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his time last year the Council
was facing a period of time
without a ‘Parish Clerk’ and the

implications that would bring. I am very
pleased to report that our new clerk
Margaret joined us soon after the start of
the financial year and having very
quickly ‘got her feet under the table’
provides us with experience, advice 
and guidance.

Margaret who is a qualified clerk has
ensured that your Council continues to
modernise and develop further into the
‘Quality’ Council that it is.

For many years the Council has had
insufficient human resources to provide the
village with the high standards of service
that you and the Council have come to
expect. This has been resolved with the
appointment of Mary Moss to the post of
‘Assistant Clerk – Facilities’. Mary
complements both Margaret and Elisabeth
Blyth (Assistant Clerk – Planning) who has
been a stalwart of the Council for a number
of years and I wish to thank them all for
their hard work and dedication to Danbury.

The benefits of additional staff are
already being seen e.g. play area fencing, Risk
Assessments being completed, grants being
obtained to reduce costs to the tax payer.

For many years the ‘Dawson Field’
element of the village has suffered from
poor drainage and even worse car park
facilities. This year the Council has
established a ‘Drainage & Car Park’ fund
with the intention of eventually carrying out
the work required to improve the facilities.
The costs are yet to be determined, however,
with assistance from Chelmsford Borough
Council (which we greatly appreciate) work
has commenced on putting together a
project plan and we will need to appoint a
professional adviser to ensure we receive a
quality job whilst gaining ‘Value for Money’.

An informal survey has been done as to
who uses the car parks and why. This will
help inform the Council when considering
future plans.

The summer saw the closure of the A414
for all the resurfacing and improvement
works that were carried out by Essex County
Council. Clearly, the village is now a safer
place to drive and walk around. My thanks
go to ECC – Highways Department for
their help and support during this difficult
time. I also thank ‘The Village’ and in
particular our traders who experienced
massive reductions in trade as a result. It
was quite clear that without the passing
trade that the A414 brings to them, many
would not be able to survive to continue
ensuring that ‘Danbury’ as a village is
sustainable and that we have the benefits
their businesses provide.

December saw your Council hold a
public meeting to consider Chelmsford
Borough Council’s options for their
‘Planning Framework’. Derek Stebbing –
Planning Policy Manager for the Borough
Council gave an informed and valuable
presentation on the options and answered
questions from the floor. He then left the
meeting to enable the residents to express
their views and give guidance to the
Council. The Council’s response was agreed
with all present at the meeting and
subsequently submitted to Chelmsford
Borough Council for consideration. My
thanks go to Derek.

Whilst the above are some of the key
issues dealt with during the year and space is
limited, the Council’s routine business
continued throughout the year, Full Parish
Council, Planning, Environment, Resources

and Facilities committees met regularly, as
did a number of sub groups and meetings
with all sorts of organisations. The dates of
meetings are published in advance (see the
web site and notice boards etc.) and members
of the public are very welcome to attend and
give us your views on any item that affects the
village or its residents. Reports from the
committees are included in this issue.

In February of each year I host an
informal social evening with staff, councillors,
their partners and a few invited guests who
have contributed to village life during the
previous year. This is my opportunity to say
‘Thank You’ to them for all the time and
effort  they have put in to making ‘Danbury’
the superb place it is to live.

The Council would not be able to
perform to the high standards it does
without the dedication of my fellow
councillors, all of whom are unpaid
volunteers (we do not claim any allowances)
and give freely of their skills, knowledge and
time, on behalf of the village – Thank You.

You can see on this page a picture of
Margaret being presented with  certificates by
Jenny Tolhurst, a village resident who this
year has been ‘High Sheriff of Essex’, another
volunteer giving freely of her time –
Congratulations and ‘Thank You’.

The certificates were won by Robin (our
groundsman) for the high standard of our
playing fields. He has been rewarded in this
way every year since joining the Council,
regrettably due to family health problems he
was unable to attend the event to receive the
certificates himself – Robin – ‘Well done &
thanks’. Robin is the only full time employee
of the Council and does a superb job.

I would also like to take this opportunity
to invite you all to the Council’s Annual
Parish Meeting, details of which you will
find inside. This year we have interesting
and important speakers.

Spring is on the way and you may be
reading this during your Easter break, we
wish you all a Happy Easter holiday.

Chairman’s Review of the Year

T

Stuart Berlyn
Chairman.
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E-mail: max.telling@danbury-essex.gov.uk
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John Alexander  P John Bowen  E

Roy Chandler  P Barry Coe  F

Phillip Watts  P Chris Tressider
(Publicity)

Margaret Saunders
Parish Clerk

Elisabeth Blyth
Assistant Clerk, Planning

Mary Moss
Assistant Clerk, Facilities

Robin Dickens
Groundsman

YOUR LOCAL MP
John Whittingdale OBE MP Tel: 01621 855663
c/o 120B High Street, 
Maldon CM9 7ET
E-mail: jwhittingdale.mp@tory.org.uk

YOUR COUNTY COUNCILLOR
Peter Martin Tel: 223624
Longwood Chase, Little Baddow CM3 4AU
E-mail: Cllr.Peter.Martin@essexcc.gov.uk

YOUR BOROUGH COUNCILLORS
Christopher Kingsley Tel: 223744
97 Main Road,  CM3 4DL
E-mail: c.kingsley@chelmsford.gov.uk
Bob Shepherd Tel: 223709
2 Chase Cottage, Riffhams Chase
Little Baddow CM3 4AU
E-mail: b.shepherd@chelmsford.gov.uk
Ian Wright Tel: 226289
Farm Cottage, Sporhams Lane, 
CM3 4AJ 
E-mail: i.wright@chelmsford.gov.uk
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DATES OF MEETINGS
FOR 2006:

JANUARY
Monday 9 Planning
Wednesday 11 Environment
Wednesday 18 Resources
Monday 23 Planning
Wednesday 25 Parish Council

FEBRUARY
Wednesday 1 Facilities
Monday 6 Planning
Monday 20 Planning
Wednesday 22 Resources

MARCH
Monday 6 Planning
Wednesday 8 Environment 
Wednesday 15 Facilities
Monday 20 Planning
Wednesday 22 Resources
Wednesday 29 Parish Council

APRIL
Monday 3 Planning
Wednesday 12 Environment
Monday 24 Planning
Wednesday 26 Resources

MAY
Wednesday 3 Facilities
Monday 8 Planning
Wednesday 10   APM
Wednesday 17   Parish Council
Monday 22 Planning
Wednesday 31 Resources

JUNE
Monday 5 Planning
Wednesday 14 Facilities 
Monday 19 Planning
Wednesday 28 Resources

JULY
Monday 3 Planning
Wednesday 12 Facilities
Monday 17 Planning
Wednesday 19 Resources
Wednesday 26 Parish Council
Monday 31 Planning
AUGUST NO MEETINGS
SEPTEMBER

Monday 4 Planning
Wednesday 6 Environment
Wednesday 13 Facilities
Wednesday 20 Resources
Monday 25 Planning
Wednesday 27 Parish Council
OCTOBER

Wednesday 4 Parish Council
Monday 9 Planning
Wednesday 18 Environment
Monday 23 Planning
Wednesday 25 Resources
NOVEMBER

Monday 6 Planning
Wednesday 8 Facilities Budget
Wednesday 15 Facilities Budget
Monday 20 Planning
Wednesday 22 Resources Budget
Wednesday 29 Parish Council

DECEMBER
Monday 4 Planning
Wednesday 6 Environment
Wednesday 13 Facilities
Monday 18 Planning
Tuesday 19 Resources
Wednesday 20   Eves Corner

Carols (tbc)

page 2 www.danbury-essex.gov.uk
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All DanburAll Danbury Residentsy Residents
are invited to attend the

Annual Parish Meeting
On Wednesday 10th May

at the Sports and Social Centre
Tea, coffee and biscuits available 
from 7.15 pm.
Meeting starts at 8pm.
Introduction from the Chairman
Stuart Berlyn.
Guest speakers:
Police Superintendent Tim Stokes
Crime Prevention Officer Ray Stannard 

Annual Parish Meeting 5th May 2004
Summary of minutes

WELCOME
After welcoming over 120 members, Borough

Councillors, Representatives of various village clubs
and societies, the Chairman introduced principle
speakers Derek Stebbing Planning Policy Manager,
David Green Director, Building & Planning Control
Services both of Chelmsford Borough Council and 
Julie Martyn Essex County Council.

Planning and Development Policies

Derek Stebbing
● Explained the new Local Development Framework

(LDF) which is a suite of planning policy documents for
the Borough which is being prepared in response to
Government policy and new legislation. This new
framework will eventually replace existing Local Plan.

● The Draft East of England Regional Plan had identified
Chelmsford as a key centre for development and
transport.

● Transport is the responsibility of Essex County Council
who are considering the new railway station and the
need for a NE bypass of Chelmsford.

● On conclusion of the presentation residents raised
points and asked questions from the floor.

Chairman’s Report
● The Chairman reported on the Parish Council’s

activities in the last year, the publishing of the Parish
Plan and the receipt of awards for the upkeep of the
Playing Fields and the Danbury Times

● Paid tribute to the former Clerk Theresa Byles who had
moved to be Town Clerk at Maldon.

● Welcomed the new Clerk Margaret Saunders.
● Drew particular attention to the attainment of Quality

Council status.
● Thanked all Councillors and Staff for their support over

the last year.
● Reminded all residents are entitled to attend all

meetings of the Parish Council and Committees.

Report by Chairman of Resources Committee
Councillor Whiteing presented the audited accounts for

the financial year 2003/2004 and said that full copies were
available at the meeting together with draft accounts for
2004/2005. No objections were raised.

Conclusion
On completion of formal business members of the

public were invited to ask questions. Points raised included
The Parish precept in recent years, The Parish Council’s
donation to the Farleigh Hospice Appeal, the continuing
presence of the Kebab Van in the Main Road car park and
problems caused to pedestrians and other vehicles by
HGVs parking opposite to Tesco Express store. The
meeting closed at 10.30pm.
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Keep your eyes open for
those yellow planning
application notices tied to
a lamp post or other item
of street furniture in 
your neighbourhood. TThhee
nnoott iicceess   mmaayy  bbee   tthhee
oonnllyy  wwaarrnniinngg  yyoouu  wwiill ll
ggeett   ooff   aa   pp llaannnniinngg
aapppplliiccaattiioonn  tthhaatt  mmaayy
aaffffeecctt  yyoouu.. The Borough
Council will not issue a site
notice if all adjoining
neighbours can be
contacted by letter. You
will only receive written
notification of a planning
application which may
affect you or your property

if you are an immediate
neighbour, perhaps if you
live directly opposite and if
the application affects the
street frontage, or if you
have objected to a previous
similar application at 
the same property.   Unless
you endlessly peruse the
website of Building &
Planning Control Services
the first knowledge you
will have is when building
work starts by then it will
be too late. The Borough
position although legally
sound assumes that
because you are not a
directly adjoining neighbour
you have no interest in an
application 2 doors away,
or on the character of your
local neighbourhood.

Plans for all planning

applications in the Parish of
Danbury can be viewed at
the Parish Office.  Don’t
assume that just because an
application has been
withdrawn or refused in the
past the same outcome will
again prevail.  A revised
application will often be the
result of discussions with
planning officers and
include modifications to
earlier non-compliances.  It
is very important that where
objections are still held they
are communicated to the
Borough Building and
Planning Control Services
for all revised applications
that affect you, not just the
original application.  Your
Parish Council Planning
Committee has received a
number of adverse
comments about applications
subsequent to approvals
being given and on which
the Committee raised
objections.  Unfortunately
objections were either not
made to the Borough by
residents or not copied to
the Parish Council for
information.  The Planning
Committee was therefore
unable to reinforce its own
comment with the weight of
local opinion.  

Readers are reminded to
always make their views on
an application known to the
Borough and copy their
comment to the Parish
Council so we can be aware
of local sentiment.  Please
also copy your letters to the 3
elected Borough Councillors
for our village and enlist
their support if possible.  It
would certainly appear that
residents are giving voice to

their concerns (shared by 
the Committee) at the
apparently inconsistent
approach of planning officers
to very similar applications.
Come to the Committee
meeting at which an
application affecting you will
be discussed and speak to

the Committee in person,
for or against; we meet
fortnightly on a Monday
evening at 8:00pm in the
Parish Office, see page 2 for
dates. It’s your village and
your voice so make it heard.

I have now settled into my
role as Clerk to Danbury
Parish Council and am
enjoying pursuing projects
and bringing them to
fruition.

I thought residents might
like to know that the Parish
Council Records from 1894,
when the Council began,
until 1994 have been handed
over to the Essex Records
Office in Chelmsford for
safekeeping.  These include:
Minutes, Correspondence,
Overseers Statements and
Financial Documentation.
If you require to read any 
of this information please
contact Essex Records Office
telephone 01245 244644.

Many villagers may not
realise the extent of the
Parish Council’s responsi-
bility within the village.  As
well as The Dawson
Memorial Field, the follow-
ing areas are maintained

and owned by the Parish
Council; small area of land
next to “The Chantry”, Elm
Green, Runsell Green, and
a small area of land at “Copt
Hill”. The Parish Council
also maintains Eves Corner
and Griffin Meadow although
the land is not in its owner-
ship. There is also an area of
Lingwood Common in
Trust ownership. 

The Parish Council 
is responsible for nine 
allotments within Danbury
which have been fully 
cultivated for many years and
currently have a waiting list
of six people.  There are fifty
three Glebe Allotments
which have a waiting list of
twelve people, and the
Landisdale Charity also has
thirty allotments which are
fully subscribed and have a
waiting list of four.

page 4 www.danbury-essex.gov.uk

Planning Make Your Voice Heard

Margaret Saunders

Parish Office, Lower Playing Field, Mayes Lane
CM3 4NJ Tel: 225111 Fax: 226798  
E-mail: parish.council@danbury-essex.gov.uk

The Parish Office is usually open Monday to Friday
from 9.15am to 1pm. It is situated between the 
bowling and tennis clubs. The ramp from Mayes Lane
car park leads down to it.

Margaret Saunders
Clerk to the Parish Council

Arthur Allen Chairman of
Planning Committee
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s usual these accounts will be more than 
a year old by the time you receive your copy
of the Danbury Times. This year I am

presenting the accounts in a pie chart format which
show the various percentages of the Council’s Income
and Expenditure. More detailed information can be
seen at the Parish Office.

Notable items of expenditure were:-
Sports and Social Centre for new doors 
& CC TV £9,210
Payments for the tractor                          £3,221   
Additional groundsman’s equipment     £1,400

The Council is obliged to hold a reserve of £25,000
which is carried forward year on year. In fact we brought
forward £43,000 and carried forward to 2005-2006
£60,000 which includes earmarked funds for capital
projects not undertaken in the year for which they 
were budgeted.

You will have noticed on the pie chart that the 
loan payments on the Sports & Social Centre and
groundsman’s shed  are 13% of our expenses £26,670.  We
are now within two years of paying off the loan on the

Sports and Social Centre but I anticipate that the Parish
Council will want to improve our car parks and drainage
before you see any reflection in your Council Tax. Your
Councillors freely give of their time and the figure of £58
travel expenses represents expenses in attending courses.
Give them your support and thanks.

Before setting the Precept, Resources Committee
reviews the budgets presented by the committees for the
coming year. This done we can then set the Precept.

For the coming year the Council has raised the Precept by
8.3% equal to £12,000, whilst large in percentage terms in
monetary terms around 6p per week for each resident.  As
our Parish Chairman has reported (on page 1) we have
recently increased our Parish Office staffing which has
already saved us money as reported by the Chairman of
Facilities Committee (on page 6). General inflation accounts
for around £4,000 whilst insurance always increases faster
than inflation as our capital programmes purchase more
items that need insuring. We now have to pay additional
insurance for items such as new bus shelters given to us
through the recent A414 improvements. What we cannot
forsee is additional expenditure, not always by choice on the
Sports & Social Centre and the children’s play area.

A
Financial Report

Parish Council Expenses 2004-2005Parish Council Income 2004-2005

David Whiteing Chairman, Resources Committee



Early in 2005 the decision was taken not to go ahead with the annual
opening of Danbury Gardens in June in view of the ongoing roadworks on
the A414. Especially as Eves Corner was closed on the day! Two people
did open their gardens and raised £300... thank you very much. As a result
of not opening we fell short of our excellent total of £13,115 for 2004. This
year we hope to match if not beat that figure.

Special thanks go to Sylvia Bennett, Margaret Axon, Jacqui Goodfellow and
Rosemary Sutcliffe and their helpers for all their hard work in organising the
various events and all those who supported them.

THE GARDENS WILL BE OPEN ON SUNDAY JUNE 11th from 11am to 5pm.

Make a note of it in your diaries
We wish all the best to Sylvia who will be leaving Danbury in the near

future..Margaret will need all the help she can get. If you feel you are able to help
in any way or open your garden please contact Margaret on 01245 222674

FARLEIGH

DANBURYDANBURY
Times Number 18Spring 2006

Your magazine for the village of Danbury

page 6www.danbury-essex.gov.uk

Environment
“Danbury? Oh yes, where the lakes,
commons and duck pond are!” But
did you know that we have our own
colourful tourist leaflet?

Collated by Cllr David Whiteing,
with many excellent photos taken by his
wife, Brigitte, it welcomes the visitor to
explore our woodland, commons,
Country Park and lakes, to visit our
historic church and ancient inns,
browse our shops and enjoy our open
spaces. At an extraordinary meeting of
the Lakes Forum, we learnt there will
be even more reasons to attract tourists
on hearing Essex County Council’s
plans to provide a tea room, together
with ideas to improve the car parking
facilities and introduce natural “family
friendly” exhibits into the woodland.
Ranger David Morris is battling against
an infestation of ground elder in the
once beautiful herbaceous borders,
before replanting with sub-shrubs and
perennials which will benefit wildlife
and improve the appearance of the
gardens. An appropriate red brick
surface will link the area to the existing
brick road into the old palace building.
Victorian shrub roses and other plants
will be planted in the bare areas of the
central shrub beds, improvements
made to the sloping bank between the
upper and central lakes, and an
information board sited near the mini
arboretum will help visitors identify
trees and plants. Danbury residents are
indeed fortunate to have such
wonderful assets on their doorstep; we
need to do all we can to
make them more
accessible, and welcome
the good relationship
we have built with
ECC to ensure their
continuity for the
benefit of future
generations.

pring is in the air as I write.
Robin is working hard,
scarifying, spiking and

mowing the grass in Dawson Field as
well as cutting the hedges and all the
other winter jobs, not just here, but
also in Griffin Meadow, Elm Green
and Runsell Green.  At the moment
the playing fields are looking good,
and as January was very dry, football
continued virtually uninterrupted,
we hope that this will be ongoing.

On behalf of the Parish Council I
must thank the following for their
donations in the last year:-

● Essex Rural Activity Grant
Scheme  £500 towards fencing in
the Play Area

● Essex Aggregates Levy
Sustainability Fund £8810
towards fencing and seating with a
further £1190 promised

● Danbury Society £300 towards
seating

The Parish Council is now
working towards appointing experts
(consultants and/or contractors) to
advise on how to  improve car parks
and drainage.  We must thank the
staff of Chelmsford Borough
Council for all their help and
guidance in our endeavours.  Even in
this dry winter there are a number of
areas which lie very wet and render
the pitches unsuitable for football.
So we live in hope that in the near
future we might see work begin in
these areas to address the problem.
Before the first sod can be turned 
or the first drain laid or any
improvement made in parking, there
is a lot of work to be done by our
staff to ensure that we get the best
results for the Parish, at the right
price, so that the people of Danbury
can enjoy greatly improved facilities.

Danbury Fund Raising

S

Derick Hawkins, Chairman of Facilities
Committee

Facilities
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Are you in CONTACT with
your village magazine,
published by Danbury
Churches?

Full of articles by local groups &
village organizations, a diary of events,
details of Church services and weekday
activities, Parish Council corner,
occasional quizzes & recipes, adverts
for local services, even some poems
and jokes. All this for £3 a year,
delivered to your door!

We do need help with delivery, also
volunteers to assist sorting Contact
into bundles for distributors. To help
with distribution, subscribe, include an
article, place an advert or put an event
in the diary please ring the editor, Sue
Ferguson - 226996 Thank you!

Revised Schedule
The Flyer runs Monday Tuesday
Wednesday and Friday from 3 April 2006

No service on Thursdays (due to
shortage of drivers) or on Bank Holidays

Library/Co-op 9.25 10.25 11.25

PedlarsPath 9.30 10.30 11.30

Dockwra 9.40 10.40 11.40

Library/Co-op 9.50 10.50 11.50

Little Baddow, 
Spring Close 10.00 11.00 12.00*

Library/Co-op 10.10+11.10+ 12.10*

*On request.
+Minor diversions will be made on
request at these times.
To ring the bus mobile, dial 
07752 399309. 

THE DANBURY FLYER
The “Danbury Flyer” was the

brainchild of Colin Budgey who
worked tirelessly to get the project up
and running in 2001. Both Danbury
and Little Baddow Parish Councils
gave financial support, which they
continue to do, and without it the bus
would cease to run. A new company
was formed “ Danbury Community
Transport Ltd.” which has 10
voluntary drivers and without their
help the bus would not function.

Retired but not redundant!
In 2006 the Volunteer Centre Chelmsford (VCC) is again campaigning to

promote volunteering to older people.  The VCC encourages older people to value
their skills and use them within their communities, and makes voluntary
organisations aware of the important resource that older people represent.

For the retired, voluntary work can help maintain a sense of purpose, lessen
isolation, and bring benefits for physical and mental health.  For organisations,
older volunteers bring maturity, skills, experience and greater availability.

If you would like to find out about local opportunities for volunteering, or if
your voluntary organisation or charity would like to benefit from the skills of older
volunteers, please contact the VCC:

Phone 01245 283606
Visit the VCC website at www.chelmsfordvolunteers.co.uk
Send an email to enquiries@chelmsfordvolunteers.co.uk

Danbury Medical Centre
Update on premises

As some readers may be aware, we have been looking for new premises over
the past 18 months as our current site is too cramped for staff and patients
alike.  I want to strongly reassure people though that we will not be moving away
from the centre of Danbury. We will be working closely with the Parish Council
on the site and nature of the new building.  We are hopeful that we could be
in a  new building within 3 years, provided we can get the support of the new
Primary Care Trust from April this year.  This will help us to to deliver more
services to our patients locally rather than having to go to Broomfield Hospital.

Avian Flu
I thought it might be timely to discuss this topic as there is much in the 

media currently.  
The flu virus mutates or changes every decade or so, sometimes only within

animal or bird strains, as this current flu strain has done.  People who have died
are those in countries or occupations where they have close contact with
affected birds.  

There may have been some initial human to human transmission, though it
is unclear who and how, and it certainly has not spread rapidly to date.

The main advice though is that of basic common sense.  Should a problem
emerge, avoid contact with people if you develop flu symptoms. Washing hands
becomes critical as this is a typical way of spreading viruses. Use Paracetamol
and/or anti – inflammatories such as Ibuprofen to reduce fever and pain.  

Vulnerable individuals such as the elderly or children will have access to
Tamiflu within 48 hours of developing symptoms or hopefully to a new vaccine
eventually.  GP surgeries will set up triage systems by phone, or via NHS Direct,
as coming to the surgery will not be an option.  

Locally the Broomfield Hospital has in place emergency plans should an
epidemic emerge. Caroline Dollery, Danbury Medical Centre
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Danbury Society
Annual Art Exhibition 

25th - 27th Aug

St John the
Baptist Church
FESTIVAL 2006:
A CELEBRATION 

IN FLOWERS
23rd - 26th June

Refreshments available

The Annual “Clean-up Danbury Day”
On Sat. 29th April from 9am- 1pm. Mayes Lane

Carpark where equipment will be available. Come
along and “spring clean” your village! Do you 

need a litter-picker stick for regular use?
If so, please contact Caroline Lambert (see page 2).

Farleigh
Providing hospice care in Mid-Essex

PLANT SALE
Saturday April 29th 9am-5pm

GARDENS WILL BE OPEN 
Sunday June 11th

Contact Margaret Axon for further details 

01245 222816

Danbury and Little Baddow
Horticultural Society

Summer Show Saturday July 8th
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Bored, fed up, nowhere to go?
THEN COME TO

Danbury
Youth Centre

Main Road next to the Library

Thursdays
18.30 'till 21.30

Food and drinks from just 30p
Table tennis and pool available to all

For ages 13 - 16
The coolest age group in town

Chill out with friends
For more details contact 

Ron Mathews 227302

Supported by Danbury Parish Council

See the Village Diary at our website 
www.danbury-essex.gov.uk for future events
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