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are invited to attend the

ANNUAL PARISH MEETING

On Monday 21st April at the The Village Hall
Tea, coffee and biscuits available
from 7.15 pm.
Meeting commences at 8pm.
Introduction from the Chairman
Stuart Berlyn.

Guest speaker:
Richard Wallace (National Trust)

Chairman's Comment
Julian Brooks

Annual Parish Meeting

It is with great sadness that I have
to report the death of Julian Brooks, a
Parish Councillor for many years.
Julian also unstintingly dedicated
himself to many other village
organisations and events. His
knowledge and experience of councils,
both Parish & District was invaluable.
He is and will be greatly missed; in
particular I will miss the discussions
that we had whilst walking home after
Council meetings. A further tribute
can be found inside.
As a result of Julian’s death there is
a vacancy for a parish councillor, if you
are interested, please contact the
Clerk Margaret Saunders at the Parish
Office (contact details are inside see
page 2)

Yes, its that time of year again This
will be your opportunity to come along
to express your views. Time is always
made available for ‘questions’ from the
floor and I look forward to seeing you
there.

Danbury Medical Centre
We understand that an application
for planning permission to relocate
the centre is due to be submitted in
the spring. As promised at the
previous village meeting we will hold
a public meeting to discuss the
application. Council is aware of a
number of issues concerning the
medical centre, not least access and
traffic. There is also concern as to the
future of the existing centre. We will
keep you informed.

Danbury Bowling Club 75th anniversary
presentation. See page 8

Congratulations
To our Clerk Margaret Saunders on
qualifying for and being accepted as a
‘Member of the Institute of Local
Council Management.’ Margaret’s
qualification demonstrates the high
standard of service that the Council
and its staff provide to the village. Well
done Margaret and thanks.
Stuart Berlyn, Chairman.

Danbury Parish Council
Danbury Parish Councillors
Stuart Berlyn
13 Hopping Jacks Lane
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Chairman of Parish
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Danbury CM3 4DP
01245 223591
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Harry Clacy
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5 Hyde Green
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Alan Keeler
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Dave Powell
89 Hoynors
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01245 225894
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Jacki Wells
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David Whiteing
27 Danbury Vale
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Elisabeth Blyth
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Robin Dickens
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John Bowen
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Publicity Group
Stuart Berlyn, David Whiteing, Arthur Allen, Caroline Lambert, Mike Wood,
Chris Tressider, Alan Wells, Margaret Saunders

DATES OF MEETINGS
FOR 2008:
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Environment
and Planning
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APRIL
Wednesday
Wednesday
Monday
Wednesday
Wednesday

9
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Facilities
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Planning
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JULY
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Wednesday
Wednesday
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Wednesday

MAY
Wednesday
Monday
Wednesday
Wednesday

7
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Annual Parish Council

AUGUST
No Meetings

JUNE
Monday
Wednesday
Wednesday
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2
4
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23
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Facilities
Planning
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Annual Parish Meeting
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Facilities
Resources

7
16
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SEPTEMBER
Monday
1
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3
Wednesday 10
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16
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Wednesday 25
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Facilities
Resources
Planning
Parish Council
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Chairman's Comment continued from page 1
Volunteers Wanted
In our last issue we appealed for a
number of villagers to come forward
and offer their services for the benefit
of the community. We still need more
of you to help and have repeated the
appeal below: -

Emergency Plan
The Council is in the process of
producing an ‘Emergency Plan’ for the
village, which will enable us to remain
resilient in the event of a large, unusual

Julian Brooks –
an appreciation
Julian enjoyed his work on the
Parish Council and did it with
enthusiasm.
With his wife,
Margaret, he moved to Danbury
some 14 years ago to be near his
daughter and her family. He had
served on the Parish Council of
Lancing, and had been Chairman of
Adur District Council in Sussex. He
had every intention of keeping out of
local politics, but it was not long
before he was co-opted to serve on
the Council. He wanted things done
correctly, and yet he was a
pragmatist; he wanted to see the job
done and was frustrated when red
tape delayed things. Julian was a
great one for asking questions,
sometimes to the annoyance of
others on the committee, but he
usually had a good point to make. He
served on Facilities and Resources
Committees and was chairman of
the latter when he died so
unexpectedly.
Julian was born with poor sight and
poor hearing. His difficulties were
quite severe and he went to a special
school; his poor eyesight prevented
him from driving but not from getting
about the village on his trusty bike.
However, he was a fighter and was
determined to lead a full life so he
trained as a teacher, latterly specialising

or major incident affecting the village.
If you have any special skills that may
be of use or just want to offer your time
to make tea & coffee, please contact
Margaret Saunders the Parish Clerk

Parish Plan
We also undertook to review ‘The
Parish Plan’ after the original one had
been in place for five years. This period
of time is nearly with us and the village
(not the Parish Council) needs to carry
out that review. The team will have a
Julian Brooks

in children
with learning
difficulties.
Even
after
retirement he
helped
a
number
of
local children to overcome dyslexia
and other handicaps.
He helped Margaret through her
health difficulties as she suffered from
Leukaemia. Together, they enjoyed life
and took to cruises visiting various
parts of the world. They had enjoyed
caravanning, and when Margaret was
not up to towing, gave up their tourer
for a static van on Mersea, to which
they went as often as they could. He
was devastated when she died and
widower hood was forced upon him.
Julian was a great family man, and
loved his daughters, Steph and Hils,
their husbands and his three
grandchildren He even got to like
cooking, but never really enjoyed the
garden apart from sitting in it.
Julian had a strong Christian faith
and was an active member of Danbury
Mission. He was on the circuit to take
services in Methodist and United
Reformed Churches and a number of
congregations in the area will miss him.
He leaves a hole in the Parish
Council – his input will be greatly
missed.
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number of options open to them as to
how it should be carried out, including
undertaking a further survey to ensure
that your priorities have not changed
or if they have what they might be.
Again if you have any special skills or
just have an interest in the village and
it’s future and would like to help,
please contact Margaret Saunders. It
would be especially good to have some
young people as members of the team.

Drainage & Car Park Project
This project is ongoing and it is
hoped that the consultants will
have more detailed recommendations
including costs for some elements of
the project to go before Council
for approval or otherwise in the
near future.
Should Council decide to go ahead
with the recommendations the work
will need to be phased to take
advantage of the best growing seasons
and to ensure we maintain maximum
utilisation of the facilities.

Other Activities
Full Parish Council, Planning,
Environment, Resources and Facilities
Committees continued to meet
regularly during the year, as did a
number of sub groups and other
meetings. The dates of meeting are
published in advance (see the web site
and notice boards etc.) and members
of the public are very welcome to
attend and give us your views on any
item that affects the village or its
residents.
Reports
from
the
committees are included in this issue.

Thanks
As is usual my thanks go to all of
our staff Margaret, Liz, Ann & Robin
for all their hard work and support in
addition to my elected colleagues who
give so freely of their time for the
benefit of the village and those who
live in it – Thank you all Very Much.
Stuart Berlyn, Chairman.
www.danbury-essex.gov.uk

DANBURY
imes
Spring 2008

T

The magazine for the village of Danbury

Number 22

Environment...
I am Alan Keeler and have recently
taken on the chairmanship of
the Environment Committee. The
previous chairman, David Whiteing,
has reverted to the chair of Resources
on the untimely death of Julian Brooks.

Speeding
There has been considerable
discussion about the actual or perceived
speeds on Village roads, over and above
the official speed limits. We are assured
by the Police authorities that there is not
a problem but residents still think there
is. There are two possible courses of
action open to us: we can take part in a
Community Speed Watch in the village
and/or set up speed measuring strips
across specific roads where it is thought
excessive speeds occur.
If the
Community Speed watch is to
materialise at least 6 volunteers are
required to be trained in the official
procedures. This would provide a rota of
operatives for the scheme to work
successfully. The alternative using the
speed monitoring strips would need
Police co-operation. Research continues
on both suggestions and I will report on
findings in future Danbury Times.

Road Problems
The condition of the roads continues
to be a problem in some parts of the
village, with Essex County Council
stating there is no money available for
many of the problems put to them. If
residents see dangerous conditions
developing on any of our roads it would
be better if they write to Essex County
Council Highways direct, with a copy to
Parish Council as letters from individuals
seem to be more effective!

Hedges
A point I would also like to raise is
the destruction and general neglect of
hedges within the village. Over the past
few years some hedges have had
holes/gaps made in them for a variety of
reasons and this destroys their continuity
as corridors for wildlife. When no longer
required why not replant which would
improve the street scene and help
wildlife. Others have been replaced with

walls or fences which change the
“Country Feel” of the village to a more
urban landscape. The rural character of
the village is what attracts many people
to Danbury in the first place, so give
some thought to your hedges and
perhaps replant instead of removing
them. It would help to maintain the
pleasant ambience of the village.

Climate Change
We have received from “Defra”
(Department for Environment and
Rural Affairs), by way of Chelmsford
Borough Council a booklet entitled
“Ways to Tackle Climate Change”.
Apart from some general information on
climate change and how to take
advantage of it there some excellent
examples of what villages across the
country have done to combat the
problems and make their villages more
environmentally friendly. Most of the
points mentioned would save money in
the long term and should be of interest
to most people. We have set up a
Working Party of councillors to explore
the ideas and schemes that could be
applied to Danbury, with the aim of
making Danbury a “Greener” village. If
you have any ideas which you think may
be useful please contact the Parish Clerk.

Danbury Park A new
publication by Kate Felus
Two years ago Essex County Council
commissioned Kate Felus to research the
history of Danbury Park which has been a
feature of the Essex countryside for over
700 years. The booklet produced is
excellent with extensive information on
the landscaping, the purpose of the lakes
and the history of the estate. Whilst she
admits there are gaps in the history she
hopes this publication will stimulate others
to share their knowledge of the Park and its
history. Whilst on the subject of Danbury
Park the proposed Tea Room and Ranger’s
Office/ Information Centre has not
materialised and the building that was to
be used for the purpose has been sold off.
A missed opportunity there!!!!!!!!!!
Alan Keeler, Chairman, Environment
Committee
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Clerk’s Corner
Grants
The financial year 2007 – 2008 has
seen the Council awarded £7306 from
the Community Initiatives Fund
which has enabled the Council to
complete the works in the Children’s
Play Area including a new slide, six
swing barriers and two new entrance
gates to Dawson Memorial Field.
The Council has worked together
with Danbury Society to install a
permanent electricity supply on Eves
Corner so that the local churches will
be able to continue with the Annual
Carols around the Christmas Tree
Event. Financial support has been
received to the value of £2450 from
the Society.
A Medium Council’s Bursary has
also been received of £250 which has
been invaluable to help with training.
Two members of staff have been
awarded the Health and Safety in the
Workplace Certificate. Robin has
completed an updated Chainsaw
Course together with the Tractor
Course for which he received
excellent marks.
The Essex County Council
provided a grant of £126.54 for the
replacement
Hornbeam Tree at
Runsell Green which has been
planted in a central position.

Risk Assessment
A Risk Assessment regime has been
implemented to comply with current
legislation. Inspections of all Council
property are completed regularly.

Best Kept Village Competition
The Council entered the Best
Kept Village Competition and was
awarded the winning Place for Class I
of the Competition and the Petre
Trophy. This was due to the village
working together to not only improve
the appearance of the village but also
with the Parish Council producing a
new Footpaths Map in conjunction
with the Essex County Council and
Danbury Society. Together with the
Parish Council producing, printing
and circulating the Parish Action Plan
taken from the conclusions brought
from the residents of Danbury
through the Parish Plan.
A new Green Village Competition
is being launched in the spring of
2008. The Council is hoping to
launch a working party to see how the
Council can help to make Danbury a
greener village
www.danbury-essex.gov.uk
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Planning ApplicationsPublic Guidance Points.
Planning applications inevitably affect neighbours in one
way or another. Our planning committee meetings are
frequently attended by members of the public and very
pleased we are to see them there, taking an interest in
how our village develops. When the public are present
we always inform them of the rules governing what they
can say, how they must behave, and how the meeting will
proceed. This will continue to be the case, but it was
thought it might be useful to give wider coverage to the
members of the public guidance so they can be aware in
advance of attending a committee meeting.
Members of the public speak before we enter the main
agenda. After having spoken they may not speak again
unless invited by a member through the chair to make
clarification or add some material understanding to what
has already been said.
After members of the public have spoken we have a few
procedural agenda items to attend to before coming to the
applications to be heard. It is normal practice, and with the
committee’s permission, to bring forward an application or
applications in which any attending members of the public
have an interest, to the head of the list in order that those
attending are not unduly delayed and can leave if they so
wish after their item has been heard. Planning, like all
Parish Council committees is a public meeting and the
public are welcome to stay and listen to the rest of the
meeting if they so wish.
Members of the public are allowed 15 minutes in total to
make representations to the committee.
Where members of the public present wish to speak on
more than one application the 15 minutes available will be
apportioned between the respective applications.
It is always beneficial if individual speakers confine their
comments to no more than two minutes.
If several of the public present wish to speak on the same
application it will help if they appoint a spokesperson and
thus avoid covering the same ground a number of times.
Members of the public must always give their full name
and address.
They must say what application they are interested in
and whether they are interested in making comments in
support of, or opposing the application.
Comments made to the committee can only refer to
material planning considerations; eg: Scale or massing in
relation to the prevailing street scene or disharmony with
www.danbury-essex.gov.uk

the character and landscape of an area; environmental
considerations; non-conformance with Chelmsford
Borough Council (CBC) Supplementary Planning
Guidance (SPG) such as roof extensions or side extensions
or emerging Local Development Framework (LDF) policies.
The committee cannot consider issues such as eg: I don’t
like the design; it will affect the value of my property or
there will be children playing in the garden.
However strongly you may feel please confine your
comments to material planning considerations. The
committee cannot comment on, and is not willing to hear,
issues relating to personal differences between members of
the public and CBC.
Danbury Parish Council is a Statutory Consultee; we
cannot approve or refuse an application, but we do make
considered comments to CBC Planning and Building
Control Services who, as the Principal Local Authority, are
vested with the responsibility for approving or refusing an
application.
When attending a committee meeting you will be
reminded to always make written representation to CBC
regarding the application in which you have an interest.
Communication can be made either in writing or on-line
via the Borough website www.chelmsfordbc.gov.uk click on
Planning and Building Control.
Please copy any representations you make to CBC to the
Parish Council so that we are always aware of local
sentiment regarding any particular application.
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NOW HAVE YOUR SAY.
Arthur Allen, Chairman of Planning Committee
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DANBURY SPORTS & SOCIAL CENTRE
RECEPTION
In conjunction with Lifestyle Fitness, we are looking to
undertake a re-design of the reception area and lower
ground floor toilets. Plans have been prepared which
include extending the entrance to enable easier access for
wheel chair users. However, we understand that planning
permission is required for this development.
The work will include:
● New extended entrance with electric doors
● New ceiling and rendered walls
● New lighting
● New reception desk
● New vinyl flooring or ceramic tiles
● Air conditioning with both heating & cooling in the
reception
● Re-design and refurbishment of male, female &
disabled toilets on the lower ground floor.
When it is complete it will look fantastic!!
COME & JOIN OUR ‘NIFTY AT FIFTY’ CLUB
This new Club started on Monday 21st January 2008.
You can participate in a variety of sports including
badminton, table tennis, carpet bowls, snooker, mini
tennis, etc followed by refreshments in our relaxing
bar/lounge.
If you are interested in joining our Club please come
along on a Monday afternoon from 2-4pm.
Please don’t hesitate to give us a call on 01245 224515
or check out our website www.danburysportscentre.co.uk
for more information.

PARISHES
TRANSPORTATION
GROUP
The Parishes Transportation Group is made up
of Boreham, Danbury,
Hatfield Peverel, Heybridge,
Langford & Ulting, Little
Baddow, Maldon and
Wickham Bishops. It was
originally started by Hatfield
Peverel because of their
traffic problems. It was
quickly decided to join
forces with neighbouring
parishes
with
traffic
problems,
forming
a
lobbying group to try and
raise awareness for the
necessity for a by-pass from
Maldon to the A12.
Although Government
guidelines say ‘infrastructure
before growth,’ this doesn’t
seem to be the case and
Danbury and surrounding

Parishes which are bearing
the impact of ‘Growth
before
infrastructure’!
This
area,
in
the
Government‘s eye is not a
designated growth area, so
unfortunately the Maldon
A12 by-pass is not, at the,
moment going to be in the
10 year plan. The groups
concerned have been
asked by highways, to
havesome ideas for short
term plans to improve
road safety and keep traffic
moving, however The
Transportation Group will
not
give
up
the
original aim which is to
lobby for a by-pass from
Maldon to the A12.
Councillor, Jacki Wells

Knowing your Councillors
Alan Keeler
I moved to Danbury in 1967
from Great Baddow with my
wife and 3 children.
I
originally
came
from
Chingford-East London, by
way of Chingford Hatch,
Buckhurst Hill and Hatfield
Broad Oak. On the way I
met my wife, Pat, and we had 3 children by the time
we arrived in Danbury. We had “found” Danbury,
with it’s commons and Country Park, on one of our
many forays into the Essex Countryside and had
decided it would be a good place to live. When a
suitable house became available we bought it and
moved in.

Over the years we have been here I have been involved
with the Anti-Bypass campaign and the Danbury Society, of
which I was Chairman for a few years. With the constant
threat of development within and without the village I
became interested in planning matters and attended several
of the Parish Council planning committee meetings.
Eventually it was suggested I become a Parish Councillor,
which I did in 1991. I have continued to be a member of the
Planning Committee, being its Chairman for several years,
and of the Environmental Committee, of which I am
presently Chairman.
I would like to continue to keep the Village as an
identifiable community separated from the nearby towns,
maintaining and enhancing the rural environment for the
benefit of all the inhabitants of Danbury.
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Financial Report
Following the death of Julian Brooks I have once again
assumed the chair of the Resources Committee. I had
always felt that Julian had wanted to take on the chair of
this committee and was pleased that he did achieve this,
even though it was for a very short time, and as
mentioned elsewhere, he will be missed.
This year I will talk about the auditing that our accounts
have to go through before they reach you. The first stage is
an independent internal audit undertaken by Heelis and
Lodge, who audit a number of Parish Councils. I quote just
one comment from their report just issued “A thorough and
well thought out budget was approved by the full council.
Budgets are prepared by committee and were considered by
the Resources Committee on 22 November 2006 with a
proposed precept request being put before the full council.
There were no matters of concern found regarding the
budgetary process. Budgets are monitored regularly
throughout the year through the Resources Committee”. At
the end of our financial year an external audit was
undertaken by Lubbock Fine auditors appointed by the

Audit Commission. Some of the major items of expenditure
in the year to 31st March 2007 were:
● Grassland harrow, aerator and sprayer £6,834
● Digital Projector & screen for the Parish Office to show
planning applications £1,055
● Hearing loop for Parish Office £1,090.
● New play equipment and goal posts £8,192. Diesel tank
£1,000.
For the coming year we have kept the Precept increase to
5%. However as we have had to find £20,000 for Sports &
Social Centre repairs we cannot also add to our car park reserve
fund, so this will be put back by one year. It was felt that we
now have enough money in the Drainage and Car Park
Reserve Fund, currently standing at £62,000, to be able to
proceed with the project. The Public Works Loan Board loan
for the Sports & Social centre (our mortgage) will finish this
year after 20 years and will save us £17,000, but as you can see,
this year it is going towards the repairs to the centre, and for a
number of years thereafter will finance the car parks project.
David Whiteing,
Chairman of Resources Committee

Parish Council Expenses 2006-2007

Parish Council Income 2006-2007
Rents
£33,330

Other £3,071

Interest
£2,754

Brought Forward
(Reserves &
Earmarked Funds)
£69,252

Carried Forward
Administration

£33,195

£65,326

Grants
£8,250
Grants &
Donations

Earmarked
Funds
TOTAL
£267,657

TOTAL
267,657

£56,342

£3,730
Capital
Projects
£21,842

Other
£630
Precept
£151,000

Running Costs
£55,065

Danbury Meeting Point.
The club for retired gentlemen was
founded 16 years ago and has met
monthly ever since. Numbers declined
two years ago but we have now built the
club back up to an attendance between 20
and 30, which enables us to expand the
range and quality of our speakers. We
have 24 committed members, and 28
occasional visitors, all of whom are kept in
touch with a regular newsletter on paper
and by e-mail. There are statistically
about 300 retired men in Danbury, with
www.danbury-essex.gov.uk

about 20 newly retired every year, and we
have contact with about 90. Our
problem is that we have no easy way of
knowing who is retired and therefore have
to ask you to contact us. We do not mind
keeping you in touch by newsletter even if
you cannot attend meetings regularly, one
day there might be something that
interests you. You might also be able to
bring an interesting talk to us, hobby,
interest or holiday; many members have
done so already. We meet on the second
page 7

Loan Repayments
£26,670
Advertising & Publicity £4,857

Wednesday of each month at 2pm, usually
in the hall of the United Reformed
Church, except for the annual barbecue
and outing. Some subjects planned this
year yet to come are Pot Pouri of Essex
Heritage, Voyage of the Vikings, The Land
of the Rising Sun, Steam behind the
Bamboo Curtain. So please send me
your name and address, or even better an
e-mail address, and we will keep you in
touch with our activities.
David Whiteing, Chairman,
27 Danbury Vale, CM3 4LA. Tel: 225379.
E-mail DJWhiteing@aol.com.
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Danbury Youth Club
Now open every Thursday
from 7 – 9 pm at the Youth Centre,
Main Road, Danbury, next Library
Danbury Youth Club welcomes young people aged
13 to 16 as members, simply obtain a membership
form by calling in when the club is open, or
phone Martin on 07968 739758.
FREE no charges for either membership or activities.
Activities will vary each Thursday, and will include sports
and outings in summer months. If sufficient demand,
we will hold sports sessions at the Community Centre.
Pool, Table Tennis, Card, Board and Computer
games always available. CD’s, DVD’s played.

Helpers needed!
To maintain opening every Thursday for local young people, we need
more helpers available on a rota basis. Even 2 hours a month could
make a big difference. If you think you could help, call in or contact
Tessa on 07774 048047.
*If unable to open any specific week, notices will be posted outside the Youth Centre and Village Hall

The Danbury Policing team

New non-emergency telephone number for Essex Police

0300 333 444
www.danbury-essex.gov.uk
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Danbury Bowling Club
2007 saw Danbury Bowling Club
celebrate their 75th Anniversary,
and they did it in style. President
Liz Adams oversaw the most
successful playing season in the
Club’s history. The men’s teams
were champions of the Chelmsford
& District League Divisions 3 and
5, and the Division 3 team won the
prestigious Marconi KO cup. In
the Central Mid-week mixed
league, teams C & B also
celebrated success in winning their
respective 1st and 4th divisions.
As well as the competitive league
competitions the Club played the usual
round of friendly matches against local
clubs and one very enjoyable match,
despite the rain, against the Royal
Household at Windsor Castle. As part
of the 75th anniversary celebrations
several special events were held which
included matches against the local
leagues and Essex County B A, group 3
representative teams. All of these
games were hugely successful and the
Club was congratulated on its
hospitality and quality of the facilities.
The season concluded with the
usual presentation luncheon, held at
the Warren Golf Club, at which we
were very pleased to be presented with
an inscribed glass goblet to
commemorate our 75th anniversary by
the Danbury Parish Council Chairman
Stuart Berlyn

The new season starts on April the
19th and we are hoping it will be just as
successful. The Club is always looking
to welcome new members and have an
open invitation weekend planned for
May 17/18th of May. (see advert)
Gordon Bird Chairman
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Facilities Committee

We are waiting for our consultants
to advise on what work needs to be
done on our car parks. The
playing fields are largely organised
as a lot of the aeration, seeding
and sanding is being done by
Robin Dickens, our groundsman.
Contractors will be brought in for
work Robin cannot fit in or does
not have the equipment to carry
out. The car parks need a detailed
design and when it is presented,
the Council will have to decide
how much work we can undertake
and how we will fund it.
Another task is repairs needed for
the Sports and Social Centre. The
budget allows for £20, 000 to be
spent, but part of this is upgrading
rather than straight repair, for
example, the guttering is being

replaced to avoid the need for
periodic re-painting.
New maps are being printed for
display in the car parks which will
show visitors the footpaths within the
parish. They look attractive, so please
respect them.
Work is being carried out on any
trees on Parish property which
appear to be dangerous or in need of
attention. It is amazing just how
many trees we have and we do
want to maintain them in good
condition so they can be enjoyed for
years to come.
The gate at the entrance to
Dawson Field near Eves Corner has
been replaced by a self closing high
visibility yellow one. A second gate
has been erected to close a gap
further along.

Robin is delighted with his new
tractor which has just had its first
service and cured a few teething
problems which we hope will help
with the new maintenance regime A
new tree, a Hornbeam, has been
planted at Runsell Green. The seat
that was round the old one will be
removed and used elsewhere.
We have been asked to consider
supplying a youth shelter. One is
available from the Borough Council
free of charge, but there are still
questions, to be answered Where to
put it? Will we get planning
permission? How do we finance the
installation?
Derick Hawkins
Chairman of Facilities

Danbury
Policing Team
In December & January there was a spate of damage and
nuisance in the Pedlars Path and Jubilee Rise area.
People had been tormented by a number of youths who
had also caused damage by way of a large amount of
graffiti. Seven people have been arrested for this and it is
still being investigated. The elderly have felt especially
vulnerable to this. Why should anyone have to put up
with it? My attitude is that we will deal with yobbish
behaviour positively.
The problems with youths follow on from the advice I
gave in my last article. There is a large responsibility on
parents. Do you really know where your child is and what
they are up to? Believe me it can come as a shock when Police
come knocking at the door to arrest your child.
Every two months Police meet with local representatives
at a NAP (Neighbourhood Action Panel). The meeting
consists of Council members, the general public,
Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinators and a youth
representative from Sandon School who lives in Danbury.
www.danbury-essex.gov.uk

At that meeting we discuss what has been happening and
what should be our collective priorities.
The last meeting was on 20th February 2008 and the
focus was on providing a Youth Shelter. Police and Council
have been liaising since then and I understand progress has
been made with regards to funding.
The Danbury Policing team is primarily PC 70640 Evans
and Pc 70921 Cordey with support of PCSO’s. We can be
contacted with any information on 07711 147 171 (or by the
usual means if an emergency).
PC Perry Land
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Danbury Medical Centre
Update on premises
Progress continues to be made on our planned new
premises. We are hopeful of getting planning permission
by the end of June/July (though one never knows with
these things!). You may have seen various people out
doing surveys both of the field and also of traffic flows
near our current surgery and of the new site. These are
all critical stages and it is essential that the road planning
side works well. As soon as we get further news, we
willtogether with the Parish Council organise another
village event to get feedback on the plans. All the
partners want to thank everyone for the fantastic support
we have received for the new site.

a fantastic support for both doctors and patients alike and
will be very much missed. We are very fortunate though
to have found excellent replacements, partly within the
practice but also with medical secretaries with experience
in hospitals as well as in primary care. I will plan over the
next few issues to introduce some of the administrative
and management staff, as well as our reception and
dispensary staff, who all play such an important part of
running a successful surgery.
Dr Caroline Dollery

Practice Based Commissioning
One of the main purposes of a bigger surgery will be to
enable further services provided locally, based on the
needs of our patients. The great success of having Mr
Goodfellow coming to the practice to carry out
gynaecology sessions has proved the value, both to us as
doctors and to the patients, The speed of access and the
value of training up the GPs in the practice is very much
valued. We also have a psychiatrist, Dr Acharrya,
carrying out all his outpatient appointments for our
patients in the practice and we want to further develop
this model of care. On our priority list for the new
surgery will be pain clinic, rheumatology and
dermatology, all of which are currently based in
Broomfield, St Peters or St Johns.

Staff
We have seen the retirement of Elaine, our valued
and popular secretary, just recently. She has always been

NEIGHBOURHOOD ACTION PANEL
The Neighbourhood Action Panel,
known as NAP, has been mentioned
elsewhere in the Danbury Times,
you may wish to know what it is. It
is a recent initiative by the police to
involve the local community by
forming a local group to bring
comments,
suggestions
and
initiatives to the attention of the
local police team. It exists all over
the UK although the word Panel is

often replaced by the words Plan,
Group or Team. Our local Panel
consists of invited residents from
the Neighbourhood Watch, Parish
Council, publicans, care home
wardens, school representatives,
young people and others who could
contribute views and opinions and
covers Danbury, Little Baddow
and Sandon, usually meeting in
Sandon School. It is an unminuted
page 10

meeting with no powers (yet).
I
attend
with
two
hats,
Neighbourhood Watch and Parish
Council. I have spent several
hours searching the net to find how
and with what authority these
panels have been set up, and have
not been successful.
David Whiteing,
Danbury Neighbourhood Watch
Co-ordinator.
www.danbury-essex.gov.uk
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Being a good neighbour in Danbury
Bonfires – Welcome to the third
article in the series: ‘Being a good
neighbour in Danbury’ which is
included in Danbury Times to
satisfy requirement Environment 14
of the Danbury Action Plan 2006;
in this edition the subject is
bonfires. Many of us will probably
admit there is something about a
good ‘burn up’ that is mysteriously
satisfying. Bonfires used correctly
can be an effective means of
disposal for garden waste; however,
inconsiderate use can generate a
significant nuisance. Response to
the Parish Plan survey showed that
22.4% of residents suffered
nuisance from bonfires. The main
question we should be asking
ourselves is ‘Do I really need a
bonfire to get rid of waste’? In
today’s world of re-cycling and reuse almost everything that would
ordinarily be burnt can be disposed
of in an alternative environmentally
friendly manner. Bonfires can be
smelly, intrusive and depending on
what you are burning, possibly
toxic. During fine weather people
like to have their windows open, it is
no fun to suddenly have your house
filled with fumes and smoke from a
bonfire. Bonfire smoke can ruin a
line full of washing, spoil new
paintwork and be problematical for
children, people with breathing
difficulties and those with heart
problems. Even a small bonfire will
contribute to the overall level of air
pollution. Why make it worse with a
bonfire when there are readily
available alternatives? The advent
of community re-cycling, brown
bins and easy access to the Civic
Amenity Site at Drovers Road,
mean there are convenient, easy
alternatives to burning.
Air quality is monitored by the
Department for Environment, Food,
and Rural Affairs (Defra) who provide
an air pollution index on a regional

basis via their freephone bulletin
service (0800 556677) Information
about the responsible use of bonfires is
contained in the leaflet ‘Bonfires’
published by Chelmsford Borough
Council, Strategic Housing and
the Environment. Copies are available
from the Borough Council and on the
Council’s
website
www.chelmsfordbc.gov.uk
● Inform neighbours beforehand if
you intend having a bonfire.
● Only burn dry material.
● Instruct contractors such as
builders, landscapers and fencers to
remove waste material from site
rather than allowing them to burn
it in situ. When agreeing contracts
for such services ensure that removal
from site for environmentally
friendly disposal is included.
● Under
the
Environmental
Protection Act 1990, a statutory
nuisance includes smoke, fumes or
gases “emitted from premises so as
to be prejudicial to health or a
nuisance”, and can include
nuisance created by bonfires.
● Under
the
Highways
(Amendment) Act 1986 anyone
lighting a fire and allowing smoke
to drift across a road faces a fine if
it endangers traffic. Contact the
police if this is the case.
page 11

● Never burn household rubbish,
rubber
tyres,
or
anything
containing plastic, foam, or paint.
● Never use an accelerant of any
description eg: paraffin or petrol to
light a bonfire.
● Avoid lighting a fire in unsuitable
weather conditions – smoke hangs
in the air on damp, still days and in
the evening. Avoid burning when
the wind will carry the smoke over
roads or into other people’s property.
● Avoid burning at weekends and on
bank holidays when people want to
enjoy their gardens.
● Avoid burning when the air
pollution index is “moderate” (4-6)
or “high to very high” (7-10). (See
freephone number above).
● Never leave a fire unattended or
leave it to smoulder – douse it with
water if necessary.
Better still don’t have a bonfire
at all – re-cycle and use the civic
amenity sites instead.
Chelmsford Borough provide
re-cycling containers such as boxes
and sacks please secure them to
prevent the contents being blown
all over the village on windy days.
Councillor, Arthur Allen
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The Club is holding an open weekend for any person
wishing to try their hand at Lawn Bowls
All you need is a pair of flat soled shoes we will supply
the bowls and tuition

Farleigh

Make a date in May
Saturday 17th 10.30am to 4.00pm
Sunday 18th 1.30 to4.30pm

Providing hospice care in MidEssex. With your help we raised
£10,209.44 in 2007. Thank you for
all your support

The “Green” is situated on the third level of the sports
field below the Car Park

If you have never tried, now is the time

PLANT SALE Saturday
May 10th 9am-1pm

Printed by Maldon Printing Company Ltd. Design and Artwork Tressider Associates

The Danbury Players

Open Gardens

Danbury Players proudly present
"A Murder is Announced"

Sunday June 8th
Contact Margaret Axon
for further details
01245 222674

by Agatha Christie. Join us for an evening
of intrigue and suspense at Danbury Village
Hall, Eves Corner, from Thursday 29th to
Saturday 31st May at 8.00pm.
Box Office: 07774 046925.

St John The
Baptist Church

Danbury and Little Baddow
Horticultural Society
Summer Show Saturday July 12th
Autumn Flower Show Saturday
13th September

Danbury Society Annual
Art Exhibition 29th - 31st Aug
www.danbury-essex.gov.uk
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An open Invitation

ut ● O
u
t
an
abo

Danbury Bowling Club
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On Sat. 26th April from 9am- 1pm.
Equipment available from lower car park
Mayes Lane. Do you, or could you clear
your area with a litter-picker stick?
If so, please contact Caroline Lambert.
Tel 01245 224661
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The annual “Clean-up Day”
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Spring 2008

SUMMER FAYRE
21st June 12-4pm
The Parish Office is usually open Monday to Friday
from 9.15am to 1pm. It is situated between the
bowling and tennis clubs. The ramp from Mayes Lane
car park leads down to it.
Parish Office, Lower Playing Field, Mayes Lane
CM3 4NJ Tel: 225111 Fax: 226798
E-mail: parish.council@danbury-essex.gov.uk
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