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No. 42

ANNUAL REPORT
ANNUAL PARISH MEETING
ALL DANBURY RESIDENTS
are invited to attend on Monday 18th April at the Danbury Sports and
Social Centre at 8pm.
Tea, coﬀee, soft drinks and biscuits will be available from7.00pm and there is a bar on the floor above.
There will be stalls set up by various village organisations.
There will be a presentation by Michelle Gardiner of the Rural Community Council of Essex on
creating a Neighbourhood Plan.
A resume of the year by the Chairman of Parish Council and the Annual Finance Report will be
available, and there will be an opportunity for questions from the floor.

NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN
SHAPE DANBURY FOR THE FUTURE – A LEGACY
As Chelmsford City Council is now working towards its local Development Plan to cover 2021 to 2036,
this is a good time for Danbury to consider completing a Neighbourhood Plan in conjunction with
Chelmsford City Council’s Plan. This document would agree in partnership with Chelmsford City Council
on the shape of planned growth in Danbury. The Parish Council has registered an interest with the City
Council to commence the process. The first consultation has begun and will end on April 28th; see
Parish Council Website for more details.

Volunteers Needed
To get started the following are required:
A Steering Group (from the Community not just the Parish Council).
Then, a Time Plan, Publicity, Evidence Base, Draft Proposals (in conjunction with planners).
The Parish Council will need the help of its residents to make up the steering group.
Come and listen to find out more from the Speaker at the Annual Parish Meeting as above.

www.danbury-essex.gov.uk
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DANBURY PARISH COUNCIL
Chairman of
Parish Council

Stuart Berlyn
13 Hopping Jacks lane
Danbury CM3 4PN
01245 225883
stuart.berlyn@danbury-essex.gov.uk

Ex-Oﬃcio member
of all committees

Margaret Saunders

Parish Clerk

April Chapman
6 Southview Road
Danbury CM3 4DX
01245 224791
april.chapman@danbury-essex.gov.uk

Vice-Chairman of
Parish Council
Ex-Oﬃcio member
of all committees,
Chairman of
Environment

Maria Dyer

Assistant Clerk

Dan Carlin
little Orchard,
Postman’s lane,
little Baddow, CM3 4SF
Tel. 01245 224805

Hannah Mayes

Assistant Clerk

Member of
Environment and
Planning
Robin Dickens

Groundsman

Amanda Gardiner
School House
Well lane
Danbury CM3 4AB
01245 225366

Member of
Planning and
Environment

Gary Gardiner
School House
Well lane
Danbury CM3 4AB
Tel 01245 225366

Vice-Chairman of
Resources, Member
of Facilities

Barbara Hallett
Orchard lodge
Cherry Garden lane
Danbury CM3 4QY
Tel 01245 226523

Member of
Environment and
Resources

Alan Keeler
Hazelbank, Fitzwalter lane
Danbury CM3 4DZ
01245 222329
alan.keeler@danbury-essex.gov.uk

Member of
Environment,
Facilities and
Planning

Brian Kennewell
82 Maldon Road
Danbury CM3 4QW
01245 226476
brian.kennewell@danbury-essex.gov.uk

Chairman of
Resources,
Member of Facilities

Paul Sutton
4 The Heights
Danbury CM3 4AG
Tel: 917507
paul.sutton@danbury-essex.gov.uk

Member of
Environment and
Facilities

Max Telling
Colne lodge, 42 Peartree lane
Danbury CM3 4lS
01245 226037
max.telling@danbury-essex.gov.uk

Chairman of
Planning,
Member of
Facilities

Richard Wakefield
White Gable
Runsell Green
Danbury CM3 4QZ
Tel. 227173

Member of
Environment and
Facilities

ADDITIONAL MEMBERS
John Alexander

Roger Cole-Jones
Danbury Society

www.danbury-essex.gov.uk

Planning

Planning

PARISH COUNCIL STAFF

NORMAL PARISH OFFICE
OPENING TIMES
Monday to Friday 9.15 am to 1 pm.
The Old School House, Main Road,
Danbury, Essex CM3 4NQ
Tel: 01245 225111 Fax: 01245 226798
E-mail: parish.council@danbury-essex.gov.uk
Website: www.danbury-essex.gov.uk
Like us on Facebook

DATES OF MEETINGS
APRIL 2016
Wed
13th
Mon
18th
Mon
25th
Wed
27th
MAY 2016
Wed
11th
Mon
16th
Wed
18th
Mon
23rd
Wed
25th
JUNE 2016
Mon
13th
Wed
29th
JULY 2016
Mon
4th
Wed
13th
Mon
18th
Wed
20th
Mon
25th
Wed
27th

Facilities
Annual Parish Meeting
Planning
Resources
Annual Parish council
environment
Facilities
Planning
Resources
Accounts, then Planning
Resources
Planning
Facilities
environment
Resources
Planning
Parish council

All meetings
begin at 7.30pm
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CHAIRMAN’S ANNUAL REPORT
Mike Wood
It is with great sadness that I report the death of Mike, he became a member of the council in 1995 from
which time he was actively involved in all council work.
In the early days he was Chairman of Facilities and when I was first elected as Chairman of Council he
became my Vice Chairman, attending the majority of meetings, a role he undertook with great vigour
until last May when he stood down, continuing until his death as Chairman of our Communications group
and attending many other meetings,. He was a great support with his advice and guidance being invaluable
to me and to the council.
Mike took great pleasure in attending our work with the local schools and ensured that we still enjoyed cricket on Dawsons
Field. He enjoyed many things both in council and outside including u3A and Danbury Open Gardens showing oﬀ with his
wife liz their fantastic garden.
I wish liz and the family our condolences – Mike will be greatly missed.

Councillor Changes
Arthur Allen has retired from council and I thank him for his hard work on behalf of the village.

What does the Chairman do?
This year I thought that I would give you a taste of some of the activities I undertake for the benefit of Danbury and its residents
in addition to chairing main council and attending most other committee and working group meetings:
1) I am one of two executive members of the Essex Association of local Councils (EAlC) representing the
Chelmsford City area. The executive meets regularly and represents every town and parish council in Essex. It
liaises with the National Association of local Councils (NAlC) who have direct access to central government
and meets frequently with ministers to lobby on your behalf about issues aﬀecting the local communities.
2) I am a member of the EAlC Personnel and Finance committees and am Vice Chairman of the larger
local Councils Forum.
3) One day last year I received a letter from Buckingham Palace which contained an invitation to attend St James
Palace for HRH Prince Charles’s launch of BIMBY that’s ‘Beauty In My Back Yard’. The Prince’s Trust was
launching a computer software package intended to assist in the development of neighbourhood plans.
My invitation (only one of two in Essex) came as a result of my interest in planning and via the NAlC,
4) I attended a countywide conference on Policing, hosted by the Police & Crime Commissioner (PCC) jointly
with the EAlC. It was such a success that it is being repeated again this year. The PCC and very senior police
oﬃcers attended to updated members on the police service and their plans for the future. This was followed by
a Q & A session.

Training & Development
Several newer members of council attended training supplied by EAlC on procedures, policies, laws aﬀecting members including
the ‘Code of Conduct’, with others attending Planning Forums and Highways/parking partnership meetings at Chelmsford
City Council.
All members of staﬀ are encouraged to undertake personal development and some of the courses they have attended in the last
year include Risk Assessment resulting in being qualified to undertake them, Code of Conduct, Playground Safety, Human
Resources Employment, Audit and Procurement. Well done to all and thanks.

Special Thanks
I wish record my thanks to everyone who has contributed to village life and to the work of council and wish you all a
‘Happy Easter’.
In particular I wish to thank the staﬀ - Margaret, Hannah, Maria and Robin - for all their hard work, dedication and loyalty.
Without them we would not have been able to achieve all that we have.
Thanks also go to my elected colleagues, for their hard work, patience and dedication.

STuART BERlYN, CHAIRMAN
www.danbury-essex.gov.uk
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ENVIRONMENT
The Committee met 6 times over the year dealing with a
range of issues. Some were resolved such as the new
information board at Church Green about the Iron Age
site, repair of the worst pavements on Belvedere Road, or
removal of fly-tipping.
Other problems await decisions by Essex County Council
(ECC) such as the further work needed to roads and
pavements in Belvedere Road and surrounding areas
which must wait for funding to be available, hopefully in
the 2016/17 financial year, after inspection in April 2016:
the restoring/clearance of the footway between Poplar
Farm and Overshot Bridge: making the roads around the green triangle at the junction of The Heights and
Well lane one way because of their narrowness and vehicles parking there. The local Highways Panel were
asked to consider a 30mph limit on Woodhill Road because of the bends, narrow footways, speeding cars
and increasing traﬃc which will increase further with the Maldon developments; we await their answer.
Some works are approved but so far not done such as the footway between Woodhill Road and Mayes lane
which was due to be completed by February 2016. We are told some are not resolvable such as the parking
problems on Well lane.
Two footpath oﬃcers volunteered and send reports on any problems for each meeting. The Committee agreed
to renew the woodchip on Footpath 17 as and when the usual helpers are available. There is still no Public
Rights of Way Inspector specifically for the Danbury area which means delays in requests being dealt with.
Representatives go to the Bus Transport Partnership meetings in Maldon, to Highways and South Essex
Parking Partnership meetings in Chelmsford and to other groups.
Project Danbury has dug in free manure from a local farm and planting of the bed outside the Old Pavilion
has begun. Other schemes are being discussed or started. If you have suggestions of how Danbury could be
made greener or more attractive please get in touch.
living landscapes, an initiative from Essex Wildlife Trust, has done hedging and clearance work in the area,
and sites for barn owl boxes are being negotiated.
Verge parking damages the grass and kerb, is a hazard if it obscures sight lines, and is obstruction if it hinders
the passage of pushchairs, wheelchairs and those with a visual or mobility impairment. In areas with Traﬃc
Regulation Orders (e.g. yellow lines) it can be reported to the South Essex Parking Partnership on 01245
606710; in areas without, it is a police matter.
Finally we note that maturing hedges in various areas of the village such as Woodhill Road, Maldon Road
and Main Road, are increasing in width to the extent that they are dangerously narrowing footways, causing
pedestrians to walk very close to the edge of the road with all its traﬃc. Gravel/pebbles from driveways are
also proving a hazard to pedestrians. These issues have been forwarded to ECC but please be aware of your
hedges and drives.
APRIl CHAPMAN, CHAIRMAN
www.danbury-essex.gov.uk
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FACILITIES
Danbury Sports and Social Centre (DCA)
Work has been completed on the apex and signage, the toilets refurbished, fire damage repaired in the ladies’ changing rooms, the
metal posts and changing room doors renovated and backflow protection installed according to Water Board requirements.
Work is on-going about other issues such as the football changing room drain, the leaking roof and lED lighting for the bollards.

Dawson Memorial Field
The Essex Playing Fields Association gave their annual awards for the field in general, the children’s playground, the cricket
and football pitches. There will be a second cricket team using the field this year – fixture dates below.
Play in the Park was successful again in August despite poor weather for the first day; 2 more sessions have been booked
for this August. The Pre-school Event on June 14th was also successful despite drizzle and plans are in hand to repeat it as
a Village Fayre this July.
Some low risk remedial work was carried out this year on the play park, and very low risk left over to the next financial
year. Due to the heavier prolonged wet spells in the last 2 years there have been occasions when the football pitches have
been unplayable. Parish Council is actively researching with the Essex County Football Association on how to improve
the situation.

Robin’s Nest
CCTV cameras have been installed and the security of the building increased as a response to the recent break-in.

Old Pavilion
The timber posts have been treated, the exterior painted, the new name board put up, information and notice boards renewed,
hedgehogs installed (don’t ask), and the toilets refurbished including the alteration of one for disabled use. Work will be
done on further insulation and crawl boards in the loft.

Ponds
Once the pond at Eves Corner began to refill Parish Council arranged for Essex County Council to clear the drains
which will be flushed annually. The terrapin and fish had been removed and Facilities urge people NOT to put
unwanted creatures in the pond because they will suﬀer in dry weather and cause the village expense in further
removals. Excess reeds and weed were then removed in September by The Conservation Volunteers aided by some
Councillors and residents.
Some reeds and small trees edging Runsell Green pond were removed in September. The wild flower area planted by
children from the primary schools was illicitly cut by persons unknown; some of the later wild flowers managed to bloom.
Litter bins
Extra bins were installed at Copt Hill and Hoynors. Chelmsford City Council had agreed to empty all bins
weekly for free until November; the Committee decided to pay for the continuance of weekly emptying, in the
forthcoming year.

Danbury Cricket – 2016 Fixtures (...as at 17 Feb 2016)

Oaklands Cricket Club

Home fixtures 1.00 pm start, eves corner

Home games at eves corner

23rd April
30th April
7th May
28th May
11th June
25th June
16th July
23rd July
6th August
20th August
3rd September

Club Match (friendly)
Boreham (friendly)
Terling 2nds
Rayleigh Fairview 2nds
Rayleigh 4ths
Wickham 1sts
South Weald 2nds
Boreham 1sts
Noah Hill Taverners 2nds
Eastwood 2nds
Ongar 1sts

14th May
21st May
4th June
2nd July
9th July
30th July
13th August
27th August

ALL SUPPORTERS ALWAYS WELCOME
www.danbury-essex.gov.uk
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PLANNING
In February 2015 the committee welcomed Mr Roger Cole-Jones who will now represent the Danbury Society.
A further application for Danbury Palace had been approved by Chelmsford City Council (CCC) in 2014 and work continues
to be carried out on this site. We await the first occupants for Danbury Palace which should be completed during 2016.
The new Maldon District local Development Plan has been called in by the Department for Communities and local
Government, and we await the outcome. During the year, the Committee has objected to several large developments in
the Maldon District, and in other parishes, due to the implications on traﬃc through Danbury.
CCC held a Parish Council Forum on 8th December 2015 which was attended by Cllrs Berlyn and Telling. The following
points were discussed:
Danbury Planning Framework (DPF) would expire when Chelmsford’s current plan expires in 2021. The Parish Council could
then either submit a reviewed DPF or produce a Neighbourhood Plan. It was recommended by the Committee, and
subsequently agreed by the Parish Council, to undertake a Neighbourhood Plan and this is now in the initial stages with CCC.
Pre-application advice was being more frequently sought from CCC. It was suggested that it would be useful for the
Parish Council to be given copies of the advice: CCC will consider this.
Infill development was now more acceptable and it was now easier for agricultural dwellings to be converted to
residential buildings.
In December, a presentation was given by the representative of the owner of Old Chase Farm, Hyde lane informing the
Committee of an intention to submit an outline planning application for 59 houses and a shop. This application has since
been submitted to CCC and objected to by the Parish Council.
A further development in Bicknacre for 110 houses, a school and other infrastructure at Horseshoe Farm has also been
made. Danbury Parish Council submitted objections and comments. This application has been objected to by Woodham
Ferrers and Bicknacre Parish Council and refused by CCC and has now gone to appeal. A second planning application has
since been submitted for the same site which is yet to be determined by CCC.
A presentation was made to the Committee in January 2016 regarding a development of 5000 houses and associated
infrastructure at Hammonds Farm. This has not yet been submitted as a formal planning application but CCC have
discounted this site in their New local Plan Issues and Options Consultation document.

Appeals
Following CCC’s refusal of applications, 4 appeals were dealt with by the Planning Inspectorate. Three of these were allowed
(land at Rosemary, Maldon Road, the site at 20 little Baddow Road, Woodend Cat Hotel, 77 Hopping Jacks lane) and
one refused (Tylarke, Southwood Chase).

Medical Centre
The Medical Centre is expected to be opened in March 2016. A new entrance has been created from Maldon Road. The
condition for a pedestrian crossing, scheduled to be installed outside the Medical Centre to precede or coincide with its
opening, has been amended by CCC to allow for the Medical Centre to open on time; however, the crossing is still scheduled
to be installed within a year.

Trees
Two residents have volunteered to become Tree Wardens and the Committee welcomes their support. The Parish Council
now has three Tree Wardens in total.
Two oak trees were given to the Parish Council by CCC. One has been planted at Danbury Park School and the other
next to ‘Robins Nest’ to replace the tree that had died.

Summary
In the calendar year ending 31st December 2015 the Planning Committee met 14 times and considered 68 applications,
commenting on 30 of these. One application was refused and three withdrawn. The remainder were either approved or are
awaiting a decision by CCC. There were also over 50 applications to fell or prune trees.

MAX TEllING, CHAIRMAN

www.danbury-essex.gov.uk
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RESOURCES
An analysis of the Parish Council’s income and expenditure for the year ended 31st March 2015 is shown in the attached pie charts.
The precept for 2014/15 amounted to £179,334 whilst the local Council Tax Support grant added a further £7,116. Rental income
of £35,086 was slightly lower than the previous year with reductions in football income (mainly due to adverse weather conditions)
and hire of the field. In addition to local Council Tax Support, we were fortunate to receive grants including £20,000 from the
Essex County Council Community Initiatives Fund and £10,000 from the Essex Environment Trust which together with a grant
of £500 from Essex Playing Fields towards the cost of refurbishing the play area on Dawson Field, an award of £150 from the
Certificate of local Council Administration organisation, and £500 the Condition Improvement Fund towards emergency roof
work, then £200 from Danbury Society towards the Christmas tree. Section 106 monies totalled £10,618.
The major expenditure in 2014/15 was in respect of the play area where some £47,000 was spent on new equipment, the relocation
of existing equipment and the installation of new surfaces. There was also some £15,000 spent on replacing the steps to the side of
the Sports and Social Centre and laying a new path from the lower car park to the rear entrances to the Centre. Almost £8,000 was
spent on the Old Pavilion where a flat roof had to be repaired together with work on the kitchen ceiling and lighting.
The precept for the current year (2015/16) was set at £181,512 an increase of 1.18% on the previous year. Approximately 50% of the
increase was due to additional expenditure whilst the balance was due to the reduction in the local Council Tax Support grant. This
grant has been further reduced for 2016/17 which together with additional costs for the Parish Council has resulted in a precept for
the coming year of £184,613. We have been notified that the Council Tax Base (the number of band D equivalent properties) for
Danbury will increase for 2016/17 which should result in a small reduction for a B and D property to £77.58, a fall of 0.7%.

BRIAN kENNEWEll, CHAIRMAN
Parish Council Income 2014-2015

Parish Council Expenditure 2014-2015

OTHER INCOME

£97,308
ADMINISTRATION
GENERAL RESERVE

£89,315

£97,308
PRECEPT

£179,334

GENERAL RESERVE

LOAN REPAYMENT

£9,095

£97,308

PUBLICITY

£454,104

£454,104

£2,364
GRANTS & DONATIONS

£1,867
OTHER

£2,364

EARMARKED

£85,131
EARMARKED

£91,515

RENTS

RUNNING COSTS

£148,995

£35,086

SUMMARY OF THE YEAR (2015 – 2016)
Thursday 7th May, 2015 saw the Parish Council return an uncontested Election with 12 (from the possible 15) councillors
elected unopposed.
The Parish Council has managed to recruit a further Parish Councillor during the year, Paul Sutton.
During the year we have been trying to actively recruit new members and with the sad loss of Mike Wood and the
resignation of Arthur Allen we are now looking for 4 new councillors.
At the Annual Parish Council Meeting after the election the Council voted to remain a Power of Competence Council.
The major project for the year was the updating of the toilet facilities at the Sports and Social Centre and the continued
refurbishment of the Old Pavilion with new toilets (one for disabled access). This project was funded with £10,000 from
Awards for All lottery Grant, and with £4247 from Section 106 monies, together with funding from the Parish Council.

www.danbury-essex.gov.uk
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SUMMARY OF THE YEAR (2015 – 2016)

continued...

The Parish Council has continued to lobby for the Post Oﬃce to be retained in the Co-op. It is understood at the moment
that this is at contract stage.
Members of the communications group continued to work with the village primary schools to explain the work of Council.
It is hoped that during the next year a Strategic 5 year Business Plan can be put together for the Parish Council. All committees
have input to this document.
The Tennis Club lease has now been completed and will run until 2038. This coincides with the lease for the Old School House
which runs until 2038 as well and covers the Meeting Room and the Parish Oﬃce end of the building.
An Extraordinary Parish Council Meeting was held to listen to Essex County Councillor John Spence’s proposals regarding the
devolution of powers from central government and schemes whereby community groups were aiding the elderly staying in their own
homes. Danbury was praised for all the groups running within the village with the Parish Oﬃce acting as a link for these services.
The traﬃc lights at the time of writing this editorial still have not yet gone live but are waiting for the link for the CCTV to the
Essex County Council control room at County Hall.
Chelmsford City Council has commenced work on the new local plan for Chelmsford until 2036. Reported elsewhere the
Parish Council is looking to complete a Neighbourhood Plan for Danbury but needs active involvement by residents who are
not Parish Councillors. Please come and listen to the talk at the Annual Parish Meeting by Michelle Gardiner from the Rural
Community Council.
Thanks go to the Danbury Society for their grant of £200 for the village Christmas tree.

MARGARET SAuNDERS, PARISH ClERk

DANBURY & BICKNACRE COMMUNITY FIRST RESPONDERS
2015 proved to be the busiest year by far for the volunteers of Danbury and Bicknacre Community First Responder Group. We were
activated to 580 emergency calls from members of our communities suﬀering from potentially life threatening medical conditions. It
puts our previous busiest year, 2014 into the shade as we only responded to 484 calls! November was our busiest month as we were
activated to 70 calls, followed by December with 66. Our busiest village was Danbury with 224 calls, South Woodham Ferrers 102 and
Bicknacre with 71. Our volunteers willingly travel to wherever they’re needed (within reasonable travelling time).
We currently have 9 active volunteers within the group, plus 2 others who are away studying at university, but when they return home
during the holidays and occasional weekends, will also provide cover for the villages. We covered the festive season too. Whilst families
were enjoying their Christmas and New Year, such is the dedication of our group, we managed to have someone on call 24 hours a day.
We’re unpaid volunteers, yet we provided 7,190 hours of cover throughout 2015 which equates to volunteers being available for 600
hours every month of the year. I am extremely proud of this achievement.
Additionally, most of our group are trained British Heart Foundation Heartstart instructors. We deliver CPR sessions free of charge to
our communities. This year we have provided these courses at Danbury Sports and Social Centre, Woodham Mortimer Village Hall
and to students of the Sandon School and many others.
I am immensely grateful for the support from the community. Danbury Mission allow us to use their building free of charge for our
monthly training nights. The members of the Danbury Business lunch Club have again given donations to our group. Without this
support we would not be as successful. So thank you to everyone who supports us.
We are in need of more volunteers. Volunteers must be at least 18 years of age and have access to a car. There is no upper age limit for
a volunteer, but you must be physically able to move a patient if needed. This voluntary work fits round your family/work life. Volunteers
have the equipment bag with them (usually in their car) and go about their daily routine until contacted by the Ambulance Service.
They then respond to the call, deal with the patient and when finished return to what they were doing. No previous experience is needed
and training is provided by East of England Ambulance Service and ongoing training by the Community First Responder Group.
If you would like to know more please contact the coordinator, Gordon Wren on 01245 224309.

We do make a diﬀerence. could you?
www.danbury-essex.gov.uk
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