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Danbury Parish Council

DATES OF MEETINGS
FOR 2010

APRIL
EASTER 2nd – 5th  April
Monday 12 Planning
Wed 21 ANNUAL PARISH 

MEETING
Wednesday 28 Resources

MAY
Monday 3 Bank Holiday
Wednesday 5 Annual Parish

Council
Monday 10 Planning
Wednesday 12 Facilities
Wednesday 26 Resources
Monday 31 Bank Holiday

JUNE
Wednesday 2 Environment
Monday 7 Planning
Wednesday 9 Facilities
Wednesday 23 Parish Council to

ratify End of Year
Accounts 2009/10
(7.30pm)

Wednesday 23 Resources (8pm)
Monday 28 Planning

JULY
Wednesday 14 Facilities
Monday 19 Planning
Wednesday 21 Resources
Wednesday 28 Parish Council

AUGUST 

No meetings: Council in recess

SEPTEMBER
Monday 6 Planning
Wednesday 8 Environment
Wednesday 15 Facilities
Tuesday 21 Resources
Wednesday 29 Parish Council

OCTOBER
Monday 4 Planning
Wednesday 13 Environment
Monday 25 Planning
Wednesday 27 Resources

NOVEMBER
Wednesday 3 Facilities Budget
Wednesday 10 Facilities Budget
Monday 15 Planning
Wednesday 17 Resources
Wednesday 24 Parish Council

DECEMBER
Wednesday 1 Environment
Tuesday 7 Facilities
Wednesday 8 Carols at Eves

Corner (tbc)
Monday 13 Planning
Tuesday 14 Resources

Parish Council StafParish Council Staf ff

Parish Clerk
Margaret Saunders

Assistant Clerk
Elisabeth Blyth

Assistant Clerk
Maria Dyer

Groundsman
Robin Dickens

John Alexander
Planning

Phillip Watts
Planning

John Bowen
Environment

Additional MembersAdditional Members

Publicity GrPublicity Groupoup
Stuart Berlyn, David Whiteing, Caroline Lambert, Mike Wood (Editor),
Chris Tressider, Elisabeth Blyth, Margaret Saunders

Stuart Berlyn
13 Hopping Jacks Lane
Danbury CM3 4PN
01245 225883
stuart.berlyn@danbury-essex.gov.uk

Mike Wood
49 Hopping Jacks Lane
Danbury CM3 4PJ
01245 222839
mike.wood@danbury-essex.gov.uk

David Bolwell
3 Mildmays
Danbury CM3 4DP
01245 223591
dave.bolwell@danbury-essex.gov.uk

Harry Clacy
The Spinney
5 Hyde Green
Danbury CM3 4QU
01245 225463
harry.clacy@danbury-essex.gov.uk

Steve Freeman 
67 Main Road
Danbury CM3 4DJ
01245 224893
steve.freeman@danbury-essex.gov.uk 

Alan Keeler
Hazelbank, Fitzwalter Lane
Danbury CM3 4DZ
01245 222329
alan.keeler@danbury-essex.gov.uk

John Langley
59 Parkdale
Danbury CM3 4EJ
01245 225907
john.langley@danbury-essex.gov.uk

Arthur Pemberton
21 Barley Mead 
Danbury CM3 4RP 
01245 224343
arthur.pemberton@danbury-essex.gov.uk

Dave Powell
89 Hoynors
Danbury CM3 4RL
01245 225894
david.powell@danbury-essex.gov.uk

Max Telling
42 Peartree Lane
Danbury CM3 4LS
01245 226037
max.telling@danbury-essex.gov.uk

Chairman of
Parish Council

Ex officio member
of all committees

Vice-Chairman of
Parish Council

Ex officio member
of all committees

Member of
Environment 
and Planning

Member of
Facilities,
Planning and
Resources

Chairman of
Environment
Member of
Resources
and Planning

Member of
Environment
and Facilities

Member of
Environment 

Member of
Facilities and
Resources

Chairman of
Planning
Member of
Facilities

DanburDanbury Parish Councillorsy Parish Councillors
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Member of
Environment
and Planning

John Thomson
3 Hyde Lane
Danbury CM3 4QX
01245 222935
john.thomson@danbury-essex.gov.uk

David Whiteing
27 Danbury Vale
Danbury CM3 4LA
01245 225379
david.whiteing@danbury-essex.gov.uk

Member of
Environment
and Planning

Chairman of
Resources
Member of
Environment
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The magazine for the village of Danbury

Annual Parish Meeting

All DanburAll Danbury Residentsy Residents
are invited to attend the

Annual Parish Meeting
On Wednesday 21st April

at the Sports and Social Centre
Tea, coffee and biscuits available 
from 7.15 pm.
Meeting starts at 8pm.
Introduction from the Chairman Stuart Berlyn. 
Guest Speakers:
Martin Pearce - Nuclear New Build EDF Energy Team

Councillor A Pemberton - 20/20 Vision for Danbury
Come and see displays by local clubs and associations

Every Parish Council is
encouraged to have a village plan.
Ours, with your help, was
completed in 2004.  Things have
moved on since then.  We have
for instance consulted you about
the proposed new Medical Centre
and theTyndales Farm gravel pit.
It is time for a review and 
“20-20 Vision for Danbury” is a
check on where we are and what
you think. 

The Review Group has devised
20 questions that we believe will
confirm how you want village life to
unfold over the next few years. Just
as last time, a group of people who
live and work in the village will
look to make sense of what you tell

us. A presentation will also be made
at the Annual Parish Meeting by
Councillor Arthur Pemberton. The
findings will be published in the
next issue of Danbury Times.

You should find your “20-20
Vision for Danbury” pack enclosed.
Please complete the brief
questionnaire either by using 
the paper version in the pack 
and sending it to us using the 
pre-paid envelope or by logging 
onto the Parish Website 
www.danbury-essex.gov.uk and
following the link to the online
version.

Either way, we really do need
your input.  We do not want to
miss anything.  Please respond and

help the Parish Council achieve
the “20-20 vision” it needs as
Danbury moves towards 2020.
The website will also allow multi-
completion. 

We need your response
by the 30th June 2010.

Extra packs are available from
the Parish Office if more than one
member of your household wish to
complete one.  

The “20-20 Vision for Danbury” Steering
Group. (David Buckton, Bernard Stripp,
Caroline Lambert,Malcolm Freund, Chris
Sharpe, Andrew Milne, Arthur Pemberton)

“20-20 VISION FOR DANBURY”
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Welcome to this the spring edition
of your Danbury Times, which is
also the Parish Council's Annual
Report. Elsewhere you will find
reports from all committee’s in
addition to an open invitation to
attend the annual parish meeting.

County Councillor
Congratulations to our County
Councillor Peter Martin on his
election as ‘Leader’ of Essex County
Council.

Derick Hawkins
It is with great sadness that I report
the recent death of Derick Hawkins,  a
councillor for many years both here in
Danbury and previously at Rettendon.  
As Chairman of the Facilities
Committee he lead the team on what
is the council's largest spending
committee which is responsible for
managing all the facilities owned
and/or leased by the council. Derick
had spent many hours working on the
largest project we have undertaken in
recent years, regrettably, he did not
live long enough to see it completed.
The drainage of the fields and carparks
with resurfacing of the carparks to be
the third and final stage was I know his
key objective for the village. 

You will find elsewhere in this issue a
more detailed appreciation of Derick.
Our condolences go out to his wife
Elisabeth, the children & grandchildren.
He will be greatly missed.

Arthur Allen
It is with regret that I report the
resignation of Arthur from your
council. Arthur was a stalwart of in
particular the Planning Committee
which he chaired for some time,
undertaking a colossal amount of work
at home in his own time in contributing
to the original village appraisal, the
subsequent village plan and its review. 
Arthur also undertook much work

interpreting the Borough Council's
new planning framework and what
will be the Danbury Planning
Framework which we hope to publish
in the near future. He also, will be
greatly missed and I thank him for all
his contribution and wish him and his
family well for the future.

Annual Parish Meeting
The Parish Council positively
welcomes you to the Annual Meeting
where we try hard to respond to your
questions and in particular to listen to
and hear what it is you are telling us
about your Council and your village.
Do please attend and pass on your views.

Vacancies
As a result of the loss of both Derick
and Arthur, we now have three
vacancies for members of the village
to join the Council as co-opted
members. If you are hardworking,
enjoy living or own a business within
the village and would like to ‘give
something back’ we would be pleased
to hear from you. Contact the clerk –
Margaret Saunders to discuss and for
details of the commitment.

Sports & Social Centre
Representatives of the Council met
regularly throughout the year with
Directors and managers of Danbury
Community Association (Trust) Ltd.,
who operate the centre on behalf of
the village. As with your councillors
the directors are all unpaid volunteers
and I thank them for their time and
commitment to the centre.

Projects
Phase 2 of the council’s drainage & car
parks project has now been completed
with the bulk of the drainage work
being completed. Phase 3 of this work
is the drainage & resurfacing of the
two car parks. We are in the closing
stages of the tender process and until

responses come in we will not know
what the work will cost or what the
financial implications for the village
will be. However, we are still very
aware of the need to undertake this
work as soon as possible.

Special Thanks
I cannot let this issue of Danbury
Times go out with special thanks to
Mike Wood Vice Chairman of
Council who has decided that the
time is right after 13 years as member
of the Publicity Group  to stand down
as Editor and hand the tiller to
someone else. He has agreed to
remain on the editorial team. Mike
well done and many thanks.

Also without the support of any
number of people the tasks of the
Council would be much greater, so,
special thanks to the unsung heroes of
our village including those that
deliver your Danbury Times, those
that regularly litter pick areas of the
village, those that helped recently
with pond clearing at Eves Corner.
Also as usual my thanks go to all of
our staff Margaret, Liz, Maria & Robin
for all their hard work and support in
addition to my elected colleagues who
give so freely of their time for the
benefit of the village and those who
live in it – Thank you all Very Much.

Chairman's Report

Stuart Berlyn-Chairman of Council.
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The Parish Council
has received £200
from the Danbury
Society towards
the annual lighting
of the Christmas
Tree Event. 
An expression of
gratitude has been
sent to the Danbury

Society who have continued to support the
event every year.

Community Initiatives Fund
The Parish Council is endeavouring to
complete the third and final stage of the
Car Park and Drainage Project.  Linking of
the drainage from the two car parks has still
to be completed before the final resurfacing
can be laid.  An application was submitted
to the Community Initiatives Fund in
November, 2009. This fund is administered
by the Essex County Council under the
localism budget.  This is the fifth year that
the panel has sat to decide on how to spend
the £100,000 available for the Chelmsford

District.  Difficult decisions had to be made
as there were 29 projects which sought
funding from the budget.  Danbury was
lucky enough to be awarded £8,350 towards
the car park project. The Danbury Society
has also pledged £1,000 towards the car
park project.
During the five years I have been Clerk
the Council has been awarded £65,000 in
grants towards projects not included the
Community Initiatives Grant just
awarded.

Quality Councils Panel
II have been nominated by the Essex
branch of the Society of Local Clerks as
their representative on the Quality
Councils panel for Essex.  My curriculum
vitae has been assessed and approved by the
National Association of Local Councils. I
can now sit on the judging panel.  It will be
an honour to be a member of the panel.

New Member of Staff
I would very much like to welcome Maria
Dyer to the team as Assistant Clerk.
Maria has an article on this page.

The magazine for the village of DanburyDANBURYDANBURY
Number 26Spring 2010

Clerk’s Corner

Margaret Saunders, Clerk to Parish Council

page 5www.danbury-essex.gov.uk

New Team Menber
I started as the new Assistant Clerk in
November 2009 to work primarily with
the Facilities Committee, which is
responsible for all the land and buildings
the Parish Council owns and leases to
the various clubs, i.e. Bowling, Tennis,
British Legion and Sports Centre.
Dawson Memorial Field and Parish
Council Trees’ also fall into the Facilities
Committee area of responsibility, as do
the two village car parks. 

So all in all a very varied work load –
one minute I can be out in my wellies
checking out trees along a footpath or
liaising with Robin, our Groundsman,
regarding maintenance matters, the
next I’m back in the office taking
bookings from the football teams who
regularly use Dawson’s Memorial Field
or researching particular subjects or
contractors as requested by Councillors.
Additionally there is the usual office
paperwork – agendas, minutes, letters
and orders etc, plus making sure risk
assessments are in place for any work
carried out on Parish Council property. 

The work is certainly very varied,
and everyone has been very welcoming
and helped me settle in. So far so good!

Maria Dyer  Assistant Clerk

Derick was born on 31st December,
1934 in Winchester and was educated
at Peter Symonds School in
Winchester.  Following this he
completed his National Service in the
RAF where he taught radar.  

He was a trained Chartered Civil
Engineer and worked for Anglian
Water Authority.

Derick met his wife Elisabeth
through the Inter Varsity Club and
enjoyed hill walking, sailing and
outdoor pursuits. They married in
October 1963 and were together for 47
years.  He has three daughters, Jane,
Rachel and Sally and five grandchildren
and has one surviving sister Anne.  His
family was very important to him.

Initially he lived in Chelmsford
where the children were born and then
moved to Battlesbridge  in 1968. He
became a Parish Councillor for
Rettendon  Council in 1970 where he

was Chairman for two years in 1974
and 1975. During this time he was
instrumental in starting the Rettendon
Newsletter which circulates 10 issues a
year and still continues  28 years later.
Derick attended  All Saints Church
Rettendon where he became a member
of the Parochial Church Council.
During this time he was Church
Warden and Treasurer.  He remained
on the Council until he moved to
Danbury in 1988.

Derick was Co-opted to the
Danbury Parish Council in January,
1999.  He became Chairman of the
Facilities Committee in May, 2002 and
was a key member of the Council.  He
was also a member of the Resources
Committee.  He took the leading role
in the Drainage and Car Park project
and was very knowledgeable in this
field. This will improve Dawson
Memorial Field for future generations

for which the Parish Council is
extremely grateful.

Whilst a member of the Parish
Council he was nominated to be a
governor of Danbury Park School, a
role which he fulfilled for four years.
Every week he would spend an
afternoon with his nominated class
helping with arts and crafts and
hearing the children read.

Derick attended Danbury Mission
and was an active member of the
Church involved in writing prayer
diaries and arranging  men’s breakfast.
He will be sorely missed in his roles
within Danbury.

Derick Hawkins  31.12.34 – 21.2.2010
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The purpose of this section is to
publish our accounts for 2008-9,
which we are required to do.  They
are of course some long way in the
past, but the current year does not
finish until March 31st, and as I
write we are still in February.
Major items of mention in the
2008-9 accounts were the purchase
of a new Ride on Mower for £3795,
the refurbishment of the War
Memorial for £3,612, and tree work
£3,642..  Preliminary works to the
Car Park project cost £20,753.

What of the year to come, 2010-
11.  We have endeavoured to keep
our increase to 5%, so we are asking

for an increase of £9,000, bringing
our total precept up to £183,000.
The average increase for all
Chelmsford Parish Councils is 6.1%.

As always we have to juggle the
finances.  Our committees prepare
their budgets, which are duly
discussed by the Resources
committee, and then out to Parish
Council for final arbitration.  A lot of
changes and pruning go on during
these stages.  We have reduced
committee requests by £12,500 and
some regular expenditure by £1,500;
this may impact on future years.  We
have been unable to add funds
directly to the Car Park project from

next year’s precept.
It may be worth noting that

parishioners sometimes compare our
increase to those of the other large
parish councils in Chelmsford.  All
the others have some degree of new
builds which brings in extra income.
If we were to build 100 new houses in
Danbury with a Council Tax of £90
each, then this would raise the £9K
we require without any actual
financial increase to you.  Should we
do this?  You have the opportunity to
express your views in the enclosed
Parish Plan questionnaire.  We also
maintain more facilities than some
Parish Councils.

As I write the increase for Essex
County Council is1.9% and
Chelmsford Borough Council 2.9%
for us in the Parishes.  However it will
be 5.9% for the unparished town
centre wards due to Special Expenses
which caught us last year, and which
then showed on your Council Tax Bill
as an increase in Danbury of 11.5%.

Next year, 2010-11, your Band E
charge for Danbury has risen from
£87.45 to £91.85 for a full family for
the whole year.  You pay a total of
£45.54 more than a family in
Chelmsford town centre.

page 6
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Celebrations to mark the pivotal dates in the hall's formation began in
January with a grand cheese and wine evening, where the 100 invited guests
enjoyed good food, good company, entertainment and a display of  slides  of
old Danbury by John Bowen.This evening,arrranged by the Village Hall
Management Committee, commemorated the 1st meeting in  1910  to
discuss the purchase of land at Eves Corner for the building of the hall.Later
at the end of January a quiz night organised by Dot Rolph was held which
raised our centenary fund,set up to finance future events.

Any suggestions you may have, gratefully received!
For further information please contact Barbara French  01245 226453

David Whiteing Chairman of Resources

Financial ReportFinancial Report

2012, Not just the Olympics but the
centenary of Danbury Village Hall

Parish Council Income 2008-2009

TOTAL
£362,045

Brought Forward
(Earmarked Funds
& Reserves)
£118,507

Precept
£166,000

Grants
£41,298

Interest
£4,283Rents

£31,479

Other £478

TOTAL
£362,045

Administration

£76,375

Capital
Projects

£12,742

Loan
Repayments

£2,867

Running Costs
£109,837

Other £46,975

Earmarked
Funds

£79,1245

Carried Forward

£30,000

Parish CouncilExpenses 2008-2009

Grants &
Donations

£2,317
Advertising &
Publicity £2,332
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I was born in Danbury.  After two
years National Service in the Royal
Navy and five years under Articles in
Ipswich I became a Solicitor in 1960
and practised initially in Cambridge
for five years and then in Surrey for
nearly 30 years, before returning to
Danbury soon after retirement.

As a member of the Parish
Council I serve on the Planning and
Environment Committees and am
particularly concerned with protecting
the environment, preserving the rural
character of the village and resisting
creeping urbanisation.  I am a keen
conservationist, an active member of
the Essex Wildlife Trust, member of
the Danbury Society and the
Campaign to Protect Rural England.

I am a
widower with
two married
sons and four
grandchildren
and am a
member of
D a n b u r y
Mission.  My
hobbies are sailing, conservation
work, reading and birdwatching.

TIMES

It is with great sadness that I have to
write this report after the sudden
death of our Chairman of Facilities,
Derick Hawkins. He worked tirelessly
for the village and in particular has
been the driving force behind the
recent refurbishment of the football
pitches at Dawson’s field and the plan
to complete the drainage and
resurfacing of the car parks.
Certificate of Lawful Development
has been obtained  for this project.
Tenders have been  received. An
extraordinary Parish Council meeting
will be arranged to discuss finance for
the project.

Over the last year the Committee
has carried out an impressive amount
of work to ensure the facilities of the
village are kept up standard. This has
included ongoing maintenance of the
buildings and grounds for which 
the Parish Council is responsible
including the trees owned by the

Parish being surveyed, as they are
each year, to ensure  the safety of the
public. Many other items of work
have been carried out by Facilities
Committee. All of this of course
comes at a cost and the committee
works hard to ensure value for money
in everything it does. 

Some of the other work carried out
in the last year has been:- 

Runsell Green and Eves 
Corner Ponds.

There has been serious work going on
at Eves Corner pond, where Parish
Councillors, the British Trust for
Conservation Volunteers (BTCV)
and Parishioner Volunteers spent 2
very cold days in February clearing
vegetation from the pond. This has
restored more open water for ducks
and other wildlife and has enhanced
the appearance of the Village pond.
Many thanks to all those who took
part. The BTCV will continue to help
with the management of the pond and

a 3 year action plan is being drawn up.
Runsell Green Pond has had trees

removed and some clearance work
carried out. The overflow from the
pond has been uncovered by the
Parish groundsman and this has
reduced the amount of water flooding
across the road. More work will be
carried out in the near future to
further reduce the possibility of
flooding.

Sports and Social Centre
The legally required 5 year inspection
of the electrical installation has been
carried out which highlighted a
number of areas that need attention
and unfortunately has meant
additional costs. The last year has seen
the Council invest further funds in the
upgrading and maintenance of the
above. It is essential that routine
maintenance is maintained to ensure
the health & safety of the staff and
users of the centre. 

Bowling Club
A survey of the Green has been
completed by a Specialist Consultant
and the report is awaited.                    

Children’s Play Area
This has undergone a yearly
inspection and minor works have
been carried out.

Our Groundsman
The gang mower was replaced this year.  

DANBURYDANBURY
Number  26Spring 2010

The magazine for the village of Danbury

Facilities

Harry Clacy , Member of Facilities Committee.

John ThompsonJohn Thompson

Knowing your Councillors
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We were sorry to lose Arthur Allen
as our Chairman, but he now feels
the time has come to move on. His
insights, detailed knowledge and
commitment will be missed. 

Arthur undertook to create the
Danbury Parish Plan.  A Steering
Group of residents led by Arthur
Pemberton is to review and update
where necessary

The Planning Committee 
This consists of eight members plus
two additional members who sit in an
advisory capacity. We met fifteen
times during the calendar year 2009
and considered some 123 applications

and commented on 36 of these. Of
those we commented on 5 were
refused and 1 was withdrawn.
Altogether 117 were approved by
Chelmsford Borough Council. The
Committee is also required to
comment on proposed work to be
undertaken on Tree Preservation
Orders and other arboriculture work.
Danbury Parish Council is a statutory
consultee in the planning process but
the decision rests with Chelmsford
Borough Council

Training for Councillors
Chelmsford Borough Council hold

planning seminars to advise on
changes to the planning regulations.
The latest one on 24th September
covered Permitted Development

Rights. We appreciate this support.

Meetings
Details of all our Agenda, Minutes
and Meetings are published on the
Danbury Parish Council website. You
can attend a meeting when an
application is being considered by the
Parish Council and speak during 
the fifteen minute Public Question
Time. If several people come on the
same issue the group is invited to elect
a spokesman. This saves time and
ensures the smooth flow of the
planning applications pipeline.

Alternately write to the Planning
Officer at Chelmsford Borough
Council with a copy to Danbury
Parish Council.

Planning

page 8www.danbury-essex.gov.uk

The magazine for the village of Danbury

Following on from my article on footpaths in the
winter edition of the Danbury Times, there has been
further debate about the materials used by Essex
County Council to repair the surfaces. The
Environment Committee talked at great length to
Matthew Hodgkinson of the Community Action Team
P3, whose job it is to care for footpaths and rights of
way for the Essex County Council. It was unanimously
agreed that;

“when maintenance is required to a definitive footpath, each
footpath should be    considered and discussed on its merits”.

The preferred material used by the Essex County
Council is recycled road planings. It has been noticed
that potholes are reappearing in some of our newly re-
surfaced roads and they are beginning to cause a nuisance
and possibly dangerous situations.  All potholes should be
reported to Highways and to a Government website at
www.gov.uk/data to make sure they are recorded.

Council is still waiting to hear the outcome of the
Aggregates & Minerals consultation sent to us by Essex
County Council for Tyndales Farm which is opposite the
Royal Oak Pub. The site backs onto a number of
properties within the village. It also has the potential to
impact greatly throughout the village in terms of large
increases in HGV traffic. We understand that the next
stage report has been postponed until June.

The repair and resurfacing work on Little Baddow Road
has been completed making this road a pleasure to use.
Raising concern that this has resulted in excessive
speeds. There has been concern that this has resulted in
excessive speed of vehicles using Little Baddow Road. A
spot check by a Police Constable as reported in the
Neighbourhood Watch Bulletin 2010/4 showed that in a
sample of 100 vehicles 7 were speeding. Warning letters
were sent to each individual motorist. Spot checks by a
Police Community Support Officer, (5 this year), indi-
cate that there has been no substantial increase in
speeds. It seems that improvements in the road surface
do not necessarily mean an increase in speeding. 

Following complaints of inconsiderate parking in
Copt Hill and noisy behaviour of some mountain bikers
using the old gravel workings at the top end of Danbury
Common, the National Trust has come to an agreement
with representatives of bikers who use the area that some
control will be exercised to restrain the use of Copt Hill
for parking and to stop the dropping of litter in the area.
It was pointed out that there are ample car parks
elsewhere on the Commons, quite close to this site. The
National Trust Warden has talked with the residents,
who have agreed to help monitor the situation. At the
moment things seem to have improved. We wait to see
what happens as the weather gets better. 

Cycling on the Commons is still restricted to
Bridleways even though the National Trust has waived
its rule for the area behind Copt Hill. 

DANBURYDANBURY
TIMES Number 26Spring 2010

Alan Keeler, Chairman,  Environment Committee.

EnvironmentEnvironment

Max Telling , Chairman of Planing Committee.
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The Danbury area
has been
relatively quiet
since Christmas
from a Police
perspective. That
is not to detract
from the effect
crime has had on
some victims.

REPORTED
INCIDENTS
Can you help?
Hopping Jacks Lane February 3rd
Ladders were stolen from a vehicle
overnight.   
Runsell Lane February 8th, A laptop
was left on display and stolen from 
a car.
Millfields February 9th A
householder disturbed 2 men in the
front entrance of his house about
0430hrs. 2 males wearing hoodies
made off from the scene and got into
a small dark vehicle (possibly an
Audi). 
Main Road February 10th overnight
attempted burglary at a shop.
Tesco Petrol Station February 12th
2 males & 3 females attended the
Tesco Petrol Station. It’s believed
they tried to distract and confuse the
cashier by asking for large amounts
of cash to be changed into different
denominations. Fortunately the

cashier was alert,
informed the
Police and the
car was stopped
quickly nearby.
No-one was
arrested, but all
occupants, who
were not local,
were checked
and were
encouraged to

stay away from
the area.
Whilst Police were in the area they
stopped a vehicle on The Common.
The vehicle smelt of cannabis, so
was searched and a male dealt with
for possession of cannabis. 
You have probably seen the adverts
on TV and heard them on the radio
– don’t make it easy for criminals.
Anyone with information on these
crimes or others is asked to contact
the local police on 07711147 171. 
If you need to report a crime, contact
0300 333 4444. 
In an Emergency it’s 999.
Crimestoppers 0800-505-111
The Local Neighbourhood Police
Team consists of the Neighbourhood
Specialist Officer, Pc 745 Claire
Forster, and 2 Community Support
Officers PCSOO 71496 Sarah
Martin, PCSO 71018 Jemma Carr,
and Sgt 1435 Perry Land.

The above article from our police lists some of the crimes that have
occurred recently in Danbury.  Our Danbury Neighbourhood Watch
endeavours to inform members of these crimes as they happen, and more
importantly ask if anyone has information that might assist in making an
arrest, or preventing future incidents.  Each issue of Danbury Times
invites you to participate in receiving these bulletins (e-mail only), but
only a few residents join every time.  To be truly effective we need most
of our villagers to subscribe.  Please contact me, by e-mail at
DanburyNWatch@aol.com.  This is free, there is no charge.

David Whiteing, Danbury Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator.

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH

The Village Diary
Website

Did you know that there is a Village
Diary on the Danbury website at
www.danbury-essex.gov.uk? The
diary is there to inform you about
local meetings and events which are
coming up and which may interest
you. It also aims to help those
planning an event to see what else is
happening around the same time
and avoid clashes.  

But – and it’s a big but! – the
diary is only as good as the
information in it!  So if you would
like the meetings of your group or
club, or any special events, listed in
the online Diary, please send details
to the Parish Council as early as you
can.  The easiest way is by email to
parish.council@danbury-essex.gov.uk.
If you have a poster in electronic
form, or a website address people can
visit, send those too.  You can also
send information to us by post, or
drop it in to the office or our
letterbox. With your help we can
make the Village Diary as
comprehensive and useful as possible!

In the next few months we hope to
add a new item to the website.  The
Danbury Parish Footpaths Map has
proved very popular with residents and
visitors, and the aim is to add the map
to the website so that it can be viewed
online.  We are currently looking into
the licensing implications with
Ordnance Survey, and I hope to have
positive news on this project for the
next edition of Danbury Times.

Danbury Policing Team

Sgt Perry Land.

Elisabeth Blyth, Assistant Clerk , Webmaster 

New non-emergency telephone 
number for Essex Police

0300 333 4444

DT 26 Spring 2010.qxd  24/3/10  09:57  Page 9



The magazine for the village of Danbury

page 10www.danbury-essex.gov.uk

DANBURYDANBURY
TIMES Number 26Spring 2010

Danbury Medical Centre
Swine flu update
Thankfully we have passed the peak of this illness.  The
mass vaccination programme went well, and luckily
none of our patients have suffered serious consequences
of the illness.  We await news on next season’s
campaign, but encourage everyone who is vulnerable to
influenza illness to continue to access both the ‘normal
‘ flu campaign and any additional immunisation
programmes advised.  Mass immunisation is one of
medicine’s most effective life savers.  

Premises update
We continue to negotiate with our PCT on progress on
our new premises .  We will update the village as we
receive more formal news.

Charity walk
The practice organised a charity walk to support funds
for breast cancer research before Christmas.  One of our

nurses was recently diagnosed with this condition (she
is doing really well).  We had a fantastic turnout,
including a range of friends and family of all ages.  We
also were extraordinarily lucky with the weather, with
the sun coming out for the duration.  We raised a
staggering £ 682 plus gift aid, leading to a total of £874

Opening times
As a reminder, our practice has always operated
extended hours over the past 20 years, from 8am to
6.30, and unlike many surgeries, we keep the doors open
throughout the day, so walk-ins  can be dealt with , and
appointments made.  We also offer pre booked
appointments on a Saturday morning up to 2pm.  50%
of appointments for GPs are pre bookable up top 3
weeks in advance;  all nurse appointments are
prebookable.  We now have two nurse practitioners,
with extended training, who can prescribe.  

Dr Caroline Dollery.

Who would have believed that 5 years
after our first reunionat Danbury Palace
when 35 "babies" and two mothers had a
nostalgic tour of their birthplace,we are
now in  contact with over 260 babies
born there between 1939-1946?  At each
reunion we meet some returning for the
first time to their Danbury roots.This
was certainly the case at our Christmas
meeting  when we were delighted to
welcome 2 new mothers and their
chidren, plus twins we were unaware of. 

The mother's memories of their time
at the Palace are recorded in our
newsletters and tell of the marvellous
care and fabulous food, this at the time
of rationing !They can also answer some
of the questions we so wished  we'd
asked  our own mothers.No doubt even
more stories will be heard at our next
reunion which  will be on;Sat. 5th
June.at Danbury Church Meeting
Room.  Please contact Caroline Lambert
on 224661 if you would like to be 
there, or visist the website
at;www.danburyparkbabies.org.

DANBURY PALACE 
BABIES

At the request of one of the
residents of Olletts  I attended a
meeting  being held by Chelmer
Housing Partnership (CHP) as part
of a consultation process to decide
the future of the flats.

CHP have deliberately kept flats
empty (7 out 13) some for several years
as residents have moved on, pending
the outcome of a strategic review on
the future: with options varying from
doing nothing, upgrading them or
redeveloping the site.

As you would expect the
remaining 6 residents are very
concerned and worried about their
future, they wish to remain where
they are and do not want to have
their flats refurbished. However,
CHP have been unable to give them
any guarantees until the outcome of
the consultation which is likely to
take some time. Clearly, it is
essential for the health and
wellbeing of the residents that
decisions are made promptly and
that they are kept informed.

Recently, I attended Danbury
Scout Hut to present a certificate to
four scouts (2 boys & 2 Girls) in
recognition of achieving their
‘Community Service’ Badges as part
of the Queens Scout Award.

They achieved this by attending a
Parish Council Meeting and reporting
back to the group. Only one of them
said they found it boring! However,
their greatest achievement was the
refurbishment of the ‘Scott Slaughter’
bench that was donated by friends &

relatives in memory of Scott who
played football on Dawson’s Field.
Many hours were spent rubbing down
and re-varnishing the seat which now
looks wonderful – well done, you have
earnt the badges.

Olletts – uncertain future

Scouts

Stuart Berlyn-Chairman of Council.

Stuart Berlyn-Chairman of Council.
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Of course you do, it’s the Danbury Sports & Social
Centre, the building at the end of the car park opposite
the Co-op.  Why do you ask, I hear some of you saying.
Well, last month, a couple called at the centre.  “You are
so far from the road and we thought we would see what
you do”.   They have lived in the village over 10 years
and when shown around were amazed with the
amenities and activities we run.  They promptly joined.

How many more residents are in a similar situation?
The centre is here for you so please come and use the
facilities:

We also have a licensed bar where you can relax with
friends over a drink or a cup of fresh coffee (the best
value in the village).

Why not join in with one of our social events?
Recent entertainment includes Queen & Abba tribute
bands, The Locarno Band, a Christmas carol concert
and our New Year’s Eve party.

If ‘Strictly’ fired up your imagination to learn
ballroom & latin dancing, we run a number of courses
which you can join.  Also, we have a practice night on
each second Saturday.

Our dedicated snooker room has 2 full size tables
which are available to members and their guests at
extremely competitive prices.

Annual membership is only £15 with reductions for
students and senior citizens.  

Don’t miss out –support this wonderful facility at the
centre of your village 

More information is available at
www.danburysportscentre.co.uk or 01245 224515.

Stephen Holland  Treasurer

News from your Sports & Social CentreNews from your Sports & Social Centre

Danbury Tennis Club welcomes
players of all ages. 
We have something to offer both
experienced players and those new to
the game.
For anyone keen to play social tennis

we have club evenings and Sunday
morning sessions welcoming players
of all abilities.
More advanced players can take
advantage of playing in one of the 20
teams we have of varying abilities.
Those wanting to improve their game
or anyone taking up tennis for the
first time can enjoy coaching in a
group, or individual, setting.
Our friendly club, situated in the
heart of Danbury, with 5 well
maintained floodlit courts, and
clubhouse with well stocked bar, also
offers a lively list of social events to
keep everyone busy.
Junior members enjoy after school and

weekend coaching and somewhere to
meet up and play with their friends.
Contact Hilary Clifton on 01245
320449 to find out more about our
friendly social club.

Do you recognise this building?

� Fitness Suite
(Gym)

� Children’s
Activities

� Badminton
� Soccer
� Snooker
� Mini Tennis
� Ballroom &

Latin Dancing
� Basketball
� Aerobics

� Badminton
� Pilates & Yoga
� Karate
� Indoor Bowls
� Gymnastics
� Bridge
� Birthday Parties

etc
� Over 50’s group
� Danbury 

Pre-School

Danbury Tennis Club

Christmas Carols
The annual carol service around the
Christmas tree at Eves Corner took
place this year beside a magnificent
tree kindly donated by a villager.  
Many thanks to Danbury churches
for organising the event, the
Salvation Army musicians, the
Danbury Society for its grant of £200
towards the costs .More importantly
to the villagers who turned out on a
cold night to participate.

Stuart Berlyn-Chairman of Council.
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Your Parish 
needs YOU

Dedicated Parish
Councillors wanted. 

For further details
contact the 

Parish Clerk 
on 225111
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Parish Office, Mayes Lane CM3 4NJ 
Tel: 225111 Fax: 226798  
E-mail: parish.council@danbury-essex.gov.uk

The Parish Office is usually open Monday to Friday
from 9.15am to 1pm. It is situated between the 
bowling and tennis clubs. The ramp from Mayes Lane
car park leads down to it.

TThhee  aannnnuuaall  ““CClleeaann--uupp  DDaayy””
On Sat. 24th April from 9am-11.30am.  

Equipment available from Parish Office where 
refreshments will be available.  Do you, or could you clear
your area with a litter-picker stick?  If so, please contact

Caroline Lambert. Tel 01245 224661

The 

Danbury 

Players FFaarrlleeiigghh
Providing hospice care in Mid-

Essex. With your help we raised £8625
in 2009. Thank you for all your support

PLANT SALE Saturday
May 8th 9am-12.30

Danbury Open Gardens
Sunday June 13th 11am-5pm

Contact Margaret Axon 
for further details 
01245 222674

DANBURY MARKET
Every Thursday at the Sports & Social Centre in the 

Sports Hall  from 9am- 10.15am.
Come along and buy your:

Baking, Preserves, Vegetables, Eggs Fruit in season, 
Plants and Crafts.

ALL HOME PRODUCE
Refreshments are available. New producers welcome.

PHONE  224813 for details. 

St John The Baptist
Church

SUMMER FAYRE 26th June

Danbury and Little Baddow
Horticultural Society

Summer Show Saturday July 11th
Autumn Flower Show Saturday 18th September

Call the box office on 07774 046925 
or e-mail danburyplayers@mail.com or visit
www.danburplayers.com
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