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JANUARY
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Wednesday
Monday

Monday
10
11
19
26
31

Planning
Facilities
Resources
Parish Council
Planning

FEBRUARY
Wednesday 9
Wednesday 23
Monday
28

Environment
Resources
Planning

MARCH
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21
Tuesday
22

Facilities
Planning
Resources

28

ANNUAL PARISH
MEETING
Parish Council
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APRIL
Environment
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Monday
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EASTER 22nd – 25th April
Wednesday 27 Resources
MAY
Bank Holiday
Monday
2
Elections
Thursday
5
Wednesday 11 Annual Parish Council
Monday
16 Planning
Wednesday 18 Facilities
Wednesday 25 Resources
Monday
30 Bank Holiday
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Chairman’s Report
Parish Council has decided that this
winter it will not be gritting footpaths
etc. within its jurisdiction. These are
largely the footpaths in the area of
Dawson Field.

Welcome to the autumn
edition of your Danbury
Times. Elsewhere you will find
a tribute to Philip Watts
together with reports from the
Clerk and the Chairmen of
committees in addition to the
usual external contributors
whom I thank for their
ongoing support.

Development
Framework

Welcome
I am extremely pleased to welcome
three new Councillors to represent you.
Yvonne Burton, April Chapman and
Sarah-Jane Court have all joined during
the last few months. Not only is it good
to have some lady members again, it is
good to have some younger elected
representatives to keep us older ones in
order – welcome and thank you for
volunteering to be co-opted. Their
contact details can be found on page 2.

Surgeries
Our three new members have
suggested to Council that we trial
holding Council Surgeries for residents
to meet their Councillor to discuss any
items of mutual interest which include
complaints, compliments, ideas and
suggestions that the Council may wish
to take forward.
Surgeries will take place in the
Farmer’s Market in the Sports and
Social Centre on the first Saturday
morning of each month (excluding
January 2011) until further notice.

Parish Charter
On the first page you will have
seen me signing the Parish Charter in
partnership with Roy Whitehead the
Leader of Chelmsford Borough
Council. This is part one of an
agreement to work more closely
together on matters of mutual

interest. The two Councils have
always enjoyed a good working
relationship and it is anticipated that
the new Charter will enhance this.

Traffic
I continue to represent the village
on the ‘Parishes Transportation Group’
which is made up of a number of parish
councils, all with traffic related issues
that affect everyday life. The group
regularly those with the power to
improve the situation e.g. Essex
County Council, Highways Agency,
local
Borough
and
District
representatives and Members of
Parliament.
One of the group’s key aims is the
provision of a bypass from the
Heybridge area, bypassing Ulting and
Hatfield Peverel with a dedicated
junction to the A12. This would then
become the A414, allowing for the
downgrading of the current A414
through Danbury to ‘B’ classification
taking a considerable amount of
traffic away from the village.

Winter Gritting
Following advice received the

Work has been continuing on the
‘Danbury Planning Framework’ and
has now reached the consultation
stage undertaken by Chelmsford
Borough Council as the Planning
Authority. The first consultation was
held at the Farmers Market on
Saturday 6th November so that
people could, have a look at our plan
and make comments to the borough
representatives. These comments will
all be taken into consideration when
it gets to the decision making time. A
second, evening will also be arranged,
for details please watch the village
website.

Minerals Consultation
Council is hoping to hear the
outcome of the current stage of the
process concerning Tyndales Farm in
the very near future. This should
inform us of the ‘preferred sites’ and
will ultimately guide us in any future
actions that may be appropriate – we
will keep you informed.

Car Park Project
You will remember that I have
reported that Council was working hard
to complete the three phase drainage
and car park project to improve the
facilities. Whilst the drainage elements
are largely complete, the car park
portion is taking longer than
anticipated. However, it is ongoing and
we hope to be able to reach a decision
over the next few months. Clearly, the
main objective is to ensure value for
money whilst achieving a good quality
Margaret Saunders,
product.
Continued overleaf

www.danbury-essex.gov.uk
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Continued from overleaf

Sports & Social Centre
The Council has continued to
work in partnership with the
Directors of the Centre to ensure
that a first class facility for the village
is maintained. We have invested in
upgrading the electrical systems to
comply with current standards.
Should you have any ideas for
additional activities that the Centre
could provide, please do not hesitate
to contact the General Manager
of the Centre – Adrian Owers on
01245 224515

Danbury Palace
Has been sold to a new developer
and we anticipate receiving a revised
planning application in the very near
future. The original recommendation
included a contribution to the village
via a ‘Section 106’ agreement that
would enable us to undertake some

The magazine for the village of Danbury
of our project work with minimal
impact on the precept. I anticipate
that when the revised application is
considered, Council would wish to
maintain this requirement.

Carols around the Christmas tree at
Eves Corner is provisionally booked
for Wednesday 15th December at
8pm. All residents are cordially
invited to join in this lovely evening.

Village of the Year

Special Thanks

Although not the winners,
Danbury was shortlisted to the final
four of the county wide ‘Village of
the Year’ competition organised by
the Rural Community Council of
Essex.’ We have regularly won
awards in our class (as we did again)
however, this is the first time we
have been shortlisted to this stage.
My thanks go to all who contributed
during the judges visit and all
throughout the village for keeping it
neat, clean, tidy and a wonderful
place to live.

As is usual, without the support of
any number of people the tasks of the
Council would be much greater,
special thanks to the unsung heroes of
our village including those that deliver
your Danbury Times, those who
regularly litter pick areas of the village
etc. A special thanks go to all of our
staff Margaret, Liz, Maria and Robin
for all their hard work and support.
Also those who helped with Eves
corner pond clearing, and all Council
colleagues and all their families who
give so freely of their time for the
benefit of the village and those who
live in it – Thanks Very Much.

Christmas

Stuart Berlyn-Chairman of Council.

This year’s annual service of

Knowing your Councillors
Yvonne Burton
I am a mum of
two very young
children with a
keen interest in
how the village
works since their
arrival.
I grew up in
Scotland and
have also lived in Germany and
California before relocating to
Danbury almost seven years ago.
My career has been in sales and I
now work for a medical company in
Essex.
My interests include walking our
two labradors, reading, cooking (and,
for the most part, eating!)

www.danbury-essex.gov.uk

Sarah-Jane
Court
I have recently moved to
Danbury with
my husband and
our four month
old son. I grew
up in Devon,
studied in Kent,
lived in France
and eventually trained to be a
secondary school teacher, teaching
French, German and Spanish. I enjoy
food and wine, reading and travelling.
I was fortunate to grow up with both
parents serving a Parish Council and I
am pleased to be back living in a
village with my own opportunity to
work with local residents.
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April Chapman
I was brought
up in the West
Riding of Yorkshire and read
History at Hull
U n i v e r s i t y.
Fo l l o w i n g a
PGCE course
at the London
Institute I taught in comprehensive
schools in Yorkshire and Essex for 36
years. I have lived in Danbury with
my husband and daughter for 31
years, and love the village and its
surroundings, whose character I want
to help preserve and improve in line
with residents’ wishes. Since my cooption in Spring, I serve on Planning,
Environment and some working
parties.
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Clerk’s Corner
Elections –
Thursday 5th May, 2011
Next year Councillors will end their
four year term of office. The Parish Council
has 15 members and it is understood that
some Councillors will not be seeking reelection, this time.
Chelmsford Borough Council usually
provide the documentation to be
completed, however, some will be available
from the Parish Office. The duly

Parish
Council Move
At the Extraordinary Parish Council
Meeting held on 1st September, 2010 it
was agreed that the Parish Office would
move location to the Old School House,
Main Road Danbury. The building is
currently owned by Essex County
Council and would be shared with the
organisation called “4 Children”. It will
be an exciting move for the Council
with a separate meeting area and a
presence in a more accessible location
for the village. Unfortunately, funding
for the refurbishment of the building
was to be sourced from Government
resources. As has been widely reported
the Government has frozen all projects
and a detailed list of schemes to be
continued has yet to be released. At the
time of writing it is still hoped that the
project will go ahead.

completed form has to be taken in person
to the Elections Office at the Civic Centre
by an appointed date.
If you are interested in becoming a
Councillor please contact the Parish Office
and I will endeavour to explain to you
what is involved.
If there are more than 15 names put
forward there will be an Election.
Margaret Saunders, Parish Clerk

Parish Election Time Table Calculator
Timetable of Proceedings for
Thursday 5 May 2011
Publication of Notice of Election

by Monday 28 March 2011

Receipt of Nominations by noon

Tuesday 5 April 2011

Publication of Statements
of Persons Nominated

by noon Thursday 7 April 2011

Withdrawal of Candidate

by noon Friday 8 April 2011

Last Date for Registration

Friday 15 April 2011

Receipt of Postal Vote Applications

5:00 pm Friday 15 April 2011

Publication of Notice of Poll

by Tuesday 26 April 2011

Receipt of Proxy Vote Applications

5:00 pm Tuesday 26 April 2011

First Day to Issue Replacement
Lost Postal Ballot Papers

Thursday 28 April 2011

Receipt of Emergency Proxy
Vote Applications

5:00 pm Thursday 5 May 2011

Last Day to Issue Replacement Spoilt
or Lost Postal Ballot Papers

5:00 pm Thursday 5 May 2011

Day of Poll

7:00 am to 10:00 pm Thursday 5 May 2011

Declaration of Candidates’ Expenses

Thursday 2 June 2011

Park Rangers
My Name is Andrea Gabriel, I have been a Ranger at
Danbury Country Park since 2005. I have a BA(Hons) in
Design and Horticultural and worked for several years
Kakadu, in North Australia, running a camping ground and
Youth Hostel.
I love working at Danbury which has a wide diversity of
habitats. The original Danbury estate is an island with the
A414 to the north and Woodhill Road to the south, but we
www.danbury-essex.gov.uk

are surrounded by farmland and our close neighbour is
Danbury Common.
To find out more about events at all ECC Country Parks
please go to visitparks.co.uk. Here at Danbury I run Nature
Club once a month for children aged 7 to 11.
For more information, or to book for Nature Club, please
phone 01245 222350, or email me.
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Facilities Report
Since becoming Chairman of the
Facilities Committee in May of this
year I have been working hard to get
to grips with all the aspects of this
challenging role.
We have recently overseen major
improvements to the Sports and
Social Club’s electrical system to
bring it up to modern standards. We
are commissioning a professional
survey of this building to assist us in
long term planning for maintenance
and improvements.
The Royal British Legion has had
major works carried out to their
building within the terms of their
lease and these too have had to be
monitored.

One ongoing issue has been the
resurfacing of the car parks within
Dawson Field. It is a large project for
the village which has meant us
looking at varied approaches and
different ways of completing the
works to ensure value for money. I
hope that we will be able to appoint
a preferred contractor soon and get
this project underway.
Further inspections and planning
for future work to improve our
ponds at Eves Corner and Runsell
Green have been undertaken.
Additionally various tree works have
been ongoing throughout the
village.
The Bowling Club has also had

some renovations carried out and
ongoing maintenance for all our
buildings is a constant task.
The work of the Facilities
Committee is varied and ongoing.
As well as the above, countless
lesser tasks could not be carried
out without the enthusiastic
commitment of the committee
members and the hard work and
dedication of our staff that carry the
main burden of our decisions.
MAYES LANE CAR PARK

The large recycling bins in this
car park have been removed as
residents now have regular doorstep
collections; this area will now
provide additional parking.
Harry Clacy
Chairman of Facilities

THE DANBURY
COUNTRYSIDE
Residents of Danbury enjoy open
spaces and woodland in which to walk
and enjoy. This land is managed by a
number of bodies: the National Trust,
the Essex Wildlife Trust, Essex County
Council as well as Danbury Parish
Council. Danbury Common, the Back
Warden Nature Reserve and Part of
Lingwood are designated open access
land. ‘Open Access’ National Trust
areas are coloured light green on the
Ordnance Survey 1:25,000 maps, and
are marked with a brown ‘walking man’
waymark symbol . Many of these other
areas are crossed by public footpaths,
along which the public has right of
access.
As large numbers of people visit
these areas it is appropriate that we all
do our best to ensure that the
countryside remains unspoilt. To this
end the Countryside agency have
produced The Countryside Code,
copies of which may be obtained from
www.danbury-essex.gov.uk

page 6

The Tourist Information Offices in
Maldon. It advises:
1. Be safe and plan your route ahead
and be prepared for a change in the
weather.
2. Leave gates and property as you
find them.
3. Protect plants and animals and take
your litter home.
4. Be careful with fire and cigarettes
especially in dry weather.
5. Keep dogs under control, preferably
on a lead. Avoid wild animals
which can be unpredictable. Clear
up your dog mess responsibly. Use
the dog bins or take it home
6. Showing consideration for others
makes the countryside environment
a pleasure for everyone.
See www.countrysideaccess.gov.uk for
more information.
D Bolwell
Footpaths Officer.
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Environment
Council volunteers and the British Trust for
Conservation Volunteers ( BTCV ) spent 2 very cold
days in October clearing vegetation from the Eves
Corner pond. This has restored open water for ducks and
moorhens etc., and enhanced the appearance of the
Village pond. Thanks to all those who took part. The
BTCV will continue to help with the management of the
pond and a 3 year action plan has been drawn up.
Further work is scheduled 8th and 15th October.
Runsell Green Pond has had trees removed and some
clearance work carried out. The overflow pipe from the
pond has been uncovered by the Parish Council Grounds
man and this has reduced the amount of water flooding
across the road. Further work in the near future will be
undertaken by Essex County Council and should reduce
the possibility of flooding.
The problem of inconsiderate parking and littering in
Copt Hill seems to have gone away after action by the
National Trust Warden and local residents. Posts have
been installed along the roadside in various places thus
reducing the places where vehicles can park without
restricting the roadway. Also liaison between the Warden
and the Mountain Biking fraternity has reduced the
amount of noise and nuisance to the local residents.
Following the resurfacing of Little Baddow Road last
year concerns were expressed about the possible increase
in vehicle speeds. This, generally, has not happened. A
survey was carried out by PCSO Sarah Martin during
December 2009 and January 2010 on several occasions,

at different locations along the road, measuring traffic
speeds in both directions. Out of 100 vehicle checks an
average of 6 vehicles were measured as being over the
limit. Warning letters were sent to each offender.
As a positive help to residents using the footpath along
the top of Dawson Memorial Field the hump at the Church
footpath end has been removed. This is to allow wheelchair
users access along the path to the Village centre as an
alternative to using the pavement along the A414.
The District Officer for Footpaths has suggested an
application be made for the Creation of a Public Right of
Way to make a safe exit from Footpath 8 near Danbury
Park School. The Parish Clerk has completed the
application and the scheme will be looked at with the
next batch of schemes commencing in 2011 (don’t hold
your breath!).
Hope springs eternal in that the proposed Bus Shelter
site on the A414, opposite the Avenue, on the Maldon
side, has been inspected and progressed by the Area
Highways Manager. Funding has been secured and it is
hoped the shelter will be installed before Christmas
(2010). The shelter on the other side of the Maldon
Road might also have its lighting connected at the same
time. How about that?
Some hedges have been allowed to grow unchecked
on some footways and cause pedestrians difficulties when
trying to pass them. PLEASE check the state of your
roadside hedges and trim them back if they overhang the
footway. If they are not cut back it could be that the
Borough/County Council will come and do it for you and
charge you money for the privilege.
Alan Keeler,
Chairman, Environment Committee.

Discovering Danbury –
The Ice House
A national competition recently named
Danbury Country Park as one of the top 20
places to picnic in the UK. There is a
perfect picnic place for everyone with
ornamental gardens, meadows, woods and
lakes with a variety of wildlife.
We are very privileged as residents of
Danbury – great local amenities, an active
village and beautiful countryside. Try to
take advantage of all that Danbury has to
offer and spend time in Danbury Country
Park as I do with my two young children
feeding the ducks.
www.danbury-essex.gov.uk

On our last visit we walked, as usual,
round the first lake by the car park, then
the second, and finally round the smaller
fishing lake where we came upon ‘The Ice
House’. Originally part of Danbury Palace,
the aptly named Ice House was the storage
facility for the ice that formed on the lake
during winter. This was used by the palace
kitchen staff but, perhaps more
importantly, it gave the wealthy
landowners an opportunity to display this
wealth by creating elaborate ice sculptures
as the centre piece of their garden parties
page 7

in the spring and summer. Recently
unearthed, it really deserves a look.
If there is a part of the village that may
get overlooked, please email me at
Yvonne.burton@danbury-essex.gov.uk
and we can let everyone know. An
architectural gem, a resource that villagers
can take advantage of or perhaps an area of
natural beauty that lacks admirers? Let’s
discover Danbury together.
Yvonne Burton
Parish Councillor
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20-20 Vision for Danbury.
The Parish Plan Review.

We promised to let you know the
outcome of the Parish Plan Review. There
were no surprises. We are consistent here in
Danbury. What follows is simply an
overview of the information received and an
explanation of what will happen next.
If you do want to see a fuller report,
complete with charts and lists, this will be
found on the Village Website. If you would
prefer a paper copy, then please contact the
Parish Office Staff who will gladly arrange
for one to be sent to you. We decided only
to print what we know will be read.
Thank you to all who responded,
electronically or by filling out the paper
questionnaire. If we had offered prizes we
might have been able to achieve a 20%
response for the review. We felt that it
would be irresponsible in these times to
spend a minor fortune on the review, so we
trusted you to speak up if you wanted to tell
us anything. In the event, 17% of
households responded, which is regarded as
statistically valid. Thank you again.
Questions asked were framed as
statements of the village’s views in the
2003 Plan. They sought a reaction in terms
of agreement or disagreement. Below is a
list of these questions/statements followed
www.danbury-essex.gov.uk

by a sort of ‘omnibus’ bar chart which
indicates the percentage responses. You
will notice that whilst the ‘very strongly
agree’, ‘strongly agree’ & ‘agree’ do vary;
when you add them together they form an
overwhelming percentage.
Q1

Q2

Q3

Q4

Q5

Traffic volumes are of most concern.
It was vital that the Parish Council
should reflect on the impact that any
decision made would have on traffic
volumes.
A12 Traffic travelling from the A12
to Maldon should not do so through
Danbury. The current A414 should
ultimately be de-classified.
Parking in Danbury was a problem.
A real source of irritation was
inconsiderate parking, either by
people abusing time restrictions or
by parking carelessly on pavements
and green verges.
Pedestrians - we were concerned
about safety for pedestrians and
highlighted the need for adequate
footpaths and the undesirability of
hedges encroaching onto the
highway.
Speeding - there was a strong
page 8

perception of speeding and of there
being danger spots in the village.
Q8 The Council must do all in its
power to maintain and preserve the
green and open nature of the
village.
Q9 Danbury is a separate village and
not a suburb of Chelmsford. The
Council must resist all large scale
development and seek to ensure
that the current village envelope is
not extended.
Q10 Planning - there was widespread
concern about back land and infill
development. Our preference was
for the conversion and adaptation
of existing buildings.
Q11 Planning Process - we were
concerned to ensure that local
views are incorporated into the
planning process and that when
considering planning applications
the Council should (within the
Law), pay due regard to the wishes
of the community with regard to
how the village is to develop.
Q12 Litter was a concern - there should
be more litter bins around the
village and the Borough Council
should empty them regularly.
Q13a Noise - we do not like noisy or
inconsiderate neighbours.
Q15 Crime - there was a perception that
crime is an issue and Danbury is
inadequately policed. We want the
Council to liaise more closely with
the police, to arrange anti crime
surgeries and to place an emphasis
on Neighbourhood Watch.
The rest of the questions sought to
confirm our likes, dislikes and concerns for
the future. From the answers received,
lists have been produced which will be
presented to the Parish Council. A
synopsis of the very clear consensus of our
thoughts goes like this:
Overwhelmingly we choose to live in
Danbury because it is a green place where

DANBURY
Winter 2010

0%

TIMES

The magazine for the village of Danbury

Number 27

20%

40%

60%

80%

100%

Q1
Q2
Q3
Q4

Very Strongly
Strongly

Q5

Neutral

Q8

Disagree
Q9

Strongly Disagree
No Answer
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Q11
Q12
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Q15

we have easy access to open spaces and the
countryside whilst still able to get into a
town when we need to. We think of
Danbury as a distinct village. On the whole
we like each other; we seem to share the
same values. We enjoy the relative peace
and quiet that our village provides. Danbury
feels friendly and we appreciate its
amenities, its shops and its clubs.
Your message to our Councillors is
simple. It is that their task is to promote all
of this and when necessary, to protect the
village from anything that endangers it. Our
top three concerns are:
• The threat posed by traffic. Whether it
is traffic volumes, traffic noise, the
dangers posed to pedestrians by traffic on
our lanes or inconsiderate and selfish
parking.
• New Housing - too much new housing
will change, for the worse, the essential
nature of our village and might impact
on the green space we value so much.
• Being a good neighbour - those things
that in seemingly smaller ways, erode our
values; things like dog fouling, litter,
inconsiderate bonfires and loud music
when we are in our gardens, (though this
www.danbury-essex.gov.uk

is Danbury so the loud music can be of a
‘superior’ genre –
• The proposed Tyndales Quarry merits a
mention and falls into all three of the
above categories.
There was a question about the Parish
Council’s communication with the village.
The Danbury Times is the most popular
means of communication although the
village website www.danbury-essex.gov.uk
attracts praise and is becoming more
popular. So it seems we need both.
A special mention needs to be made
about our shops and businesses. It is clear
that we value the shops we have, and mourn
those we have lost (e.g. the hardware store).
As the Steering Group discussed this, it
seemed sensible to differentiate between
those businesses that are based in Danbury
but which do not rely on the village for their
livelihood and those, such as the shops, pubs
etc. that do.
The Group has chosen to concentrate
on the latter and we have been visiting local
businesses as time has allowed. The brief is
to listen and try to find out if there is
anything the village can do to support them.
This is proving to be time consuming, but we
page 9

think it is important and so are continuing
even though there is nothing to report as
yet. The results will be passed on to the
Parish Council.
Conclusion - a detailed breakdown of the
views we received will be presented to the
Parish Council. It will, where possible be a
graphical interpretation and include a series
of bar charts indicating how the village feels.
Where it does not, it will list our views and
ideas. Our thoughts about traffic danger
spots for instance are being transferred to the
village map to identify the perceived ‘hot
spots’.
The results of all this should facilitate a
dialogue with the current Parish Action Plan
in order to confirm its validity. Where it is
not, there is the opportunity to update it.
Once again, to all who took part in ’2020 Vision for Danbury’ thank you from the
Steering Group.
David Buckton - Resident,
Malcolm Freund - Resident & Landlord of “The Anchor”
Runsell Green
Caroline Lambert - Resident,
Andy Milne - Additions Hair Salon, Eves Corner,
Arthur Pemberton – Resident & Parish Councillor
Chris. Sharpe - Resident
Bernard Stripp - Resident
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Planning Committee
The Planning Committee consists of eight members
plus one additional member who sits in an advisory capacity.
Our Chairman and Vice Chairman of the Council are also exofficio members. Since my last report in February this year, we
have had seven meetings and considered some 62 applications
and commented on 18 of these. Of those we commented on 9
were refused, and 4 were withdrawn. Altogether some 49
applications were approved by Chelmsford Borough Council.
Danbury Parish Council is a statutory consultee in the
planning process but the decisions rest with Chelmsford
Borough Council.
Training For Councillors. The latest seminar held by
Chelmsford Borough Council was on 26th May this year
covered several topics including: Permitted Development

Rights for Commercial Buildings. The appropriate document
was circulated as item 45 at Planning Meeting of 28th June
2010. We appreciate this support from the Borough Council.
Meetings
Details of all our Agendas, Minutes and Meetings are
published on the Danbury Parish Council website. You are
welcome to attend our meetings and speak during Public
Question Time. If several people come to speak on the same
issue the group is invited to elect a spokesman. This saves time
and ensures the smooth flow of the applications pipeline.
Alternatively or additionally you can write to the Planning
Officer at Chelmsford Borough Council with a copy to
Danbury Parish Council.
Max Telling Chair of Planning Committee

Neighbourhood watch
The aim is to look after your neighbours and their property.
It is also to watch out for undesirable activities, such as
burglaries, damage or unsocial behaviour going on in the
neighbourhood, to help the police, who do not have the

Resources
Resources Committee.
As I write we are exactly half way through the 201011 financial year, and I can report that everything is
running according to budget. Last years accounts were
prepared, audited and signed off, from which we had an
unspent surplus of £16,000 through careful budgeting.
Council has 108 budget Headings. A budget is the
maximum we might expect to pay, not a restriction on
what we will pay, therefore we would hope to be under
budget in most cases, but we must provide for the most
we might have to pay. Staff costs can vary due to any
overtime, that might arise, and even changes of staff
can result in periods without a post being filled.
Electricity and fuel can vary greatly (can you tell us the
prices of these in 18 months time?). Some budgets are
consistent such as loan repayments, insurance etc;
others fluctuate. Council has agreed to hold £30,000 in
a General Reserve for contingencies (used only in
emergency). Some of last year’s surplus has been put
towards raising this reserve to the required level. By the
time you read this, Council will be in the process of
budgeting for 2011-12, some 18 months before the year
end of that period.
David Whiteing, Chair of Resources.

resources to be everywhere all the time. The police will advise
Neighbourhood Watch members of local crimes in the hope
that someone will have seen something that helps to solve the
crime. This does happen. These bulletins are sent to the coordinator by e-mail and relayed to members of the group who
wish to assist in crime reduction. About 50 bulletins go out
each year. Occasionally advice and warnings are included in the
bulletins. Out of the 2,300 households in Danbury only 94
receive our bulletins, not very many eyes keeping a watch on
our property and security. Why aren’t you a member? If you do
see anything suspicious please call the police. To join send an email to DanburyNWatch@aol.com, it costs nothing, it might
save everything.

An Appreciation of

Philip Watts
We were sad to report the
death of Philip last July. Philip
had represented the Danbury
Society on the Parish Council
Planning Committee for many
years, and was in attendance
until only a few days before his
death. Philip was very much
involved in village affairs, being a
committee member of the Twinning Association for more
than 20 years, a member of Meeting Point, the Over 60’s,
the Horticultural Society and U3A. We are thankful for all
Philip did for Danbury and he will be missed.
David Whiteing, Chair of Resources.

www.danbury-essex.gov.uk
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POLICING DANBURY
A common question I have been asked lately is how
Police Officers and a suspect was arrested. One of the
Government spending cuts will affect the Police.. That’s a
PCSOs was injured and the investigation is ongoing.
very hard question to answer. Almost every public service
If you have information about drugs, or anything else,
has made, or is going to have to make cuts. Many people in
please contact us. The public are the eyes and ears of the
business have to lay off staff to cut costs. Ironically policing
Police and only with their help can we be effective.
is one area where we never see a down turn in our trade. In
There are more ways than ever to contact the Police now.
fact, in times of financial strain, there often tends to be an
You can call a central switchboard number 0300 333 4444, you
increase in crime and therefore more work for the Police.
can call the Neighbourhood Mobile 0711 147 171. You can email
No cuts have affected us as yet, and we still have the
us through the Essex Police website or myself on
same number of staff. The bottom line for me is that we as
perry.land@essex.pnn.police.uk . We would prefer to speak with
Police Officers and staff will just get on
people, so we can ask questions about
with our day to day job and do the best
something they report, but you can even
we possibly can.
report things anonymously via
Several months ago there was a
Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111.
trend of Burglaries in the Danbury area
Just a reminder that we hold a Beat
and fortunately this appears to have
Surgery the first Saturday every month
died down. A common method
at Danbury Sports & Social Club, to
criminals use though is to gain entry to
tie in with the Farmer’s Market. Also
a house, stealing keys from near to the
bi-monthly we hold Neighbourhood
New non-emergency telephone
point of entry, and then removing the
Action Panel Meetings (publicised on
number for Essex Police
car parked outside. Sometimes, it has
the Essex Police website). So please
0300 333 4444
been made so easy for the thief; they
contact us with any concerns. We
just reach through the letterbox to
can’t do anything about it, unless we
access the keys. Often nothing else is
are told!
stolen. DO NOT LEAVE KEYS EASILY ACCESSIBLE.
The Danbury Neighbourhood team consists of Ps 1435
We often receive information about drugs. In August
Land, Pc 745 Forster, PCSO 71496 Martin & PCSO 71018
following information passed to them, 2 Police Community
Carr. We are supported by officers on 24 hour shifts at
Support Officers observed some drug use in progress in an
South Woodham Ferrers and Chelmsford.
Ps 1435 Land
area off of Little Baddow Rd. They called for support from

The Danbury & Little Baddow
Horticultural Society
The Danbury & Little Baddow
Horticultural Society holds three
Flower Shows a year. Our Autumn
Show was held on 18th September at
St John’s School with nearly 200
entries on display The floral art
provided a delightful backdrop and
some amazing creativity was evident
in the photographic classes.
Any description of the show
however cannot be made without
mention of the fantastic Dahlias
www.danbury-essex.gov.uk

exhibited by Mr John Ellis. The huge
purple bloom received the Currie Cup
and many exclamations of wonder
throughout the day. Other winners
included Mrs Patricia Hyndman, Mrs
Betty Stevens, and the Walton Cup
for Juniors was award to James
Shipley for his Potato Man.
The Society’s President had asked
member Doug Nichols to present the
trophies and awards. Doug, himself,
was then surprised and delighted to
page 11

be awarded the first ever Honorary
Life Membership of the Society in
recognition of many years of support
in organising events and as a
dedicated exhibitor at the shows.
Doug, and his wife Reneé, have both
given hours of their time over the
years to help the running of the
Society and for that we thank them.
Jenny Shaw Secretary
secretary@danburyandlittlebaddowhortsoc.co.uk
www.danburyandlittlebaddowhortsoc.co.uk
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Welcome to
Danbury Library

We offer a wide range of library services;
we have books, audio books (tape, cd or
mp3 cd) DVDs, and you can even
download ebooks from our website
www.essex.gov.uk/libraries. Library membership is free, and it costs nothing to borrow
books and ebooks.
All 3,000 000+ items are listed on the
online library catalogue. You use it to order
your own items for collection from a library
convenient for you. This service is free. If
we don’t have the book you want, we will
try and get it for you. We charge £1.00 for
this service.
Our children’s section is full of books to
encourage reading, sharing stories and
language development. We run Rhyme
Times for children, on Thursdays at 11:00.
We also offer class visits to schools, and run
a Summer Reading Activity for children.
Library Members can use our computers
for an hour a day, free of charge to access
the internet (including access to websites
we subscribe to that you can use free of
charge, such as Ancestry the family history

website), email, and to produce all sorts of
written work.
The visually impaired can borrow books
on cassette and CD from us, free of charge.
Some people cannot get to the library due
to poor mobility – so we take the library to
them, through our Home Library Service
provided by local volunteers. Again, this
service is free of charge.
We also provide a free enquiry service,
finding answers to all sorts of queries. If we
can’t answer something, we have a network
across Essex to draw upon, particularly
Answers Direct, where staff have more
detailed knowledge and resources.
So, if you’re not already a member, what
are you waiting for?
We look forward to seeing you soon.
Find us next door to the Co-Op:
Tues
2:00 - 6:00
10:00 - 6:00
Thurs
Sat
10:00 - 5:00
You can contact us on 01245 225603 or
Danbury.Library@essex.gov.uk

The
Danbury
Bridge Circle
We meet for duplicate bridge at the
Danbury Sports and Social Centre on
Wednesday afternoons at 1.15pm.
Play starts at 1.25 pm prompt and
finishes at 4.30 pm. We are a friendly
club and have a short tea break during
the afternoon. We have a mixture of
abilities from more experienced players
to those just starting to play, hence it
might be a good club to start playing
bridge when you have not played
bridge at a club before.
People who are interested in playing at
the Danbury Bridge Circle can contact
David or Elly Bunn for further
information on 01245 224642.

Lingwood
Bridge
Club
We are a small friendly club that
meets for duplicate bridge at the
Danbury Sports and Social Centre on
Tuesday evenings at 7.15 for 7.25 start.
There is a range of abilities amongst
the members of the club, from those
who are improvers from local bridge
classes to those members who play at
County level. We welcome players of
all abilities.
If you would like to come along
please phone Sue Thorburn on 07761
967355. Don’t worry if you do not have
a partner, Sue will try to put you in
touch with someone.
To find out more about the club go
to www.lingwoodbridgeclub.org.uk

Danbury Country Markets Ltd – Thursday Market
Our aim at Country Markets which
is open to all is to provide high quality
and value for money freshly prepared
food which complies with trading
www.danbury-essex.gov.uk

regulations.
The Market takes place at the
Danbury Community Association
Sports Hall Eves Corner, Danbury every
page 12

Thursday 9-10.15am.
If you would like to know more please
speak to our Market Organiser Mrs J
Holmes or telephone 01245 224813
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Fitness Suite
In December our gym partners, Competition Line, will
be refurbishing the gym. This will include the provision of
a new floor, new air conditioning units, improved
ventilation, and redecoration throughout. In addition, the
existing cardio-vascular equipment will be replaced with
state of the art Technogym treadmills, X-trainers and bikes.
A new Concept 2 rower will also be installed.
You can try out the upgraded facility in the New Year at
NO COST. Just call into the Centre and pick up a FREE
PASS from Reception - we will also be offering generous
discounts to new members in January, so watch out for
details.

Danbury Pre-School
is Moving

Winter Ball - Saturday 13th November
This is a formal evening of sophisticated elegance
where you will be able to dance the night away or simply
sit back and enjoy the music provided by the local Sid
Bolan Band.
The Overtures 60’s Show - Saturday 4th December
This incredible band are again performing their
famous 60’s tribute act in Danbury. They are rumoured
to be ‘the best band of their kind in the world’.
Quiz Night - Saturday 11th December
Form your own team (maximum 8) to take on the
reigning champions.
Take That & Party Band - Saturday 29th January
This will the first time they have played in Danbury
so come along to see if you agree that they are as good as
the originals.

The Pre-School has been a tenant of the building
ever since the Centre opened, but it will be moving to its
own building in the New Year. The children have been
a welcome sight each morning and their presence will be
sorely missed. We are grateful for their support over last
20+ years and wish them all the best in their new
accommodation.

Abba Tribute Band - Saturday 26th March
Returning again as a favourite with the members they
are always a complete success. We expect this to be a
great night’s entertainment for everyone.

New Activities

Membership

in the New Year

Are you a member? If not why not?
We need your support, so pop in to see our wonderful
facilities and the activities on offer - Annual
Membership is only £15 with reductions for students and
senior citizens.
More information is available at 01245 224515 or
www.danburysportscentre.co.uk.

Potentially, we will have ‘spare’ capacity every
weekday morning which is a tremendous opportunity to
provide additional activities for the residents, members
and their guests. It is not just about sporting activities.
We have already had enquiries about running a slimming
club and regular art classes. Local businesses too will be
able to hire the room for a seminar, management
meeting or conference. We will arrange refreshments
from a professional caterer.
If you have any ideas on needs, please contact Adrian
at the Centre or 01245 224515.

Forthcoming Events
Our regular functions continue to be very successful.
Here is the list for the next few months

www.danbury-essex.gov.uk

Volunteers
We are always looking for new volunteers to help
with the management of the Centre. If you have time on
your hands and want to give something back to the
community, please consider assisting us in running of
your Centre. Again, please contact Adrian in the first
instance and one of the officials will provide you with
more information.
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Steve Holland Treasurer/Secretary
www.danburysportscentre.co.uk for membership
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Danbury Pre-Schools

Danbury Pre-Schools has a new home and is now located within
the grounds of St Johns Primary School. After securing an award for
a Capital Buildings Grant from Essex County Council the team, led
by Mel Bajic and Debbie Hay, worked to build a log cabin, from a
local company. The new building has two classrooms and a garden
space. The garden has a themed ‘Treasure Island’ area, raised
planting beds and a new playhouse which have been bought by our
own fundraising efforts. There is a purpose built area for a kitchen
that the children can access for cooking and washing up.
We continue to offer morning and afternoon sessional care for

children under school age but can now also offer a full pre-school
day. From next year we are pleased to announce that we will be
providing Breakfast and After School Clubs and some Holiday
Club provision. We have been established in Danbury for nearly 50
years as a local, community driven charity. We
continue to have excellent working
relationships with our local primary schools.
For details of our waiting list and
availability please call our administrator on
0845 643 0076.

Danbury Times
finds another
Danbury Palace baby!
“Hello! I'm ringing to say I was
born at Danbury Palace” It's always a
pleasure to both Marie Polley and me
to hear these words, but on the last
occasion the call came from North
Wales. Our next get-together, is on
DECEMBER 4TH AT THE
CHURCH MEETING ROOM
www.danbury-essex.gov.uk

FROM 1PM-4PM and will be as
requested a BRING & SHARE
LUNCH.
By that date we hope to be
welcoming the 300th "baby" traced
since our first meeting at the Palace in
2005. At each reunion we are
delighted to meet these wonderful
page 14

ladies who are now well into their
nineties, but with the most amazing
memories of their time at this wartime
maternity hospital.
Further
details
from
Caroline Lambert- 01245 224661
Marie Polley- 01245 356276 website;
danburyparkbabies.org.uk
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Chelmsford Heating,
Insulation
and Home
improvements info
For any information regarding
heating, insulation, or issues with
suppliers or installers please call the
Energy Saving Trust on 0800 512012.
Remember that homeowners or
private tenants over the age or 70 or
on certain benefits should receive
free insulation (always subject to a
technical survey. The survey is always
free and no-obligation and any
installer recommended by the EST
will have the proper accreditation.
This information correct as of March
2010.
Local schemes
The HEEP scheme - Herts Essex
Energy Partnership; £99* loft and
£99* cavity wall insulation 0800 980
6026 www.heepgrant.org
Interest free loans of up to 50% of
the eligible costs or £6000 whichever
is the least are available to cover
Renewables or Solid Wall insulation
(This scheme may also cover
Heating, Renewables or Solid Wall
insulation if the client is in receipt of
certain means tested benefits)
*subject to a technical survey
National Schemes
Warm Front provides heating
systems for those in receipt of certain
benefits. Warm front top-ups may be
available if there is an excess to pay
0800 316 2805 www.warmfront.co.uk
Call the local authority to find
out further information on housing
issues 01245 606584.
Non means tested national
schemes
Warm Front 60+ Rebate
Scheme
(non-means
tested)
provides £300 towards the cost of a
new boiler if a member of the
household is over 60 and your boiler
is beyond repair. 0800 316 2805
www.warmfront.co.uk
Further assistance
Home Improvement Agency Guinness Independence at Home.
Phone 01245 392121.
Wireless energy Monitors are
available for hire free from all Essex
libraries.
www.danbury-essex.gov.uk

DANBURY
MEDICAL CENTRE
We are still in limbo on our new
premises, not assisted by all the major
reorganisation going on in the NHS
currently. 3 PCTs are merging in North
Essex (though effectively it just means one
Chief Executive rather than three, as all
three PCTs will remain as statutory bodies
until 2013). We will let everyone know if
there is any change in position.

Flu season
Don’t forget to book in for the flu jab,
practices should all have them by now.
Priority is given to older people, and people
with long term conditions such as asthma,
COPD, diabetes and heart problems.

Changes in
the NHS
I am sure most people will have heard
of the changes afoot in the NHS. I was
lucky to be asked to a ministerial
consultation with Simon Burns, MP. It is
clear that this change will occur, and
relatively quickly. As a practice, we feel
well prepared, and are already part of a well
organised consortium. We are fortunate in
Mid Essex that GPs locally all tend to work
well together, and I believe there will be
some real opportunities to commission
more effective care closer to home for a
number of our patients, provided we can
get the right skills and support . We will
want to work with our patients to try and
identify where changes will help the most.
There will hopefully be more clarity once
the new Health Bill is published.

Memory Clinic
A new memory clinic, based at the
Crystal Centre near the Linden Centre, has
been open a little while now. It is an
excellent service, providing a holistic
assessment of people worrying that their

memory is worsening, and helping diagnose
underlying causes more effectively. If you, or
any of you family, have worries relating to
this, please discuss with any of our nurses or
doctors, or you can book in with our Health
Care Assistant, Jo, who is trained in
screening and referring for this service

Health Care Assistant,
Jo Fawkes
We are delighted that Jo has become our
Health Care Assistant at the practice. She
has worked for us for several years within
our administration, but has always wanted
to provide care. She is a big support to our
clinical team, as she is trained to do ECGS,
blood pressures and screening for routine
problems. She is supported and mentored
by our nurses in this role.

PIG group
As ever, we are very grateful to our
Patient Involvement Group, who have
supported our practice over many years, and
raised much needed funds for equipment
such as our 24 hour BP machines, event
monitors and oxygen saturation monitors.
All of which means we can avoid having to
refer people to hospital, and manage them
well at home. In addition, they are planning
an event next Easter in the Village Hall,
around how to reduce stress in your lives,
especially faced with the current recession.
It will involve people from local charities,
from the Healthy Living Initiative, mental
health and wellbeing services and ways to
exercise! A more formal invitation will be
forthcoming, once it is fully organised.
Dr Caroline Dollery
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07774 046925

Carols
At Eves Corner

... in raising funds for:
Farleigh Hospice
£8,853

Wednesday
15th December 2010

Christian Aid Week
£9,179

The Churches of Danbury will
lead a service of Carols around
the Christmas tree with the
commencing at 8pm.
Refreshments will be served
afterwards at the URC Hall.
Printed by Maldon Printing Co. Design and Artwork Tressider Associates
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Thank you
Danbury ...

or contact us at
www.danburyplayers.co.uk

St. John
Baptist Church
£4,500

The Parish Office is usually open Monday to Friday
from 9.15am to 1pm. It is situated between the
bowling and tennis clubs. The ramp from Mayes
Lane car park leads down to it.
Parish Office, Mayes Lane CM3 4NJ
Tel: 225111 Fax: 226798
E-mail:
parish.council@danbury-essex.gov.uk

www.danbury-essex.gov.uk
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Start the festive season with us at
Danbury Village Hall from
13th To 19th December matinees
and evenings
Box Office:
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the
Beanstalk
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The Danbury Players
Proudly Present
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MAYES LANE
CAR PARK
The large recycling bins will be
removed to provide additional
parking as residents now have
regular collections

