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DANBURY PARISH COUNCIL 
A Quality Council 
 

ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE 
 
Minutes of the meeting of the held on Monday 21st May 2018 at 7.30pm in the 
Committee Room, the Old School House, Main Road, Danbury 
 
Present: Cllrs:    Mrs B Hallett (Vice Chairman), S Berlyn (ex officio), C Baker,  
  Mrs M Hessing, A Keeler, J Steele 
 
In attendance:  Mrs L Mitchelmore, Assistant Clerk 
  
1  Election of Chairman 2018-19 
Cllr Berlyn nominated Cllr Mrs Chapman to serve as Chairman of the Environment 
Committee for the current municipal year; this was seconded by Cllr Steele.  There 
were no further nominations and Cllr Mrs Chapman was elected unanimously. 
RESOLVED: that Cllr Mrs Chapman be elected to serve as Chairman of the 
Environment Committee for the municipal year 2018-19 
 
2  Election of Vice Chairman 2018-19 
Cllr  Steele nominated Cllr Mrs Hallett to serve as Vice Chairman of the Environment 
Committee for the current municipal year; this was seconded by Cllr Mrs Hessing.  
There were no further nominations and Cllr Mrs Hallett was elected unanimously. 
RESOLVED: that Cllr Mrs Hallett be elected to serve as Vice Chairman of the 
Planning Committee for the municipal year 2018-19. 
 
3  Apologies for Absence 
Apologies were received and accepted from Cllrs Mrs A Chapman, G Chapman and 
J Thombs.   
 
4  Declarations of Interest 
All Members were reminded that they must disclose any pecuniary or non-pecuniary 
interests they know they might have in items of business on the meeting’s agenda 
and that they must do so at this point on the agenda or as soon as they became 
aware of the interest.  They were reminded that they would need to repeat their 
declaration at the appropriate point in the meeting and leave the room if the interest 
was a pecuniary one.  They were also obliged to notify the Monitoring Officer of the 
interest within 28 days of the meeting, if they had not previously notified her about it.  
Unforeseen interests must be declared similarly at the appropriate time.  
 
There were no interests declared.   
 
5  Public Questions  
There were no members of the public present. 
 
6  Minutes of the Environment Committee 
RESOLVED:  that the minutes of the meeting held on 5th March 2018 be approved 
and signed as a correct record.   
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7  Footpaths  
7.1  Footpath Gate at Churchyard/Allotments 
Correspondence had been received from the Hon Secretary of the Parochial Church 
Council (PCC) at The Parish Church of St John the Baptist. The Church would agree 
to a bicycle gate being erected in the churchyard but the installation should be 
carried out at no financial cost to the church.  Details of a proposed specification and 
costing were included.  Cllr G Chapman had previously informed a Fabric Officer at 
the Church that the Parish Council could not fund such a project and that it would be 
a matter for the Church and local residents to decide how to manage the way 
forward.  The Essex PROW and Localism Officer had requested that any design 
should be approved by the Danbury PROW Officer. 
RESOLVED:  That the Assistant Clerk would write to the Church to inform them that 
the Parish Council would not be able to fund the bicycle gate. 
 
7.2  Footpath Maps 
The new footpath map had been printed with the old Parish Council Address. It was 
noted that the proofs had been checked and approved by Cllrs, however, they had 
not expected the previous office address to be on the map as the previous edition 
had the new address. 
RESOLVED:  That the Assistant Clerk would contact the company to discuss the 
error. 
 
7.3  Footpath Officer Reports  
One Footpath Officer’s report had been circulated.  Cllr G Chapman would circulate 
a full report at the next meeting but had identified some issues.  The Assistant Clerk 
had reported them ECC. 
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted. 
 
8  Bus Transportation  
The minutes from the meeting of the 19th March 2018 were circulated. The 
representative from Danbury had attended and a report was circulated. The 
representative had raised the Parish Council’s concerns about the recent accident 
involving students crossing the road and Cllrs discussed this under agenda item 8.3 
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.   
 
8  Highway Matters  
8.1  Highways matters (reported items) 
i)  Items had been reported and updates requested.  Issues had been taken off the 
list where they had not met ECC criteria at present and would be monitored.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.   
ii)  A wall had been reported by a resident as being potentially dangerous.  It had 
been investigated by the Building Control Officer and was not considered to be a 
dangerous structure at that time.  If the wall deteriorated and became dangerous, the 
Building Officer would inform the owner; however, the Officer had not been able to 
determine the ownership of the wall and had enquired as to whether the Parish 
Council would be able to assist. 
RESOLVED:  That the Assistant Clerk would write to the resident of the property 
adjacent to the wall to enquire as to whether they knew who the owner of the wall 
was. 
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8.2  Additional Bollards at junction of The Avenue & Maldon Rd (prevent 
footway parking) 
Tesco had recently reopened.  The SEPP would carry out some monitoring but had 
asked if the Council could also monitor the area (taking photos if possible) to 
evidence any ongoing issues.  The resident who raised the original complaint would 
also monitor.  No further updates had been received.  The existing bollards had been 
damaged. 
RESOLVED:  that the Assistant Clerk would report the damaged bollards and Cllrs 
would evidence any ongoing issues.   
 
8.3  Request to change speed limit/additional signage Maldon Road A414 
i)  The Transport Representative had raised the issue of student safety when 
alighting from the bus and crossing the road at the transportation meeting.  The Bus 
Managers, who provide bus services in the area, had said that their drivers advise 
children to cross in front of the bus, when stationary at bus stops, where there is no 
crossing.  They do ask ECC to consider moving bus stops to safer locations. 
ii)  The Sandon School and ECC had been advised of the safety issues of buses 
dropping off at this location.  A response had been received from the Passenger 
Transport Analyst at ECC confirming that the school transport stops outside the 
Tesco Garage, where students could use the pedestrian crossing to cross the road.  
It was suggested that the school could help provide road safety talks. 
iii)  The resident had been advised to contact her children’s school to request a 
variation to the stopping points closer to a pedestrian crossing. 
 
RESOLVED:  that the information from items 8.3 i, ii and ii be noted. 
 
8.4  Traffic Surveys 
i) The Neighbourhood Plan Group had no current traffic or air quality information and 
it was too early in the process to know which sites may be subject to sustainability 
appraisal. 
In the terms and conditions of the Grant Funding, the Neighbourhood Plan Group 
could not apply for funding to conduct traffic surveys as Highways issues are beyond 
the scope of Neighbourhood Plans.  
ii)  The LHP Liaison officer had provided information and cost estimates for traffic 
and environmental surveys. Cllrs considered that the cost of the surveys would not 
be justified as the results would only serve to reinforce what Cllrs already knew 
about traffic through the village and there were no current planning applications for a 
large residential development in Danbury at that time.  If a survey were to be 
conducted, it would be prudent to wait until the new residential developments at 
Maldon had been completed and the impact of additional through traffic  
were realised, or if a new planning application for a large residential development 
was submitted. 
RESOLVED:  That the information from 8.4i and ii be noted. 
 
8.5  Yellow Lines at Eves Corner 
A resident had raised concerns that the yellow lines had faded away and that the no 
parking sign had faded.  A report had been made to Chelmsford City Council and a 
response received. ECC were aware of the lines and signs that needed to be 
refreshed and work would be commenced when funding had been granted.  Once 
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the resurfacing had been done, Essex Highways should put the lines back as per the 
legal order. 
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted. 
 
9  Chelmsford Local Highways Panel (LHP) 
The minutes from the meeting held on 13th March were circulated.  The next meeting 
was due to be held on 20th June.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.   
 
10  Local Highways Panel Requests - Schemes currently submitted to the LHP 
10.1  One Way System to exit The Heights 
This was on the approved works program list for 2018/19. 
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted. 
 
10.2  New Footway/Walkable Verge Mayes Lane, Penny Royal Rd, Woodhill Rd 
This was on the Approved Works Programme for 2018/19.  Design to be finalised 
2018/19 with implementation in 2019/20.   
A letter from a resident adjacent to Penny Royal Road was circulated.  Cllr Berlyn 
had no update as a meeting had not yet been arranged with the resident.   
RESOLVED:  that the Clerk would arrange a meeting for Cllr Berlyn with the 
resident. 
 
10.3  Speed Reduction/HGV Turning Issues Riffhams Lane 
An update had been received from the Highways Liaison Officer and was circulated 
at the meeting.  From the traffic data, there would appear to be a low volume of 
trucks with 3 or more axles. 
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.  
 
10.4  Parking Issues in Belvedere Close  
The Assistant Clerk had contacted Cllr Richard Ambor again but no updates had 
been received.  Cllr Berlyn raised a concern about the condition of the roads and 
pavements at West Belvedere and Belvedere Road.  Cllr Baker had made reports to 
ECC and sent photographs but as the underlying concrete surface was sound, ECC 
would take no action. 
RESOLVED:  that the Assistant Clerk would report the condition of the roads to 
ECC, copying in Cllr Spence.  Cllr Baker would provide some photographs of the 
road defects to be included in the report. 
 

11  Quarries (St Clere’s Hall, Royal Oak & Sandon)  
There were no updates to report.  
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.   
 
12  Living Landscapes  
12.1 A press release from the EWT about hedgerows and a butterfly survey had 
been circulated.  Cllr Mrs Hallett informed the committee that the she had written an 
article for the EWT about butterflies and that this had been submitted to a number of 
publications.  Cllr Mrs Hallett had publicised the butterfly survey in Danbury to assist 
the EWT and also to encourage residents to take more interest in Butterflies.  The 
Butterfly Survey had been posted on the Parish Council Website and Facebook 
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page.  Cllr Mrs Chapman advised the Assistant Clerk that there would be an article 
about the Living Landscapes and Butterfly Survey in the Danbury Times. 
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted. 
 
Cllr Mrs Hallett advised that she had met with EWT and decided to implement the 
wild flower scheme at Griffin Meadow next year.  This would enable all relevant 
parties to be informed and agree the plan.  The Assistant Clerk had informed the 
Groundsman that the Meadow could now be mown.  Cllr Hallett was producing a 
plan based on small areas of wild flowers so that a path could be mown around 
them.  The wild flower areas should be mown once in September and the hay 
removed.  Cllr Mrs Hallett would approach the Diocese to discuss placing memorial 
benches on the site so that residents can enjoy the wild flowers and the views across 
to Lingwood. 
RESOLVED:  that the wild flower meadow be implemented in 2019 and that Cllr Mrs 
Hallett would discuss mowing arrangements for the new areas with the Groundsman.   
 
12.2 Cllr Mrs Hallet had attended a meeting at the EWT and heard a presentation 
about how the EWT would take on future planning applications and local plans.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted. 
 
13  Wooden Posts 
Eves Corner:  The Assistant Clerk had investigated wooden drop-down posts for the 
gap opposite Bakers and a quotation and photograph of a post were circulated.  The 
Groundsman had been concerned about the logistics of parking the tractor whilst 
removing the post and Cllrs suggested that they would be willing to assist.  Cllr 
Berlyn recommended that the post be considered by the Facilities Committee.   
RESOLVED:  that the post would be considered by the Facilities Committee and 
additional quotes obtained if necessary. 
 

14  Parish Cleansing Day 
CCC had agreed a new date of the 4th October for the parish cleansing day.   
The areas that have been included are: 

 A414 Maldon Road & Main Road  

 Capons Lane 

 Runsell Lane 

 Mayes Lane 
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted. 
 
15  Correspondence 
14.1 An email from a resident had asked if the Environment Committee had an any 
plans to encourage all Danbury Residents to recycle plastics.  Cllrs discussed ways 
in which residents could be encouraged to recycle plastics. 
RESOLVED:  that the Assistant Clerk would respond to the resident. 
14.2  An email about parking on the verge in Little Baddow Road had been 
circulated. 
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted. 
 

16.  Reparation 
The reparation supervisor had left and there may not be regular site visits.  The 
service was being reviewed. 
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RESOLVED:  that the information be noted. 
 
17.  Recycling  
Cllrs considered the costs of a recycling collection form the office. 
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted. 
 
18.  Pavement Parking Posters  
Broomfield Parish Council had asked whether Parish Councils would be interested in 
some posters about pavement parking and sharing the printing costs.  
RESOLVED:  that the Assistant Clerk would inform Broomfield Parish Council that 
the Council would not require any posters. 
 
 
19  Matters for Report (for information only) 
There were no matters for report 
 
20  Dates of Meetings for 2018 
23rd July (Cllr Mrs Hessing gave her apologies), 1st October and 3rd December.   
 

There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.45pm.   
 

Cllr Mrs April Chapman  

Chairman 

 

 

………………………………..       …………………………… 

Signed          Date 


