displays
3pm “Songs of Praise” lead by
Danbury Church ministers & accompanied
by Chelmsford Silver Band
For more information contact:
Barbara - 225204 or Caroline - 224661

DANBURY SPORTS &
SOCIAL CENTRE
Forthcoming Events:
Comedy Night
Friday March 30th, 8pm
70s Motown Night
Saturday 21st April
Spring Ball
Saturday 12th May, 8pm-Midnight
More details:
www.danburysportscentre.co.uk
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